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S I Ry 

Di I D this Addrefs aim no; 
' further than at the com-, 
mon End o! Dedicators, I (hould 
have been proud enough to have^ 
declined the Trouble, and Totf 
too wife to have approved this 
public Manner of offering, it. 

To praife You, were imper^ 
tinent'y and to tell others of my, 
Obligations to You, would; have 
the Appearance rather of /^/;/-; 
ty than Gratitude, 

The 



I^dWmb ?Fmth jsljirl/inake free 

:the' W<jrfcs,of dW(5ty. ;celebE;|;te4 

Head rt^'oppofeithc: folid ^ifr 
46hi rftbe ^^o,^,: by tiie Vift- 

His, at beft, is bujk&^^aufe pf 
J^ft and Eloquence y all the Sup- 
port he could give it was only 
to tell us /><?£y Plato wrote: 
Mine being that or Truth ^ and 
ChriJiiaftifffV^i3LVc the Advan, 
tage o£ realizing all I fay, in 
mMMimoAd take Notice 

hmiQ You /«'^, 

In 



^^'il^Mrrwbr^^ rlrwds wiling 

foCftitf]^ tiie QqasftEofiito 4 (hove 

tion true Chrffiiamty^^vte^^ 
fcui«&ii>Nafewr«iJf Thrill therefore 

-6ii& firtr I xs 1,^^-)^ ^lifce Ker ; Pik^ 

V f fl O ?,]?«», \$ I JA^ ; ^ ; r . : ■ . ' ) i I t -, ^Q. 
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ESSAY I. 

On JUdicule,' confidered as a TeifE 

of Truths 

I I 

SECTION I. 

IT hath been the Fat© dF Lord Swaptes^S e c t. 
bury's Chara&erifiics^ beyond that of ^' ' 
mofl other Books, to be idolized by one 
Party, and deteflred by anorfier. While 
the firft regard it a& a Work oi perfeEt Ex-' 
ceikficCy as containing^ eveiy Thing that caa 
render Mankind wife and ha^py 5 the lat- 
ter are difpofed to rank it among the moft' 
pemidous of Writings, and brand it as one 

B conti- 



1 mr^y ^^ RiDictJtfi. 

Sec t. continued Heap of. JPu/iian, ScurriHty^sxi^ 

This Circuniftancc hath always appeared 
tt> me a Pemonftration,4,i]ba:t P^flipn,a4(i 
Prejydicfe., have,, had 4, greater SJbare ,^han 
Re?iQp,.in^d^^ 

mQre.j\r>^ ^dfla^^ti(Wi,,(l^^^^ 
partiajtjii^pftt^ ; Jji^ j)jqQ\^tfi4 li^e te^i 
m.>^fit?ve^ the^^ft ,Eftfefwe^;.of jji^i^ 
dUcor4aot Qpini(^:,,^fi.|h^ the jiqW.^ 
Writer , hath mingjjpd, Beauties; and ^Ipji^j, 
F^lts and Excellencies, iWfth 4 l^ber^l.aj94 

:^,^ 5^H|;5e, fo far ^s they telatft to ^j^^fifi 
S^dJ^raJs, it is wy prefetit intppti9%j^0 
point om, without Re^rd to the^^^hig^li^d 
Cenfures of his I^riends qr Enemips, : . ^hilf 
librefpje, that fome will Jroivn }jpop^\jn? 
fi?r. allowing hitn any Thing, and , pth^t$ 
treat mcwithz contemptuouySmki{ot,]^i^^ 
iUming to differ with him at alh ,j^, , 
; Thb firft Thing that occurs tft;an .unpre- 
judiced Miridi in the.perufal Qf..thC'jC6tf- 
ra£}eri/iicsy is that generous Spirit, of j Fnf^ 
dom which fhines throughout ^^h© . whpjifti 
The. noble. Author every whe^e a^r,t;s,,tl|iat 
natural Privilege qf Man, which Jjtatl) ]k^ 
• . . ^ fo 



fo oftch defiled Him^ of feeing ^^th his bWnS e c t« 
Eyes, and judging by his own Reafon. It ^* 
ttiay^Jtisflibly appear ftrarige to fome, . why 
lid^fliodld ib extremely lalbour a Point fo 
pkih."' -Btet in Juftice to his Lordfhip thefe 
G^ntlferiieiykiuft fetticinber, or be informed, 
tlifl»% -former Times, fome wcll-defigning 
Mbn'itrifori^ ourfelves, from a groundlefs 
Drtak'-ttf an^ trhHmited Freedom of the 
Prefs, ateempfe?d to niake a mofl unnatural 
iukl ^nitl Separation between ^rutb and 
Lthd^tfr- Having fhaken off the Corrupt' 
^^s^'&P^Pcfeiy, and eftablrfhed what they, 
thoufi^ht a pure and perfed: Sjrftem, they un» 
M^n^l«JpTJfed%6rt in their foil Carrier of 
Olcffy'^jjftpoIM'dufly attempting to deprive 
fe»rt8*'iprffa6'<iottimbn''Privilege which they 
M% -rfablf yefcifed themfdves* ThiS 
ifflfliftih Spirit' fecnied entirely fubdued by 
iM^^cilfcnt^clckE', and others, about the 
Tift^^f ^hlillfevblutibri : But 'dt'the Period 
when our iitft)?e Author wrote, it hot only 
rtVJ*VidJ»*bift was heightened' By a terrible 
Al6Efeja5ynbfKttemfefs^nd'Ranc6Ur. Hence 
ttidl^ £^fe(^eht Sallies of Irrvecahre, which he 
tliy6Ws diit againft this intolerant Principle, 
^idh^he jtiftly'ftigni&tizeth as equally im- 
jS^jc; irrdkiondl, and uflchtiftisfn. ' 
■■■''■ B 2 'Tis 



4 ^Jf^"^ ^^ RiDICULIt. 

&f § T. 'T IS the Glory of our Days, that this ac- 
^ *' _^dlrfed' Spirit of Perfecution is ajt Jeaft dying 
-aif^y. 'Vy'fiat Pity that we cannot add^ it 
is'^whdlb^ isxtingtiiflied ! It is true, ' ^e inoft 
6^ life ' proifeft oij^felves Frjpnds tb k Free^ 
^(kd of f nqutry, 'ifi the main. But why, in 
th^ mhifif "Why that needlefs Cfrcumftaiice 
c^ Hefitatitttf ? Would we ienabrace Error ? 
(Jir-db' w6llim1t't^^^ tof&r fey 

t!ie nf<^ rigid ^Sctufiny'?''d^^ Contrary, 
not only the l^erfeftiop, but the very Beipg 
crf'^KtibWl^dge de{)fends on the Exercife of 
Fitettibhi/' For '\^'atever (onat may fear 
ft^ttt'lad' c|>en and unlimited Enquiry, it 
Mfife^exj^Mently thte only Means youch- 
j&fetltrs IBrthe Attainment of Truth. The 
j0mje of If may be iMrtful, but the Wantoi 
\t1if}^aiat. ' Sueh; -indfeed, aire the clear and 
uitM^btedPrincipie^ of our Religion: jJei- 
tjyrfure'tatt thefe JDeclarations fijf priise us. 
Fbt^ human and pfdliiScal EftaWifliments 
had' been fecred or iriviolkble, w^^e had 
httn our Trotefirantifmi nay, ' where our 
Gjrifiiariiiy ? Dare' we dien to defert or dis- 
countenance a Ptihtilpte^ on which not only 
tjie Purity, bur the very Exiftence of our 
Ricligion depends? Nor is this Princijrfe 

lefs confonant With the ibrijfteft ReafoUt It^ 

— . is 



R^a^ on RiDicuLit. }■ 

is Faliehood only that loves dnd retire irttd^ ^ c t. 
Darknefs. Trudi delights in the Day > atiJ ..•■,-^ 
demands no liiore than a jull Lights to dp- 
por^ip periei^ Beauty. A Hgid Examina- 
tiDn'i^ it^ pniy T^ft: JFor ExjjeriSnfic hath 

ean/ci^iire tHe, jf'/m^ Perfecution: Birf 
k.^ g^i^ne Trul^^-dnd that alone, whid}- 
comes.out^ Duj;9,ana^afffi&dngfi/ from tn& 
fe^^efiX^'tuf;^ pf,; Debate, 
^'ij^.^ill-'ievef te our tfueft PraUe there* 
fore, to join the noble Apologlll Ui his fed-'. 
craniums on Freedom ; the only pennaneflt: 
Bafis on which Religion ot Kit^fui can h^, 
eftablilhed. Nor can we lef^ approve 1)^.. 
frequent Recommendations of PoUteftefi^ 
CBearfulnefs, ^nd Good- hujfiour, ifl^^.Prp-' 
fecution of our moft important EnqiiurJeg. 
The morofe, contemptuous, andfurlySfctei^Sr 
of Compofition is generally an ApJ>*ndagc ;_ 
to Bigotry,, as appears in Inftances ipnu^^^ 
merable, both among the miftaken Friends ^ 
and Enemies of Religion. On the con- , 
trary, the amiable Qualities of Chearfnl- 
nefs and Good-humour, call a Kind of Sunr 
fhine over a Compoficion, and naturally en- 
* gsge us in Favour of the Wrker. , Th^ 
Tumble that gentle Smile that often lights 
B 3 up 



■■ op "the, butnan Countenance, the. rigypr-. 

_^ling ^dication' pf a huo^^e Tem^rj^ 
How naturally Uien niuft we be dimoi'^d t^, 
liften } how open our Minds to receiv^ ^^fyr^ 
viftion, when we perceive our Opponent's 
Intention i^.ben^vc)l£nt;..j.Wijen.wf perceive 
that hie Aim is not yiaory, but Informa-> 
tsfiiJi .thftt^e^^^cans-nof,io /'«/«//, ^Cto 

. So far, out 9^ an unfeigned Regard. tp. 
Trutbj it fliould be xny Boafi'to take J'arty 
with tl^p noble Writer : On tl?e^ fame J^fio-- 
ciple il; will now be n^'ceflary tp di,part froin 
him. For, not cpn.teqt with eilabliflilng 
the fjree ExerciCe o^ Reaibn^ and the Way c^ 
Chearfulnefs, in treatirjg the Subjedls of 
Religior^ and Mprals ; he revolts from the 
Principle on which the rational Advocates 
for Religion w^re wiping, to. have joined 
him, and appeals to a new Teft, the Tiefi of 
Ridicule, This, in his two firft Treatifes, 
he attempts to edablifh as a furer Method 
of Convidtion ; And that Ridicule, which 
had, hitherto been employed in difgracing 
known Falfehood, he informs us, may be fuc- 
cefsfully applied to the Invejiig^tion of ««- 
kno^n Iruib. 



He ]&atfi gained ' a numerous Train 6f ^ ^ p r\ 
Followers fn thiis new Opinion : It may be ^ - 
•dierefbrc heceflary to examine its Foun- 
oatioQS. 

' " '■ s"E 'C' V t; 6' N'-^'ir, •■■■■ • ••'■■■ ■:• 

-'TIS great Pity the nofc^^^^^ hatKSE c t. 

not condefcended to a little more Pr eg fim ^^' 
in treating the Queftion now before lis. He 
indulges' the Gaiety 6f Spirit, ' M Freed9iii 
of fPff and Humour fo far, that'a Jtcad^er^ 
who' ieeks Inforniatlori rather than Ainufe^ 
iheiit, is often at a Lofs to know where Iils 
Argunienti' or even his Opinion, fieg./'Th^s, 
no douot, was m Fart owing to a generous 
AbKorrfence of that J^^^»/ry/ * which Ke 
takes all Occafions of expofing to Cohteoipt, 
Yet a better Reafbh may poffibly be alfedg-T 
ed : For in reconimeriding the Ufe 'of Ri^ 
dicule^ what could bb more natural arid 
proper than the Tower of Ridicule itrdf? 
To draw a ftr iking Pidiire of demure Fol-- 
ly and folemn Impofture, was a Mafter^ 
piece of Prudence : But to have argued^^y 
rioti/Iy^ would have deftroyed his Argu- 
ment: It had been a tacit Confeilion, that 
there is a deeper Foundation, oh which 

B 4 Ridicul? 



S ^Iff^'i *» RiDICDLB. 

,3.E c T. jSLuJicule itfclf muft reft, lie muft therefore 

11 * • 

have overturned, even v^hilc he intended 
to eftabU(h this new Pillar, and Ground of 
^ruth. 

Here then we difcover why the noble 
Author is fo witty in Defence of Wit, and 
tthufes to maintain the Caufe of Raillery by 
JlaiHery itfelf. He fmiles at bis Adverfary, 
who had attempted to find Coherence in 
his firft Letter ». He glories in being an 
Adventurer in the Way of Mifcellany ; 
where '* Cuttings aiid Shreds of Learning, 
.*^ with various Fragments and Points of 
^f Wit are drawn together and tacked in 
^Vapy fantaftic Form. Where the Wild 
jf fend Whimfical, under the Name of the 
/^^ Odd and Pretty, fucceed iq the Room of 
Vr! the Graceful and Beautiful: Where Juft^- 
:*V nelfi and Accuracy of Thought are fet 
** a^de, as too conftraining, and of too 
• ^' painful jin Afpcft, to be endured in the 
^* fljgreeiable and more eafy Commerce of 
;M G^lantry and modern Wit**.'* Hence 
ma^i Region he proceeds to his Conclufion, 
Jha^ ** Qrounds and Foundations are of no 
% Mpqskent, in 4 Kind of Work, which^^ ac- 

? Vol. ilk p* 18, ao« * Ibid, p. 5, &c: 

I *' cording 



^^ cordingtfto^ mbdem Eftaibliflittieiit, hji&^e c t 
*? pfY^rli^ nridber SFiip not Bottom^ Begim^ ..JL^ 

It muft be confeffed, that in theCoii- 
dxlfit: of i thf diteDary Warfare j tiiey 'whoi dc- 
^lend iDif 4he Regolatity and f'orce of JrgU^, 
*/xi^;e^ fai^e but-a fdrry. €hance againi): 
thefe lumbb'Advebturersun tbe iSj/&^^ <£ 
.Wit and Ridicule^: thef^Hufah in Dis- 
putation^ who confide more in their Agi^ 
lity, thsui^ Strength or Difcipline i and by 
f!i^A<dcn Evolutions znd titta^ly'Shilh'ng^ caa 
'idocgreait Mi&hie&^i witHoat recdviiig any; 
'Ill^^ualifiedisindeedi^^ is th» faturmne Conn- 
^[Ae^on.x>f dieldry Hjeafikepy to cope with 
this pgersuriahSpivk > xif modern JFzf i: The 
iPonnalilftrisuncfer a double Difficulty:; not 
only to fiifi^uer hi^ Enemy, but to Jind hirau 
Though' it mufb be owncd^ the Search is a 
harder Tafk than the v^/^dry ; and more 
TOortUying, as it ends'^iH: fh^wing us that 
this redoubted Figure of Ridicule^ amaied at 
all Points like Reafm^ is no other than an 
airy Phantom^ tricked up bythcGoddels 
of Folly, to confound fcn-mal Wifdom j as 
that other iathe Poet, to miflead his Hero : 

<YoL itu p. &. 

Turn 



t% c T. TAm desLttthc'caVatememJhievm 

^^' l0;fatiei3Ei ^iic.aB'(vifu mirabilc. monftrum) * 
D^damisi omat telis : clypeuinquq, . jabalque -' 
Z^i'ip;/;!; a(nnriil^t,.^tf//V/i ; dat inania verba^ 
t)a^ ^«^ menUfomm^ greffufque effingit euntis,. 
Ilium autcm abfentem -flEneas inprsliapoTcit.. . 
Tiinc levis haud \^\xz,latehras\\m(iuarit imago, 
ifedf fiibliitie Vcflans, nuhi fe immifcuit atrse ^. 

\ Since, therefore, the noble Writer d?- 
itlines treating this Subjefl: in the Way of 
clofe Argument 5 we muft take our Chance 
^ith him upon the Terms he hath been 
pleiafed to prefcribe. We muft be content 
to go a Gleaning- for his Opinions, zndipick 
tbeh up as they lie thinly fcattered through 
i wide Extent of Pages. 

'But, however his Lqrdfliip^s High Qua- 
litjr lii'ay exempt him frqqa me eftablifhed 
Fdriiis of Argument, it were the Height of 
Im{)tiidehce in Writers of inferior Ranjc, tp 
attempt aii Imitation of his peculiar Man- 
lier'. ' His delicate Raillery, therefore, will 
beft lie repayed by fdber Reafoqing. This, 
furij, his moft jealous Admirers cannot take 
ariiifs^:' It is 'the noble Author's allowed 
Miximi ^HaV'^^a' Jeft, which will not bear a 
♦^^Yefribtfe ' feffiination, is certainly falfe 
f^ii^r^^'fi^htx was he a Stranger to 

' ^^ Vfrg. -Sn, X. f 63^, &<:• ! Vol i, p. 74. 

the 
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the methodical iSpccics of Compofition": AsS t cW 
appears from his Enquiry cdnccrning Vii*- ■ ^ . 
tue ; where he proceeds with a Pace equal- 
ly regular and majeftic. Indeed (hould we 
form our Idea of him from the AttitudejS 1 

in which his fbrry Mimics prefent him tq / 
our View, we ihould fee him labouring* 
through a cpnfufed Mafs of Words qjid 
random Half-meanings, ^ntangled in bia. 
own Argument, and throwing himfelf ipto, 
every unnatural and auk ward Pofture^^tq^ 
make his Way, though in vain, into S^^fe^ 
But this is a very bad Pidture of the noble^ 
Author : Though it J)e all his afFefted ^dt^ 
murers can exhibit of him in thpir Qwa 
Produ^^ons, Deformities are eafily copied: 
True Featureis and graceful Attitudes are 
caught by the Hand of a Mq/ier only*? 
And in Reality, none ever knew the Valuer 
of Order and Proportion better than Lord 
Shaftesbury. He knew that Confufip|x 
can only tend to difgrace Truth, or dij^uijk, 
Falfehood.-- Method, indeed, may dege- 
nerate into Stiifnefs, but to defpife Order^ 
is the iillieft jiffeSlation. Efpecially whqt^ 
the flovenly and confufedFormof the Copi- 
pofition pretends to the Charader of J?/^- 



S > ^{f'-^atic^i ft becoaife of all others the groflef^ 

- S E CTl O K III. 

S « c T. i^^^ tttViwAtithw of our Being fiiiVirig 




Fftfervii^,' and IttipfroVcr's bf^ KintJWkdge.'i' 
itmay be pfoper 'hare Briefly tb rfeihirk t^c 
rc^dive Prbvihceis. As th^ Senfes are j^ 
Fonntsdns whoncfe we derive all bur '3^«(s'|'. 
fe <diefe are infihiteJy coinbined and' '^i, 
deteii' bythe hnkpnation : MmtorymiiCsi^d^' 
tbefe Afiembkgesf of Thn^ t ttf'afin coiji- 
pAfee,' ^liiguifliesj atid fcparites them :]' 
By this^1feansket^taihb]g^carpife^fcncfes''i 
aftd ijointinfe out whiSdh ai*V<'i/, jmd wHwh^ 

JdMiSttSi ' ; ■ : 

'tf«E Pa^dtti-'ate nd liibfe 'than the fe-' 
vcJ#'i^o^ bJF Pkafbtc^^/d <*ainVto whicb 
the A»jthoFc£l^ktireliath'/tw&ly fubjedtei 
us, for our own and 'cadt^'bfliere Pifefeir-' 



♦ ^^ 



vation, 

'* Hate, Feari ahd (irSif, the Rlfeily 6f Pate**; 
^ To 



* * 
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thefe we may add two more of a mixed S b 9 T*' 
Kind^ P/Vyand Contempt ^ which fegm to ^ ^ 
partake oi both Pain and I*lcafure. 

As th^ Sm/es and Imagrnatipn are the 
Sources of all our Ideas, it follows that they 
are the Sources of all our Modes of Plea- 
fbre arid Pain : That is, of til our Faffms^ 
Nor IS any V^J^on Jlrongfy excited ii> the 
Soul by mere Knowledge only, till die Ima-^ 
ginatim hath formed to itfelf fome Kind of. 
PiStttrt or R^prejeniation of the Good or 
Evil apprehended. Thus Arjstotle juft^ 
ly deifies Pear to be a Kind of Pain arifing. 
from the Pkant^^ or Appearance of future 
Evil^ Confiftently with this, he again 
truly ob&rves, that though all Men know 
Aey muft die, yet, while Death is at a(; 
PiAance, Aey never think of it^ Thp 
fiune may be obferved concerning the Be* 
^keS oi future Exigence \ which never fways 
the Cbnditd; of Mankind, till the Lnagi^ 
nation is ftrongly itjfprefed hy fteady and^ 
repeated Contemplation. 

^ Barm lft$«fi^ As/TVTif v T»fd»x*f ^4»ANTA« 
XIAS. /biiiAAmtTd£ IUIM0V. Arift. Rbet.. L ii. c 5* ' 

^yyv^y ovJbr (p^ofTt^Qv^if. lb. 1. ii. c. 5* 

As 
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5^ c !•< . ^, As therefoce it appears to be the PrOM 
-M wee of Senfe znd Imagination to prefent 
and aflbciate Ideas, but not to marjc^ thek 
real Differences ; and as the Paffions' arc al* 
ways excited according to thcASuggeftions 
cif ,thefe two Powers ; .it follows, that: afh' 
ftarentj not real Good and Evil, are umvec^ 
j^iiy, the Objefts of all our Paffionsi, Thos 
the refpe(3ive Objeds of Joy<> Fear, Aan 
gi?jr„,are apparent Good, apparent Danger^ 
appatrjent Injury. . Univerfally, whether tht 
QbjeiSk.;be real or fiditious, while it is tf/;^ 
p(fgent (that is, while the Imagination re^i* 
pr^^^fe^its it as r^^/^ it will produce its relaw 
ttfjePa^on. , . ;^ 

. iJ^C i^ the Province of Reafon alone, to 
mrreSf the P^ilions. Imagination and Pai&» 
fion can never correct themfelves. Every 
AiQfemblage of Ideas, every Imprefllionniade 
upon them, hath an Objed: apparently realt 
Therefor^ without the Aids,of iJ^^j/5;/, the 

aSfivei^^^ndfeparatingFovreXi^i}^^ Mind can 
never diftinguifli real ivom fi£Htiaus Objed;s. 
Again, as it is the Province of Reafon only, 
thus to regulate the Senfes and Imagina4:ion, 
andtodetermmewhen theyimprefs a Truth, 
or fugjgeft a FfJfeJ^pod lio it is no lefs the 
Province of the fame corredtive Power, to 

deter- 



4eterfidne>icoacerniiig;theiMode8 '^ apfia--^ « jc r^ 

imt Good and Evil^x^aridiithiiy to fix btith ^ 

our Ofrniwm sodA Eaffm$^bk their 'prc^ 

1;: Uecuii»thisiijui):' DepeudanceDf Im^^ 
ail^cnijitid Faflioji on the f^pbrior iind'icia^ 
Mg/fiiacoil^ ^/ v*Rl8a&D^/> the ^whde' Weight 
etffifiis (^idHbd the Ap^icatiofk 

anA^Ufe jof J^dicuie ddpends^. But that wi 
n£^]oiibiiK^a&fi|v^e,i!b(Vi^v^»^a of out 

Sdbjefll^ ib^msTJ^* be proper to afdertain the 
14^at«re^ iLiihks^traiDd Endiof the difi^en^ 
I^ind&Kttf^ l^teraiy (Don^po which t^i^ 

tfa^iir Riie>fnitmitfae:fethrec diiFerent PoWef^ 
as they fubfift in Man. Thus we (hall dJA 
oiiw^^i^xa vf}mlS^i ih^m of Ridi^ 

fid^iMi> be iidBeiared^' anddeterihine how far 

\ * Some of thefe Truths are both finely and pbilofophj- 
^'^mA^Uf%?^^^ in the folIoWingfaT: 

Are iMnyleilef Faculties, that lerve 
^-^ • tiiemi »Wil€#r^Aih^ng lKcfe,^attcyri«tt 

.jj > JJptQft^ftb^ 5; Of ?11 external Things 

wbich.tl^^ve watchful Seofe§ reprcfent, ,, , , , 
* ' Sh6 roWxis imaginations, aery Shapes, 
' ' r Wh^«ialbA)Ofitiii^ or dtf-^c^mg, frahi^^^^' '! ^ 

Oujr Knowledge, or Opmion. 

;*n: >'^: Cfi -.J '^■°>i^arc^d.L'oyfy'%y.fioo^^^.'^ 
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Bi 1 1- it mayy or may not, with Propriety be fc-* 

^^' gardcd as a 7*^ of truth. 

PERHAPS there is ix> Spedes dP. W]?ltiog> 

» (except only that of mere Narration) bat 

/// what wili fall under the Dbnotninatioa of 

P^Oryy Eloqtunce, or j^gidm&^. The itO: 

'\' la)ts hold of the lmagii)ation ^ the feccnd^ 
dlrough the Imagj^tion^ feizesthePaffions^ 
tlire k(^ addreil^h itfelf to the Reafon^ a£ 
Mankind. The immediate^ effentialExsA 
tii^refore of Poetry i$ to pkafey of Elo- 
quence toperfuade, of Argument to infiru^^ 
T^ this Endi^ the Poet dwells on fuch 
Images as are heautrfid y the Orator ieleSsr 
evepy Circuraihmce that is offering ^ the 
Phiiofopher only admits what is trm. But 
a& alt thefe, in* their ieveralf Kinds of Writ^ 
ing, addrefs themfelves to Man^ who is 
compounded of Lnaginatimy Pq0orij and 
Reafon ; fo they feldom confine themfelvc* 
to thfeir refpedlive Provinces, but lay hold 
of each other's Art, the more efiediially to 
gain Admiflion and Succefs to their own. 
Yet ftill, the Mafters in thefe various Kinds 
of Compofition, teiow how ta keep their^ 
feveral Boundaries diftinSt-y not to make uii- 
warnintable Inroads into each other's Pro- 
vinces, nor remove thofe Lines which Na- 
ture 
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tttrehath prefcribed : But fo to limit their S e c t, 
Excurfions,^ that the Intelligent may always •' - 
know what is defigned, a Toem^ an Oration^ 
or an jirgument\ 

Thus the judicious Poet, though his im- 
mediate and univerfal Aim is beautiful Ima- 
tation, yet in order to become vnor t pleafng^ 
endeavours often to be interefiing^ always to 
be rational. His application being made 
to Man^ ihould he let loofe Imagination to 
its random Flights, he muft (hock the Rea^- 
ftm of every penetrating Obferver. Hence 
appears the Neceffity of cultivating that 
Maxini in poetical Compofition, which the 
two beft of French Critics, Boileau and Bou-^ 
hours have fo much infifted on ; ** that all 
** poetical Beauty muft be founded in 
*' Truth ^/' Becaufe in the unlimited Ex- 
curfions of Fancy, though one Faculty 

fhould approve, yet another is difguftcd : 

* 

* Would it not carry us too far from our Subjeft, it 
might perhaps be both a new and pleafing Speculation, 
to point out the Writers in thefe fever<il Kinds, whp 
have been mod remarkably cxcelUnt or d<^fe£live, with 
Regard to tbisjuft Union of thefe three Species of dm' 
fofition^ At prefent it muft fuffice, id have hinted fuch 
aCriticifm, which the Reader may eafily profecute. 

* Que fi on me demande ce que c eft cet agre- 
mentet .ce felr — amon avis, il confifte principakmcnt 
i ne janiab prefenter au le<S^cur que des pen] its vtais^ 

C Though 
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S EC T. Though Imagination acquiefce in falfe 
T Beauty, Reafpn will rejeSl it with Dirdain. 

Thus, although the primary and eflential 
End of Poetry is to pleafe by Imitation j ^et 
as it is ad^refled to Man, InftruBiofi'mikts 
a neceflary, though an aJventitious'Patt 6f 
its Charadler ^ ' r^"* 

From this View of Things we miy, Iti 
paffing, further fee the Nature^ LimiUy znd 
comparative Excellence of the various Kihds 
of Poetry. The Defcriptive holds entirely 

ct des epcprejjions jujles* Oiuvres de Boileau^ torn. !• ' 
P/v/1 p. 29. ' 

Car enfin, pour vous dire un peu par ordre ce que je 
- penfe la deflu, la verity t& la premiere qualite, et com- 
me le fondement des penfees : les plus belles font viti* 
eufes ; ou plutot celles qui pafT-nc pour belles, et qui 
femblent Tetre, ne le font pas en effet, fi ce fonds. Icur 
manque. Bouhours^ Man. de bien penf, f, lu 

' Hence the Debate mentioned by Strabo (1. i.) between 
EratofthitjeSy and fome of the Ancients^ may eafily be 
decided. The firft infiftingthat Pleafun^ the other that 
InJiru£iion^ was the only tnd of Poetry. They were 
both wrong : as it appears that the(e two Ends muft al- 
ways be united in fome Degree. However, Eratafthenes 
was nearer the Truth, as he alledged the e£ential End. 
'Tis ho bad Defcription, given by Mr. Dryden^ and 
Others, of the End of Poetry, that it is " to' inJlruH by 
pisafrng ;•' Though upon the whole, it throws more 
Weight on the Circumftance of InJlruSiion^ than th« 
Thing will bear. Perhaps it had better been faid, that 
it is " to pleafe^ conft/iently with Jnftruifion.^* The 
Admirers of Lord S. who love pompous Declamation, 
may fee a great deal faid on this Subjed, and with 
little Precifion, in Strada^s Third Prolulion. 

of 
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tjfthe Imagination, and may be termcd^ar? S e c t. 
P.oetQ or Imitation : Yet, with Regard to ' „ 
!Ca& ficondary End of Inflrudtion, it feemsto 
n^ri^ only the loweft Place, becaufe it Is 
then. ^?rfeit when it fatisfies the Imagina- 
tion; . and while it offends not Reafon, or 
the Affccftions, nothing farther with regard 
^o tt:^ ^^ulties^ expected frqm it. The 
'%t^%^:\- Q""'"^' ^ff'n<^t ind i^hc Elegy t as 
t(wj^ cjiifijy regard the Papons and the 
lie^rt of Man;^. fo thev draw much of their 
torce from the Sources of Eloquence. On 
the other hand, ttiS'Dtiia^ic, as it makes its 
chief Applicationr'to/Rearon, though it re- 
' tains fo much of ■thfr^GVaces of Imagiria- 
tion, ,38 to merit .the K'ame of Poetiy, Ja 
principaHy of the iogiical Species. • The 'Epc» 
by. it? ^cat. Eitent, includes all the fc Kinds 
by turns, I and. i« therefore the noBkfi^ bpth 
in iii^'pn'mary snd- fecondary Inientidn. 
Mijch jinfieod hath been occafionaily ^iTerted 
Irp'ftvekal' Writers, concerning the. fuperior 
.Digqi^y^of. .the tr'agic Species."" : "But this 
hath been more in the Way of Affinnatipn 
^ fliah .Pro<?f . ; Their Opinion feemfe to have 

"Mdy &,idK nobieft ProduiSion oi htimaiie Nature." 

o.ji„. ■ ,';-C..2 , ',. been 
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Sect, teen founded on a miftaken Interpretatioii 

III * • 

of Aristotle, whofe fuppofed Authority 

on this Subje6t hath generally pafled un- 
queftioned. But whoever (hall thoroughly 
examine the Sentiments of \ht grand Majler^ 
will find he only meant to affert, that the 
Mode of Imitation In T*ragedy is more forci- 
ble, and therefore fuperior to that of the 
epic Kind ; becaufe in the lajl^ the Adion 
is only told:^ in the former, it is vijtbly repre^ 
fented. This is the Truth. But if we con- 
jfider, not the Mode of Imitation, but the 
^ubjeBs imitated ; if we confider the com- 
parative Greatnefs of the A(9:ion which 
thefe two Kinds of Poetry can comprehend j 
^nd the moral Ends of Infirudiion^ no leis 
than the Variety and Beauty of Defcription^ 
which conftitutes the very Effence of Poe- 
try ; we (hall find the Epic greatly fuperior, 
on account of the Extent and Importance 
of thofe Anions y and the Variety of Cba-^ 
raSler% which it is capable of involving. 
Thus for Inftance, fuch an Adion as the 
Death of Oedipus or Cato may be more , 
perfeftly imitated (becaufe 'oijibly reprc- 
fented) in Tragedy, than in the Epos: But 
a much greater and more extenfive Action, 
fuch as the EJlabliJhment of an Empire^ with 

all 



EJPa'^ on RiDicuLB. ii 

ail its Subordinate Epifodes, religious, poli-S e c t. 

ricaJ, and inoral, cannot be comprehended |^ 

or exhibited ia T!ragedy\ while yet they may 
he perfedUy dcfcribed in the Epopee. 

§o .much concerning Poetry will be found 
to have Relation to our Subject. But as the 
Queftion concerning Ridicule will turn 
ch^fly on the proper Subordination of JB/o- 
^uenqe^ it will be i^eceflary to confider this 
l^i^d of Compofitioii in a more particular 
Manner, 

Eloquence then is no other than a 
Species of Poetry applied to the particular 
End o/Perfu%fion. For Perfuafion can only 
b? efieded by rowzing Jtbe Paffions of the( 
Soul ; and thefe, we have fcen, are only to 
be mpved by a Force imprelTed on the Ima- 
gination, afliimiug the Appearance of Truth j 
which is the ejSential Nature of poetical 
Compofitiop. Thus the Lord Verulam : 
** Ip all Perfuafions that are wrought by 
Eloquence, and other Impreflion of like 
Nature, which paint and difguife the true 
Appearance of Things, the chief Recom- 
mendation linto ReafoTiy is from the Ima-- 
gination'^ *^ And the judicious Straboy^ 
confidently vy 1th this Theory, tells us, that 

* De Aug. Scient. 1, ii. 
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S E c T. in F^dt .«^ the or^atoriii Elocution was but 
'' art Imitatfon of thfer |)oetical : This aprs 
peered firft, anH Vas appriSved : They 
who imitated it, ' toolc off the Meaifures^. 
but ftili preiferved all the other Part« of 
Pdetry in their Writings : SuchWe^e 
** CAp^ustheMilefian;lPH'EREC^Dfi^,ehd 
JitCATJEVs. Their Followcts then V6b\ 
fomething more frotn what was left, iand 
at length Elocution defcended iiito- A<s 
" Profe which is how among us"^.-' ^ ^ 

Thps as the Faffions muft Wavtiah-iSj^ 
farent Obje^ of Good or Evil offered by the 
Itftagination in^ order to excite them ; fo 
Eloquence muft offer apparent Evidence 
ire it can be received and acquiefced^ in : 
^dr the Mind cannot embrace known' Falle-; 
Ijood. So that every Opinion which Elo- 
quence inftills, though it be the ptare Refult 
6f certain fiftitious Images impreffed on the 
'y^.r^tyy is always regarded as the Refult of 
i-ajioriai'^Conviftion, apd received by the 
'JViind^ Truth. ' ■ 
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~uiS*iyayo¥ tis c^v oltio vvJ/^j; .ti»o;. Strabo, lib. i. 
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• Hence we may pcrceiyc the juft Foun-S e c j. 

datioh of the well-known Maxim .in rhcto- 

ric^l* Coixipoiitlon, Artis eji celare artem. 

In every other Art, where the Eii4 is Plca-r 

furcv^Iaftru<Sion, .or Admiration, thi; gr??ter 

Ail^thfc Mafter difplays, the mor^ e^e^a- 

ally he gains his Purppfe.. Bqt wh?re th? 

End is.Perfuafion,^he Difcovecyof hi? Art 

tsx^^ defeat ijs Force and Deiign,. For 

^m he, can perfuade, he muftifeem to apply 

to his Hearer's Keafon^ while, in Fait, he is 

working on hislmaginatipn and Affections : 

Now this,' once known, mufl defeat his 

Purpoic ; bccaufe nothing can perlUiide ^^ijrt 

whfit has the Appear anqe ^ T^rutk^ / , , ^ 

. Hence, too we may fee where thf^ tnie 

Medium lies between the too frequent J[^, 

and delicate Avoidance of poetical Images, 

jn Eloquence, Metaphors, Similies, bold 

Figuies, and glowing ExpreiJions are pro- 

.per, £b far as they point the Imagination to 

the main Subjedt on which the Paffion is to 

be excited : When they begin to amufe^thj^y 

grow abfurd. And here, by the way, li?s 

the -cffential Difference between the Epic 

and tragic Compofition. For the £/iV» 

tending chiefly to Admiration and Inflruc- 

tkm, allows a full Difplay of Art : B,ut 

C 4 the 
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Sect, thfe tragic ^ berng of the pcrfvtafivc Kindj^' 
^ ' mnft only regard and touch opon poetical 
Images in this fingle View, as they tend to 
rtnvze the Pajfions of the SouL Macro-. 
Bius^ hath colleded many elegant Exaai* 
pies of this /J^^rtV Elocution from ttit Eneittf 
He hath ranged tbeiti in Ciaflcs, and pointed 
out the Fountains whence the great Popt 
drew his Pathos : And fure, it may with 
Truth be affirmed, that " the Mafter-. 
** ftrokes of that divine Work are rather of 
^* the tragic, than the Epic Species/^ 

These Remarks will enable us to difco^ 
Ver the Impropriety of an Opinion com^ 
monly held ^ ; ** that the Reafon why Elo- 
** quence had fuch Power, and wrought 
** fuch* Wonders in Athens and Rome^ was, 
" becaufe it had become the general Taftc 
** and Study of the Times : That confe- 
"** quently thefe Cities were more fenfible 
^* to its Charms, and therefore more warmly 
*' afFedled by it.'* Now, though with re-r 
gard to pure Poetry or ftrift Argument^ 
where eitiicr Pleafure or Truth arc the pur-? 
pofed Ends, this Reafoning might hold; 
yet, when applied to Eloquence^ it fecms to 

'Saturn^l. .1 iv pafEo^. .?See ll^r. Hume's 

ffiay on Eloquence. 

be 



EJfsPf P« ItlDICULE. If 

ht wkhofrt Fbtrhdatloh, For where J^7»- Sect. 
ramx is predominant, there any Application 
to die'Fan^' or die Pafiions is mod iikeijF 
to weai*/ die Appearance of Reafon, and 
therefbtethc moft likely to pcrfaade. As 
Men irhprbvc in Knowledge, fuch Appli** 
cation ntuft ppbpoitionably loTe its Force;, 
and trtie f^eafoning pi^ovail. Hence it fhould 
feem, tbtt they wfK> make , the conftituent 
Priftci^es *f Eloquence familiar to their 
Ima^hation^ nauft of all others be beft ena- 
bled tofcparate STri^ri^ from its Ap^aranett^ 
snd di^gHiih between Argument and Oh- 
louring. An artful Oration will indeed af- 
ford gpeHtPieafure to one who hath applied' 
himfelf to the Study of Rhetoric : Yet, not 
io as that he (hall be ^ferfiiaded b/lt : *Oa 
the contrary, his Pleafure confifts in a reflex 
A<9: of the Underftandipg ^ and arifes from 
the veiy Gircumftancc which prevents Pcr- 
fttafion> a Dtfcovery of the Majiers Art. 

The true Reafon therefore, why Elo- 
■quence gained fuch mighty Power in^ thefe 
famed Republics was^ " becaufe the Ora-* 
/* tors a4drefled thcmfelves to the People as 
*' their Judges.'' Here the Art triumphed; 
for it had not Reafon to inftruft, but Imagi- 
nation and PaJJion to coritroul. Accordingr- 
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ly we findy that no ^iboner was the popular 
Governnient* deftroy'd, and the fuprcmc 
Power lodged in & fingle Hand, than Elo- 
quence began fenfibly to languifli and de-i- 
cay : The mighty Orators, who could fway 
the Paffions of a mixed Multitude, found 
their Art baffled and overthrown when op- 
pofed to the cool Determinations of cunning 
Minifters, or the fantaftic Will of arbi- 
trary Mailers/ Thus with great Judgment, 
though not much Honefty, the Roman Poet 
exhorts his Countrymen to difdain the loy^ 
Accomplifhments of Eloquence ; He knew 
they belonged to a Republic : 

Excudent alii ipirantia mollius aera— 

Grabunt caufas melius ■ 
r Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, me- 
mento ; , , 
. Hac tibi erunt aj'tes '. — - 



With the fame Penetration he lays the 
Scene in a popular Affembly^ when he gives 
us a Picture of Eloquence triumphant. I 
mean iri that fine Paffage where he com- 
pares NEj^ruNfi,\y?/7//V3fg* the Noife of the 
Waves^ to an Orator appeafing the Madnefs 
of the People : 



> > 



'Eneid. I. \u 

Ac 



ij* Ac ^^lod wimgto f» papula cum fsepc coorta eft S e c t, 
i/jScdicio, ikftitqpe animis ign^hile vulgus ; ^^ 

^ JLdnjqub faceji^t;(ax^ volant \ furor arma mi-r ^ 

.,,^]uii)j^pietategravem ac mentis fi forte virum 

Conipe^ere, lilcnt, arreHifjue aurihus aftani ^ 
pie regit A^ff/V animos^ et peftora mulcet : 
Sic cuiK^s pelagi ceciditfragor',— — 

*Tis true, we have a fuppofcd Inftance on 
l^ecord^ of the Power of Tully's EIon- 
quence, after Liberty was deftroy'd, even on 
the great Vefiroyer hirofelf^ When w<? 
read the, Oration % we fland amazed at its 
Effedls : for fure there is nothing equal to 
them in the Compofition itfelf : fo that it 
appears an Event almoft unaccountable, that 
Cesar, who was himfelf an accompliihed 
Orator, who knew all the Windings of the 
Art, and was at the fame Time of the moft 
determined Spirit, fhould be fo fhaken oi| 
thisOccafion as to tremble, drop his Papers, 
and acquit the Prifoner. Though many 
have attributed this to the Force of Tul-? 
xy's Elocutim''i it feems rather to have 
been, the Effed of Cesar^s Art. We 

•En. 1. i. ^Pro Ligario. ^Caufabon, Sir 

^.Temple, Mr. Hume, ^c. 

know 
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8 « c T. know with what, unwearied Application he 
^ courjed Cicero's Frieftdfbip s he faw where 
his Vanity and his Weaknefs lay : With 
perfeft Addrefs therefore he play'd back the 
Orator's Art upon himfelf ; His Concern 
Vizsfeignedy and his Mercy artificial^ as^ he 
knew that nothing could fo effedtually win 
TuLLY to his Party, as giving hina the JPride 
of having ^cw^^^r^^ Cesar, 

But whatever of .Truth there piay be 
in this Conjedurp ) fo much is evideritj that 
the Scene where alone Eloquence can work, 
its niighty EfFeds, is that of a popular Af- 
fenibly. An abfolute Monarchy quencheth 
it at once. Nor can public Freedom itfelf 
^ive it any considerable Play, where the 
public Freedom hlth any firmer Bafis, than 
that of a hiele Dettiocracy, For where the 
Councils gf a Nation depend on the united 
Reiifon' of eledtpd Reprefentatives, or pro- 
Vlddnt Stateimen, though the laboured Ef- 
fiiys of Eloquence may often amiife^ they 
will ftldqm determine. This feems to be 
tlie Cafe' oif our own Age and Country : 
And Were it lieCefiary to enlarge on this 
Subje(5t, it mfghtbe made appear, that they 
who complain of the Decay of public Elo- 
quence among us, aflign aCaufe wJaichhath 

no 
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lio real Exlftencc, when thay attribute thatS e c t. 

Decay to a Neglcdt of the Art"^, while, in ^ 1. 

FaA, it neceflarily arifcs from the ruling 
Principles of the Times, and the Nature of 
our Cortftitution. 

Thus Eloquence gains its. End of Per- 
fuafion by offering apparent Truth to the 
Imagination ; as Argument gains its proper 
End of Conviction by offering real Truth 
to the tJnderftanding. Mr. Hobbes feems 
to have been well aware of this Diftindlion. 
^* This, fays he, viz. laying Evidence be- 
** Yoxt the Mind, is called teaching \ the 
** Hearer is therefore faid to learn : But if 
*' there be not iuch Evidence, then fuch 
** teaching is called Perfuqfion^ and beget-- 
** teth no more in the Hearer, than what i$ 
^* in the Speaker's bare Opinion ^.** • 

Here theq we perceive^ that the Confc-- 
quences of Eloquence, with regard to fpe- 
culative.i'^rw^/i?;^ ztid Inquiry ^ are of a very 

diflferent Nature from thofe which relate tb 

. ' ' ' " 

Morals znd ^£fion. To Inftrudtion or In- 
quiry, every iSpecies of Eloquence muft for. 
ever be an Enemy : For though it may lead 
the Mind to ac^uiefce iq a juft Opinion, yet 

^ See Mr. Hume's Eflay on E^bquence. *».Hobbe8 
on Hum. Nature. 

it 
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S EC T. it leads it to acquiefceupon, a falfe Fourif 
^ • cktlon: Jt puts the Heari?r or Reader in the 
Speaker's, or Writer'p.Power,: Apd though 
he be , fo honefi ^s io lead him in the Patii 
of Truth, yet'ftill he leads him bllnd^ol^f 
In thi^ Seiife, and und^r this Limitation^ 
Mr. Locke's, JElemar^ is true : ** We'muil 
/• allQw that aU,t|)e Art of Rhetoric, befides 
*' Order and Cleatneis, all the artificial ^nil 
•^ figurative Application of Words Elo- 
•* quence Jbath invented, are for nothing elfe 
** but to infinuate wrong ' Ideas, move the 
*' PaJJionSy and thereby mijlead the Judgment^ 
** and fo indeed are perfcdl Cheats ^." > 
But if we regard what is of mpre Im^ 
portance to Man, than mere fpeculative 
Truth, I mean the praBical Ends of hu-^ 
man Life and moral Adion > then Elo- 
quence affumes a higher Nature: Nor 
is there, in this practical Senfe, any ne^ 
ceflary Connexion between moving thp 
Paflions, and mijleading the Judgment. Fo.r 
^though the Ends of Truth and Perfuafion 
lare then eflentially different when the Ora- 
tor ftrikes the Imagination with fictitious 
Images, in which cafe Falfehood becomes 
apparent Truth, and Eloquence the Inftru- 

^ Locke on Hum. Und. 

ment 
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ment of Deceit ; yet the Ends of PerfuafionS e c t. 
arid Con viaion. Opinion and Knowledge . 
imcur^ wlien fuch Impreffions are made dn 
the Imagination and Palffion^, as confift with 
the piftatp of right R^albn. * In this cafe, 
Eloiquencc coriies in to the Aid of Argu- 
ment, and imprejfes the Troths which Lo- 
gic- teaclies, in"a \yafhier'*Andtridre dfFedual 
manner. '. Jt paints real <jo6d and Evil in 
all the glowing Colour^ of Imagination, 
aiid^^^us inftames the Heart with double 
Ardfor to emt)race the one, and rejed the 

J^A Y', Yo lar Is Eloquence from beiftg the 




plyiratroh of ft;' l6ecau(e, ere the drChorfeft 
Application can 'tiake place, Ciricuniffaxlifes 
TOuft be* wrefted,' and Mifreprefent'afions 
impofed on tne iParicy, * ^ifi Oppofition to 
Truth and Reafoii : Whereas in the proper 
Application,'*^ nothing further is neceflafy, 



m Nature. 

It may be further obferv'^d, that as Elo- 
quence is of a vague,' urifteady Nature, 

merely 
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Sect* merely relative to the Imaginations an4 
Paflions of Mankind; fo there muft be 
feveral Orders or Degrees of it, fubordinate 
to each other in Dignity, yet each perfe(5t 
in their Kind. The common End o£ each 
is Pcrfuafion : The Meam are different 
according to the various Capacities, Fan- 
cies, and AfFedions of thofe whom the 
Artift attempts to perfuade. The pathetic 
Orator, who throws a Congregation of En-^ 
tbufmjis into Tears and Groanings, would 
raife AfFedtions of a very different Nature, 
fhould he attempt to profelyte an Englijh 
Psirliamenf : As on the other hand, the 
finefl: Speaker that ever commanded the 
Houfe^ would in vain point the Thunder 
of his Eloquence on a ^aker-meethig. 
60 again, with regard to the Oratory of 
the JBtfr, at a Country Affize (for the higher 
Courts of Juftice admit not Eloquence) 
it is eafy to obferve, what a different Tour 
the learned Council takes, in addrefling 
himfelf to the Judge or Jury : He is well 
aware, that what pafTes with the one for 
jirgument of Proof, would be derided by 
the other as idle Declamation. This Dif- 
ference in the Kind, with refped: to the 
Eloquence of the Pulpit^ is no Icfs remark- 
able 
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able IB difoeBt Cbuatt-ies. Thus the very S ji c t. 
i^^reeabJe and fenfible Voltaire obfisrvcs / 
fktf '^ ia Fro;?^^ (^w&^f Reafammg bath Su 
^^ fitCfnmeKi^n vdibRdigion) a Sermon is a 
^* lolig Dedamation^ fpoken with Rapture 
aad Enchufiaim t That in Itahf (where 
^afie mid Vert u give a TinSure to Super^ 
<* ftitkm itfetf) a Sermon is a Kind of de« 

ReH^m fitbmks td Reafon) it is a folid 
Diflbrtttkmj Jim^times a dry one^ which 
is read to the Congregation without 
S* Aaim or Elocution'." And he juftiy 
OteckklQ6, that the Difcourfe which raiieth 
a FFeodi Audience to the higheft Pitch of 
Devotion, would throw an Englijh oneioM) 
a Fit of Lti^hten 

. HsfioB too, and hence alone, we may 
account ibr a Faft, which, howcver^fecm- 
ingly io^robable, ie too well-known to be 
doubted of: " That although in France^ 
V the ^plauded Pulpit Eloquence is of the 

* The Pailage in the Original, is thus : " Un fermon 
•^ en France eft unc longue decfahiatioft fcrupUleufe- 
^ mettt divtfee en tkxMS pointi, & recitee arec enihou* 
^^.iiaiine. fin Angleterre un fermon eft-une diflertation 
** folide, et quelquefois feche^ qu'un horn me lit au peu- 
•* jde fans geffe, et fans aucune eclat de voix. En Ita- 
^ liec'eft unccomedie rpiritucUe,'\ 

D" " Enthu- 



S« c^T* « EnthuJiafiiCy in England of the fevcre and 

, . .-/^l / ' rational ' Species -, yet the Tafte of thefe 

** two Najtions in Tragedy or I'bedtricjol 

** Eloquence^ is mutually r€verfed : The 

^\ Englijk^^xe enthufiafticj the Fr^wA fc^* 

" yere and rational." Now, though thi« 

Fad. may carry the appearance of Self- 

contradidtion, yet on the Principle here laid 

down, the known Circumftances of the two 

Kingdoms will explain it fufficiently. In 

Englandy a general Spirit of Reafoning and 

Enquiry hath exftinguifhed the natural En- 

thuiiafms of the human Mind in religious 

SubJ€&s ; while our unreftrained Warmth 

of Imagination, and habitual Reverence for 

- thp noble Irregularities of Shakespeare 

concur to make us defpife the rigid Laws 

of the Stage : On the contrary, in France^ 

the Severities of the Academy have utterly 

quenched the high Tragic Spirit ; while, as 

yet, religious Criticifm hath made but little 

^ Progrefs among the Subjedls of the moji 

Cbrijiian King. 

In further Proof of this Principle, we 
may appeal to ancient Fad: : To the Pro- 
grefs of Eloquence in Greece. There we 
find, it iirft appeared, decked in all the glow- 
ing Colours of Poetry : afterwards, in an 

Age 
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ji^ bP lii'orepbliflied Manners ind extcn- ^ « c t, 
fiv?^*Kribwledge; when the Rhetors at- 
ti^^tdrfTO carry this Kind of Eloquence to 
a-ftm hi^ftW Degree, they found the Times 
w6\iW not heir it : Thfey were baffled in 
tHcIf Afteriipt. ■ A^ fuccecding Ages grew 
lilBrfi kApwing, 'they grew more faftidious 
aAS * refined : ' ■ Thfe Orators were obliged 
g^adual!^ ■'to- IBwct and bring down Elo- 
^ttenoE^ ftiiti" itfe *high Standard : Till at 
libgtft^lPgSafid^a Form and eharaderen. 
tirfcly tt^J^;^ a^ we flhd it in Xenophon's 
cKmiM Mknhet^bf Jttic Elegance \ 
^Ty fci56cftSle With one Proof more in Fa- 
viStir^BP^Hr-Frificiple. It appears that "theft ' 
difi^M 'Rfiias were acknowledged fuffici:! 
cittfly * in -ahcidiit Rome ; though the true 
DIfKhiEfidti between them feems not to 
hivii^ been thoroughly perceived, unlefs by 
TuLtr'iiimfelf. The corred and Attic 
Species having gained a Number of Ad- 
miifers lihdfer tlie Patronage of SalLust, 
who firft encouraged it in Rome^^ many 

*See the Pafiage quoted above from Sdraba, p. 22* 

53.'. 

•Sic SaHuJiio vigente, amputatas fententise, et verba 
ante expe^ktum cadentiayetobfeurabrefvitAfij fuerepro* 
cuitu. Senec. £pift« 

D 2 were 
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S E cTi xwcre the Diebates concerning the fupeirior 
* Force and Propriety of this or the- 



elevated Manner. The Patrons of the jlttie 
Style derided Cicero, as being loofcy iundd^ 
and^ etmherant i: On the contrary^ he 4X)0 
had his Partiizans, who ^efpifed the cairn 
and corred: Species, as void of Energy and 
Power ^ Thus by overlooking the relative 
Nature of Eloquence, they mutually fell "^ 
i&to an Extreme ; both forgetting, thateaU 
ther of thefe Kinds might be of fuperior 
Fcopriety and Force, according to the Ima* 
ginations, Pafiions, and Capacities^ of thak 
to :whom they fhould be applied. Bat 
TunLT, with a fuperior Sagacity, faw clear* 
]y- where the true Diflindtion lay : For, 
^)eakipg of Calvu^, a Patronizer of the 
jtttic Manner, he fays, ^^ Hence his Elo^ 
^^ quence gained a high Reputation among 
" tbe Learned and Attentive j but among 

•Conftat liec Ciceroni quidem obtre<Slatores defuifle, 
quibus infl^Xis ettumins, nee fatis preffus, Tupra mo- 
dom exultans, et fuperfluens, et parum Auicus videifstuT* 
Dialog, apud Tacit. 

' Mihi &Ui ^ultum videhtUr, qui folos efle Attjcos ere- 
dunttenuespt lucidos et figniiicantes, fed quadam elo- 
queotis; frugilitate comentos, ac manum femf^r intra 
|iillii4ip coxttioentes. 'Qi^ntil. 

^^ the 
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^Jie Vulgar J for ivhom Eloquence wasS e c t. 
M :idbiefl]r focmcd^ it was of noEfkomO . ^^' , 
>.-Now amoc^iiftefe fbveral Kinds cf ^Iq4 
^(B«cc> JoftQe& of Thought and ExpcdQ^oa; 
ftcSdog Figures^ Argument adcarncd with 
mtry fnthetic Gi;ace> are the Charaders of 
the- bigb^ : Sophiflry and BufibomTv ^uxh 
lugpoos and diflioneft Hints^ coarfe 2ian« 
gui^Cy ^sdfe and indecent Images, are thd 
Chacaders of the bwefi. Between tbefii 
two Extremes, there lies a Variety of inter*;! 
mcdyuite Kmds, .each afcending towards tho 
highcA, in Proportion as they abound with 
Its proper Chara^ers, For as the Ifnagi*' 
ttttkm and Pai£ons are then n^ft . refined 
and juft» when they bear to the ian^ Point 
wichReaTon; fo^ Jthat Species of Elpquonoo 
is the Bobleft which tends to condut^ thesi 
diithcr^. On this Prmciple. and on^ this 



« Sed ad CaJvton revertamur — ejus oratio, nlmia re* 
ligione ^ttenuata, do£ljbet attentp audientibus eratil* 
limris; i muititudine autem et a foro, cui nata eloquen* 
tia tStp ,4c^orabatur. In Brut. 

*^Lcs Egypticns comparoient <?eux qpl prefcrcnt Iq cp- 
loris au ddiein dans la peinture, ^ ceux qui en matiere 
d'eloquence et de poefie preferent les penfees brillantes 




nous attirent d'abord par la force du coloris i au lieu que 

D 3 alone. 
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^ \u ^^ alonCy^ wc jcnay. with Propriety arul Pr^cifiDri 
detormioe the comparative Excellepce/ and 
Dignity dfthbrc who a£p£i;e.to the Faliuof 
Eloquence. On this Pririrciple it f^«m$^ 
be, that a fevere, but able, Jmige iprefccs 
Demosthenes to Tulxy^-:' and op /this 
Pl^cipk he-deferv€s th^Pfelfcrence^. j^ -. : 
^ Thua w^ *re at length • aryi ved . at ^ the' 
Point, wjiere:- Eloquence -and Ai^ument^ 
Pcrfuafion and Con virion -unite ; where- the 
Orator's Art becomes fubfervient to the In- 
ter^fts of ^rutb^ and only labours to adorn 
and recommend Her. 

- We cctoe now to the third Species of 
Corapoikion, that of Argument: Which 
applying rfolely to the Reafon of Man, and 
SO the ^Proof or Inveftigation of Truth, .is 
ti ii more* fknple and uncompounded Na-^ 
tore in its Principles, and therefore needs 
not to be fo particularly explained. For 
Pleafurc being the primary End of Poetry^ 
and Perfuafion that of Eloquence, the real 
Nature of Things is often in Part difguifed, 
-anditompelled to bend to the Imagination 

nous revenonstoujours a ceux qui excellent par la beaute 
du deflein, qui eft le vrai cara£tere de Tantique. 
Setbos, 1. \h, p. 8o* 

« See Dr. Swift's letter to a youi^ Clergyman. 

and 
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toi^the'Paffions : But "truth being the EndS « t ^• 
of Ar^thent, the varying Colours of Ima- 
gination and Paffion muft be drawn off; 
dnd^^mran Reafon itfelf bend to thfereal, 
ttififdrm Nature of Things. 
^- Tf*BT Oh' this Occafion it may be proper 
to remark, that the ratitmal Faculty m Man 
cannot be comprehcnfive or perfefl: in its 
Operations, without a Union with a firokg 
Invagination. And this, not only in the Arts 
of P6etry or Eloquence, but in xh^fevere/i 
Ltveftigations of Truth. For Reafon alone 
cannot fearch out new Ideas, but otAy com- 
pare and diftihguifli thofe which Senfe and 
Imagination prefent to her ; and the Senies 
being of fmall Extent, Imagination is th^« 
ibre the great univerfal Inftrumerit of ha- 
manKnowledge and human Adion. Wfeh- 
out the Aids of Imagination therefore, Reia- 
fon works in a contrad:ed Sphere ; being 
deftitute of Materials ; unable to n^ke die 
necefliuy Excurfions into the Immenfity of 
Nature ; and wanting that Power which 
alone ^n range through the whole Extent 
of created Being, and bring Home all the 
poffible and apparent Analogies of Things, 
letting them before her difcerning Eye, and 
fubmitting them to hef fovcreign Appro- 

D 4 ballon 
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S p c Tfc baitbn or Diflike.- From this noble Unsoa 
lurifes that boundkfs Penetrstknj which ^q 
far furpaileth mere Judgment : aad which^ ac^ 
cording as it is exerted in Poetry^Eloquencei 
Philofophy, Morals ^ or Risligion) ftrike& into 
the yarioiis and untrodden Paths af N^tture 
^nd Truth s forms the diftinguifhed Names 
of Homer, Shake'spbar, Milton, De- 
mosthenes, TuLLY, Aristotle, Bacon, 
Locke, Bayle, Pascal, Newton, 
HoQKEi^, Bei^kley, Warburton, giving 
that eiSeatial Superigrity and Preheminence^ 
whkh hath ever been^ firft the Envy^ and 
th«n the Admiration of Mankind, 
i TpHus as it appeared above, how neceflary 
tjb^ Reftraints of Reafon are, to the Per-> 
ie€i:ion of Works of Imagination ; fo here 
H is evident, that a full Union of Imagi«. 
nation is neeeffary to the perfeft Operations 
of Reafon. Takep fingly, they are each 
defeHive: When their Powers are Joined, 
they conftitute True Genius. 

But^ however requifite the Force of Itna- 
ginatibn may be, to the Perfeftion of Rea* 
fon, and the Produdion of true Gemus,^ yet 
iiiU Reafon remains the fuperior aiid cor- 
rective Power: Therefore every Repre- 
fentation of Poetry or lEloquexux^ which 

only 
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^ to the Fsmcy and Affedions, nmft S b c t 
examined and decided upon, mtift 



«■ 



\»^ttitdiiryeSedy, ox received^ as the rea^ 
foning^ Faculty fhall determine. 
>tiiAiii>^thuSiRBAS6N alone is the DetiSter 
efiF^baodi and the Test of Truth. 

^* . ' ' ' 

S EC T 10 N IV. 

HE who would judge aright of thesscr. 
Proportions of afpacious Dome, muft not [Y' 
creep from one Comer to another 1^ the 
Help of a glineunering Taper, but rather 
light up a central Branch, which may ilhi^ 
minate the whole. By doing fometking 
like this in our Remarks on the three 
di£^rent Kinds oC Compofitidn, we baiitt 
enabled the intelligent Reader to fee with 
eafe : ^' That Wit, Raillery, and Ridicule; 
*^ ia every Shape they can poflibly affumb^ 

aire no other than ib many Speciisis ^of 
Poetry or Eloquence J' ' 

PuiLE Wit^ when not apfdied to the Gha-*( 
mSers of Men^ is properly a Species of Pbe<P ^ 
try. Jt amuies and ddights the Imagi- \ 
nation: by thofe fudden Afiemblages and ; 
pieafii^ P idxires of Tfafi^s which it creates : ; 
and fiom every common Occaiion can raiie I . 

fuch 



<c 
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^^^.'''•ffucb ftriking Appearances,' its throw the 
..— Ljmoft phlegmatic Tempers into a Convulfion 
j of good-humoured Mirth, znA undefignin^ 
\jjaugbter. • ^ 

But Ridicule or Raillery^ which is the 
Subjedt of our Inquiry, hadi a further Scope 
and Intention. It folely regards the Opi- 
nions, Paffions, Adlions, and Characters of 
Men: and may properly be denominated 
** that Species of Writing which excites 
^ Contempt with Laughter.*' 

Still more particularly we may ob- 
fcrvc, that as Eloquence in general is but 
the Application of Poetry to the End of 
Perfuafion, fo Ridicule in particular is no 
more than the Application of that particu- 
lar Species of Poetry called Wit, to the fame 
End of Perfuafion. It tends to excite Con^ 
tempt, in the fame Manner as the other 
Modes of Eloquence raife Love, Pity, Ter- 
ror, Rage, or Hatred, in the Heart of Man. 

Now, that Contempt which certain Ob- 
jects raife in the Mind, is a particular Mode 
' rfPaJfion. The'Objefts of this Paffion are 
apparent Falfehoody Incongruity ^ Impropriety^ 
or turpitude of certain Kinds. But as the 
^' \& of every excited Paffion muft be 
bed by Reafon ere we can determine 
I whether 
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whether it be proper or improper, real or S e c r. 
£ditious;. fo, every Objed: that excites ' . 
Contempt muft fdl under this general Rule. 
Thus, before it can be determined whether 
oiir Contempt be juji^ Reafon alone muft 
examine Circumftances, fepaijate Ideas, diftin- 
guiih TnuL fjxxm its Appearances^ decide 
:upon, reftrain, and correct the PaJJton. 
. Thus Ridicule is. no other than a Species 
of Eloquence : and accordingly we find it 
mentioned and exprefly treated as fuch, l^ 
the beft Writers of Antiquity.. Aristo- 
tle, as in every Subjed:, leads the Way. 
•^' As Ridicule feemsto be of feme Ufe in 
pleadings it was the Opinion of Goroias, 
that you ought to confound your Adver- 
iary's ferious Argument by Raillery ^ and 
his Raillery by ferious Argument. And 
"Jbe judged well**.'* Here he firft gives 
the Sentiments of z Sage i and then con* 
firms them by his own Authority. 

To offer all that Tully hath faid upon 
the Subjedt of Ridicule, would be to tranfl 
i^-ibe a conliderable Part of his fecond Book 

if <i9f^ uymfTh ic^' ^^y ^9^ Tc^yictg rvjv fAtv cirovftiv 
0(ic$s Af^tfv. Arifl. Rhet. 1. iii. a 1 8. 



cc 
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Sect, J)e Oratore. After having gone through fe* 
' vcral Topics of Rhetoric, he comes ^ 
length to this df Ridicule ; and afligns to the 
elder Cesar the Ta£k . of explaining the 
Force and Application of this Art« In jthe 
Conrfe of his Rea^p^Dings on this Subj^d^ 
lie afErpxs Firft, That Ridicule is a Braoclk 
of Eloquence .?♦ zdly^ That certain Kinds 
of Turpitude or Incongruity, are its pro^B 
Objea^. ^ idly. That the Orator muft be 
tcnxperate in the Application of it ^ ^bfy^ 
That its Force may confift either in Thought; 
or Ex:prefIion> but that its Perfection lifi& in 
a< Union of both '*• ' And Jafltly, That af^ 

^£ft autem plane oratorls luovere rifum — Res &pe> 
quas argumentis dilui non facile eft, joco, rifuque diiu)!- 

'^ I^ocus autem et regio quafi ridiculi, turpitudiQf qua- 
dam et deformitate continetur.-^Nec infignis improbi*^ 
tas et fcdere junda, nee rurftis nriferia infignis agitata 
ridetnr.-^Quamobrem materies omnis ridiculorum eft in 
iftis vitiis,^ — quae nequQ odio naagno, nee mifericordia 
maxima digna funt. 

> In quo, non modo iBud prsecTpitur, nequid infulie.; 
fed etiam, fi quid perrtdicule poflSs : vitandum ^ orat6ii 
utrumque, ne aut (currrilis jocus fit, aut mimicus. 

'^Duo funt genera facetiarum, quorum alterum rfe 
tradatur, alteram diSo. — Nam quod quibufcunque ver- 
bis drxeris, fecetum tamen eft, r/ coAtin^tur : qiiod, 
mtttatis verbis, ialem amittit, in verbis habet leporem 
oiiiiiem.*^maxime autem homines dele£buri> fi qiaodo 
irifus conjundk, re^ verhqui ODveatur. 

ter 
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«r all. it i. but the loweft Kind of Elo-Sicr 
quence *. ' 

-;. QuiNTiJLiAN builds chiefly on Tully^ 
\viien he tfeats of Ridicide in the fixth 
Bo<)k:bf his* IniHtutions. He too confiders 
ifi-^-a Brtnch of Eloquencei, and gives 
Rufes ibr its Efficacy and Reflraint^, 
' NiJ w, in Gonfequcnce of thefe Proofs, a 
&w Obfervstions will naturally arife with 
r<gard to Ridicule in particular^ iinaiilar to 
thofe which were made in the laft Section, 
upon El^^nce in general. 

Asfirft: Ridicule muft render every Pro- 
pofitibnr it fupports apparently true^ ere it 
can be received and acquiefced in. Thus 
eyoiy Qpioiop which Ridicule inftills, tho' 
it be the pure Refult of certain Images im-* 
preflcfd on the Imagination, by which the 
Pa£Bosi of Contempt is excited, is always 

*£ft, m^ fententia, vel tenuiffimus ingenii frudlus* 
Di Orat$r»^ 1. ii. pafim. 

^Rifum judiqismoMu^ndo, et illos trifles folvit afFedus^ 
et aniinum ab intentionc rerum frequenter avertit : et 
aliquando eliam reficit, & a fatietate rd a fatigatione re- 
novati— rifobetenim, ut Cicero dicit, fed.em in deformi- 
tate aliqua et turpitudine. — Rerum autemfspe, ut dixi, 
maxioiaruin nx)nienta vertit, cum odium iratnque fre- 
qucfidl&me frangat. — £a quse dicit vir bonus, omnia 
iaJva dignitate aq verecundia dicet : nimijiim enim rifus 
pfettirm eft, fi probitatis impendio conftat. ^int. Inji. 
1. vi. 

regarded 
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' , — • • • 

S K c T. regarded as the Conviaiori df Reafon,' aiif 
^ ' ' - received by the Mind as Truth. 'And tht«^^ 
by offering apparent Truth^ Ridicule gatriiT ' 
its End of Pcrfuafibn. ''''';' "' - ' -^"'^^'^ 
' A6AIN, it may be obfefVcd, "tfeit^^he*' 
Cdifequences of Ridicule wtA * regard^te ' 
fpeculafhe Inftru<ftioh or Inquii^i are df 'i 
very different Nature from thofe which V67 ' 
kte to Morals and Aftion. To the flrff ii? 
muff: ever be an Enemy : But to the latter rt 
may be an Enemy or Friend aiccordirig as it' 
is fairly or difhoneftly applied f It comes vet 
tOr the Aid of Argument, when its tlii- 
prefllons on the Imagination iand PaflioVis" 
are confifl:ent with the real Nature of*' 
Things: When it ftrikes the Fancy and Af-' 
feiftiohs with fiftitious Images, it becomes 
the Inftrument of Deceit. * 

Thus Ridicule may befriend either Truth' 
or Falfehood ; and as it is morally or im- 
morally applied, may illuftrate the one, or 
difguife the other. Yet it fliould feem, that 
the moral is more natural, than the immo- 
ral Application of Ridicule; inafmuch *s 
Truth is more congenial to the Mtnd than 
Falfehood, and fo, the real more eafily* 
made apparent^ than the JiSliticus Images 
of Things, 

Ridicule, 
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Ridicule, therefore, being of a vague, ^ *_^ **■• 
imftcady ' Nature, .merely relative to the__l« 
Imaginations and Paffions of Mankind, 
there muft be' feveral Orders or Degrees of 
it, iUited to. the Fancies and Capacities of 
thofi^^.whom the Artift attempts to influence. 
Ampng thefc fc;vcral Kinds of Ridicule, 
Juftnefsof Thought and Expreflion, adorn- 
ed with ftrifcing Figures, is the highefi: 
Coarfe Language, BufFoonry, falfe and inde- 
cent Images, are the Charafters of the low^ 
eft. For as • the Jroagiqation and Pafllons 
arc then moft refined and juft, ' when they 
bear to the fame Point with Reafon 5 fo, 
that Species of Ridicule is moft genuine 
which tends to condudt them thither. ' 
But, however Ridicule may impr^fi 
the Idea of apparent Turpitude or Falfe- 
faood on the Imagination ; yet ilill Reafon 
remains the fuperior and corrective Power* 
Therefore, every Reprefentation of Ridi- 
cule, which only applies to the Fancy and 
Affeftions, mn^ finally be examined and de^ 
tided upon, muft be tried^ rejeSied^ or r^- 
ceivedy as the reafi)ning Faculty ftiall deter^ 
mine. 

And thus Ridicule can never be a £)^- 
teSior of Faljhood^ or a T'eji of I'ruth. 

SECTION 
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Sect. IN further Confirmation of thcfe Truthi^ 
^* the dired Proofs of which may pdffibly lb 
ibnaewhat remote ^firottt common Ap|MH« 
henfion, let us appeal to Experience ; to the 
general Senie and Practice of Mankind. 
And here we (hall find, that Contempt aid 
Ridicule are always foUfided on frtconceiwd 
Ofinioni whatever be the Foundation of it^ 
whether Reafon or Lnagination^ Trutb or 
Faljebood. . 

For in fad):, do not we fee every difie^ 
rent Party and Afibciation of Men defpifing 
and deriding each othtf according to their 
various Manner of Thought, Speech, and 
Adion ? Does not the Courtier deride the 
Fox-hunter, and the Fox-hunter the Cour- 
tier ? What is more ridiculous to a Beau, 
than a Philofopher : to a Philofopher, than 
ft Beau ? Drunkards are the Jefl; of fober 
Men, and fober Men of Drunkards. Phy** 
ficians. Lawyers, Soldiers, Priefts, and Free- 
thinkers, are the ftanding Subje6ts of Ridi- 
cule, to one another. Wifdom and Folly, 
the Virtuous and the Vile, the Learned and 
Ignorant, the Temperate and Debauched, 

aU 
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all give and return the. Jeft. According loS e c t 
the various Imprcffions of Fancy and Af-* 
feftioD, the Afpefts of Things are varied \ 
gfid coniequently the fame Objects feen un-^ 
der ^tJbieie different Lights and Attitudes, 
muft in one Mind produce jipprobatiofiy in 
mother Contempt. 

. fo we examine the Conduft of political 
Bodies or religious Sedts^ we (hall find it of a 
£inilar Nature. Each of thefe railly every 
odti^, according to the Prejudices they have 
imbibed in Favour of their own Syflem. 
How irontemptible and ridiculous are the 
Bi^^fiean Forms of Government, in the 
Eyes of an Afiatic ^ ? And do not we on 
tl^ Side the Hellefpont repay them in their 
own Kind ? Are we a whit more united 
among ourfelvcs in our Ideas of the Ridi^' 
culouSy when applied to Modes of Empire I 
What is more contemptible to an Ef^iyb* 
mafij than that flavifh Submidion to arbi- 
trary Will and lawlefs Power, which pre- 
vails almof): univerfally on the Continent? 
And they are little acquainted with the Stato 

P A Venetian was introduced to the King of Pegu : 
When this Pnnce was informed by him, that the fene'* 
iians had no King^ he latigbedtcx exce/livcly, that be loft 
his Breath, and could not fpeak for a good while. 
Ricueil des Fsyages^ ^c* 

E of 
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jL^ within the Precinfts of Tyr«MP!yi.^-S^*J& 

is the 6tibjp^.fti:<»WS;,fc!ffe6)e^ 
^th^Fpgaf 4.^:fi?J^gu^iT:e«HBts, wliflrerBeer 

pie are;#f.If}berW^ fpfaJfititSieirtTb»ft^«M. 
Is tfaere^any Spfi^eft5^!l]^v(?4tive wrhichfi^ 

Chiirch c^'AoM^b^tli KQt ^xetiiifiaitl jupoQ ^^ 

#hft.^c difl€ntc4 firpm kaMcatof^PAiO^ 

j|)9»y^vn0t the I^inesrtf^ott^ .r^jferiiflf 

^Gbji^ehesi . been as > arraBf f Ofolf^ Jftiyiia#- 

ijltio^, of their refpeiaiv^ Sytftwiff^ oWhat 

^)fa#}4r^aDd coarfe Banter l]UAth Ite^H thrt^wti 

x(0^l[atihef , what hath mif beep l^rown)^ 

4»t £r^/4&M^'r5^:OnRelig]Qf]l4nd^^J^^ 

^'4j^j?, AEwlvhow bafelyhavefon^^ Qf our 

liyjnes: . fmjftituted : their PcnB [in ^ fofizier 

iys^. by d^fo^nding to the fame dirty.Le- 

jffit? Eveo the Sourenefs of Purit^niiiiny iiay, 

t{n^lS\AleBnef» of ^akerifmiizwc fomettmes 

re^xgd, eav^ yielded themfelves up ' to the 

liov^ ^.Joking:: And fly Jljipts, ia denmre 

Phrafe and fober Countenance, have as 

plainly fpoken their Contempt of thofe they 

pitied) as the loud Laughter and Grimace 

I of 




|e^S^to^a»flftV{'I to -: Vo 'M vn!i ■-;•', ^ 
tgbe^ ^^id^ili}§h%i (6^i«He^btf Affiiirs ^ 

ifi^SiMbft- o^^irjKCig^Aii&Aceil of'Life 
lilt^lhtfiaiiril^^fStai' The=C&ft6m6 off ah« 
t^l^^tlffil)ilfi%aVe ^ bteit kdld fo ridiculbus 
i^lfifilHyt^edeihs, thai^^dneft HdA«R hath 
!|4^ bimdl!^ as^tt Dyftbi^;>'bl>i]r becanfe'hb 
4lMfa^]t)!Koi^Skl th^mpn What Raillery hath 
ilkiftMfarbvi^^kH@'V«gnerable Bard, as well 
^^e BsW^I d^AMb^s; only bexraoib 'hfe 
4«th46lt^^f'%likr)Pi$¥ftocLus iCted in the 
0i^d«i4f Ctef;^ ftiitlfimfbif, and 1^9 FHefid 
^/^^l>ffrhM^g ^Princefs Naufieaa^ ftSL 
k»w^ bj^i'ittvlifer/ Maids, Wcat^downto 
i(Walh>Ui8'Klfl]^'^ and 'Queen's ClcKithB aloh|^ 
•OVi^ her c»f^lRekCca and- her Hijioridk* 
^«v^'i^U<sfltittrtdte the fame ignorant Cen^ 
^tffi^^becaafef^be went down «9 dravT ffQ^ 
te^ t^ A^d ib havo the DanghtdPS of Ao^ 
Joovrbs^fof) fpinning their Eather's Cloaths, 

• . ^ '•■ i 
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Sb o >r.|-vviitiihe!^.Wls Mftftfet 6f the Worlds" Thlis 

* the undebauched Simplicity 'of ^^akciehk 

'Rlhtej^beijoiiies the Jeft^modefhlAMiiy 

aind ^aWf^ < Flpm the f6toe!Prihcit>le/^^' 

l*W Mod* (rf Speech or Aflion, feeii ^iiViil^ 

dwh Timesf;^ ippe^ifsti^culbus to thofe i^htt^ 

give W^'td^e S^cs-df m2informM<^n^ 

t6m]^t and I^atighpftf. *^ What fupcrior Airs 

dif Mirth and Giyety may be feen iii a'GltiB 

ofCifi^CjnsVt>iaiffin^ JUI^mcnt onthcSn^jfttP^ 

the Wefttrtiy or' any other remote provincial 

BialeB ? ^xh at the other End of the' 

Tifefe, the Stream of Ridicule rohs as ftron^- 

dft^Ae Matfners and Di^lea of the Eo(^ 

change. The leaft tinrifuai Gircumftaiice'^ 

olF^ HdWti beyond what the Fa(hi6h pre- 

fifibeS, i^ by turns fo fenfibly rididifldds; 

thdt onelialf of theExpence of'0ifef8 fteifts 

tp^feonlift in afccommodatin;^ it to the Dic'*- 

teofes and Caprice of the current Ojrinion. 

Nay, it ii a juft Complafnt^f the^greatdt 

Tragic Poet of the Age, that thi?' indulged 

S^Hfit of Ridicule is ^a fundam^Qtal ObM 

ftru<aion to the Imprbvtm^t of the SFr^T^rA 

Th^eatre. " We d$f q ©ot, , %s ,he, h** 

^^ zard any thing new upon the Stage, in;. 

'' the Preferice of a Pw>gld whdfe' conftii^r 

' A. V Prance' 
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** Pradlice is, to ridicule every thing tb*dt is^ « ct. 
"^^^notjajhionable^r . ^' 

,. IsUjth£R is the* Ifefte of jMlankind lefs 
G^pricipus with reply's to ti^ Methods of 
R^dicul?7, than the Oh^ecla- of it. How 
m^y Sayings and Rffartees are rcicprded 
frgm Antiquity as the Quintf^&nce of Rail-' 
Itry^ which amopg us only-caife * a Laugh, 
becaufe they are infipid? Tully himfelf 
often attempts in vain; to extort a Smile 
from his modern Reader. Eren the 
faJes Plautini have in great Meafure loft; 
Uieir Boignancy. , There is a certaiti Mode^ 
oi Ridicule peculiar to every Age and 
Gouoti^v What a curious Contmft to each 
other are an ItaUan ^nd a Dutch Bufif<!>onf 
Ai^ I fuppofe the Raillery of a French an4> 
a 'Ruffian Drole are as different, as the nim-4 
ble Pranks of a Monkey^ from the rudeOaoi-^ 
bols of a Bfor. Even the fame Cpuntrjfy 
hath numerous Subdivifions and undeff 

* Nous craignons de hazarder fur la fcenc de fpft&a- 
cles. n6u?eaux devant une nation accoutiimee ^' touf^ar 
en ridicqle tout ce qui n'cft pas ^Ufege. Voltaire, 
Difc. fur la Trag. 

^Quamam tandem in loquendo, aut in fcribendo; 
quafi dtillatione rifum laceflunt .^ di(5tum unum, aut.al- 
terum : brevicMla narratio : nonnihil rep^ntinum^ et 
fortuitum, et recens, et ooyitate Tua primum. VavafTor, 
Z)/ ludicra dt^ione. 

E 3 Species 
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approach St. James's : And manyf^jgEgJ| 

1^1 ••no—-: Jiur lac amoluub ' ? ^BttW '" 
bn^m^ §«li»M 'fii^i ^«-icPW<^««^od 

qulars, it appears no lef&^fln&fJPTblJWjg^ 
iSSJf L]5^<«f »;>i*»4i ^cjul^grfdf^^i |hat 

JiftJSP. J*#?fl§brP»^ej|tt#^e,,aa§ gfeconft^i^j^ 
port of bis newJVIethoq m Inveftigatioh, 






' «««hyihingK<*kf^{^iflft=lWiUi^,Y<i*i*epl 
** what is handfome and iuft : — one nfi^ 
»esrd^ the WorM ttf^iffi reSt'Bhivgiiy'and 
•«Oenerofity ifeto^Rltfiiiuld/' -*]V&n maft 
-« be fouridiy WditlAI«us;*^« Vrf h %riP<fte 
^< W9ritha^iniiblb,^ wc^iB^la^aP^o ^mii. 
^« feule '• WifcKttl/ dr^'lsagh itf-f&n^ftfir 
-«^^l«s^nnfcW^'«• ^p o~. q.jE .i , isb^ 

• iH**i'wif haite'''^^^&«re?^^uiV«Stt 
-B&^i^' arid '^ftoiife ^DedfeA Ay^' "' 



to the Purpofe : Because, through the Err 
ror of IMaginaiioof, ITIihgs Miarently de-r 




' Ihib' fi6bfe -'A»t'# JonV&te fri-the 

. - . JVoLi. p. 128, I29» 
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Sect. Ffaf&ttic' -ReptiMcy k may%>fe.- fiot^iri oiir 

V Gp/fe> -Syftcma. Matters go quote otherwifet 

Sofak as commotl Obforvatioh f^adicsip^t^ is 

edfidl of alt Tkingsnto^mtke^that^^i^r la^ 

diculous, which *is^'M>t^mIfy deforafted* 

And^or^ fti(Hi**4t bt otberwife, wbife tHe- 

faiBxian htOLQimtion} is* i iiabld to « be xtnpdfed 

on, and capable of rccciynng^ [fiditiouS' Idi 

rw/ Repr^feWtttions ? m ' > 

• T«E ifKible Author tells \X6 next, 4h« 

^ iiothiiig a Prodf againft Raillery, excepif 

^ what' is. handfome and juft.*'— -Naindcte rf, 

«6r'/i&J^ neither, at all Times, Though: 

he tftie, that nothing of tbe op^pofite Rind 

is^ proof againft Raillery j yet' iiinj it is a 

ifa^ange'*Miftakc to ^^magille, that'* what is 

reatiy handfome and juft id always? Proof a- 

^rift it. For, by fi<9:itioaa Images irn- 

iprefled on ^he Fancy, what is r^aily band- 

ibmcindjuft, is often rendered ^appoinntfy 

Mfe 6hd deformed j and thus beconacs a€^ 

^»»]J?^ contemptible and ridiculous. ' ' \ ♦'*' 

60 T *• one may defy the World to Xntft 

•*^Teal Bravei*y and* G^herofity into Ridi- 

•**ctrle/^ Trwe, my Lord^ while they 

- ^f^tiin theiri ndtinie Appearcmce^ and fiteai«y 

*^ {^portion. But alas, how eafy ia it to 

difguife then;i 1 It is hut-concealing, varying, 

'^■^' ' . or 



er adding; a Ctfcumfttnce that n^y .^rikfliS b e t. 
theFaDCi^v and they j^fc. bnce ■ offiiaie h^W l 



Shapes^ rinc vir Names^ . mid Natures^ TJiUt' 
the Virtuts i r wfaidi^ > ieon ^9 : ^ '^dked: Lights 
attea^ duf Adoiiradbn byf tkair Beauty i 
wheit beheld thrcmgh. the oblique iMediunoui 
of Ridioile iburt up ia the Eorms of Ide$iSf 
HagSy and Mm^rs^\ 

But the noble Writer* enforces thefe gei^ 
neral Appeals to Fadt, by one extraocdinary 
loftance. He telb us, ^' 7be ^divioeft iVkui 
^^: who had ever appeared, in the Heathen 
** Worlds was ia the Height o£ witty Thn^ 
** arid by. the wittieft of all PcietSy^iOloJ^ 
^/ abominablj . ridicmfodi; ^ii^^a whc^^Co^ 
^. medy wrk i and acfled r4)ii Ptstff0fej<> fj^|l( 
'^ ib far was this from iinkii;^^' hi$ IviBfV^ 
^ Station, or fupprefliB^ his Phitpfophyfttjif* 
^f itbey each increaiad U^eixiore^tibr itf>5^^vl^ 
ipuft be*Qwned$;:ihia is^airesfftra&rdioar)^^!^^ 
ier tioo, iUakfs he means to: affirm^ tb»t4i^ 
•Reputation and Philofophy o£ ^ SpCR^^i?^ 
arafe bom his Bldod,* as ' ^.dbe f^ifiian jled 
". iprun^ from, the Blood of Martyca y/%For 
it appeal's jfirom all the Records of Antiqviky, 
that ^e Wit of Aristophanes V^ais the 
moft formidable EJnemy that ever attafili^ed 

?Voii. p. 31. .|!VoJ,i..: ' ■.,:»•■ 

the 



beeri 'the- jAidttliklieiij|r^i§l»&b#tfh3?^^9Ki%)us 

Bt& Wtitxft di> tlie^^r«ibAl>a^ '-^^nri^I&e 

7om <^oneeifed ^rtd lwft^Sd4hd%11j} Is 
yt^t ^ tiflfqiieAk>h6d< C]^6i^ fbr ^his 4%e- 
iiuityr< aad Learning. ^HIs Writei'j'^ilk-I 
iHg (^ the WM Wk'tiff- at^^AR^iaLTot!tiil«%s', 
tcllfevQS/' that' f* i^e C<«fte(Jji- inrei:9)ed>?'i&e 
'i'^CSoQisy U' itn -«stde^bie<^tfempt 'to ^ 
,«)6ipOi« o^e of th6-wif<IV iakF^fji^ ef'Mgft 
M!|0 iiie Fury'^and 60ft^nii|ft('&f a 4eii&i 

■»fiiSWi:<r^ V -.'> '^' '^'- "'■^•' -"''^ ■'>>>. ^-ri ;..-& 

j^i^ARist^iPimtfE^ ^^ tke-Ogtlth^ Sdi- 
«R«^^Es, 'ptietiBhd«d tbat'i££j'MWifr t»tt{> 
taken, in -^^in^ this »Plity>tus'> due c^-the 

tfiiie?pal -^CaSfek' k WtiiitW^m'l'f' 

the 
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IS^^M/ha^ ^K^yi^r^ili^tMiiads of tb? 

^nd revived this ftale Pretence, df ttl^iQ-J^^Eitt^ 

tation aesr«uees, erla condemnation de aocrare. \/ 

emfm^ %f??tfid«"^*a^ ««i^i^e^.f^, wit- 

que les accurations conuques aevtnrent des accMfatjons 

Tpm, V. p. 3T>o? • ■- 5>,j.3.,..»,>^*„.,v 
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S E c T. ". i& juft, O jjiikeniafiSy that, I ihould firft? 
^^- '^ ,r£ply tp ,t}ie,falfe purge pf my ^ir€t 
*/. Accu^EJ8L$., . , JPeqa»fp fcMfff^ Ui4.. ;tj*eir 
^^ grQUXvyQl&-AcQuAtiD»^;agj4qft m^/ivt^w y 
•' Years ago : 'wboPLXp^^AJXMOf^ tkan 
" tJi)e, -^^^r^,^. ^jf If Tu« 3.,4bouglj t^fe 
^^ too. he very ppy erfMl ia F^fik^QQQ^^ . ;%/e 
^.' thofe are. jftlU morepowerf^J^ wbabwe poi5^ 
fcfledandfway'dyou.FitoM your vtRX^N-- 
•* FANCY, in laying falfe Accufations againft 

V me. Many, indeed, have been tbefomy 
^^Accufcrs, and lon43> havb they €0N^^ 

V TiNUED thustoacGufe mfe, 2nd perJuadM' 
•' and i!»i^if^ you at that e arl y A^ge^ Vh^n] 
^- youwere MOST e As y of Be;ue« : While 
*^ I, ill the niean Time, was^wilJioitt 5on6^ 
'•'Defender. And what is A«r6i-ft of atl, T 

' know not fo much as their very iSTames, 
except only that^ of the Comebian.— ^ 
*' What then do- nay Acciifisrs fay ? — So^» 
*^ CRATES is criminal, iii that he ehqtiirfiS 
" too curioufly concerning whi^t is under . 
•' the Earth, and ,in the. Heavms^ and ia ^ 
" that he can ihake the worfe appear the 
better Rcafbn j and that he teaches thefc 
Things to others. Such then is the Ac- 
*• qufation ; . Ear fucb Things you faw m, 

*^Ari- 
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•* Arist^oPhane^'s GoWedy, where 4S e c t, 

" fictitious So c^ATiEs is carried aitmty i£^^^ 1^ 

'^'^fiAniiig, that he takes' Journeys throdgh 
'' <he Air, and talkiftg thuch riiort idle Stuff 
•» of the fame Nitui•e^^" 
^-'fitfcE we fee, ihc Phflofdpher refers their 
Aiifeufation tb its* mginat Caufe .^ And this 
he pofitivel jr acffirmfe, ^is tit other than th6 
eid Imptejfioris made againft him on the 

AfiiivMiCf, 27^^; rot tf^hHa/aqv 4^£\jitin»l^fo^tlf4i¥it9 KtfM 

itiov fi\)fi¥ uK>ii^7' iveStt etffiv ovroi 01 koKtm/ppoi aroAAoi, 

ralwf^ o7i ot/JiE T» C90iAoilct otav n avlav aieveu xcii etyrm* 
irAffv rfi? HA^fAC^^ridio; rvf^^ocvei «v» — ^-i ^ij Af/oi^gf Ag- 

^Sm^nrmra'Tt'^fvo^yifv K»i ret i7ro\fgxvt»* nUmv 
firlt§ hjofov KPsirla zo-.oimv* xai o^AAoi; T4(v7^ iiiaffudtf* 

e««» ^AvflfgovyJof. Plat. Jpol. Sec. 

Minds 



r~;^^^:^^^^^9''^M1' ^■J<Jb worf hnh ,^j«s»V1 
Whether the Ridicule of the comi^ ^!qA 





RanceS. oocrafes replies^ "That maybe; cut 



ift^i^eisibltc Afiiir^'^s^fe, ^i;)ng;t^iil&(|y([eiu: lUs^ 

maybe; Fut letiLl 

*' ting them m Mind, that the ttery Pr^iceriiow ^vt 

^^tilApg ag9> treated there '^VUdb.tbe:Mg^c{bfiidieatt£]b 

raflage i wouicl recommend to the modern Patromzers 
of the fFay of Ridic^lf. . ... 

• ' -^i^x Ridicule 



Inftance, And how docs tKfe'aflefe'tye -— 

Whidllg^^atH t^iat^Sd^did^ficomMibd 

jtejft' ji.'Tico aril lo alujiLi-n ifh -^rljjr' 9 

-oISlS ©(W^ftfetfJA)>ptfAft"«*^Pa!a^i '!flt<Sid5^ 
il»de %'«Ml^tft<dMWh ini(^mef«ble Ififtflfii^ 
(J^tMs Mature. ^'HttrSHv^ fee Tkthj^iA 





noq» ilkjGtciief ali^y of our comic Poets have 
been: thefui^ieafied Jkf/^^n of F/^ : i And 
have doh^'te Work^rtih fo'thbrbugh an 
induitiy^^ that it woyidpei)ard to find one 
yirtue, wjiich thjpy hzvi nolt faerijkeil at her 
Shrine. As Eflfefts once eftabKfhed are' hot 
cafily removed, fo not oiiry this, "biit the 

*^See above 5 S*- ' 

fucceed- 
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Sect, fucceisdihg Generation will pMiably retailf 
' the Irnpreflions made ia thei Ufp preceding 



ooess wbea IpQocenoe wns the Sptort of 
abandoned Villtn^r ; ind ^fw^fid. AiuU 
terer decked (M with all the P^'s Aft^ ^ 
the Expence of the ridicvlei ^vsA ir^krtd 
Hujband : When moral Virtue and Rdigt^ 
€>n were mad^ the ]t&'oi^^li€enti&us 5 and 
leoiale Mod^fty was bdiniihed^ tt> make Wa|r 
for fliaitielefs Effrmtery : 

: The Fair fat panting at a Courtier's Play, . 
And not a MaAc went unimproVd away : . 
The modeft Fan was lifted up rtomdre, 
And VirginsyStf/Ti at what they i^ii^ 

SECTION vir. 

Sect. HERE then we have accumulated 
^^^' Proofs of thf fatal Influences of Ridicule; 
when let loofe from the Reftraints of Rear 
fon. 

Yet ftill his Lordfliip infifts, that 
*' Truth/tis fuppofed,may bear all LightsC 
To which it is replied, that " Truth will 
•' indeed bear every Light, but afalfe one? 
He adds, that '* one of thofe principal 
" Lights or na'^ural Mediums by which 

'Eflay on Ciiticifrn.- « Vol. i. p. 61. 

" Things 



tmm 
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^^ Tbbgf aw to be viewed^ in order to a S e c r 
'•'. thorcw Rwogmtbiv is Ridicule itfclf \" _!"• 
This is full as wifeji^dcthod to cianifeft 
thfi Rcakude asid I^ruth of Things, as it 
would be to (hew the Rcditude of a ruling 
£ta£F, by immecging one part of it in clear 
Water. The Staff indeed would ftill con- 
tinue ilrait, but the two Mediums^ in which 
it lies, though both natural ones, would 
concur to make it appear crooked. Juft fo 
might it fare widx Truth, when half ihewn 
by the Medium ofReafm^ and the other half, * 
by the Medium of Ridicule. 

But the noble. Writer aflcs us, ** How 
" can any one of the lead Juflnefs of 
^^ Thought enduce a Ridicule wrong 
** placed ' ?'* — I anfwer, by being mijled or 
m^akm \ and then Men are ready to bear 
any thing. Shew me hito whofe Imagi* 
nation never received or retained a falfe Im* 
prefiion, and I (hall readily allow lie can 
never endure a Ridicule wrong placed. But 
of this infallible Race I know none, except 
the Inhabitants of Utopia. 'Tis true, he 
candidly acknowledges, that ** the Vulgar 
*' may fwallow any fordid Jeji^ any mere 
** Drollery and Buffoonry^.*' Indeed! .How 



-f 



* Vol. i. p. 6 1 . ' Ibid. p. 1 1. ^ Ibid. 

F then 
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S E c T, then can he defy the World to turn real Bra-- 
^ very or Generofity into Ridicule ^ or laugh /uc- 

cefsfuUy at Bmefiy or Good-manners ? And 
where was the Wonder or Improbability, 
that the Wit of Aristophanes fhould in- 
cite a lewd Multitude to deftroy the divine 
Pbilofopber \? 

But then he tells us, " it muft be a 
" finer and truer Wit that takes with the 
'' Men of Senfe and Breeding"^:' This 
Sentence it muft be owned is artful enough : 
Becaufe it obliges one to make a Separation 
that may look like ill-natured^ before one 
can expofe its Weaknefs. A truer Wit in- 
deed may be neceflary to take with the Men 
of &enfe ; but thefe, I apprehend, may 
fometimes be diftinguiihed from the Men of 
Breeding : For it is certain, that in moft 
Countries the Vulgar are a much more con- 
fiderable Body, than is generally, imagined* 
Yet, although neither Reafon nor the Paf 
fons gain any Advantages from high Lifcy 

, *L' Impudence qu'il avoit de tourner en ridicule la re- 
ligion, devoit etre reprimee: car une refutation ferieufe 
ne tait pas ^ beaucoup pres tant de ma], que les raille- 
ries d'un homme d'efprit. Les jeunes gens k laiflcnt 
gater par c€s fortes de moqueurs plus que Ton ne fjau- 
.roitdire. Bayle, art. B|ON. , 
* Voli. p. II. 

it 
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it tnuft be owned, the Imagination acquires ^ * ^ '^* 
a certain Delicacy ^ which the low Fulgar are . ' , 
^nerally Strangers to. The coarfe Pranks 
tf ^ merry jinJrew that engages the At- 
tention of a Country Fair; would make but 
a poor Figure at St. Jdmeis. But ftill it is 
only in the Modes^ not the Objefts of Ridi- 
ciile, with regard to Which the Courtier dif- 
fers from the CIowTL The Peafant and his 
Lord are equally fufceptible of falfe Im- 
jireffions ; equally liable to have Falfehood 
obtruded on them for Truth, Folly for Wif- 
dom, Vice for Virtue: The Methods only 
of Ridicule', the Engines of Deceit muft 
vary; rtiuft be accommodated to the dif- 
ferent Views of T*hings and Circumftances 
of Life, iamdrtg which they have refpeftively 
been cohverftnt; Thus it niuft indeed be 
a Jiner^' but' by iio nieans a truer Kind 

•of Wit,^ ' that takes with the Men of Breeds 
tng^. ..... * . 

The noble Writer proceeds to afk, 
" What Rule or Meafure is there in the 
*^ Warld, except in the confidering the real 
^\ Temper of Thmgs, to find which are 
*' truly feriQus, and which ridiculous? And 
" how can this be done, unlefs by applying 

F 2 ^* th« 



^8 ^F^ ^^ Ridicule, 

Sect. « the Ridkole. to fee whether it will 

VII 

' ^* bear ^ ? — Yes Aire, there is another Rule : 

The Rule of Reafon: Which alone can 
diftingui{h Appearances from Realities, and 
fiy the true Nature of Things : From who(e 
Determinations alone^ we ever can diftin* 
gui(h true from pretended Gravity, juft 
fironfi groundless Raillery. But the Way of 
Inveftigation here propofed by his Lord (hip, 
inverts the very Order and Conftitution of 
Things : By this means Appearances take 
the Place of Realities ; Imagination ufurps 
the Sovereignty which belongs ; to Iteafon ; 
and RiDidULE is made the Test of 

WHAT IS RATIONAL, INSTJEAD OF REA^i 
SON BEING MADE THE TeST OF WHAT IS 
RIDICULOyS* 

Yet itiU the noble Author fufpedts ill 
Confequences : ThatSut^eds "may be very* 
*^ grave and weighty in our Imaginationj but 
" very ridiculous and impertinent in their 
" own Nature"*/' True: and on the other 
hand. Things may appear ridiculous and 
impertinent in our Imagination^ which are 
very grave and weighty in their own Na- 
ture. What then is the Confequence in 
either Cafe ? Why, only this : That ]bna^ 

" Vol. i. p. XI. • Ibid. p. 1 1. 

> gination^ 
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ginatioriy and therefore Ridicule which de« S k c t^ 
pends upon it, can never be a Tte/i of Truth. 

But his Lordfhip infifts, that " Gravity 
" is of the very Eflence of Impofture p/* 
Yet this will do little for his Purpofe, un- 
lefs he can prove too, that ** Impofture is 
*' of the Eflence of Gravity/' And if fo, 
what will become of the Enquiry concerning 
Virtue ? Gravity, it is true, is cpmnnionly an 
Attendant of Impofture : And fo is Laugh- 
ter, generally fpeaking, of Folly. With as 
much Reafon therefore as the noble Writer 
infers from hence, that Gravity is Impofture, 
we may infer that Laughter is Folly in Dit* 
guife. In Truth, the Inference is ground-^ 
lefs, in both Cafes. Though every Knave 
fhould affed: Gravity, yet every grave Man 
is not a Knave : Though every Fool will be 
Laughing, 3ret every Man that laughs is not 
a Fool : We may be ferious and honeft, as 
well aa merry and wife. Mirth and Gra- 
vity are both harmlefs Things, provided 
they be properly applied : And we have 
feen that it is the Province of Reafon alone, 
to determine when they are fo. 

But after all, the Proppfition, that Gra^ 
wty is of the EJfence ^f Impojiure^ is falfe : 

» Vol. i. p. II. 

F 3 It 
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^ ^^ "^^ It iis only an occafional, though, indeed, a 
pretty clofe Attendant, in Confequcnce cf a 
Maxim long ago takdn for granted, 'that 
iSieafon was the Tiefi of^ruth. Let once his 
Lord{hip*8 be genefially embraced, that jR/^ 
dicule is the ^ejiof T!tutb^ and. we fhould 
fbon fee Buffoonry as clofe an Attendant on 
IinpoJiure^'^% now Gravity. The Try at has 
been rtiade ; and fuccefsfully enough tod; by 
him who has* kept the Multitudff in Opi- 
nion for twenty Yearsy that Learning and 
Religion are better taught in his Conven- 
ticle, th*n -- in all the Uftiverfities vftnd 
Churches of Cbrijiekd^m^xxi toother. ^Arad 
fure if tfriy thing be the EffenceiA his //«- 
pojluri'^ 'it is Buffooriry. ^ 

' ANB'hdfre let^ us not forget to ohferve, 
that the noble Write? often fas in the Paf- 
fage laft cited) confounds Mirths Urbanity^ 
6YGodd-hUnioury with Raillery or Ridicule : 
Than which, no two Things in Nature are 
more diametrically oppofite. The firft, as 
it anfeth fdlely from fudden and pleajing Re^ 
fifnMtintei imprdffcd on the Imagination, is 
juftly regiarded by all, as the befl Mediator 
iB evefy Debate. The laft, as it arifeth 
Ibldy frdm^ Contempt^ is therefore no lefs 
juftly regarded by moft, as an Embr oiler and 

3 Incendiary. 
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Incmdiary. He fets out with a formal Pro- Sec t. 
feffion of proving the Efficacy of Htimnnr 
and Ridicule in the Invcftigation of Truth : 
Yet, by (hifting and mixing his Terms, he 
generally Aides infenfibly into mere Enco- 
miums on Good-breedingy Chearfulnefsy Ur- 
banityy and free Enquiry ; and then, fronl 
thefe Premifes, often draws Confequences 
in Favour of Ridicule^ as if it were an equi^^ 
valent Term. This indeed keeps fome* 
thing like an Argument on Foot, and mif- 
ieads the fuperficiil^Reader. 
. Bur the noble Aiithor triumph*- in ;ftii- 
other Obfervation ■: When fpealdngtof ; mth 
dem'ZealvtSyhttclh'uSy that Vfwhateyiflr 
" they think grave and* idle&in, ^fccyiiip- 
*^ pofe muft never be* treated out of a grave 
" ahd folemn Way; Though what another 
^* thinks {Oj they can be contented- to tre^ 
"otherwife: And are forward to try the 
" Edge of Ridicule iagainft any Opinions bc- 
*^ Mi4 thbir own V- Now, if this be fo ; 
h6w is Gratuity of the Effenct of Impofiurty 
as he had before affirmed ? But whatever 
becomes of that'Propofition, the Remark is 
juft. And whomfoever he means to Com- 
pliment with the Name of Zealots^ whe- 

^Vol.i. p. 6o« ; 

F4 thcr 
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5 E c T. tber in Religion or Frecthmking, I fhall 
^ not compliment as Exceptions to the Truth 

of it. There is fcarce a Topic of Religion, 
either for its Diihonour or Support, th^t 
hath not been expofed to the illiberal Jokes 
of fome Bungler in Controverfy. And a 
much coarfer Advocate in the Caufe of Ri- 
dicule', hath wrote an elaborate and mofl: te* 
jdious 'Diflertation, to prove that the Way of 
Raillery hath been fucceftfully applied b/ 
every Sed of Religionifts and Infidels, to 
the Deftruftion of each other's Tenets, and 
the Eftabliftiment of their own. How he 
gcdn^ his Concliifion,^at ab^ Engine which 
tends, io fix Mankkid iri thdr preconceived 
Opinionl^ and cftablifh fo many Species of 
Error, is of Importance and Efficacy in the 
Search of Tr^lb, may not be fo eafy to de*- 
termine. In the mean time, in Reply to 
bis whole Tr^atife, as well as to the lafl: 
mentioned Remark of our noble Author, it 
niay be fuffkient to obferve, that Mankind 
often retain their owh, arid qppofe other's 
Opinions, ^c^m:^ imperfeift View of the 
Na[ture of Thing^; Their p^cfoliar Tenets 
iff Religion, as in other §ubj^(fts, are often 
founded in Imagination onlyc Their Ob-p 

' Suppofed to be Mr. Collins. 

jedlions 
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ledions to thofe of others are often as ^ b c t. 

VII 
groundlefs and fanciful. How natural then * 

is it for them to communicate their Opi- 
nions on that Foundation on which they re- 
ceived them ? How natural, that they (hould 
throw the Colours of their own Imagination 
on the Tenets ' they opppfe ? That they 
(hottld obtrude the like fiditious Images on 
others'^' which themselves have embraced as 
-Truth? That they fliould hold forth Ap- 
pearances Jbr. Realities 5 employ Eloquence 
inftead of Logic ; and endeavour toperfuade 
whomi they ftiould, bat cannot, convince ? 
ly. fecKW itherefor-e that his Lordfhip's 
Obfervattion (which containsrtb<ft Qjiintef^ 
fcncc.'of''bis Aflbciate'^s Wofi^ an^.^wbidii 
prohtWy.was^the Leavm that? is^vf^d ihc 
y9ko]c Lump of Malice^nd Dulnefa) i^Hiead 
of hieing favourable to. Ridicule as a ,1;^ of 
Truth, can only tend to ^ifgraca it- For 
fince evjery religious and unbalieyir^g Sq& 
hath alike fuccefsfuHy employed it ipfiJpport- 
ing their refpedive Tenets,^ and in render- 
ing thofe of their Adverfaries cpntem,ptiblc ; 
it fallows, inafm^^ as Podtfii}es^:which are 
effentially repugnant cannpt all l^true^ t^t 
Ridicule js one aj; -it^e Mogr rPp>yER- 

FUL • 
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''Ji^' FWL Engines, by which Error can be 



MAINTAINED AND ESTABLISHED. 



SECTION 

• - ' 

Sect. WE fhall only xnention one more of tlip 
. noble Writer*$ Arguments in Fayour of M^ 



new I'eft : But it is, indwd^r the very* Key^ 
Stone of this vifionary Arch, which he hath 
with fuch fantaftic Labpur thrpwn pf^g^he 
Depths of Error, in or<ler to ^vjte JVj^^kici 
over it as a (hort and-iegure Paifege to-^^e 
Ah^c of Truth and Wiifdoiji . ; > r, i ^ , 
c Hei tells us, that a new; Sp^fEue^ of -En*, 
thufiafts (French ^Pr^beU)'^^in% -latejy 
rifcn upamo^g.us, " We j have (JeUyered 
^' them oyer- to the cruelleft Contempt in 
'^in the World. I am told for certainitfhat 
*^ they are at this very Time the Svibj^ft 
** of a choiee Drqll or. P.uppet-fhow; at 
*/ .Bartlmy-Faif.' -^ And wl^le Bar>:'lmy-. 
''Fair is in Poffeffion of this Privilege, I 
" dare ftand Security ,tp our national Qhurch, 
*/ 'that no Se^ of Enthufiafts, no new Ven-? 
^.^' ders of Prophecy or Miwcles, ihaU ever 
"get the Starts or .put hcff to the Trouble 
^y 6i trying her Strength .with them> in, any 
"Cafe«." 

'Vol. i. p. 27,2s. 

So 
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So far, for Peace fake, we venture to Sect. 
agree with- .the noble Writer: But now ^ 

comes a finifliing Stroke indeed. 

For he proceeds to congratulate the pre- 
fent Age, that in the Beginnings of the Re- 
fdrmatibni when Pcfpery had got Poifeffion, 
Smitbfield was ufed in a^raore tragical Way. 
And that ** had not the Pfiefts, as is ufual, 
*' prefer ri^ the Love of Blood to all other 
^ Paffions, diey might in a merrier Way^ 

pcurhaps, feave evaded thegreateji FCrce of 

our reforming spirit ^ * * 

And noWi for Form's fake, let us fuppofe 
the noble Author to be what he affumfes, a 
Friend to' Religion and Reformation : Uc-i 
dfef thfe^Ghamfter, he redommends^iS/^^/^ 
to di$-' as'of fovereign Ufe to mveftigate 
Truth, tr^ Honefty, arid unmafk formal 
Hypocrify and Error. To prove this Ufe, 
he tell us, what we fhould leaft have ex- 
pe<3ed, that if, inftcad of the tragical Way 
of SmiSJti^dy the Romijh Priefts had jSre- 
ferred the coiiiic Drollery of Bart'hny-Eair, 
they had per ha(|>s^gafJned their Point, ^nd 
evaded the greatefl For at of oUr reforming 
Spirit. Here the noble Writer forgets'his 
Part, which is that of ^ B^lie*ver znd a Pro^ 

!Vol. i. p. 28. 

fejiant. 
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Sect, fejlant \ alledging an Inftance, which none 
' but a Haunch Pi?/^ could con/i/ientlyzi^^\Yz 
And, in his Scarcity of Proofs for the Ufc 
of Ridicule in the Efiablijhimnt of I'ruthy 
he hath offered at one which, if a Faft^ 
would fufficicntly have evinced the Power 
of Ridicule in its DeJiruSiion^ Here then 
lies the Dilemma ; Let his Followers get him 
off as they can. If their Mafter be a Be-» 
liever, he has reafoned ill ; if a Freethinker, 
he has managed worfe. Had he been a 
little more knowing in the Times he fpeaks 
of^ he might have found an Inftance more 
pertinent to his Argument, and more con-p 
formable to his Charadlerj an Inftance 
which fhews, not what Ridicule might be 
fuppofed capable of doing, but what it adu- 
ally effeded. And this not to flop Refor^ 
matioriy but to difcredit Popery. Bifliop 
Burnet tells us, that in the Year 1542, 
*, " Plays and Interludes were a great Abufe : 
*^ In them. Mock - Reprefentations were 
"made, both of the Clergy and of the Pa- 
** geantry of their Worfhip. The Clergy 
*^ complained much of thtfe as an Intro- 
** dudion to Atheifm, when Things facred 
" were thus laughed at : And faid, they that 
** begun to laugh at Abufes, would not ceafe 

till 
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^^ till they had reprefented all the Myfterics Sect* 



VIII 
*^ of Religion as ridiculous : The graver ' 



<«# 






** Sort of Reformers did not approve of it : 
^' But political Men encouraged it ; and 
thought nothing could more effe£lualfy 
pull down the Abufes that yet remained, 
^* than the expofing them to the Scorn of 
" of the Nation \'' 

This curious Piece of Hiftory is re- 
markable ; and tends no lefs to fupport our 
general Argument, than to recommend, 
what the iioble Writet is pleafed to fnear 
at, the- Sobriety of out . ViforMng Spirit. ' 
PoUtitst Min, fays the Hiftorian, whoife^ 
Bu&i^fg;' arid therefore v4iofe Aim, was tb 
/^^G4h/f,f Encouraged the Way of Ridicule /^ 
B\A 4[ib graver Serf of RefornierSy whofe ' 
noblttr^^ Miniftry, and confequently whofe ^' 
Purfiolb, v^ras to convince^ did not apprt/ix^ 
of k. ' ' H. 

Bpt his^ Lordftup' is fo fortd of his Re- 
fle<aion, that he jiufees it ftill further. « I 
" never heard (fays he) that the ancidnt 
*' Heathens were fo well adrifed in their iU 
** Purpofe of fupprefling the Cbrijiak Ke-- 
** ligion in itsfirft Rife, a^to' malce ufe of 
" any Time of this Bart'lmy-Fair Method, 

^ Hj/iory of tht Reformation^ A. D. 1 54;2- 

'' But 
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S E c T. cc gut tjjjs I am perfuaded bf, that, had the 
, «* Truth of the Go/pel been any way Jur^ 
" mount able ^ they would have bid miich 
•^fairer for the filericrng it, if they had 
** chofen ttt briri^ otir primitive' Founders 
^^upon the Stige'm a jileafanter Way, than 
•'that of BeaNSkihs and Pitch-Barrels^/' 
Was ever an Argument fo unfortunately ap- 
plied ? — What ? — Could nothing furmourii 
and dejiroy the T'ruth of thtf Grofpel, except 
only Ridicule^ the very Te/i o£ Truth? — 
And as to the Jews] he fays, that '* with all 
*' their Malice and Inveteracy to our Savi- 
" our and his Apqftles after him^ had they 
*' but taken the Fancy to ad: fuch Puppet- 
** Shows in his Contempty as at this Hour 
" the Papifls are ading in his Honour ; I 
*-' am apt to think they might pofiibly have 
*' done our Religion more harm,- than by 
" all their other Ways of Severity*/' ' 

What a Favourite is thzt facetious Droll 
of Wood and Wire^ the Barf Imy-Fair HerOj 
with thefe modern Advodates for Mirth and 
Raillery ! And indeed, not without Gaufe, 
for of him they feem to have ^ learnt their 
very wittieft Practices. Who taught them 
to turn their Backs upon their Betters ? to 

; '^ Vol. i. p. 29. ' * Ibid. *- • • 
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difturb the moft ferious Scenes with an un^ ^^S- '^^ 
Jawury Joke j to be at once blind and bold, __J«« 
and make a Jefl of the Devil ? Indeed they 
have fo well taken oflf his Manners, that one 
Defcription will ferve them both. And 
whether you iupppfe the fine one which 
follows to be meant of the Original^ or one 
of the Copies, you are equally fure you have 
4i good Likenefs. 

Sed prseter reliquos incedit Homnncio^ rauca 
Voce fir£pens ; — Pygmaum territat agmen 
Major, et immanem miratur turha gigantem^ 
Hie magna fretus mole, imparibufque lacertis 
Confifus, gracili^*^^^/ convitia vulgo^ 
Et crcbro fclvit (lepidum caput !) ora cachimo. 
Quanquam res agitur ioXtnm feria pompa, 
Spemit folHcitum intraftabilis ille tumultum, 
Et rifu importunus adcft, atque omnia turbat ^. 

But to return to our Argument. Be 
you well affured of this, kind Reader, that 
whatever Impreffions are made upon a Po- 
pulace in the Way of Scenery and dramatic 
Reprefentation, are no more than fo many 
Kinds of Jiknt Eloquence and Perfuajion : 
That Fadts which ought to be proved, are 
always taken for granted^ and Things and 
Perfohs often rendered apparently abfurd, 
which really are not fo* That the Vulgar 

y Mufa Angl Mach. Gest. by Mr, AAd^on, 
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IS E c T^ (both high and I(/tv) are apt to fwaiytx) any 
, ' f ordid Jeji or Buffoonryy fo it be but accom* 
modated to their preconceived Opifntms t 
That this Way of Ridicule, like every other, 
as it is fairly or diflioneftVy ap^ied, wUl 
fweep away Tr«lh or Fakehood without 
DiftinSion : That it will confouod Frenek 
Prophets widi EngUJh Reformers^ and en 
the fame falfe Foundation eftabli^h lil> 
Truths of Proteftantifm, or the Abfurdities 
of Popery. That as Virtue herfelf cannot 
bear up againft a Torrent of Ridicule, fo 
neither can Religion : That therefore Chrijii^ 
amty had indeed naore to fear from the 
contemptuous Mifreprefentations^ than the 
bittereji Rage of its Enemies : That Chrijli^ 
anity did in Fa6l endure this more than firey 
Trial : That its divine Founder was de- 
rided^ as well as crucified : That they who 
xf^ fucceeding Times fuffered for the Faith, 
endured cruel Mockings no lefs than Scour g- 
sngSy Bonds, and Imprifonment : That many 
a trave Martyr offered up his Prayers to 
Heayen, that he might be releafed by Death 
from the Contempt of his Enemies : And af- 
ter being baited in the Bear-Skin^ found a 
Refuge in the Faggot , or the Pitch-Barrel. 

* Propbefy unto uSy who it was thai fmoU thee! 

SECTION 
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SECTION IX. 

HOWEVER, the noUe Writer's Mo-S b c t. 
ilcfty mitft not be forgotten. For while he 
mi^t have arrogated to bimfelf the Glory^ 
of this wondrous Difixyvery, he hath in-^ 
formed us of an ancient Sage^ whofe Idea of 
Ridicule coincided with his own. ^^ 'Twaa 
^the Saying of an ancient Sage, that Ho- 
" mour was the only Tcft of Gravity *.*' • 

The Reader will probably be furprized 
to find that the Pailage here referred to by 
the noble Writer, is no other than what 
hath been already quoted from Aristo« 
TLB ** aS a Diredtion to the Conduft of an 
Qrajon 'Tis likewife remarkable, that his 
Lordfbip, in quoting the original Paiiage in 
his Margin^ has, by the prudent Omiffion 
of an emphatical Expreffion, converted it 
from a particular Rule of Rhetoric into a 
general Maxim of Philofophy^ But 'tis 
of all mofl remarkable, that in his pretended 
Tranflation, he hath entirely perverted the 
Senie of the Author, whofe Authority he 
attempts to build upon. 

* Vol. L p, 74. ** See above, p. 43- 

*TTic Words, T«v £vayT<«y — -/fiz^/r/iwnww— are 
omitted. 
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" As Ridicule (fays the great Philofb- 
*' pher) feems to be of fome Ufe in Plead- 
*' ing; it was the Opinion of Gorgias, 
*' that you ought to confound your Adver- 
^^ fary's ferious Argument by Raillery, and 
*^ his Raillery by ferious Argument." This 
is almoft a literal Tranflation of the Paf- 
lage. But. how the noble Author could fo 
fer impofe upon himfelf or others, as t9 
ftrip it of its native Drefs, and difguife it 
under the fantaftical Appearance of a 
Maxim, *^ that Humour is the only Teft 
" of Gravity, and Gravity of Humour,*' — 
this is not fo eafy to account for. 
: However this came to pafs, 'tis cer- 
tain,' that the Obfervation, as it lies in Ari- 
stotle, is a juft and a fine one: as it lies 
in the noble Writer's maimed Tranflation, 
it is Jalfey if not unmeaning. 

That an Orator fhould confound his 
Adverfarfs Raillery by ferious Argument^ 
is rational and juft. By this means he tears 
off the falfe Difguifes of Eloquence, and 
diftinguifheth real from apparent Truth. 
That he fhould confound his Adverfarfs 
ferious Argument by Raillery^ is, if not a 
jufti yet a legal Praftice. The End of the 
Advocate or Orator is Perfuafion only ; to 
;. • Truth 
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Truth or Falfehood as it happens. If he S e c t. 
hath Truth on his Side, it is likely what he , ' . 
will have then to do,! Will be to confound his 
^siidveffary s Raillery hy fericus jirgument. 
If, Truth be againft him; he will be forced 
to thange Weapons with his Adverfary, 
Hbhofe ferious Argument be mu/i try to con^ 
found hy Raillery. This is all the Myftery 
%erc is in the Matter: By which it appears, 
that whenever in this cafe Ridicule is op- 
pofed to Reafoning, it is fo far from being 
the Tl^ or Support, that it is the DeJlruStion 
of Truth. And the judicious Quintilian 
fairly confefles it, where he affigns the 
Cwfe why Ridicule is of fuch mighty 
Force in Oratory — " Quia animum ab in- 
*' tentiorie rerum frequenter avertit'V-S^- 
caufeit draws off the Mind from attending to 
the real Nature, of Things. Thus you fee 
the Propriety and Beauty of the Saying of 
our ancient Sage, v/hcn fairly reprefented. 

But as the noble Writer hath tranflated 
the Paflage, it is a Curiofity indeed. " Hu- 
*^ mour is the only Teft of Grivity; and 
*^ Gravity of Humour.' ' . He applies it not 
to Eloquence, but Philofophy ; not to Per- 
fuafion, but Conviction. And fo by the 
ftrangeft Convcriion in Nature, makes the 

G 2 : Trier, 



S EC T. Trier, and the Thing tried, each in theiV 
, turns, become Agent and Patient to one an- 

other. But what Artift ever attempted to 
try the Juftnefs of his Square or Levels by 
the Work which he has formed by the Af- 
fiftancc of thofe Inftruments ? Or was ever 
the Gold which hath been put to the Teft, 
reciprocally applied to try the Touch-ftone ? 
If thcrtf ore Gravity i orReafoning, be the* 
Teft of Humour 'y Humour never can be the 
Teft of Gravity : As on the other hand, if 
Humour be the Teft of Gravity, then Gra- 
vity can never be the Teft of Humour. 

Since therefore this fee-faw Kind of 
Proof returns into itfelf, apd confequently 
ends in an Abfurdity ; 'tis plain, that one 
half of the noble Writer*s Propofition muft 
cfFcdtually deftroy the other: Let us fee 
then, which Moiety deferves to be fup- 
ported. His own Comment on the Paf- 
fage will help us to determine. Which, 
however, he feems defirous his Reader 
fliould receive as a Part of the Saying of bis 
ancieftt Sage : But whoever will turn to the 
Paffage, as it lies in Aristotle, will find 
that GoRGiAs is entirely innocent of the 
whole Affair. 

^J Gravity, 
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*^ Gravity, %s his Lordfhip, is the S^ c t, 
*' Teft of Humour : Becaufe a Jeft that will * 
" not bear a ferious Examination, is cer- 
" tainly falfe Wit/' True : here we have a 
rational Teft eftablifhed. Next he inverts 
the Propofition, fets it with its Head down- 
wards, like a Traytcwr's Scutcheon, and 
now, fays he, behold " Humour is the Teft 
•* of Gravity." To prove this, Reafon re- 
quires he fhould have added " Becaufe an 
^^ Argument, which can be fuccefsfully ri- 
*' diculed, is certainly falfe Logic." But . 
this was too hardy a Propofition to be di- 
rcd:ly advanced : He therefore contents 
himfelf with hinting, that ** a Subjedl which 
•* will not bear Raillery is Judicious r Now 
we know that Sufpicion is often ground-- 
Icfs: Th^ what is fufpeifted to be falfe, 
may yet be true. So that the noble Writer 
again fuiFers this new Teft to flip through 
his Fingers, even while he is holding it up 
to your Admiration. But if any thing fur- 
ther be nece^ry to clear up this Point, it 
jnay be obfervcd in fhort, that Gravity or 
Argument is the Teft of Humour, becaufe 
Reafon marks the real Differences of 
Things X That Humour can never be the 

Q 3 Teft 
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^ ^ Y ^' "^^^ ^^ Gravity, becaufe Imagination can 
r ' only fuggeft their apparent Analogies. 

Thus the Sentiment of Gorgias is 
grofly miftaken or defignedly mifrepre- 
fented by the noble Writer: as it lies in 
Aristotle, it is rational and confident : 
as it is taken up by his Lordlhip, it is chi- 
merical and groundlefs. 

It might have been difficult to affign a 
Reafon, why the noble Writer ihould have 
attempted to eftablifh this two-fold Method 
of Proof, had not he explained his Intention 
in another Place. He there "^ wifely re- 
commends the old fcbclajiic Manner to the 
Clergy^ as being moft fjjitable to their Abi- 
lities and Charader : The Way of Ridicule 
he appropriates to the Men of Tafte and 
Breeding ; declaring it ought to be kept 
facred from the impure Touch of an Eccle-. 
fiaftic. For as Clubs and Cudgels have long 
been appropriated to Porters and Footmen, 
while every Gentleman is ambitious to un- 
derftand a Sword-, (o the clumfy Way of 
Argumentation is only fit for Priefl:s and 
Pedants, but pointed Wit is the Weapon for 
the Man of Fafhion : This decides a Quarrel 
handfomdy. The^ pretty Fellow is at your 

^ Vol. iii. Mifc. v. c. 2. § 65, &c. 
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Vitals in a Moment: while the Pedant S r c. ■8. 
keeps labouring at it for an Hour together. ' 

But ilill higher is the noble Writer's 
Idea of Wit and Ridicule : While he ap^ 
plies it not only to Conquejiy but In^eftigarr 
tion : And we muft own, it was .an At- 
tempt worthy of his Qenius, . to eftahliih 
this new and expeditious Method of Search 
and Convi(3:ion, In which, by the fole Ap- 
plication of fo cheap and portable an In- 
Jirument as that of Raillery^ a Gentleman 
might obtain the certain Knowledge of the 
true Proportion of Things, without the te- 
dious and vulgar Methods of Menfuration. 
In the mean Time, we; whom the noble 
Author hath fo often condcfcended to dif- 
tinguifli by the honourable Title of For- 
malifts and Pedants, finding ourfelves inca- 
pable of this fubli me Way of Proof, muft be 
content to drudge on in the old and beaten 
Track of Reafoning. And after all, 'tis 
probable this new Attempt will fucceed no 
better than the curious Conceit of the learned 
T'aylor in Laputa : Who being employed la 
making a Suit for the facetious Gulliver ; 
difdained the vulgar Meafures of his Pfo- 
feflion, and took that Gentleman's Altitude 
by the Help of a* ^adrant. This, it muft 

G 4 be 
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5z^T. Im acknowledged, was a Theory no lefs 
^ fiablime than our noble Author's : Yet k 

feiliKi miferably when applied to Pradtice : 
For the fagacious Traveller mforms us^that,, 
iiotwithftanding the Acutenefs and Pcnc- 
tration of the Artift, his Ckoths were 
nt)reUhe<i^ ill made. 

SECTION X. 

Sect. WE have now obviated every Thing ma- 
• terial^ that the noble Writer hath advanced 
in Support of his new Syflem. But as one 
of his moil zealous Followers hath under-- 
taken in Form to explain and defend his 
J^otions on this Subject % it may be proper 
to examine how far this Gentleman's Ar- 

■ 

gument is coniiflent with Truth. 

He tells us, that ^' to afk whether Ridi« 

•* cule be a Teift of Truth, is in other 

^^ Words to afk, whether that which is ri- 

** diculous can be morally true, can be jufl: 

and becoming ; or whether that which is 

jufl: and becoming, can be ridiculous." 

Here, as the Foundation of all, we fee 

the izmt Kind of Ambiguity lurkbg, as 

< 

• Sec a Note on the Pkajurn af Imaginatm^ a Poem. 
Sook iiu 

was 
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vwrs ohfbnrcd in the noUe Writer, la the Paf- S-s-e.f . 
iage already remarked on^ Forif by ^^that 
^^ which is ridiculous," he means that which 
is reaify ridiculous, it is allowed this can ne* 
ver be morally true : But this is £o far from 
proving Ridicule to be a Teft of Truth, that 
it implies the contrary: It implies fome 
further Power, which may be able to dii^ 
tinguiQi what is reaify ridiculous, from what 
is only a^rentfy fo. On the contrary, if 
by ^' that which is ridiculous," he means 
that which is apparentfy ridiculous, it may 
be affimied, this may be morally true : Be- 
caufe Imagination and Paflion often take up 
with Fidions inftead oi Realities, and can 
never of themfelves difringui(h them from 
each other. He tells us his Queftion ^^ does 
** not dcferve a ferious Anfwer." At leaft 
it wanted an Explanation* 

The Gendeman f^oceeds : ** For it is 
^^ moft evident, that as in a metaphyfical 
** Propofition offered to the Underfttnding 
** for its Aflfent, the Faculty ofReafon exa- 
** mines the Terms of the Propofition, ar>d 
^^ finding one Idea which was fuppofed 
*^ equal to another, to be in Faft unequal, 
♦' pf Confcqucnce reje(fts the Propofition as 

^Scc above, p. 55- 

'^ a Falfc- 




EEjJ^ay on Ridicule. 
_ ^ iiood: So in Objefts offered to the 

._, " Mind for its Efteem or Applaufe, the 
** Facuily of Ridicule feeling an Incongruity 
" in the Claim, urges the Mind to rejedt 
'* it with Laughter and Contempt." 

Here the Faculty of Reafon is excluded 
from the Examinatioa of moral Truths, and 
a new Faculty, never before heard of, the 
Faculty of Ridicule, is fubftituted in its 
Place. Now when a Stranger is introduced 
into good Company, and fure thefe can be 
no better than the Fiiblic, it is ufual not only 
to tell his Name, hat wbat /jc is, and what 
his CbaraBer : This the Gentleman hath 
not condefcended to do : 'Tis true, in a 
preceding Page he tells us, that " the Senfa- 
" tion of Ridicule is not a bare Perception 
" of the Agreement or Difagreement of 
" Ideas ; but a Pajjion or Emotion of the 
*' Mind, confequential to that Perception" 
In another Place he exprefly calls it " a gay 
" Contempt." Now, if the Faculty ofRi- ' 
dicuk be the fame as the Scnfation of Ridi- 
cule, or agay Contempt, then by fubftituting ; 
the plain old Term of Contempt, inftead of 1 
the Faculty of Ridicule, we (hall clearly fee I 
what the above cited Paifage contains. 

15' As in a metaphyfical Propofuion, the Fa- 
I " culty 
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^^ culty ofReafon examines the Terms, and^^ c t- 

**. rejed:s the Falfehood; fo in Objeifts bf- 

** fered to the Mipd for its Efteem and Ap- 
.*' plaufe, the Pajion of Contempt feeling an 
*^ Incongruity in the Claim, urges the Mind 
*^ to rejeft it with Laughter and Con- 
** TEMPT !"— Why was nothoneft Reafon 
admitted of the Council, and fet on the 
Seat of Judgment y . which of right belongs 
to her ? The Affair would then have flood 
thus : " As in a metaphyfical Propofition, 
^' the Faculty of Reafon examines the 
'^ Terms, and rejects the Falfehood; fo in 
** Objeds offered to the Mind for its Efteem 
*^Qr Applaufe, the fame Faculty of Reafon 
^* finding an Incongruity in the Claim, urge$ 
*' the Mind to reject it with Contempt znA 
*' Laughter J' This would have been Senfe 
and Argument ; but then it had not been 
Charadterijiical. 

We fhall now clearly difcover the Dif- 
tinction that is to be made on the following 
Paffage : " And thus a double Advantage is 
^* gained : For we both dete5l the moral 
** Falfehood yS^;7^r than in the W^ay of fpe^ * 
^' culative Enquiry, and imprefs the Minds 
^ of Men with a ftronger Senfe of the Va^- 
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,_ J __d Error of its Authors^." — tfcrc 
___'tis evident, that the Defign " o^ deteBing 
** the moral Falfehood Jooner than in the 
■j^. Way of fpeculative Enquiry" is an ab- 
H^d Attempt : But that " to imprefs the ^ 
^** Minds of Men with a ftronger Scnfe of 
" the Vanity and Error of its Authors," | 
when Reafon hath naade the proper Search, 
is boith a practicable and a rational Inten- 
tion. 

' But it is faid, continues he, that the 
^ PrafSice is dangerous, and may be incon- 
^iiftent with the Regard we owe to Ob- 
l^jcAs of real Dignity and Excellence'"." . 
Bet thisis but afecondary Objedlion : The J 
ttjncipal one is, that the Attempt is abjurd. 
However, the Circumftance of Danger is 
t without its Weight : Nor is the Gen- 
tleman's reply at all fufEcicnt — " that the 
" Pra<aiceya;>/y managed can never be dan- ' 
"gerous." For though Men are not dif- 
honefl in obtruding ialfe Circumdances upon 
us, we may be fo weak as to obtrude them ^ 
upon ourfelves. Nay, it can hardly be ! 
othcrwife, if, inftcad of exerting our Rea- | 
Jon to corre^ the Suggeftions of Fancy and ^ 
Paffion, we give them an unlimited Range, 

H* <i'>fiI^'<L-/Fvt'?f*ii I'Ibid. p. 10(5, 

and I 
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iftiid accpaiefee in Acir partial . or groundIe(s S e c t. 
Reprefent^ons^ without calling in Reafon - 

to decide upon their Truth or Falfehood. 
By this means wc fliall often ** view Ol>- 
'* je<fte of real Dignity and Excellence/' in 
fuch fhapes and Colours as are foreign to 
their Nature ; and then fit down and laugh 
tnoft profoundly at the Phantoms of our 
dwn creating. 

But ftill he infifts, that though falfc Cir- 
cumftances be impofcd upon us, yet ** the 
" Senfe of Ridicule always judges rigbt^*^ 
or in more vulgar Terms^ " The Paflion of 
" Contempt {il ways judges right/' Whereas, 
in Truth, it never judges at all ; being equaU 
ly excited by Objeds real or imaginary that 
prefent themfelves. 

Observe therefore what a Number of 
new Phrafes and Mind Guides this of Ridi^ 
cule, if once admitted, would bring in upon 
us, and all on equal Authority. For with 
the fame Reafon, as the Paffion of Contempt 
is ftyled the Senfe of Ridicule, the Paffion of 
Fear may be called the Senje of Danger, and 
Anger the Senfe of Injury. But who hath 
ever dreamt of exalting thefe Paffions into fo 
many Tefts of the Reality of their refpedivc 
Objedts ? The Defign muft have been re- 

jeded 



96 ^IP'y 0^ Ridicule. 

Sect, hold good, which the Gentleman hath at* 
tempted to draw between the Abufe of i{/« 
^ade and Reajhn. Becaufe the Imagina-^ 
tton, to which the Way of Ridicule applies^ 
is apt to ibrai to itfelf innumerable fidteious 
Refemblancesof Things which tend to con- 
found Truth with Falfehood : Wh^easthe 
natural Tendency of Reafon is to feparate 
thefe ajpparent Reiemblances, and determine 
which are the realj and which thcfBitious. 
Although therefore Spinoza hath advanced 
many Falfehoods in the Way of fpeculativc 
Affirmation, and founded his Reafonings on 
thefe, yet fliU Reaicm will be her own Cor- 
redrefs, and eaiily difcover the Cheat. But 
if the Imagination be imprefled with falfe 
Appearances, and the Paffion of Contempt 
ftrongly excited, neither the Imaginatim nor 
the Pajpon can ever correSi tbemfehes ; but 
muft inevitably be mifled, unlefs Reafon be 
called in to rectify the Miflake, and bring 
back the Paffion to its proper Channel. 

Nay, fo for is the Ufe of Ridicule, when 
prior to rational Convi<^on, from being par- 
allel to Reafon, or coK)perative with it $ 
that, on the contrary, it hath a ftrong Ten- 
,dency to prevent the Effi^tts of Reafon, and 
to confound its Operations. It is not pre- 
tended 
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tended that humaa Reafon, though the uU^^^ Tt 
timate^ is yet in all Cafes an adequate Teft of 
Truth : It is always fallible, often errone- 
ous : But it would be much lefs erroneous, 
were every Mode of Eloquence, and Ridi- 
cule above all others, kept remote from its 
Operations; were no Paffion fufFered to 
blend itfelf with the Refearches of the 
Mind. For Ridicule, working on the Ima- 
gination and Paffions, difpofes the yfycA to 
receive and acquiefqe in any Opinion with- 
out its proper Evidence. Hence Prejur 
dice arifes ; and the Mind, which {hould be 
free lo examine and weigh thofe real Cir* 
cumilances which prove Socrates to be 
indeed a divine Philqfopher, is dfawn by 
the prior Suggeftions of 'Ridicule to receive 
and acquiefce in thqfe falfe Circumftances, 
which PAINT him as a contemptible Sophiji. 

To conclude : 'Tis no difficult Matter to 
point out the Foundation of this Gentle- 
man's Errors concerning Ridicule. They 
have arifen fokly from his miilaking the 
Pq/jion of Contempt for a judicial Faculty : 
Hence all thofe new-fangled Expreflions 
of—*' the Faculty, of Ridicule" — '' the 
'' Senfe of Ridicule'*— and " the feeling 
*' of the Ridiculous ;" In the Ufc of which 
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a^ bf \^of£[| is^^^ke^iam^ theih for '-Tfifegs. 

^ who" cdnfitit tliiir Tliou^his Wlnfmk 
'' Syfttto, ' itid gi^"ilife'«ilfefvefe' uf> iSaniie 
f* firm Belief of ^hb P^rfe'aiorf bf^ny re- 
«teivcd HypbtHefis'}' ''sirfi^ifBy 'iiHi^ iBiiife 
" to be perfuaded; 'aiat'the Tei^tris oT tffi 
""S^<ft MTo iirite'd'tb t^eT^ratureoif THings, 
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^•b'een^bred up in the 'Piri^^etS'c' PKiia^- 
•*'^Hy, "v^hb does hot think etieitii T^Mii, 
uftdir which aVe ranked th^ WlPriS^- 
mehts •' 'tb be e^aftly cbnforrfrabfe -"ibitne 
'^Nature oi" f hin|s > ' Whb ^ tfier^'of that 
'^SShbof, 'that-'is not Efer'fukded,. tft^J^l 
Jlantial Formstv^^te'SoitB} ^h^hice 
of a Vacuum^ intentional Species, etc. are 
fomethll^ r<^al N---*' I'hcfe 4s rcarce any 
V -. 1 4S^<3Ic»o.-Phllofijpbiy'4ia8.hQJi aidiftiha Set 
jonef: J TcrtoOl^? QthetaviiniiJerftaftd not. 

*' Weakncfsof numanUnderftandiagilBtVes 
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^" feeling th^Jfocqqgruijy'.'-v^ '^5f«^ 
*.'^^of .Ridicule ^nXyr^^ ^i^i^g ifighr y^xnzy. 
,^itft ^.^ppripJ^ be placed,|fla,ongjt|i« learned 
,(^MeriJhd.hfft-g^e^^onedj.; „, ,„| ,,^ o 
'Ti? iJrangq,:tjii^^9p^^n,J^9J^^ We 

^Q^^ h^\{ejjf:d,|bifp ^ji ^ .£^11 Vi^jv ofj.^he 
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Se c T.in gcnefal witho\4t A^^ffifrdi^ be aj>pHe^d as 
■ ^. „- a Teft of TruihV fo cart' il'leaft of sU be? 
admitted in ' ekdiriiiiiii^ R^Bghus 'Opinions- ih ' 
the Dffcuifidn of ivhich hi^ IbrcffhiiJ fefetn/ 
pf inci J>alJ3r lo-rcconPirfiend itv Bec^fti, *' by 
'' infpHngth<i*coriteiMm^Pihie/witK;^^^ 
** /»^?/ Contempt, it hifH a iriolent Tcndcnc^' 
** to deftfoy Muttial Oharity, and therefoffc 
^^ to pf event fnutual''€o?tviff ion ** ' 

To iHuftrate this Truth, let us confider 
the following Inftance, which feems cltit 
and full to the Point. 

There is not perhaps in any Laftgiiage a„ 
bolder of ftrongcr Ridicule, than the welU^ 
known Apologue of The ^ale ofaTub. Its " 
manifeft Defign is to recomtnfend the B,ng^ 
lijh Churchy and to difgrace the two Extremes J 
of Popery and Puritanifm *". Now, if we' * 

■• Sbmc indeed have pretended otherwife. Thiis Mr. 
IVottm^ in his Reflections on Learnings fays; •Mt is a dc?- ^ 
<^ (^ned Banter upon all that is efteemed facred among 
«* Men."" 'And the' pious Author of tne Independent 
JVbig affirms it was *^ the fiile open Attack tbathafd htm 
** fude n^ifiphriftianity fiiKe theH^volutioni except ' 
•* tlie Oracles oT Reafony and was not inferior in Ban- . 
«< ter andMalfce, Ah the Attacks of O^^ \)r Julian^ ' 
«' or Pprjibjry^ QTj I^mtfn.^' p. 599. .: Wher6 by the^ 
Way^ theOdditjj of th? Ca^itr^ brcma^kablp epiughf^ « 
that h6 Ihoul^ pfbAounce the fa/e&fa Tfii to be a Libel 
on Chri/iiariiiyj while .it. is in R4ift* Vindie^tion of cur' * 
EccUfl^Ui^^ EfiahUJhment^ ^^d .i|t IJ^?. ff m^Tifne i^atitle 
his own Book ^ f^inaicatioh of our Ecclejiaflical Ejiahlijh" 
ment^ while in Fad it b tf £w/ ^/j ChriJIianity. 

confider 
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confider this cxquifi,te Piecp of Raillery as a S e^c r. 
Teftof Truth, wp {h»lj find ijt important and ^ ^ ''_ . 
vain : Fx>r. the (Jueftion ftUl recurs, whether 
M4 JI.J I W, ^W a juft, Emblem of the Englijhy 
Jack of the Scotcb, or Peter of th* .Roman 
CburcL, All .tfce Pomts in Debate between 
tlie feyerai Paftie$ are taken for granted in 
the R,eprefeniation : And we muft have Re- 
• courie to Argument^ and to that alone, ere 
we can detenninc the Merits of the Que- 
ftfon. 

If we next confider this Mafter-piecc , 
of Wit as a Mode of Eloquence^ we fiiill 
fiynd Jit ii>4eed of great Efficacy in confirm- 
ing every Member of the Church of En^^and 
in Jiti3 own Qomnmnion^ and in giving him 
a thprough Diftafte of thofe oi Scotland 2XiA 
Ugn/jst Aa4 fo far as this may bp regarded 
as f ,^ifatter of public JJtilityy fo /ar fhe Ri- 
dicule ^may be laudable. 

cBuT if we extend our yiew;s fo as to 
o(;fXipr.ehend ^ .lairger Plan of moral Ufky we' 
(ball find this Method of Pedtiafich :is:(b€li , 
as Chj^^ity can; ^^r41x .^pcoyc of ;!l*'ai: by -- 
reprefenling^Jthe Qne of tbefe Churche^'tiii^ 
der the CharaStr df <>dft,^ and^^^^rvery^ 

the ot|^^ 49def that; of incurable M^^^fi^ 
it 4nuft»jictd$ lead to tefoire Wej-y M^ber 

Hi 14 \ ot 



» « , §; ■^' df %e 'JS^/e/Zf Church W^B^bcKeveS iU Re- 

f-^ ■ iyrtl^ntatioh; - * vwW fuch^ 'i^friS^^^e bhe; 

and Contempt of the other, as to |)rtJvfcn1^ all 

ttrhie^af^ CA'£^iii;'#^f iife^^i^ rfiuft^*fe 

:th^ W^ ^ iii atwaa tiiH il6v^, aritf tdnVidi^ 

WlCijaforft)? Maftldn^, 'fe to ffiieWthat^^ie 

-Mtd^ defpife-thetn. ^WHife diey'itvei^e 

^liiat we*dcride, '*tis plaitt; we cahhot*foifi& 

'vfev^ ifee SubjeOiin the fahie Lights And 

SthtMf- \)^' dtttidc' What' appears tcr^S ^Wi- 

~^^tm^- we 'd6?ide'WKat'tiS fliitti^apl^rs 

. ^^my\ They Wilf ' t1ie^cfc^^acciiK'4-fc^ 

"itjifrep^ifefenting their 0|«riloiis^ iind afeti6r 

ViisaSi/i^ij/f and imhrous:'*-'' ''*^ ■- *-^'^''^ 

^'"'i^us" althoogh thir nbtetf ^polog^i^ie 

'%deea i Vihdlcaiioft of btt-'£;^i^Bhttrt^, 

yet it is fuch as had been bett^f fjjarcd ? Bc- 

'caufe* its 'natuVal fifitdt- is' td' dfeat^'ft-eju- 

aice, and infpire 'ihfe'tbntcSiding Parties with 

; miifiiat Diftjfte,' Contcbspt, and ttatiftd. 

'"; ijVt !f the Wajrbf RiiJiculc is thtfs wholly 

to fee r^eiSefl iti'trfeating eve^ ehiitroverted 

/r^^/w^tibjea'i'it Wni proWbly be'afked, 

^^''^ht^Vtben isit to be^Spplied ?' Whether 

'r^^ xfki^mto "^alutmk^'imdimken 



;^ .CreatJpE -hatl^ ^^ai^lfl^d^uad ?ndeavQUf if 
^g to raife,« bii^^/i§im,'v^Q ihcl^fme^ff 
jR£fifon. . One, Patty ofjOther, in, tliisPeJ^^ite 
^Jbath certainly incurred; the Ce^re,: ^\^ 
i^Cenfure is fpverc, ^f^ let it fell wijifiijjitjs 

defcrvcd. . I^knpw joone.thatcn^ep;^^^^]^ 
,v,ilify and, .blackei;!.. Ridicule .witl:^"t^|)>if- 
'l,(in4tion, upleis w^en it prerumes to elevate 
vitfcli" ;info a, ,?4^' S^ ■Ttk/'^ ; And then, as a 

Rebel to the Order and Conftituiion of Na- 
^;(u;e,'. it Plight, ,to,he refolutely,encqunl;ered 
,<m4trepclled, till it take Refuge ;in its pwn 
.jjjferips^St^n,^ ;,;-S ■', , ' I- yj 

^.. .XH^.^pipei Ufe, pf^RidicjJetlisTeft^re Is, 
-jiYvJo difgrace known Faliehood ; ' Ana.tn^s, . 

nogatively at leaft, " to enforc^ j^«ow« 
,;'^*,J|?ruth." Yet this can only be ^&med 
' ..^f, certain Kinds of Fslfehocid or Incon- 
rgif^ty, to which w,e Xeera tg have^^ppro- 
T jna?^cd the general Name of FoIhi'^K^<^ 
„.,>irigng.ihe fevf^al-Br^^ct^^.of j^s^cHjeiiy, 
H 4 ■ """'"' I think, 



104 EJfipy i^n^tmctvt. 

S E c f . f tJiirtfe; to Affect ArrdM. For is every 

, ' ^AfiBd^n arife^^ from^a falfe peteoce;tb 

Praifiyio aCoHtempt iMurr4dt£fi6%txrvtn^ 

'^nct tile Gteimaiitf of Im'Efron and thus 

becomes the Mtliiral Rerfiedyto theEvifc^ 

MtJCfif fabne Wftght be feidm this Head. 

We ttiightninthrcftrghniftnetous DiWfiorts 

. and Subdivifions of .ft?/^ .• Bnt as the TaA: 

woald be both itihpAficzvit and chdkfs, I 

am unwilling tb trotAle the Reader wth 

firch elaborate Trifles. ' '. 

It feems an Obfervation more worthy of 
*ur 'Attention and Regard ; that Contempt^ 
whcnGfeRidicule arifes, bemg ^fel^ P^Ji^y 
^ftd nearly allied to Pride,: if not aJbiblutdy 
founded on it; we ought ever to keep a 
fttiO: Rein, and in general rather curb than 
forward its Emotions. 1$ there ^ more im- 
portant Maxim in Philofophy than this, tfet 
we fhould gain a Habit of contrmiling oar 
Imaginations and Paffions by the Ufc of 
Reafon ? Efpccially thofe that are rather of 
tile feljijh than the iejfeiwlent'Kind ? That 
we flioiild ncft fuffer our Fears to fink us in 
Cowardice, our Joys in Weakmfe, our An- 
ger in Revehgef And fore there is not a 
• Paffion that infefts humanjLifc, whofe Con- 
ftquinces are fogenaally pernicious «s thdfe 
' " - of 
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cf* indulged Contempt. As the cdtaMtoftSBCT.- 
cOcewncficcs^f ^Life are tfee Obgeds wfefeh ' 
aflsbid' k N^ouiiflipiXient,* j^ by this means it is 
itffit Knoreconftantily in Way,- thanahyotfecr 
Afifcafiotf of ^tiife^ Mind t * Atid i»' indeed the 
genttalriMhilmeiit^ by whieh indt¥ki«als, 
JFrnnilieJi, Sefts> Proi«i«ecSi and Nations, ate 
AiVenfrom a 8tal6 o^ mutual Chw'ity, intof 
that oS Bitterncfs and Diflention . Wc pro- 
te^ from Raillery to Railing ; from Con- 
tempt to Hatred . Thus if the Love of Ri- 
dicule be not in itfelf a Paffion of the male- 
volent 'Species, It leads at leaft t» thofe 
whicft dVeio. Add to this, that the mok 
iginoraftjt are generally- the owft. cohlempfcit-. 
. ous; and they the moft forward to^ deride^ 
who feire mofb incapable or moft unwiWiAg 
tO' mtdtrfimdv ■ Narrow Ccnceptioas of 
Tbingi lead to gro'undlefs Deri&on : AikJ 
lliis Spirit of Scorn in its Turn, a$ it cutstis 
off from all Information, confirms us in oftr 
preconceived and groundlefs Opinions. ^^ 
This feeing the real Natwe and Ten- 
dency of Ridicule, it cartnot ^bc wortJi^whtle 
to defcant much bn its- ApplicahoOj^or ex- 
plore its Snbftrvienojr'to thp UfeS* of- Life. 
For though: undertfae fe\'fere Rieftri^ionS^ 
Reafon, it/ may ibfemad^ a pnoper Inftru- 

ment 



^^^'^ flicBt-oft immy f OcQ»iioApi;^ for ^fif^ipMig 
'--r jmmEiMy. \ y«, the-Taca of ^cg^tyjfegisy^ 

the Miod,.lbipDift9l^it;niii^;t9x^lj9af)^4 
tod f^tidaaV Informfttiost it^ Sf^( Mi^- 
flRofity it i&!^ttOi(]Qcit/Bj tHft6qror|ip. whicl^ 

the.Extfifinefi.tQ wM($l)k'A^is a{*^adri»[5 14$, 

tbefe conrpire to tell us, it )^. /^^ . Ip ,|e 
wifhed than hoped, that its Influence upon 
the whole can be confiderable in the Service 
of Wifdom and Virtue. 

Lord Shaftesbury himfelf, in many 
other Parts of his Book, ftrongly infifts on 
the Neceflity of bringing the Imagination 
and Paflions under the Dominion of Rea- 
fon. " The only Poifon to Reaforij fays 
^* he, is PaJJion : For falfe Reafoning is foon 
•^ rcdrcflcd, where Paffion is removed ".'* 
And it is difficult to afGgn any Caufe that 
will not reflect fome Difhonour on the nob- 
ble Writer, why he (hould thus ftrangely 
have attempted to privilege this Pafiion of 
Contempt from fo neceflary a Subjedion. 
Let it fufficc, in Conclufion, to obferve ; 
thilt Inconfiflencies muft ever arife and be 
irflAed in, when a. roving Fancy, con- 

^mt $ni Hm%ur^ Partii..§x. 

i '. - \ duac4 



^^^ftxririf^^^^ ■ l^ < ^>^^ H^^fzw aadf- an- 

yftfJ)^^X/;^i&#>4^S^d&«ik,'^^ ^^^ OAcritf Mind 

dip the^hdD^ <JAlhf(iki' «>}«> applied hk 

'^nibt'Ab x^ BAi^hij4i\si^^tc to fie bva 

■•"lO'!;' j.>i;;i 'U'll <:: ,.■^•■^ 
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ESSAY IL 

On the Motives to Virtue, and 
the Neceffity of Religious Principle, 

SECTION I. 

HAVING confidered the noble Wri- Sect. 
ter's two firft Treatifes, fo far as they ' . 
regard the Ufe of Ridicule y we now come to 
his Soliloquy^ or Advice to an Author. And 
here, bating only a few accidental PafTages, 
which will be occafionally pointed out here- 
aftor, we (hall have little more to do, than 
to approve and admire : The whole Difler- 
tation being, in its general Turn, one con- 
, H 7 tinued 



no Oh the 'Motives- u ¥ i r t u b^. 

Ess A V tinued Inftance of its*Auth€*^skKIhowledge 
"• , and* c«ftfi€}4.T^(le ift'BddfcSi' iilfe ^ki Mi^^ 

]S€;auties<>f this Work, if ikideeiiii kH^ii^^dod 
|iti Explariatipia^^i^^ut thi^ ftoble<^«Wiati af 
Truth ^nd Eloquence- which fhinpestbrMigh 
the whole, as irfapdrfedete^i^ltw^uldidtf- 
grace any Attempt of this Kind^ To the 
Wwk ixielf tKerfefo^e I fecomiheiid the 
"■ ■' ReadBnf.r*=.y''> - c .- . ... .M T 

....... ..The Doble. Writer having thwB prepared 

VsOfurStbe De|)ths of Pbilofopilyi by enjoin-* 
jng'^n Unfeigned and rigorous f*S'<^JEj»>ii(»^ 
i^ar^a ; r : proceeds to that higbbft aiid ^ faoft 
infereftbig. of all 6ut5e<3;$^ ^Jk}^Mot'hei'^'i$ 
inrtucmA^ion. And here it will proh^ 
bly^^pptar, that with a Variety 6fufeAil 
Trtttlis, he hath blended feveral pkufible 
Miftakes^ which, wheri more nceiirly vic^to- 
€d;;:feem to -b^ atterided.iwith a Tr^fe of 
very ; extraordinary ; ConfequeisceSk .• . WfaH 
hc;b»th,gi\';cD as on thi&.Sub}e<S|[j Jiflsciwefljr 
IQ the two: Treaufta, whiob ce^sapofc his fe- 
ftOnd:¥d^im*y iJRTa,ti*s;he'freqt*eiitljrrrefer8 
i« %]U)e .oriier . Piarjfe . of Hipi )^nUJ»^\\ where 
hei)Ath^widei)ta^iyitrea|6dithftjfllnie.*PD}nta 
JO fc: fW¥% fl^pHci* -Mahiir^i ^fo . ffee^ : fame 
Liberty of comparing one Pafla(g$ iwttb an-: 

other. 



• , 



.•I . 
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On ^M(immM^^i i^t^*. in 

9li^^fm\\Al&^^ ^) judged iteftfonar- ^ £ c r. 

Is tmisfi &e, jitlttt Yidb o^Jll^f^j^;^ wKlPh 
Cak bfbio wrapped Jbls^iE^muons^ 

'T I S Jio uncommon Circumftanite >i»ii ^ * c tk 
Gotitrov^rfifV^fointb^ art * ^ 

the Fwjf^bf/IIiifputatfAiip ?v;Ht|i06t jirecifeiy 
iivlhiidHlgV<Uiebi^eiideri^: dr>titily knowing 
<hcrmiiJiyes^ithe:Pamcttlar^ a(bout >vrhich they 

^^lifiqidj^aiidi ^o(e^<^poiite Fretenc«d'to 
Dtefhoxlftn^a) -vnih ^whieb ithofl Ekfbates; 
oWi tij©*qrVxi iSvi^eia?; ^ Hafvei ' bleen i infe^cd. 
Wimlc^ Itke^coft tending Parties^ firft b^ ^ft^ 

£(iaftbinatioii'Jwlikh^ ^ Intrnkj the noble 
$lh»lb:^liisitbr 4K^t ^(^bdd^^mied^o^incM ) 
«tditheft>qwmndni£^ .thbir^ehiie to otiheFs . 
iiP{daii|i'anen|xs'idndiSk^^ t}f > Beiifrt^ the 

^d^icalnKliwi^lfedgeJi inilcttd 'of imaginary 
Goaqaxttt, owoabi^l^^ilie ikible Rtward of 



ni On the Motives to ViRtus. 

•Essay Jj^ the mean Time, a Hiftory of Logth- 
macbies'^ well executed, would be no tinedU 
fying Work. And in order to open a Path 
to fo ufeful an Undertaking, I will venture 
to give the prefent Section as an Introdudiori 
to it; For fare, among all the Qu^Aions 
which have exercifed the Learned, this con*- 
cerning the Motives to Virtue hath given 
Rife to the greateft Profiifion of loofe Talk 
and ambiguous Exprellion. The Argument 
hath been handled by feveral of great 
Name : And it might poflibly be deemed 
Prefumption to differ from any of them^ 
had they not fo widely differed among 
themfelves. Much hath been faid, and 
various have been their Opinions concern- 
ing our Motives to Virtue j, but little hath 
been faid in any. definitive Manner, on the 
previous and fundamental Queftion, What 
Virtue is ? By which I do not mean, what 
A Aions are called Virtuous, for, about 
that. Mankind are pretty well agreed v but, 
what that iharaSlerijlic Qrcumjlance is, on 
Account of v«^hich, thefe Actions are called 
virtuom. Till we have determined this 
wich all poiiibie Frecilion, we cannot de- 
termine ^* upon what Foundation Man- 

' A Strife about Words* 
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•* kidd can be moved to the Practice of S b c t# 
" them." Oar firft Enquiry therefore muft "' ^ 
be, concerning the Nature of Virtue : In 
the Inveftigation of which, the Moralifts 
of moft Ages feem to have been remarkably 
defedtive. 

Let us firft confider what our noble Au« 
thor hath faid on this Subjedl. He tells 
us, ** The Mind cannot be without its Eye 
*' and Ear ; fo as to difcern Proportion, dif- 
^' tinguilh Sound, and fcan each Sentiment 
and Thought which comes before it. It 
can let nothing efcape its Cenfure. ^t 
'^ feels the foft and harfh, the agreeable 
.« and difagreeable in the AfFeftions t and 
finds ^ foul zvA fair ^ an karmonimi and a 
dijfonant^ as really and truly here, as in 
** any mufical Numbers, or in the outward 
'' Forms and Reprefentations of fenfible 
*' Things. Nor can it withold its Admi* 
*^ ration and Extafy, its Averfion and Scorn, 
any more in what relates to one, than to 
the other of thefe Subjects. So that to 
^' deny the common natural Senfe of a 
**futJime and beautiful in Things, will ap« 
" pear an j^eSlation merely to any one 
^\ who confiders duly of this Affiur^'* The 

^ Inquiry €$9i€tmi9ig Virtut^ Pkrt iii. § 2* 

I Per- 
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to ufe his owji Wo^ds, " The Naturp of 
"_yirtue confllls in a ce/'tain juft Dirppfition 

*' Of, proportionable Affc^ion. of a rational 
•'^Creature towards the ?«orji/ Objedls of 
*\ ^t^l't eind JVroug':." 

- ,^Xhe next Writer I fliall mention is the 
^aruqid, and amiable; Dr. Clarks- He 
fliinlis it neccffary to rc'iecl: this Ideaof Vir-^ 
trte»|,,wljlch,t|lic fjoble Writer bad ell:abl}fli- 
t^yzx)^ as afurer Foundation, than what 
inete ^Jje^iion, Se^tfe,- or ^ajle , could prpj^~ 
dupej - l*ys the Bafis, of .Virtue ,in RetjJ'ans 
ij^d infills, that its true Nature lies, in "a 
".Conformity of our Anions, with certain 
S'jeternal and immatable Relations and ,Dif- 
'f^^^rences pf Things, That from tliefe^ 
V) ..which aix-.neceflafily perceived by everf 
" rational Agent, tHexe naturally arife cer- 
*' tain pwr»lOl}iieaticm, which are of them- 

"^^'^ '■I Aftib 



t^didili^nt^H 'in-a' m'tippofition' tc^ BgtH t^^- 
m^emk^s of 'iWfeWir^yes- the Nature 
Bf WHirc'iH' \'- kii^TonYdfttti'ty of our ' Aafoni • 
,^'^th *r^/;&.* ''li)^,Vfii^s'j'tIiat''»« no Aia^ 
^wfi^te Wrd of i&ee'd. '^o^ any Berne,' 
^i-ti^'^b^^'fiVd^kmoMana'tevil ai^e'im- 




**'yv^fy*A'6V ii' HghV Ss^Jch dfoeS ribt <iyii'trar 
«'<!li^ trtiWl^iit triaatJ^cVerxthih^ n^isjM 
"'What ft ii''^"''' ' '■'' ^^ ' ' '^ ' ''''^-'■■^ ■" '•'''■''-'^ 

'^fifiRE at-V!ydfi^es%ere; ifeV^fiir''oth'^tJ 
J)«tefophicd' <^]«8 concerni% 1^^ Na^' 
fiii^iof Virtufe^f W^'thdt if c^hfiiv^^lh 'U.' 
lom^ M^r&r<?Ii:^in'^ayblaihg' all ' ^ttim 

rail 

[iJ 




have given us; ^Itf^tl^gM^^^rfu'-'tO 




fife OM W^ Mctivlht ^ Msfa^tJ mD 

-^^^ u^ A-'^^Ine the llibte WHkat'B 

^*^lie cftiihitXSf^^s'^yf RigHtJasd Wxoa^r 
'^^^'N^Wf'^h^t'r^l&e^ d6Ve^:g«i»ifwAi 
^U f«%<yo9 D^tiilfeft ? H«V6iwif3rf5rthe 
ilr^e%cii^l Idea froi*^ the>W(ir(l\«Wi^r,' as 
'tor the^^Mc 'aiffii&d ExprtsffionAbf /i6tf 

■ fibtS>^|athef i^n«i!(§h" ix^ eah«rW thde, 
^Ife'^m the fdb'ftqtientiPhrafeP'-*f3the-i!io>*fl/ 
'^jeBP^f m^BnUfi^'m-ong r*-^^hkf are 

«U general Names, i:«lative to i^fomeHkilig 
'^V^Jth'5§^^yfet'tififcri^Wrf, and/whid^fis no 

'Wore fejdplafeai'by th6'pj*t<6ttdi(dOd6nition, 
- '^tfl^ bfthe WM'xiiMi ifil Jatttfllflpted to 
■"he difittM." / '!ridfecd,^H*hcii bis^Lotd&ip 

^fftrtfi^r MirfaWi;tHkttb;teliri*vth«$iEd«a5r, or 

''iielJi^'{ih<?'F¥Ifendlefs,''is"«ff^it{fe»iiee of this 

Sublime and Beautifml^jf Things, we then 

->f>^.»?' > i obtain 



xm\A a? wM'©>i4^e^flfttp ^4ea, .^ ^^^ ? j^//? 
therefore, that Virtue confifts in^^i^^g^acp 

iHtAoia^v^i \S^j,s^jj)^,^le^Jy,^faw. 

\ft*<oikiirictfeingi;iji(<]ftjy9f^,ai>fin^f^^^iric^e 
on ?iCM&iflvAJijfc-p'«hl?g65B^lpi^ ^epjis^jj9^,to 
•qillhfato*^ \^u(ue;«(>»fiffeiff)ftlCon%flg^ oi^vx 

• >.i/ijd'> I 3 " fercnccs 




*6(lhiiigt lirtiti ii ^feQ^veHrtmoftl tS^pi^i^ . ipf 

'iJflibdf ^i«rjii»pliopn«f,3M«»i«f s» dor P^*' 

^w^jA^ihf^fi fefiipereaivesi.jtije Tjm% ©^ 

fdles "they maybe loQkfjd ^ppQkc^;^!^^ 

*.!tfettidinf i'k:>|Hierer^cte'jlsfeimay obfer ^e a 
flypng<CWneijifence betMiKeii • t^i »oble i^sji 
ter;4rSiyftem lOf lE^prsfliostJj a»4 jtfe^f i©r» 
C^ v^ R K iia t JFfliF, aj^Uje . 'owi laffif mft» I fibtf i^fcia 

*te/«i<^«^;fift^e,.wb«ri«flirmfcthe fame;r<^$tia 

« iiemimjr. p^ 50. ' ' Balgqy s 7r«<5S, a'^rart, of 
^(fr, Gf«(^fl<yi, p,.j9,..| .i.'A'V? V^'A 




Mxapid^ie. -We- i»ref 9^0f , kaaiii3k>&-t (d* 

«<^it il!$i%Fue^ th^'<«rfai«e^epvwilU>bear<«cribd' 
f^nW^Amite in' ^li ich th«f ha««riic]|s«|yed' 

^ KtN<^'4tf^itl daubtltfS 'laji^ear d' ®liiO(fHi-' 

two Mfitik\iim\i€mKf^Uris(dli%f6^\4iri^ 
which i^ipt«dlfc)}» lkl^^!fidt\tbi^tfaAiiB 16I& 

V A<aipn^, with Trutli ; in^^treptin^^^y^ry 

; Rt^:&f Nat. p.. a 7. (^ . ut^aO . t*A 
*i»:VviViV^ I^ «' thing 
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fft^UQQ which. might have been expeded iii' 
ap .Affair cj^foch^l^c^l^icf^ I^ptKtance;' 
Their common Auen}pt;.it: to define die' 

40^ J^^if««P«i)lif£'^n|ig^oi1[!h&i'EhiKli^vM. 

^^mi:'it^9j. ^f^^ pr$«iQQd«(i7£(duQitwa$'^ 

^Let It be oofervea once for all, tnjt tncDefihUiopi 
fm'fi Pft^F.. f^«^f i?4^H"Lrfij*W]?^^ . 

<* We need not tnereforp,bjp at a L0I5, feid be,, for ^ 
^ i)^fenpiiin^khi^'^ilf)^^gn'^^ may^i^U'it ' 

f^ ReStitudf ofCondu^. — ^If that bp too cpntraS^(t ^ 
*V fl[«iy,eiilarge,.aad&yi .*tis^to^ive^pcyrpltwaiIJrXele^- 
*^. ing md rieje^ipg ^ca>rdin^ to the Standard ofouf Be^ 
^^ i^g*>-:::V> H^ %^.^ ft»JJdiftei-aMt:.,yicw&i we may. fay, 
^< 'ti6-*-to live in tbe Difthaj jjCofl^^^^i/ 

Uii y< What 






nil) q/.a H3t)d •j'/iii Jil'Jiiii (ij;.. :'•'. i t. 
3£l} :jxirijb oJ ei rqiDjo^A- Ki.-iu.ii'O iiid'^l 

btvet n6» iteeiJi olinfii'ilrikJtt «»ikh i%4b^) 

did Objsdl^) :«£)« '«i«ld^^K}cnt; W^ any oth«k^^' 
«>^)ngt^«t<3/:7jB^A0^t» 8lii> 1lii"'«h^t^ tc' J<fd '<fii^ 

that whe« -Shtvikticff^s^SDV^i^Mei^ii^n, Sl^ii- 
formei: becomes an Inconiiderable Curve 

oTf i\hi6*^iri^/j^K" ft ienicoiqaiMflcs ^ Ucavciiik 
with ^i^Miam: Ckcle^ -yet dm^^s¥fyyyAif^^ 

v^nci^ thajbthig^.g^ JN^ but jpfuoQ 

^ ■ . * • 

♦^ Ik^t'odiirdiWgt^NAfurt — To Ihw ^tording t& Ftrtvs 
4* -^ to live accordmg X)o jkifi E^rienci 6f tht)fo Things 
<* -^hich hafppcrt arbuftd W^'V Thf€l* T^eatifcs hf 

i >v with 



"^fl 








•Vittfefrfpftb 41xf 'rtifcir: ' ikmi\ erit^nS^^f 

^'^and^Trttiih'y'ilhfejr'iire 'oWiph'te SdftiJt 
2«^jarBf^/fe;^;H)(/Ri^ <^ffii(iu^ deftfof whit 
i.^M3ey>'defigii'4o^^abHfh'.^» I^W follow- 
^Iftg^Ihfei^, -/rom blhe dF tli6fe=<;tW3r««ted 



* 



'-''^ - Mr» 



0^ :tke^Mowt^^^Mm? m ^y 

precifely o(,.^r^fp9^.^^r^^^ .tt^Sf 

St^^J^^^r^V^^f? a{p!ftW-mo^s ;^Cffftr<^,fee 

cither Cafe ; as there is fomething bf^ify 

. - ■ - f -R*/: »/ iVtff. p. 15. 

immoral 








oardDfi TjGtMEiHceV^ Syfl«ftE^^ %i|Jrel^ A 

Miai/l(bc»ldCtaife>td W^P^^) <¥cf,''irtKM ' 
it be admitted as irrat4(aii(im^W/lP^l' 

'ttffcka»Hereb«ivti« fio^hrhW dftKB ^^<pv 

fi\Bj^^lws fep\<fe»iw^ bi^dfti^^^ft '4iP^m/'' 

B^H»^,^cbu«th^'^M^b}t^^^/^Ah(^ i^^^ 
quired if|pi;<^f^,*a8W»flitoil«it8^'N«tare. 
ci)' 4 PossiBtY, 






ner$,.Beauty» orMTrtfthi can o^ijn&Heiftinu 

j&ijj^ , or 'inlj^igm^y/. M^ ^BiALifiir w( fe»o 

%f M ^(^'^<^iP^(jUfe[iiS:h(iiS(arelklB(m^ 

m^fe^ly j^c^rmmH irti^mth ^^Af^k^i 
to^(^9^,^a |i^\|^a X(U|gii)%e Mufidetf^fi 



ii8 Ottthe A^ikfes fa Virtos. 

Sss A «'lis ^•eating him aocxiffdingb the Otikrf 
'' Rektkms^ and Truth of Thii^ s 'ti&ttMH;^ 
ioghim accordmg to xsbet be is. Oh t^e 
cootrary, to fpeak to faknin a Laogiuge he 
undcrflandsnol^ 15 an AfHon neither Ai^ 
amng,Jit,fMtyniei 'tis treatiDg hhn ac* 
oocding to what be is'mt ; 'tis treating him- 
ss a Fofi. But although the firft of thefe . 
Adions he undetiiably beconaingy fit^ or 
true, who will call it Virtue f And though 
tiie latter be undeniably incongruouSi, irra- 
tional, and fidfe, who' will .call it Fice f Yet 
both thefe Anions are direded towards a 
Betpg that is fenfible and intelligent. I^ 
fellows therefore, that an Addon is not 
either morally Good or Evil, merely becaufe 
k is conformable to the Beauty, Fitnefs, 
or Truth of Things, even though it be di-p 
redted towards an ObjeA both fenfible apd 
intelligent ; but that fomething (till further, 
ibme more diftinguifhing and charaderiilic 
Circumftance is neceifl^, in order to fix its 
ireal Eflence. 

' What this peculiar Circumftance may 
be, we come now to enquire. And the 
firft Lights in this Enquiry £bdll be bor- 
rowed from thefe very celebrated Writers, 
whom we have Itere ventured to oppofe. 

For 
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Fix fuch is.the Force anci Energy of Truth, ? ^ ^ t- 
ttiaU while the;/ are attempting to invfolve^ ' ^ 
het^iQL a ClQiid . pf . Metaphyj(ics, (he breaks 
thtOH jgh |h^^ myftic;.J?'<?il,thf Jihad prepared . 
and woven for hfir.with fo much Art, and 
diffiifeth a jSjtxeatn ^f genuine Luftre, which 
the mou obdurate PrejMdice caa hardly with-* 
fland. 

Anp firtt, t^iQUgh the ntAle Writer every 
where attempts to fix an original, indepen- 
dent, moral Beauty pf Ad;ipn, to which 
every thing is tq be referred, and which it- 
felf is j|3ot to be referred to any thing far- 
ther": Yet when he cpmes to an Enume* 
ration of thofe particular hOsaos^ which, 
may be called morally Beautiful, he always^ 
iingles out fuch as have a direct and necef- 
fary Tendency to the Happinefs of Mankind. 
Thus he talks pf the Notion of 11 public In- , 
/^g^^,' as necefl^y towards a proper Idea of, 
Virtue : He (peaks of public AfFc(3:ion ia. 
the fame Manner; and reckons Generofity,: 
Kmdnefs, and Compaflion, as the Qualities - 
which alone can render Mankind truly Vif- 
tuous. So again , when he fixes the Bounds . 
of .the focial AffedtionSj he evidendy refers 

..•'•■■ 

^EJfay on JVit — Solildquy — Etiqmry — Moralifti — ^ 
MlJ'cd{aHits — paffim. « Enqu. fi; u p. 2. § 3. 

K us 
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1 30 Off the Motives to /^|rtti<[4 

E^ s A T as to the Iknae End of humfto Happfeeft^ 
•'• , ** If Kindnefs or Love of »j^ mpft naQiral 
•/ Sort be imrtoderai!e» -it i% un^^^yibtfedljii 
"vicious. FortJmSt^)wr-gi;?ait/T^ndes^ef$ 
dejlrtys ^ Eff^B. ofij^AV€f*y and^c^^ve 
iPity fenders us wfi^aU^ <>f ^ivijjg Sj^s^ 
couE"*.'- Wh«nr;Jie ,%e8 tjje ..pr4)j)pf Dfe- 
girf ea of the private ^ffeJ^ims^ ^ drw>S lu8 
Froof ixorf^ this, que. Point, ^ ^\ that jjby 
Vctiaving the Seif-P^^ns t<)Q -Jntonf^ or 
^ijftrpOgi a Crc^ittire. j^ecoin«6 ^lii]erftblft^'• 
Lailtlyj when he draw? a Ctatalogue^^of 4uch 
Affei^t^s, as are Qjtpft opppiite.tp Bf^vty 
add inoi;a^t$^ood) he fele£ts ^^ Malice^ Ij40:ed 
"of Sofiety^^r^T'yranny — Anger^^^JlUvenge 
" ^■'^reofhery^higratituds^^^ . fo.a|l thefe 
lailances, the Reference, to. huQ)a{i; {|^pi* 
nefs is io {^rtkmlac.^ndilirong,; th^ frocA 
thefe alpnt an unprejudiced J^Iind(rn^jhp 
convinced, that tj^ Prod!*^k>n jpCiifes^^ 
^appififfsk the great; (Hoivecfell^'Pttiitairi, 
whence our Adlions derive th^jjvuwr^f/ 
Beauty, ' ; i>/. :^// ..1/ 

Thvs ftgajn, though Ae e^celknt Dr. 
GicARKE, : attempts Xo Jix^,^^ tIsIjK:ure and 
Effence of Virtue iftjAar^^miJEflSerfiPipes, 
R^Iatiops^ and Fitlieffes qI 3i bi»gMft:Wfa»?i 

^Enqu. B. L>p, ;^4 3. .\r (Jk)^ *Ibid* 
. ; ' >* our 



On the Motives to Vi r t u*.* 131 

odt* A^bns ougfet ultimately to be referred i Sect; 
yet in enumerating thfe ftveral Atftions vrhich 
he denominates Tmraify Goadj he mentions 
Bone, but what evidently promote the fame 
great End, " the Happineff of Man." He 
juftly fpeaks of the Weifart of the IVhokj as 
being the necejfary and moft important Con- 
itquenee of virtuaus Adion. He tells tis* 
** that it is mar€ fit that Gop (bpuld regard 
^* the GfK>d of the nx)hole Creation, than that 
<^ ht ihould make the Whole continually 
«^ miferable: That all Men (hotild endiSa^ 
^* votfr to promote the univerfalXkddztfd 
^^ Welfare of all; than that all Men ihouW 
** be ctontlnuafly contriving the Ruin and 
*• DefiruBion^i zWr Her6 again, the 
R^^nce is fo dire<ft and fttbng to the Hap^ 
pinefi 'of Mankind^ that evert from the In^ 
ftanfftS^alledged by the lyorthy Authorj - i< 
<pf*a^8,^ thai a Conformity of our Afliotts to 
this^^reat^ End, is thef va^y Efienee of m^'iA 
^gSHtude^ 

Mr. W0LL45TON is no lefs explicit m 
tl& pttrtifeuter I- Fo^; in * iivei^y IfiMtit^ he 
bt4A^, l*e' Hippinrfs of ^att fe the^fii^le? 
Ed^to^hicb bis Rule of TrutH' verges irt 
aifHtovaried Madnep. • l^hus !h the^PaSage^ 

i'J ' K 2 already 



t ^.v Oft the Afofk)esr$^i R^tj »; 

E s r A y^fedy cited, though ht fcbnfidirs/the ft//if- 

. — 1 ikfWa Fiji as an Abfufdity be is far fix>m 

condemning it as an immoral Adlidh't - But 
in'the^fanie*Paragt*f>h, when he coti^s to 
give an Inpftanceof the Violation of fMoral 
Trnth, he irtimediatelyhas recouffeto Many 
ahd not only fo, but to iht H^ikeff oi 
Mairt; *' Why, faith ^^he^ fliould nbt thb 
*^'dtiftverfe be peckone* as bad; that is; to 
^^^t^it'a Man as a Fbft; as if he had no 
^^^enfiy ^hdfelt not InjiirieSy which hfe doth 
^feet'y as irto hifti P^in and Sorrow were 
^'hht PaiH^', Sappi*^ not Hitffin4fs PV: ^ At 
rther Tkhes'he affirms, that ^* iSk^ trnpor-^ 
^ttincik>i the Truths on the 6nfe and the 
^^- Whe'r'Side fliould be diligently r<?^jr^//V^ 
Arid^ I Woiiild gladly know, how one' Truth 
cafiir be" more important than another, ^ xM- 
lefs'upbn this Prirtciplt, and* in Refei^nce 
'i6 tf}^ ProduBion of Happiwfe. HiOifelf 
ihdefefd -cortfirms this Interpretatiotv; when 
he fpeaks as follows: ** The Truth violated 
*^ in^the former cafe was, B' haA a' Property 
^' intKit which' gave him luch'i I>eg*ee of 
■^'Ha/ipifi^fs: Th&t Violated'iri tfieil^ter was, 
'^^ © Md^dProp^rty ih that Which 'gave him 
'^'^^'ffapptnefsi^itly jitper^m ^ilkt Othef : 

-(-^ • >^ ''The 






Oh the Mbtsveito Virtue^ 1/13. 

jrhe >Vidation tker^ort in the latter OUJp S r ij x^ 

wibs. upQH -yfbh Account a vaftly rrwiar ^^ 

*^ j\$iolatipn>^han- 4n ;^e ibrmer *.* * 

♦Tm'^sk Bvkl^w^es rmay fcem fuiHcient ;- 
Eivt that all ^oS^Xt ^atisfadtioQ may be g^ 
ven.Via ta ^CircumftiiK^et which ia :of th^ 
greate^^rW^ighJli?ift:thc^ prcfcnt Qjjeilionr 
thpfe 'further Obfe>:VatiQns may , be added, f /» 

vAs ;tbjarefore thefer celebrated Writ^re 
g^vd no lilfttnces ojT moral Beaoty, F^U^s^ 
cr Trufh^ but what Anally relatfp t^ the 
Happmeis of Man ; ^, if we appeal to l^e 
common Senie of Mankind, we'/l^allfee 
that the Idea of Virtue hatli ntvei; bcrn ^ni-v 
veriaUy affixed to any Ad:ion or Afi^km 
of the Min4, unlefs where thi3 Tendci^cy 
to pijodooe Happiaeis was at leaft appari^f^. 
What are all die black Catalogues oi Vice 
i^ mx^ Turjntude^ which Wip ic^d im 
fH&jptjj or find m the Circle of \o\if owu 
EjoptTicacc^ what are they but (o vfxzny In^ 
fiances of M{f€ry produced? And what w^ 
the fiair and amiabk Atchievmeiats qf . jb^ 
gijlators^ Patriotic and Sa^es renowned in 
Story^ wliat but fa mdedif j£^SoxtJ^'iQ\td\Sc 
Mankind from JMu/ery^ aod -efiabUflr the 
pubUc iiappiaefs <m a fuj^e Foundbitipa ? 

*-&/. if Nat, p. %i. 

K 3 The 
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Ess AY The firft arc vicious^ immoral^ deformed^ bc- 
' - caafe there we fee Mankind affliSied or de^ 

Jlroyed : The latter are virtuous ^ right j beau^ 
tifull becaufe here we fee Mankind pre^ 

firved zndi ajjifled. 

But that Happinefs is the laft Criterion 
Kf^ Tcft, to which the moral Beauty, Tnith, 
or Redlitude of our Affedtions is to be re* 
fef redj the two following Circumftances de-^ 
mmfirate: Firft, '^ thdfe very Affedions tuid 
** Adtions, which, in the ordinary Courfe of 
*' Things, are approved as virtuous, do 
^* change their Nature, and become vicious 
** in the ftridleft Senfe, when they contra*^ 
d^dt this fundamental Law, of the greateft 
publick Happinefs.*' Thus, althoughin ge* 
neral it is a Parent's Duty to prefer a Child's 
Wdf^Ci to that of another Perfon, yet> 
if this natural and juft AiFeftion gain fuch 
Strength, a^ to tempt the Parent to violate 
the Public for his Child's particular Wel- 
fare ; what was before a Duty\ by this be- 
comes irfimoderate and criminat. This the 
noble Writer hath allowed: '* If K-fndnefs 
'^ or Love of the moft iiatural Sort be /;;z- 
** moderate^ it ife undoubtedly vicious^.*' Arid 
henCe, he fays,' " the Excdfs of hiotherly 

'' Love 
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** Love is. owned to be a vicious. Food- ^^^ t. 
** nefs*. > The fame Variation takes Place 
with regard to every oth?r Relation between 
Mao an4 Man. Infomuc^y that the fupe*. 
rior Regards which we owe to our Family,. 
Friends, Fellow-Citizens, and Countrymen 
--^Regards which, in theii* proper Dcgice,. 
ajfpire to the amiable and high Names q£^ 
domejiic Love, Fri^djhip^ Patriotifm-^^* 
w;hen .once th<ey delort f^nd violate the grand. 
PrinQiplc; of univerfai JH^ppinefiy become a 
vi(;ious, Fqpdnefs, a a;ean jafid odious Partis 
ali'ty^ juftly ll;igmatized by all, ^, igooroinir. 
ous and unworthy. 

Secondly, with fuch uncontrouled Aiu«. 
thorjity does this ^eat Principle commwd 
us s.that " Aaions, which are in their owQr 
** Natiirp moft fliocking to every btumm 
** Affei^n, lofe at once their moral Defor^ 
** ipity, when they become futjfervient to 
^\ thf general Welfare > and afl^mQ ^toth 
"..the Name and the Nature pf Virtue/' 
For yi^hat is more cpntrary to every gentle 
aqd kin4 yVfFe6tion,. that d\ydl^ m)^e h^ 
inan Breaft, ; than tofhed the Bloj?(i^ pr dc- 
ilroy th^ Life of Mai^?, Ygt thp ruling ?nn- 
ciple above-mentioned,, can recpncile us 

f Enq* on Virtue, 

K 4 rven 
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s s A Y even to this. And when the N^ceffity 6F 
* public Example compels us to* male* ^k Sa- 
. crifice of this Kind ; though we may la- 
ment the Occajian^ we cannot condemn the 
FaB : So far are we from branding it ias 
Murder^ that we approve it as Juflice c Vind 
always defend it on this gfeat F^ijMdiSfe 
alone, that it 'was neceffary for the fMic 
Goad. . '*^ 

Thus it appears, that thofe Adidtis 
which we denominate Virtuous, Beauti^, 
Fit, or True, have not any abfolute and in- 
dependent, but a relative and refleded Beaii- 
ty : And that their Tendency to fxikiii£e 
Happinels is the only Source ffom wheiitte 
they derive their Luftre. Hence therefore 
we may obtain a jufl and adequate Defi- 
nition of Virtue : Which is no other than 
" the * Conformity of our Afiedionswith ibe 

J 

■ThcGendemcn above examined fcem toh^vemff- 
taken the Attributes of Virtue for its Effence, Virtue is 
procoriag Hoppinefs : To procure Happineii is humd-- 
ful^ resj:,nckUy Uiu ; thefe are the Qi:aiid:s or Attri- 
butes of the A3ion : But the Acilon i:!M;, or its Effaau^^ 
fe procuring Happinefs. 

The Reader who \% curious ta ezuuine further into 
this Subiecl, mav confult the Praiv, £': vr;. ts Dr. 
Lam's TrarJIat::^. flfKiKC-'s Grig'r. :*' LzH : Toge- 
ther wUh fc^'cnil Pa£a^ in the Trarj!j:cr*s NsUs^ 
vhcrche win nr.J Ss^j:i.r.i Mstctc,:::: united in a very 
eminent and extracrdicATV Degree. 

" public 
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** public Good :" Or " the voluntary Pro- S « c if. 

** dudtion of the greateft Happinds." : - . ' 
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r IT may poffibly 'fiscm ftrange that fo Sect, 
much h&8 been thought necefl^ry to he op- ' , 
pefed to thefe metapby fical Refinements cob-p 
eerning the Nature of Virtue : But in Rea- 
lity, 'tis a Point of the utmoft Confcquence: 
For thefe Refinements have given rifetoa' 
plaufible Obje^on, which hath been re* 
tailed in ar^popular Manner by a late wordy 
Writer ; whofe leaft merit it is to have fup- 
plied our modijQi Gofiee-houfe Philofophors 
with fuch a Variety of faihionable Topics,* 
fh<; they have never felt the leafl Want of 
.n^Mt antiquated Affiftance derived from' 
<^]&RQWledge, PaftSj/ and .Learning, 

This Gentleman taking ^^d vantage of 
thefe metaph;^0cal Refinements, and parti-^ 
cularly of the noble Writer's imaginary 
Scheme of ^bfoJute^ irrelative Beauty, " the 
^* Hunting after which (he elegantly af- 
^^ firms) is not much better ^ari * wild 
^* Goofe Chafe** J " attempts feom hence to 
^emonftrate, for the Benefit of his Country, 

' ? FabU of thi Bm\ vol; i . p. 3 80, oai-. Ed. 

that 



E s A s Ydjafe; we arc utterly in|ib4s^n« when we 
^/ look upoa yir^Uaeandyicejasperi^ane^t 
1^^ JRjjfalitics, that; muil ever be the i^me in 
^\ sXX Couutrie$ ^d-^U Age^*^ ; ''< And thus 
he.profecutes \m, Argujtnent, . ^ 
,-,.The Wortt w^^^ccllcft^ off very thing 
be%^ yarig§ ^wordijpg f o If ^ropy pr Qpi^ 

^ii^Q. ,^' Ev€*»^ Jft h\mm Creature^, iw^at 

*^jis.t^autifuL ^^ oop (JIovMsrtry, is not fo i» 
^,^xy(:4^ hj^n4red Yearsi ^gpy 

** JMea were fhaved .as^((;lQfely as they rt© 
•'jao)Vi Jfiflpe.^hat, (JJiey >ave ,wprei JBcwds. 
*! T— Row meat> ^d cpmieajl a Maa loofea,^ 
jthatis Qtl^^r^wife w^-^4rf0ed^ in ana^rqWii^ 
brimed, JEJa^ when gv^ry body we^r^ 
brpft^pnes: And again, how monftrous 
^Vis^a ygry.gt^t flat, when the other Bxh 
"trome has-been inFafhion for a coniidera* 
V ble Tinie ? w- Jbe many Ways of laying out 
V, ,a GardeiJrJindieioufly are almqft innunjQra^ 
•/ ble.; and \vbat is called Beautiful in thecn, 
^^varies-apcordiDg, to the different I'ajle of 
" IJsTatioQs |tK} Ages^^." Thus jcapricious 
aDi4 uii^rt^n,! he t|e)l3 us, are our Ideas of 
natural Beauty ; and thefe he brings honxe 
^a t]]tf ffm^o^ J54ori^s. *' In Morals there 
'ViSa.^o, %r^mx. .Pert^inty : . J^lurality . of 

^Fable ofthe^ Bees, p. 372. ^J. 376. 

cc Y/ives 
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** Wives is odious among Cbriftians^ and dl S i c r. 

" the Wit and Learning of a great Genius ' . 

'^ in Defence of itj has been rqeSed with 

*' Contempt. But Polygamy is not ibock- 

'^ ing to a Mahometan. What Men have 

^^ leamt from their In^cy enflaves them, 

** and the Force of Cuftom warps Nature, 

*^ and at the fame Time imitates her in fudi 

'^ a Manner, diat it is often difficult to 

" know, which of them we are influenced 

^^ by. In the Baft formerly, Siilers mar^ 

^^ ried Brothers, and it was meritorious for 

** a Man to marry his Mother. Such AU 

*^ lianccs are abominable : But it is certain, 

*^ that whatever Horror we conceive at the 

-* Thoughts of them, there is nothing ia 

^* Nature repugnant againft them, but what 

** is built upon Mode and Cuftom, A re^ 

'^ ligious Mahometan may receive as great an 

*' Avcrfion againft Wine*." Hence, with 

great Stretch^ of Reafoning he concludes, 

*^ that Virtue and Vice are not permanent 

"Realities,'* but vary as other Faflhions, 

and are fubjedt to no other Law, dian that 

of Fancy and Opinion. 

And fo far indeed, this Gentleman ieems 
to have argued juftly, while he contends 

* Fai/e cftht Beis^ p. 377, 379. 

that 



Essay thf* m^f^j^>prohtm mdrDi^e^ the mtm^ 
^„...J,;_ Idear. ^af Beauty - an4 ' Drformkyy Tru/k^xit^ 
Re&itude^ wkboixt Reference t6^fbtn^ iiii:^ 
ther £Wi^c<iniiieiier'€onfliRite a ir4al't)r per^- 
manentEouttdftUon -of iP7(:^c*.\F^ 
aS\hBlmth ob&rt^d, tUere kavi^An^^ beert^ 
coniideraliit N EHfferqpfiC«> ^o£ vOpiijion «f«Hi\ 
fym^ Minds ^f jpfibr^ Iteautyi^aAdDeformityi r 
i|t the^'differ4nt /Nations and !A^8 of ^ tHerl 

Wwl4t?5- 4iMl iwoh' rAg^. a*^4r y J>r4j«^ivbaite 
^w bceo dUkj5i|»fttivp?fifti*(fert« 

piri^v^^ itrftoiim5*^(\r^!l\hen^ors^ wij? 

Hjij^y^ipjie fufjhei Jlrtffti XdmeMqthWdifthD© 
guiflllfig Bud €hara(ftef^c Gircu«ftftoqeiirfii 
rrfigr iftQr I befides> <^al <3jf mtK^^fi^tihtioh 
and Dijlike^ how fhall we ey^r jfefcow*** 
^^hicb\of\thei4 ^liomc^us O^m^vt^ v^pight 
fffxfwfrdng: f Uwef have ) nothing fi»itj»€* td 
appeal to, than the mere PrppirirtyjOf 3ftf/8<^ 
though each may h(^ thoropghly^CatisS^d of 
the Juftnefs of his ownj y6t,he>? ought fin 
R^on.to allow the. fatne^Right of Qfaoute 
to vth? rtft of : M^wkind in every A;ge and 
IyfatfDn^:r And thus iode^dj moral SeautyznA 
Dofc^^itiyi Fi^tue andFice-y coU|lidih.ave no 
pihprct'awy.than thaf of Fancy waA^pinion^ 
r riBux when» the gref^THftd ^of pjjWic Hap^. 

pm^liis ulxim^^iffifeirred ct0i^ W the >^«^f 
. ;. 5 uniform 



zimformCit^mti&znce ^thatf conftitutfte th* S j c t. 
Re^itude of huthan Adibns ; then indeftd^u—l— . 
Virtue ^d ^)?tr affume a^iftwe real and /i?f^ • 
ijw^few/ Nfttare : The cbofitidri <S^;2/^, nayi^' 
the very iVi^^gj^Vx of Mankind, will uige^ 
them to make^^n unvaried ahd juft Dij^ 
tinSionr ¥ot Hapfinefs and Mifery hiBk& 
too ftrong an Appeal to all- the Faculties of 
Man, to be borne down l>y the Caprice of 
Fancy and Opinion. That it was either atf 
accidental or a deiigned Inattention to tfa& 
great Principle of Hkppinefiy that gave Utive 
coarfe Writer anOccificm td^call in Queftid* 
thfe permanent Reafify df Vice and Virtuei 
die following Confiderations may fuffidently 
convince us. : y^yX -.r-x 

SnotrtD any <me afk, whether Heistltb aiidr 
Skimps tLTQ two different Thirigs, ho Etoubt 
we ^otild anfwcr in the Affirmative>: And 
^diM <«ftl-ely 'ifufped? any Mfen^fe Smtjerfty, 
who (hbuldtlell iisi that v^^hat Was ac66iinted 
Healil^ h bfap ^^Age or • Nation, was ac- 
counted' S1ek«*fs^J^ in iaficrth^r.' There art 
tikewjibv >lfti6h^Thibgfi- >afc ^WlicMbmb I*bod, 
and Poif«m'^ ' Not • ^bdl* vi^e cfntettftb. a 
niwh\l^feM» Opinlc^ 6f*ihil«^wh<> ftioiild 
affiiWipitftae Md^j^ii^^n^ 
Br^ad^tMt»^^mtmki(l^ 
^^ -V-^ :, that 



14^ Oh theMotftes H Virtue. 

Ess At ^M j^finic and SahHmftezn whokibme 
- * ^ ol^pdiibnous, « Imic^tnation and Opinkfi^ 
di^te^ Ontiie contrary vre know, theif 
Nature 'Widi Rcfped: to Man, 19 ini)afiabht 
The one, animfally whblefbme^ die odief^^ 
pdiibnoQs. Further: we know iliere kai^ 
been Debatbft among Phyfitians^ about 



ghmiind Diet: That fomfe have idaift^ 
iglhied the Wbolefomenefs of tf ;i//9i£i/, otheli 
Qf*oi^ableFx>odz Some recommended th8 
Ditokmg dF Heater y ethers of fFine. Yet 
none was ever fo weak ts to conohide firoflt 
Aieie different Opinioas about wholelbme 
D^, that ^e lioUrifhlng Qualities t£ Bread 
m the noxious ones of ArfeniCi were ndt 
fertnanent Realities with regard to M«i j 
^i that the firft could be made poifonbuSj 
the latter, wbolefomej by Dint of Ftf;?r)^ and 

Now, the Cafe' we are debating is exaft* 
ly parallel. For fare, the liappinefs and 
Mifery of Mankind are Things as diftinS: a^ 
Ibaltb and Sicknefs : Whence Jt follows?, 
diat ^rtain A^crns, undlcr the Tartte Git-i 
ottilftances, iDuftuniverfally produce- Ha|>^ 
pineft or Nfifery, as naturally as Food pfov 
ducetli' Healthi or Poifon^ <SickQe(s -tlnd 
Do^th. \^lia9e^alreadyfi^/t}ittwh«t^ 

ever 



Oft t]^e Mothes fa %KTv.€^ I4J 

iBV0r tcn(fe to the Oood (^ ^U, is, by' the coij* 5 s c t. 
lent of all, denomiflftted Virtue j that wl^r ' . 
«vet is coatiary to this ^eat £nd^ is uoiver^ 
iaUy l^anckd as/Tirif}^ iti ^ fame MajUM^j 
s$^ whatever . BOuriihes the Bo4y is called 
FooJ', whatevers deftroys it^ Poifin. A^ 
cordifigly , we fiad the Agteedtent ixxmi^ 
Mankind as unifdrm off the one Subje^»^ 4| 
qti the other. Ail h%^% ^d Nation^ hftVM^ 
without Exception OP Variance maiat^kicij^ 
Aat Hunianity, TOelity^ Tmt^ ;T«f«I 
perance, and mutual JBie^v6lenGe, dpa&ni^ 
turally produce Happine^ aa. Fo&d giy^rtir 
Heakh to the Body : That CrjiifeltyirTre^^ 
chery. Lying, intei)aperance,,JnhiMnaiiityi 
Adultery, Murder, t^o, as ]pidtui(^{y glw Ri^ 
to Mifery, as Poiibni brii>gsi)3n Sigkijef^ an4. 

Death* /]:.,. ^\ ■' .v^:•^, •:• .;■■'.'■■ ^.iU 

But hath not this Author given fu^tl 
Inftai¥:es ^ prov!6, 4;hdit.wJM^ k^etefted as 
Vice in one > (S^^untf y , li^J^pktiKled afe ^^ 

III another j^ H^^^iPslyimy^^f^, me^um 
Marriages hj^vg^ibeen ift ieiiie BffttioiMi. ffti 

puted Jmsfuiii ih^qtkfinmfri^Hom 1 . 4ni:i£ 

one Virj«^pr^i<r.Bb^inij|gto»t7 Qr JwnfeAfc^ 

doth it fti&f (A^wly if^lb'mth^iM^ 

Theught.^o«ld$l^>8pt)fe>i^ ver^.il»6 

fercnt 
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144 Oh the Motives to Virtue. 

Essay ferent Inferenee. If from the Variety of 
^^* Qpinions among Mankind as to fome Vir- 
tues or Vices, he concluded tbefe were va* . 
fiable ; then from the imiverfal Agreement 
of Mankind with regard to other Virtues . 
and Vices, he would conclude thefe were 
fixed and invariable. iThe Confent of Man- , 
kind in the m^, proves as much as their 
Difagreement in the other. And 'tis evident 
that both their Confent and Difagreement. 
arife from the fame Principle: A Principle 
which deftroys the Tenets, which this Au- 
thor labours to eftablifh. For, to refume 
our lUuftration, as the various Opinions 
concerning the fuperior Wholefomenefs of 
this or that kind of Z)/V/, does not change 
the Nature of Bread or Poifon ; fo neither 
can the various Opinions concerning Poly-- 
gamy or Incefty affeft or change the Nature 
of Benevolence and Generofity^ Adultery and 
Murder. *Tis plain, thefe various Opinions 
have been formed ** upon fuch Aftions only, 
** as are not univerfally and clearly con- 
** neded with the Happinefs or Mifery of 
*^ Mankind." As thefe Actions have been 
deemed produdive of the one or the other ^ 
they have been regarded as Virtues or 
Vices : But this Variety of Opinions does no 

more 
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more unfettle the Nature of thofe Anions, Sect. 
wfaofe Tendency is clear and certain ; than ' 
the Debates on the fuperior Wholefomenefs 
of animal or vegetable Diet can change the 
Nature of Bread and Poifon. Hence it ap- 
pears, that Virtue and Vice are permanent 
Realities, and that their Nature is fixed, 
certain, and invariaifle. 

Thus one Extreme produceth another. 
For the noble Writer and this Gentlcn^n, 
through a ftrong Diflike of each other's 
Syftems, have i^ofb endeavoured to prove 
t^o Much, and in Confequence have proved 
nothing. The one, contending for the per* 
mancnt Reality of Virtue, and, not content 
to fix it on its proper Bafis, attempts to efta- 
blifti certain abfolute and immutable Forms 
of Beauty, without Regard to any further 
End, and thus, by laying a chimerical 
Foundation, betrays the Caufe which hefo 
generoufly defends. The other, intent on 
deftroying the permanent Reality of Virtue 
and Vice, and perceiving how weak a Bafis 
the noble Writer had laid for their Efta- 
bliftiment, after proving this to be imagi- 
nary, as wifely as honeftly infers, there is 
no real one in Nature. We now fee the 
Folly of thcfe Extremes : That as on the 

L one 



thoffc. Relations w^cIj.spoceifUiiMs ^i^rit 

* "^^ ''• .' Jfeti-i: this idle 6):^e^on again!0k tfe^W-J 

: — .i»?<S?m,^tf^'/j» of -Yirtue ai^d Vifp^iij.^KH 

the (wlj;qfie which iheWtiUr l^-^^mnr., 
tkm4 h%thjlaboured,.fqr the D^jkp^G^fiii 

^.f^i^nr^r^Ymfl^r^ For the --ro^wii JJlfift^ 
and Intention of his Book is to prove oj^ lef|^ 
a ParftcJQX than this, that " jN^iyate Vicef are 
"pttfeiic Benefits." Now, till jhJRjOhr. 
je<^n be reirioved, our Idea and ^ffini^iciil? 
of .Viftj*e can neyer be thorp«gfeljif:^ft*r.^ 
hliflied. For iffirimte Vim be/|flf^rj^. 
n^4, ithen priv.a^e Virtues are p«hli^(,ftj^, 
. chiefs. And if fo, what bectHn^s 4^ ^uf^v 

JD^nitm? ) a i, i 

T.i<s4ir^ notable ^ircumftanci^i, in rthi^r 
foi:f]!)idable Aflbrtioik of Dr. IVLAjf^^y iijl>e^ 

is . .its. tttter loconfiftfuci^ with ajU'tluut h^' 

)^ht jidvan5:ed in . order to . ^^t^&fpy^, . ihs - 

.* . 1 thefe 
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thefe^-^-ihgrfe mmesi 'the' Creawi'e? W-^'«^fjT; 

^/»?flM.Ilff '6fi( -tHfe ^^riftSfy, 'they- reafly ' 

attempted to prove, how can they W^ft*^-^ 
Non-Entities, the Care^ture^ of Pancy and 
Opinion ? Here lies a srofs and palpable 
IriiaSheiferice -: - TSJfe^<*WieH't eft f fej ^o 
1*eoHe& you pleal^J^tHe i6th€^'>lAfaft«iff - 
4<JftfGyfiit. If^iclrtke'^^liefi^i^fill' 
t^ft^ i pmnMiitt^iiMy f'-ir«lf ft ftift^i 
pii##ikilc»il''iKm%; ' ^ caiMdt^ Bi)i%"1^'i;ifilf^ 

"siL^ us'iiof#{exaS!^b<^- IhiJ^tJiJidWfid^'-- 
oi^Whldi hfi^hath'bdllt this^'il^Mi^e lly^ ' 
t^$i:^^$lls^Bbok^y%e'&Aii^^ kfio^fei#r 
diiKj^iit!#]^/^d;^,'#hi^4$e h«^ ^ib^iili^' 
cc^i«li^/\d^ t^^^^^Mfbfel} fbg^the#> 4bi''* 
c^^f ^4¥<ia^in "^^^ Tiim would .^' 

The firft Principle be lays tm^^'''^- 

Wbr$^3"l^^Hfye ^Uti^^^ dr^e^ha- 
*t«irsitqf^^it^ ii^kfetf a^iti«iV'>Chbr^' 

©isriJ La ' of 



, glM[etbbytig[>*^^ 
^6iigh th&' wholeGcMfe of Ms At guo^jt^ 
^jy^ei'^^tevtxyfelj^ Appctitd i^^ 
Hsi tfmy Appetite which hath regacd]to>a»<'- 
''•fe^Mii *m owivNattire vib and^ dborsSba^Afi^ 
'^^IThi^ t9^«:ahdid Header will prohMf AiAk 

- ^ii^l^ifo hard up6h^ hutnan Nature: jThat tko 
Man can ^bfr wVraoax, i ^ while he ehdjsiiLVJpifFS 
to'hei efteemedy while he loves -to quench 
hiS'ThirfVi mlniftdr to Pofterily>j,<»>eBfejMs 

^'Dinncfr. >&n{ the Weight of theffe/^l^ 

- Ihfta^ces, -the Value of this tfi^fft» JEr iiHa^le 
'ittv3ty be fafely left to any vMan'iiin^pafifiial 

• Trial. - O'^^y^^' ■ i- ^ /.-> ,. niiJtira od 

HAVijta 'thu& . liffanded ieyeigr) hjQtatifi- 

^ ^catioh of th6 n^uvaiiAppetkesij^ rhe/^ns 

' frbitt^-hettce^' a^prb^er Foundaticufcofoiiolhe 

-^«ifcohcii Pi7&?r of ihiftifViw/^vof Vicoq.j JFor 

'' he^a^quraints usc^rith ^^at: Soleftimt3i» that^ 

. pf all oth?r Vices, tjiat of Luxury is^moft 

beneficial to a State: And t^ll^^i were 

V'<?A' ' banilhed 



iQqcmpdticaiaiiHoifldriiaim^ ' '' ^ 

^«fad tfecay^\^^. He faysvad(e«diVr|l}atrlP^,^^ 

ft«dfihe-left( thelMsttiotfr hwo>Jwfl[riJ^ 

^WcfofeM as he iS'uliv^C^^ 

a4id^*e>aifiMredttHryJ thafofietzhftd ^\Mnd^ill 

^I4ibl¥i6l%rli^ tiida^eaitieil^i Ais ^ jy^^^e- 
Ii^tflacil^riHline&ryfaying, ^X,yky-v^ ¥fin^iU 
he meant a Goofe^ or a Turkey ? . .'ri 7 f 
dijr>1I^ty5pwhete^hcaiBrm&'that iii^ • ^ 

^^^ti^ceth pixbUeiHappiac&y im^i fl^i^^;! ^aidy 
^^ifo9oroiifeet:^db6poahd36ibtsb Sp^f^^t^H)) to 

t^4it ^jftwcipitdlsfiMSif fWthafc Jia^iy/ntjjing is 

fto/n 21 \rj>xx^ A lu nab .^do;'/ t-wio (.v to / 
baifiHiKf L 3 .■ Luxury 
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Ess f^ ^ <^ Ij^acoTf that is not immediately Jieoefiarjf 



»** to make Man Aifafiil: as he is ailivia^ 
^^CreaCure; wekngli not ib nmck . at h^ 
Impudence, as at cur own FoHy i]i.^vu% 
'Ear to fo idle a-Pratcr, mliOy wbeo 3Mi 
diought wc had iiim refonning Stale^: and 
new-iiK)dding Philc^phy, is aM the: wJulb 
playi&g at Otfffi^ . . \ . . -: 

« ^LcsT k ihonid befafpeded, dot ;tih€ 
Features of this Man'sFoUy are here ag^ 
grarated, take a Copy of his Comtfeenance 
in one Inftance out of many that mig^'1)c 
gwen. ^ Tiie Confeqnences, £dthJK| of 
^'- this Vice of Luxury to a Natian^^:6em 
^^ not fo dreadful to me as diey didJ^.-^^ik 
'^ clean Linen weakens a Man no more 
"thanFknnelV* Now from thefe Pafc- 
fages laid together, it appears; fi^ that 
Luxury is a Vice ; lecondly, that to^ wear 
dean Onen is Luxury ; and, therefbir, k 
comes out as clear as the Day, ^^ that tb 
" wear ckan Linen is a Vice." 

Seriously : The Sophiftry here, em- 
|>loyed^ is fuch an Infult as hath been but 
'feldom ofiered to the human Underfl-anding, 
jytSi etbr any Man ' befbre-^-^except only a 
Set df^' wrong-headed Enthufiafls, whofe 

• ^ Vifions 



Qnriki^ Masr' maiditithi^i that^ terJxtiiS^ ^<^^ 
Bibttid ofrNdtuTfi^ d::geci|$<^'thet(^;M0^i'^ 
^cis«^< L4fe«riB^/a sntnkial* Ifid^l^nP^ 
Bid cnBrdi7Jaay Maa niaifiaki,!:^ t&atf /^e eoul^ 
h^nn^m^^ Xy^sxxaxs^ nhb hdfcbor /^r/rhiB 
Heigbkukr ^i^bin^^hUMt thifc >R»t«, v.by 
an arbitrary Ufe of Word»^ and puttki^^^Q 
Elcpi^efiioa > for anbthcfr,h!wc/inight: boldly 
advance the mojB: )ptl{^ab}:e Cbntradi^ioasfj 
and maintain tha^D^^/:{^Ii-*:--I^I3l*-•t^ 
a^an of Modefty^tm'd'Virtue* -j^^ -I _? v.i 
i:: THu^»?6r wc bafre feed tiifi[Writ^ie»^ 
deavsouring to throv'rthcI/^^C&fourief^of 
Vide updn the natural^ Pti^Mfn^ >ited [fnqh a 
IJ^J^of the Gifts of {^9fc a«5i$.reaMyf dfe- 
notinti tin ejraminittg his tWQ iefcnfjjriing 
Principles, we fhall fin^.^him tk<^^ arP^ 
the^very rff^rfii anet wkh '^he t^T^M^ne^Ef- 
fronteryy ^ttdeavoudpg to. throw -the -f4lji 
Colours "oifubHc VtilitymrSxxdi ji0iom:m^ 
AffeSiions as are x^s^.xriinind. aed.i/i?^ 

of thchtmift.flagwmtrC3^ iandt^at^i»^, 

thab ^it^out their ht^y^itft^nce ^he F^th 
fic.^ would fu^ ;dxfcebdi«gly; --W 1^ 
ever dreamy, that JVLtAkipd receives Benefit 

L 4 firom 



: I ]1* w<?uld wadsi t Employe Ai* !*>/:> If lo J kiB^t 

Highwaymen too, and i^ii&ci^d>nfe- 
f,; fd An tbcir <J^«v?wtiQn. ;i! Etsrif ^i£ rfMifer 

];?>*! fetfet I the Natiop r: wwld be ttebcttorlf or 
J. . ':^ j^e^d^oJbl^r)^^ ar^d^r^fidwdBhcfikineffMid as 
!;:// ?^>la 5!81>€fij fromit^a&iif air.Aochbiftiop 

.,v fepdiflft! t^^amp .SurartoTtbdiPiiWioifc" 

r.F »'.J^;i« sjtljuJGKlaariy f heterk*ljQii •" jdwddirge 
•oiooG^tJ^kgue of ) fqlid Blefliags thtfc^iKiirue ' 
5)ck/:* A^^^i l^pd. arci,: owing to intoxicftting 
^o /' CJiiv^f" .. ..Iftfprnuch^ilhat if the .Druaken- 

""^Tnere is a connriori Error with regard t6 Sitferi^ 

' '■ -ehlfrblih thls-jM-eCendfed Argument is Wit. Tfity are 

.,j ^q^r^!fljr,<^ffepuAted)thcjg;egt9ftEneraies.of5«^^^ be- 

caufe thfey /'f^W the fVealihyf\\\Qh oxx^x. to circulate. 

'''*'^ l^o^i tb'^V^ even a ilsS/J'r'his due, this is' really a 

; 'J : :.grourtHlef8 Cbaige : F6f they feldom A^r/f m6re than 

and Vmrtgages : Vyhile the Wealth which they^ thus 

K iv m^i^ In li^g^fiatm, cvctti\^i^-fre^ly among ail' Ranks 

)r .f^xffa^/} Tl)e^ (miiJ!t.uQf ijUioMifcr^ Paffion >litt in its 

, . l>cing, ,f fferjtiarly dcftruaive >Qth of. Jgftice and 3enc- 

. ..j/: ncfs 
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fatal ConfeqUmiC(»{«iriitiit-*^lk>''A¥^ 

T ; r : IvHeIe- theirl he umimKlWis^* federal *rcal 
i^ CSritoeSy rwfiiokTaA>«^r(3^rft^«ten^^ 
'^^great Evihi andthcfo he demonftrates, are 
/ «w^fex/^ produiftive of fomk-Geod. • * And* 
: this iridced is the^nlyPtot of ' hife Argu- 
^ ment, that is aRended with 'aHiF'-£>€!gj^e; of 
: Plaufibility 1: i¥w. Jiew,! ^ it* hfO^lf fee^hVncd^ 
there isr rRjcbm^foritf' di^dndCl' Mind ^ con^ 
, founds thovi^h bjr>'ho l^ldaAS ttf tmshtce an 
; impartial Rmden ii^ciiife»'4K6' Cohfc- 
quenoes of thefe Orinsss^beiilg of ^It various 
and difcordant Ntftire,' foi*ft*having ' tfe Ap- 
pearance of Good^ and others of /// jto So- 
ciety; a rhetorical Dilplaty bf thC-^^iwer 
may poffibly induce, a fupcr^ciar EnquiFer, 
who^is caught* by rGkre of Eioq^u6i*de, to 
doubt whether /i&e/?i do not really predomi^ 
note. ^^Bat a moderate SlmreJof 'Attention 
^ill coftvirtcc us, th«^ ttfis is inipofliblc. 
Pecayfc all * x\k^ re^l Yiqes h? - mentions, 
tboughithcy be aoGid««Tfett|y produftive of 
fotne Good; yet'*tfsrfa8h aitnigljo: effcftu- 
^ly.hc^obtained irithontathcto.* •''^Thus the 

Money 



' ,ifeiyi>is^onl3r of 5etviortp xilie'PubiiOfby^itfe^ 

ttskh&t the ^teaitk^lbr ^Hbbbery' that i$Ui( 
SllffPktto i^ ^^^ th6vt)thtt pfapl^^ 

thdr^tft«^ftteataB<i ibV^an«iai£^ 'wbkh 
^tm^ Criihd^^.and thefe alohe gitre Riieito. ' 
Olr4M6ltOiK»aLfioii one might be JiVepfrlarg^^ 
oi»l^i T^rorsahdiDiftr^, the- MurderSi' 
nssA (bnfequcnt Mtfevks; ttHbich tht ViUaMX 
ti^ ptLmOii^zjeA' hf this^ Writfcr do tiecG&ai 
i^jr j^ddiiee.^' ^ (W whb was MuAttoB&tff 
M^Ni»v«iiiB'« ^^mUn-Exptrience'^ migfatr 
ddl^br ft ijbrikibg Pi£hire (^ hocieft NaixdciiK; 
diiftrious Families rowzed from Sleep at 
Mi^^iight, only to be plundered atid dd^.' 
ibbj^d \ oi the horrid Attempts of abam: 
d<ffi6d WickednefSj fet loofe frcmi F^Waj^ 
tht Security of Darkneis} the Shrieks ici 
ravi&ed Miud^ and Matrons; the dying 
Groiafls of Brothers, Fathers, Huibands, 
'vrdtrikg'iti their BIcxjA 9 die^ Cries of inno^^ 
Cie»t-ai*l''belpkrs Oqrfv^ over 

tbek ttUiliettediParents/ deprived at once 
of aU' thai 'v^e^deai' to tfaem, €^ idi that 
46iddnyi^:tfeE«dt^eoiifol«^ bf Support; 
, and foffering: every yjUk Indigoky/ that un« 
'- r-ip^n-in relenting 
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Oft) thtMfHve^. ^^ yTfiT^a*C> iff: 

4l)d^ ^19Wi;!*|l3tt<lk<J!OJi^ lioes : this feea&r^A ^ 

Why, .^J^ieq^l^j.Ule ..'AdKenturers^ haitii^ 
toMo, «6^ .w^ tifdir BoDty-y may poSbjl^ 
kyvit Qiit lipoa.ftt£briirr>>.or::fqu9ndfr9il» 
in a:iV/;g-i^Gf//i|r, ;oc;a Qinftx^nm) ^9At 
thus the Money;^c»il»te$ ^t^Bgk >th«r({^ 
t|on^ Bat^ in.^in6lni)3(imejr«A|rPJ^9K> 

duced' tor Be^tiy/by ith^'BeeWftfttsf M»i 
noQttm9l^Hkifoei^.iii <He/ Wb for.gotj|ib^ tj^ 
fondriuid^ jedttlsefitPsKigiit gw^^ fid>il^ 
p(ob«% bty^i liudaiibt2$i^o|}^ Mvllwfc 
tan|^6i»te Mai0tQfi»no^i[ai^llibet|LL£dvil)«h 
tioh 6f rhi&:€;hiUiii^t:2l7hich^ki3o,wi^v0flls< 

and theur.<c^Oii ;had ihest ^[sen^ eooplpj^ .idn 
Itoneft LfAK}tu'yi»<tbt/C»lttvaciQfl'^f.4S(^fe 
prrthdto|l'0Ym*tot*f Afo«>5^«r!fj, Q»g^ 
h«v^dtei«^bft»itial S«d(|[:«lbm tho^^vj^ 
aod tbeo^fidves, r v^Ciutgrlhi^sgui^ .4^ 

^iiain»vdGcii(Mifcbi<>£if/|FtQm Qicf 
;, ''.••''! private 



if.6 On '^B&-Mothei-^h\h R^bl^'' 

Hi ^" tefli- Pite^fe t^'trftfa' ISty^fi- 




^^li 'f8m|HTreaftre v#)tt ev«*f -fctjfh- ft> 

•<*'Ft!itfd wffl /«»W^. ' Tb- be at onee ^itl-- 
**:trediri^'jmcertl % ho \tk than tf Cdntfi- 
-'** dSfttoh : And 'thcrcifore whilft Maiil-' ad- 
'"ivknciEls in Knowkd^/ and his Mahiidt-s 
;=<* 'are |>ol5ffied; wc iriuft ^xpedl to fed "it #e 
■^'*' fame THiie hts ■ Defifcs enlarged, hS^ A^ 
". petites refitrfdf ^Hd' hiS Viith ih(*hi0^'r 
V BS =iigarA- ha^^itf g 'b«*fi 'dHvfen- ^(irtn IMS' 6tber 
-ftlijiig Hofife' !by '■ ccrtam impferHrierit:'!^- 

^B»fceh,'-wh(^ Be^iiciy: di'fiMflith -Wfth 

y laiiFM ■'of -S^iierkirity 'knd 'Gont^tr, f-<he 



A^^i%Ym MMP^n^Jj^ l?9F»^ys?4^^^ %J- 






« ■ 



dirty 5/m/jj3i5i^ni?gcei?«fiy; Eyi}^ ^fg^ 

ter. Aridbq enatpledip, tellbi.np,. t^ia^jW- 
fore ^ey, grant,ij^i|ViA?i«H» ^^^'^^MW^f 

. ;!'i?ecftiP«^ ppiMj)^aD;(J^^j^lil^Sijy*." 
:„ ' pernicious 



If 8 Oh the M<nives^^mV^T^\ >v' 

Estt AT petfokaods Falfehood ^^t' difgHtd^thi^'bi^^ 

idelfvaitD one or:t>theh«^ diefe M^Ffctth&i^ 
jSt^iA^. *Tis tfaei^f(»6'tfnhecef&f^ 
the Reader through 9tlldi6^^7Wr>r^' ^i^' 
diisindtnenre jLb^^/i^&FFakbHObdv ^^is 
enouglx/ te> fasive ^ii|ren'^6^/»^ Whkh'lkii^r '^ 

j&feljTioondu^t him throtigh'^em;^ -' ""'''^ ' 

on "•-• :• .-'i' •■ :••."">• ;r: ••::3 ■-.•i.-a^^-.. ■>}>'.'. 
-K..'>i ••;ni--: ■: -••' • ;.■•.; " ^ ; :■ ••. ■'.■■• 

^,,^^,SE,CT.IO,?^ -VL ,, ,,-, • 

Sect. k<RA^ I N G « iengdrfigauifcd sw 4di4-' 
^^* quKih lidea of Virtue^ tod foundJtfiatk Jsl^io 
other than " the voUiirtafy PrtidtifSdltf^of 
" die grcatcft public Happmefs/' ^^ %fitey 
now&fety proceed to confider, ^^ M^atarc 
** the Motivis by which Mankind ' ti^-^bfe - 
" induced to the Pr aftice of it f^' - V , cnv\ 
.And here we fliall find anothep^^^metfr^' ' 
phyfical Chttd rcfting upon this VfA^^^An 
itfelf plain and eafy to ^ Mankinds ' - Fdk: 
the Ycry Notion of die Jlfe/ht;«-ta»V^feftlc 
hath been as much confo\inded-:b3MDf^ai 
Writers, as the idea of VirUe *fel^ ^^ A^ 
here we m^ht travel thititigkp ano^i^Syi^ '^ 
tern of X^^Mitfcfirrp;' while 6neaflerts/^tkca^* 
we OQ^ 40 }^ mved^Ao hi^ ^d-^i^^ 
yirtue, teciufe^ W^kdutiffit^ andtherV- 
- ^"ii V becaufe 



Oh iM'M^m%49^^^%^ni\\ ? ijjg 

Rf ackr^ from .a' Rovl^w of the &r£k: Sc3iaii' > 

of this ^S^y^\Sfi^yikpu€X)mm^ 

thefe amufing Expreffions amount to no 

more than this, " that there is fonae Rea^ 

^^ fon or other M^hy* we 6ugfit to pr?uaife 

** Virtue ; but Jthfetj-tiie i^dactMlkrlRlbsBn ; 

* * dpth ! notH^ppwv: niwtwithftifiding^dl tllM r> ^^ 

''l-^finedJRwnp of Afiomatiton.'' • Aud^-ifc 
it ^th ^Ireadf b(«^ fj^duk^ideMy^ 
Ej^eneei of i Virtue <mirfifts.iiit!ft>Q^ 
oiw Ai£Ee^lk>Q^M^«^^^^ with the giteatdft ' "^ 
/«^A/rV Happineji y/ foiifciiWtU itiow '^pean, ' 
tha$^V.i^9'jQAL7j£ri(^ titiM^ivejhf wUSh 
'^ IndiMid^ab^Gan pofiibiy rhe induct to^&dq 
'*^f|(JticBfP^;:lffil»»i tnti&- bc;(thc Jfe/m^ 
*' ifQipaicdi^^i w. tit? ^o^^<£i£}Xl\xwpri^ 5 

::P/)UB^<^«iS^.^'^bIeWifit»i*;s^^^ 
wI$.4eif«fe)A9dl$ejti£X'tiigs^ an^iimvdithjr.' i 

th^ftigl|j,«f th^nZ<5aly£9fr&^ hi$^/ 

Opi» j§««^ ^i^^isa^lly ^vk^osprfvate / 

i>:u^j5C' Happinefs, 






i6o Oh the Motives to ViRTtJi. 

Essay Hc^pinefs^ as a Thing fcarce worth a wife 
Man's inquiring after. Indeed, thesMoy 
ambiguous Fhrafes of their Mafter have 
contributed not a little to this vulgar Err$rm 
For in one Place, he brands the modem 
Phiiofophers and Divines ^ith the Name 
of Sophiflers and Pedants, for '* rating Life 
*^ by the Ntmiber and Exqoifitenefs df the 
f^ pleaiing Senfations^'' At other Tioiea 
he (peaks of Pleafurej with all the Cdn-* 
tiempt of an ancient Stoic \ In the fame 
high Style of the Athenian Porcb^ he paf- 
ietih Judgment on the Hopes of the Reli- 
^ous : '^ They have made Virtue fo mer- 
<< cenary a Thing, and have talked fo much 
•^ of its Rewards, that one can hardly tell 
'^ what there is in it, after all, which cau 
** be worth rewarding ^" So again, he de- 
rides thofe ** modern Projedors, who would 
^' new frame tlie human Heart > and have 
a mighty Fancy to reduce all its Motions, 
Balances, and Weights to that one Prin- 
*' ciple and Foundation of a cool and deli- 
"liberate Seljifhnefs: And thus. Love of 
*' one's Country, and Love of Mankind, 
« muft alfo be Self^Lme \" 






It and Hum. Part iti. §4. ' Moral. Part iti. kx. 

Now 



On the Mofwes to Vi r t u e. i6i 

Now dre we proceed further, it may be S e c t# 
titxcBstry to remark, that in fome Degree ^ 

thete'faatH been z Strife about fFbrds in this 
Particular too, \F*or thcfe Expreffions of, * 
S^Jhnefs and Dsfihitrejiednefs have been 
ufed in a very kofe and indeterminate Man* 
ner. In one Senfe a Motive is called dijin* 
terejiedi when it confifts in a pure benevo^ 
lent AfFeftion, or a Regard to the moral 
Senfe. In another, no Motive is difin^^ 
terefied : For even in afting according ISbi 
thefe Impulfcs of Benevolence and Cob- 
fcience, we gratify an Inclination, and ad 
upon the Principle or immediate Feeling of 
private Happinefs. Thus when we fay, *• We 
"love Virtue for Virtue's Sake ^'^ 'tis only 
implied, that we find immediate Happinefs 
from the Love and Pradlice of Virtue, with^ 
out Regard to external or future Confe- 
qudnces. 

Another Source of mutual Mifappre- 
henfion on this Subjeft hath been " the In- 
" trodudion of metaphorical ExprefEons in- 
" ftead of proper ones/' Nothing is fo 
common among the Writers on Morality, 
as " the Harmony of Virtue" — " the Pro- 
• ' portion of Virtue/ ' So the noble W riter 
frequently cxprefleth himfelf. But his fa- 

M vourite 



i6t Off the Af&//^^f^/i>' ^RT^Ijifrf^ 

E s s A y vofirifeTcrm, borr<7Wed^ indedA^^frdttii 'iflicf 
- "• -- Ancietite: is ^'*^thfe^ Bbtauty dP^Vithitr. 

amres ^•— OF this dtii^'Attthof tt«d life ^t<Ar 
lowers, cfpceialfy «&e -tedft ingfcifii&uS^^iF. 
thdm^ arc Fo enani^eii tfeat tKey feyitt'ut- 
terljr to hite forgot thty arfe? //i/il/% ^^Mfi 
tapb^, 9/hen they dcfcfibfe'the GhwiJis^6f 
^\&'fiveriign VOifi'' Infomtich, th« «A 
iitffe^iJ^cnced P^fon, who fhotdd knA 
their Encomiums^ would naturally fiAl^'into 
iflij Miftake of him, ^ho afked thePMlo- 
fi^hfcr, " Whether the Virtues w^tts nc* 
** -livirig Crtjattires^ ?' * Now xKitJigUritiive 
Matmtr, fo eflentially interwoven info phi- 
lofophical Difquifition, hath been theOc- 
cafion of great Error. It tends to miflead 
life both with regard to the Nature of Vh> 
tue, and our Motives to the Pradtice of- it. 
For firft, it induceth a Perfnafion^ thit 
Virtue It excellent without Regard to any of 
its Confequences : And ftcondly^ that he 
TOuft either want Eyes, or common Difcem- 
ment, who doth not at firft Sight %11 ia 
'Love ^th this matchkfs Lady. 

"TttTEREPORE fetting afide, as much as 
miy be, all ambiguous Expreffions, itfcems 

^Cicero. * Mr. Huichefon. ^^ScnccscEpift/ixivr. 

evident. 



tt^vpij inuft be fjs^irj^thjflg that af^s, o^rr ' ' i 
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^^.:; If my Maa4)^»6(i fwml o^t a Kind' 

|i^tl^,jnadq;* (tee^r^JJBtV(?ftiga,tipn intp^rt^ 
*1iSpfiU3gs^ W^i^ts^..^nd.BaJai?/ces;' of .tj^ 
human Heart, than I.can.pretendtp, . Now 
Vfh^ cm poflibly ^^(51, ourfelf^ pv det^^ 
fij^infe lis tQ Aitipnjj but either the Feeling 
W Profped: of P^eafure^qv .P^iny,,^ppin£{[^, 
ovMiferyt, . -^j s. , .., ^ .. ,,;^. ^.^^ 
Btrr.^tQ cpme(^;the;^|fp(a Prppf : 'Ji^ 
evident,, evea to Defi^Qjnftratipn, that t^ 
^j0im jcan, iij:;the ftrid.Spnfei ,b»f ^ujpre 
qv,Ms,fel^ or.^j/fp^r|^/</-,^I?a^ anpd^/j 
begayjfe, , ,'M;i&tf/^^} bp its; ,P>^>^, the ,^. 
f0ipil itfelf \% Jiill no,^otjb?r tjhan a ^-jS?^ 
^be^^gf PJeafure-pr^ JPqifi^^ .^pd is tljipr^;- 
fpre/ jf^ga/^ ; to Ije rpf^Fit)?^- $9; ]ti?^ Mindr^fif 
jl^iling^A^^. Patient j^ ,5jftii^teyer be its ^a:^ 
]ter/^al Qccq/wn,.-:[ Indeed, a . late Writer q£ 
-^btilty aai jRefineniient hath atteqipted to 

make ^ ' Piiftindion l^ere. N He .fays,^,'^]^ 
V* hath been obferved, that e very A&, x)f 
" Virtue or Friend(bip is attendjai^^with^ ^ 
** fecret. P/eafure -, frpm whencojif ^ath 
*^ been qoqcliidedj that Eriendfliip and Vif- 
*' tue could not be difinterelled. But the 

M 2 Fallacy 



E S.S A y,^iFalhug?iof this isc^ .The yirit»9»f 

,^t£i*)^1 indi'floes laqftio^ ftom Ur Ii^ 
ffl d Pleafurfc ; midoing:^(^ > to tny Frjeivd^ 
^h^becfoffe Iilovie )»f)ic biit I do aoc4ov4.Mltift 
iif(inbthe-,8^Lke of tbat^(Ple^ure %'* , N^w 
to me^ tbePsi^acy!^ Y^V is obviotisw ; ; (For 
idi&«j£lv nekher the.i?i^m» Hor thp ;JPi2r/7- 
j^Ss04 ? acctieither the C^iu/^ sx the C^n^ei^^G^ 
vi: crohfi other j they ficither prcJwe nor 
^ff^ fitoih each other ^ becaufe, kiRipafiCy, 

fnjfims^: This will be clear, if we ftate Jtfee 
;,C3j^ as follows: "To Iwe myFivend, is 
?** \ofiel a Pkafwe in ^(^mjf ifeV» Good:** And 
converfely;^ "to feel ^iPkaJure in ^'^ 
^^ Goo J to my Friend, is to &w &W 
Where 'tis plain that the I'erms are fyitony^ 
mous. The Fleafure therefore is the tery 
fajjionitfelfi and neither priorncx plg/ierHr 
to it, as this Gentleman fuppofeth. 

Again, that the Pleafures of Benevo-^ 
lence, and the moral Senfe, are ilridtly 
Sel^, in this Senfe of the Word, like 
every other Enjoyment, feems evident from 
ibme parallel Conceflions of the noble 
Writer. . For thefe feemingly difintcrefted 

• ? Hume's Ejfays^ Mar. and PoliU p. 125. 

Pleafures 



Oh the Matkmto ViRtuiU i^y 

PJcflfiires be perpetuiaUy fets oil a Level With S e c t* 
tka Perteptions of nal^al Beauty^ Order,. 
Ibr^ony, and Propor^oo. Thefe laft are, 
^ all; acknowledged to be of the ielfiffa 
Kmd i tbo^efori th^ other are ib toO; be* 
mg only a bigheP'Ofdif^ of the fame , and ex* 
prelly called fo by the hoWe Writer «». 

Thb Reaibif^ why ^the great umverfad 
Principle of frivaf^ Haffinefs hath not been 
ib clearly feen it^tiie Bimevoknt^ as in the 
Sdf-Pajjms^ fe&mto be thefe. Firft, Aqa* 
biguous Expreffiofts^ ioch as have been re^* 
marked abbve. tdfyy Perhaps fome P6* 
gree of Pri^e^ and Affedadon of Merifii 
becaufe Merit feems to appear in what is 
called Difinterejir^ i^fyt And perhaps 
principally, becaufd in ^ the Exercifd of the 
benevolent Pai&onSi the Happmefs is efl(M- 
ti8dly-rt?«rc?;wyiJ«#' with tiie Paffion itfdf, 
"and dferdbre is^not tacfily ieparated from lit 
by the IhagitiatiM^^ « fo as to be tonfidered 
aa a difiikRjEnd^ Whereas in the Paffions 
called iS?^» the Happinefs foiiigbt after is 
often' unattahtadk^ add thereforeveaiily ahd 
iieceflkrily diftinguilhed by the imagination 
as a pjkiveEnd. This Circam^awre of 
UnionlioWisvcr, as is judicioufly reniarlG^d 

. q .^''' ; M9rdlijh^ Part ji. 

^ M3 by 



:i 66 On^e Motwes'td y^h-ruvf^ 






EsiAYby one of. the noble WHtefV Fotlo^efs^ 
' " proves the great Siipertority and Excfell^tc 
qf the benevolent Afei^hs, confi^er^d'afe a 
Source of Happinefs, tjcybnd the raffiohs 
and Appetites, commonly catted the Stffijh. 
But although thefe Ofefervatrcns be Tie- 
ceflary, in order to clear up an AfFa'if , whfich 
hath betri much perplexed with philofo^hi- 
csX^ or unphilofophi'cal Refiriemeffts ; yet, 6)x 
a clofer Examinatioh, if will appear, in the 
inoft dired: Manner, front the noble Writer 
himfelf, that " there is no other Principle 
'*' of human Adion, but that of the imme^ 
**/ diafe ovforefeen Happinefs of the Agent :" 
That alf thefe amufing Speculations con- 
cerning the Comely^ Fit, and Decent ; all 
thefe verbal Separations between Pleafuriy 
' l[nterejl^ Beauty y and Good^ might have been 
funk in one precife and plain Difquiiition, 
concerning fuch Actions and AfFedtions as 
yield a tqftingj and fuch as afford only a 
Jhort and tranfien^ Happinefs. For thus, 

, ,. . after all, his Lordfliip explains himfelf: 
** Thzt Happinefs is to be purfued, and, in 
*^ Fadt, is always fought after; that the 
^* Queftion is not, who loves himfelf and 

"Three Trcatifcs, by J. H. Treat. 3*. On Hap- 
i>'«5p> p. 189. 

*' who 



*' who noti ;but who ^oves and ferves himfeif^ ^^ '^•. 
^f-Hxo right fft, and after the /rz/^Man^cr™__4;__ 
V That 'Ua the Height Q^WlJdonu rioifouhii'' — - 
"tQ;.b6 n^A/Zj-^^^"— " Even'to Icii^' 
** Family, Friends, Country, and Society 
" — in good Earnefl:, who wouldmf, if it 
**■• wcf e Happinefs to do (b * ?"*' ' '. 

Th^se ExpreiSons are fo ftrorigly poIntV 
ed, as to leave no further Doubt concern- 
ing the noble Writer's Sentiments on this 
Subjed. Indeed, they arc the natural Dic- 
tates of common Senle, unfophifticate^ wi^ 
falfc Philofophy^ In every fubfequeot De- 
bate therefore, wherein his Lordfliip's Opi- 
nions are concerned, we may fafely build oa 
this as an acknowledged and fure Foun- 
datbpi ' * that the Motives of Man to the 
" Practice of Virtue, can only arife from a 
" Senfe <^ his prejmt, or a Profped of his 
^^ future Haffinefs" 



SECTION VII. 

NOW this Conclufion will carry us toS e c t. 

another Queilion of a very interefting and '^^ 

abftnife Nature : That is, " How far, and 

" Wpon what Foundation, the uniform 

*WttmdHunuV«t%'m,%^. ' 

M4 "Praaiai 



f 6S Om tbeMotivet t^^V^ivt^v iu> 

B s 6 AT *s 'Fra&icc ^ of Virtucji kvreaify pxA/ickh^fy 
''• «^C(Mineaed: with the*H4ppiMisurf twij 
f' Individual i?*' For fofet/aawehswreffodb, 
and no further, can every Individual, boiu^ 
tunlly moiredto the Pradice of k*' h. jri - ;* 
^ Tuis isevidcntly a Qupftiotl c^/Bs0^^ 
And as it relates to the Ha^nefs piMan^ 
can only be determined by app^ing to bis 
Co^itutiofL . J£ this be indeed' tmijvrm and 
'imiariabk \ that is, if every Individaai^ hath 
the fame Perceptions, PafBons, and Defires ^ 
then indeed the Sources of Happine& muft 
hcjimilar and unchangeable. If, on die con<« 
trary, different Men be differently confii- 
tuted ; if they have different Perceptions, 
PaiHons, and Defires; then mufl the 
Sources of their Happinefs be equally va-f 
rious. 

It fhould feem therefore, that ^^ while 

*' Moralifls have been enquiring into hu- 

*^ man Happinefs, they have generally con- 

*^ fidcred it, as arifjng from one uniform and 

** particular Source, inflead of tracing it up 

• *• to thofe various Fountains whence it really 

^'fpringsj which are indefinitely various, 

^ combined, and mdeterminable/' And 

this feems to have been th^ moft general 

Foundation of S^rror^ 

I If 



(h ike Motives to Virtd*, * 1^9 

- t^fe -wc {peak with Ppccifian, there drc but *^ c 1 
tibree Sources iaMiniiofPfeafure^nd Pain^ 
JH^)pinefs and Milbty : Thefe are &mfe, 
jBi!^/2bi^iMy : : aad the P^^^ii . Now the 
flighted QbfervauiQii ivill convince U9^ that 
thefe are ailbdiated^&parated^aQd combined 
ki Man, with a Variety almoft infinite, hi 
:£otnc, the Pleafures and Pains of Senfe pre- 
dominate; Imagination 16 dull; the PalfioiJs 
faiaflive. In others, a more delicate Frame 
awakens all the Powers of Imaginatioit; 
the Pailions are refined ; the ' Senfes dii^ 
regarded. A third O)nftitution is carried 
away by the Strength of Paflion : The GaHs 
of Senfe are contemned ; and Imaginatioii 
becomes no more than the neceflary Inftru- 
inent of fome further Gratification. 

From overlooking this plain Fadt, feems 
to have arifen the Difcordance among Phi- 
lofophers concerning the Happinefscrf'Man. 
And while each hath attempted to exhibit 
one favourite Pifture, as the Faragon or 
Bfandard of human Kind ; they have' all 
omitted fome Ten thoufand other Rdein- ' 
blances which actually fubfift in Nature. 

Thus, naoft of the Epicurean Sedl, tho* 
not the Founder of it^^ have difcardedifi^rf 

-M 

^ E^rixovjfof ^lAoco^of «iri r^ifj &C. EpUurus 

* nevolen^e 



'lya On the Mfftwes.MV^if^T'm^i^ 

prifi^t^ i Happipefe. ., ^TTJte napd^SirociPaj^Orrr 
Dsitserjs of: tUs 6ch£me»vMrii^(HQA^ Dt>ri 
MANPEVii^Ei,sandiibver^ijFw/f<?3& Wfil3er«K[ 
after heaping uf^.^;^CoUe<^eH]^ of rii^rdid. Jn- ;, 
flanciss, which^QYe£tb^^/^^/&3^/ IiicUnationf > 
and i&lfijhnfifs of M^n^^ Jeap at on^e to tbdsj 
dofidfed: Conclufioo, that the pfifi^pdedvp^Vj 
tic AiFe£tk)ns are;itb$r9£bciQr nQ /mgrjEi thaAv 
the fame low PafHons in ^JPlifguife; ^ . That. 
BfwwZap/rA/makea t no^Part pf Manls^Nar 

ture; that the human Kii|d aieji^l^fplu^jtely 
psveonnbded wkhi/^ach oth^r ;.iq^^]^^^ 
Affedion :j And that every Indivi^J^zl feeks 
zn^Jbt'di \m)prifo6te Happinefa iiv and fromf, 
kin^elf alone. . 

The noble: Writer, on, the contrary^ 
lliewing the brighter Parts of human Na-r 
tureji through the amiable Medium of tfec 
Socratic Philofophyj and fixing his Att^nr 

Philoibphus, in libro quem Ratas opfnioned infcribit, 
^itam . c^m Jujlitia conjim£bm ferturbatione vacare 
pronunciat; injujiam vero perturbatione quamplurima 
refertaOt cffef. Brevi difto multafi vcrae fententiae, et 
irtfummatim dkatur, id quod. hoQiinum improbitatem 
. probe corrigere queat, complexus. Injuftitia enim 
metropolis omnium malorum, non innme tantum 
conditi^nis honfiimbus; itii femel ut comprebendamus 
c^ni^^etiam gentibus, et civitatum populis et regji* 
bus, maximas producit calamitates^ X)iodQrus Stc. 

tiqa 



4lbh%!ri^tlje/B*?#V ^jf^iam^ lis the Jaftni^^t^v^l^T. 
mests'^^beth^^^* p»felfc and^ prjcalef Happri^v— — 

•Fotikdaticm'vfdr jJ^^/z^^-JHtf^ 
oil'*he contraty,-iWe''ittuft' univerfally -pHoi- 
,mbi?e the Wfelfarev^jfrolhera^ if we w6uMf 
-eiflfedually * feciirb - our ■ o wn' : - Andithat^fe 
every Cafe, ** Virtue h the: Gtw^i aftd /^^ 
^* the i/Zof-everf icniieV^'^i/a ;^/n b;'^ nm 

'Tis plain, ndtwoSyftem^ of >FMofoi^ 
can be more difa^rdant than di6fe; yet each 
of them have obtaiped a Number of i^arti^ 
2;ans in all Ages of the World. » The Que* 
ftion relates to a Ftf^ and the Fad lies 
open to the p^rfotial Examination of; aU 
Mankind. Whence tlKn -can. ft) ftrange an 
Qppofition of Seritimente^rife ? ^ :. 

This feems to have arifen, not from •* 
falfcy but ^ partial YxvN and Examination 
of the Subjed. The 5/wV P^^r^y dwell altp- 
getheron iht facial xx publky ^t Epicurean 
no lefs on the private] or fel/i/BAfft&ions : 
On thefe refpeftively they declaim ^ jfo that 
according to the one. Mankind arc naturally 

f Enquiry concerninsi Virtuiy ipS&m* 

a Race 



ijt Ott the Motives *^ VirtIjibI^ 

, ." fttfeef, 11 Oew of Devils^ Both forg^^di^i 

tficfe>fi^/ aiid/ri-w*^ AfFeak>^ 
cd- in aft cndlfefs -Variety of 4)egrceif, ^m3 
thus form an infinite Vieriety of Itidii^timid 
tod of Charadcrs.^ Mtoy of tbe^articiitdb 
Fa«s, therefore, which thefe tVNxS^as tl^ 
ledge, are true : -Btit -Ae genthkf' CodieU 
qbence thfey ffraW Hoiti - thefe fartiadar 
FaCte, is gronndlefe knd imaginary. '• Thi», 

'tis true, that Mankind^e^ high Brijoy- 
fneirts from the Stfefes; Inia^iMlifeh', ^at^ 
Paffions, without any rtfgard^d the' jrtiWic 
Affeftibns: But- th^ Gonfetjueiicfe 'which 
Ihe Epicurean woiild draw from hieince, thlat 
^* therefore the public Affe^ions are heVer, 
*^ in any Cafe/ a Source of private HappS-^ 
^ nefs 5'' this is entirely void of Evidenbdt 
It fuppofeth Mankind to he me- tmiJbHft 
Subje6t, while it is a Subjedl infinitely ija- 
rieusy that every Individual has the fame 
Feelings, Appetites, Fancies, and AfFeAions^, 
t^ile, in Faft, they are mixed and com- 
bined in an endlefs Vaf iefy of Degrees. So, 
. ifa the<:ontrary, it'muft*ppe» tSevtify im- 
partial Obferver, that "the Ej&rcife of the 
^ * public^ AfFedions- is a- Source of thebigheft 
' - ^'Grati.. 



t^^^tfiffs CQgpluficffy 4^^t-.' vthciscfore,^.,..,,,^^ 

d^QC^. Fofi |Uk(f . iff /opppfi|e sE)xtTeiWi . i^ 
fai{>poieth Mankif)d 4ia ^9,'Oxa^ - um£prm JSubt 

nady var^ou^v: ;Itjfuppafiep4hatc;YpryJfid^ 
vidual has the .ijui^e Foe^^ Appettitg^ 
Fancies, and Ai^f 6^91^^. while, in IL^aJiijy^ 
they are pixed and conabi&ed in. an endl^if 
Variety of Degrees, * 

^ Lbt us now affign the rnoft .probajble 
l^^ndatipn, :<Hi w);uch /(beie narrow anc} 
partial ,SyG,em& have been fo commonly 
embraced. , For, that two Theories fo op- 
pofite, and fo devoid of all rational Support^ 
ihould have made their Way in the Worlds 
without fome permanent Caufe beyond the 
Inilability of mere Chance^ feems hardly 
credible. 

It (hould feem therefore, that ^* while 
" the Patronizers of thefc two Syftems have 
;** attempted to give a general Pid:urc of th^ 
'^ human Species, they have all alcmg taken 
"the Copy , froox themfelvje^ : And Jthus 

" their 



Ml 



174^ Otp the r^/i«x;fiR^\MiliT«R^O 

t s.A^ <hthWir^IwIofophy^!."i«ft«& of/;b6i^ rSdtruT ' 

MiyH?/2fiw/ Wiaiwi3Efridbdb^^ rcoei^Oi &fo 
Cboduar of voll tHe. olfdvShiHifbphem M-Qflifr 

^tkr^ > Aiisncry Man^ Cb^Z/^'brkd himy 
foicliCi adopledf isfab or tbitSia-of WJi^i^ 
ffy, ^d :Teaf(teed^xx>iKeramg i<V/tr^ 
si^u^ taiid^Md Jlead /the Ch^cafteiK 9f 
€>iTo snMCi^AX^ laad jcm xviU.clc^^^ dH^ 
c^verVthe trii&.Foufidatk>a 6b .^wikb^ 
OGC^hccztt^^'tipd StoiCj the other, a igro& 
Eficurtam: The firft, yet a B(j)^> difooyerfcd 
liich aA?/«j|8b:/3/f Ad theFriti*? 

kgjBs jof his Country, diatharefiifedhia Af^ 
feht; to what he thought a? Yiditiotif ot 
them, tiiough .threatened with iiiinediat^ 
Death ^ : The latfer^ yet unpraaifed trt thA 
SubtHties of Philofophy^ and u6d<^r the Jblo 
Pominion of natural Temper,. difcpyercsdv. at 
his firft Appearance in ^^e World,- fuch 
Traits of J^/, Spirit^ and Jbnbiticn^ ^ that 
8 VLL A. declared, he • iaw • fomethiiig /mors 
fbrrnidable than.MARius nfiag iar him.^^ 

To 



c6idmg'ttGi^itb^c&cbm9uggitiRions of'^tif 

tiixsrViS^'Ttf ib^his>i^ a: 12}/mf^sjb bib 
Dibt^!* He' fdc^ it6^^ been NMleir of^^ 

k%e entile World; as^kidtpfteiK^iirpfi^tEd 
kkii 0>/fi'> 'extrcnsein^^:f^nfiblet>tohi^ ^^ 
gtof&r iois^ljEn^hi^x^ &sic%bd^e^^:^ 

tPhe Hidbk \f!VUter^kkfti^2irk'ir ha\te^i>een^ 
a* F^Jisne« the^very Hw^brfe ^ftfefe^r'^ Hfe d^ 

Id Di^;4^AttD£vm;E^4^ didn ^^htv^ Phildfbi 
pHy}/ i ' ¥m (ikniwiX^ ^ Appetites > 'wefb weaidf 
hits^Im^ititsNlDiY ailieHvei'^lioUej^an^ cs^tmiU 

Ifid^ hi9 pobiic. Aifeaibii^i^ffi^ i^^ at leail) 
{iivdoiiilnai^ir. -^fWo ' ^thefe^iifiiftawdis; i ai mo^ 
ildisitef 5h»kieW*8agadty ^d ^Kno^dcdge df 
fhe* W^Wtttfff'addJiftthdrs jmub«rabl^^^ id 
cbfaVing ti»it^Tcmper/iifiiie6iidudfcbf^^ 
FoUowcrMpfcidM)^ two SyftenSk^i )whb al- 
^ • ' ways 



iy6 On the Motives to VitLTVE. 

Ef s A Tfynp take Party according to the Biaft dt 
their own Cooflitution* Amoi^ the J^- 
cureans wc ever find Men of high Hcatth, 
florid Complexions, firm Nerves, and a Ca« 
pacity for Pleafure : Of the Stmc Party are 
the delicate or fickly Frames, Men incapa- 
ble of the groflcr fenfual Enjoyments, and 
who either are^ or think themfelves, virtu^ 
ou$» Now from thefe accumulated Proofs 
we may be convinced, that '^ they who ^vc 
*' us thefe uniform PiAures of a Sut3Je£k fo 
'* various as Mankind^ cannot have drawn 
** them from Nature : That, on the con- 
** trary, they have copied them fitun their 
•* own Hearts or Imaginations ; and fondly 
•* ered^ themfehes into a general Standard 
" of the human Species.'* 

But although thefe Obfervations may 
afford fufficient Proof, that the Stoic and 
Epicurean PiSurcs of Mankind arc equally 
partial ; yet flill it remains to be enquired 
how far, upon the whole, the human Kind 
in Reality leans towards the one or the other : 
That is, " how far, and in what Degree, 
** the uniform Pradlice of Virtue conftitutes 
•* the Happinefs of Individuals?" Now the 
only Method of determining this Queftion, 
will be to fclcfl: fome of the moll ftriking 

Features 



0» the Motives to Vi rtu E. i^T 

ISeatures of the human Heart: By thisSscT.. 

VIL 
Means we may approach towards a real 

Liienefs^ though froni that infinite Variety 
which fubfifts in Nature, the JDraugbt' 
muft ever be inadequat^e and defeSiive. 

To begin with the loweft Temperature 
of the human Species; *' there arc great 
"Numbers of Mankind, in whom the 
** Senfes are the chief Sources of Pleafure 
* * and Pain." To the Harmony of Sounds, 
the Beauty of Forms, the Decorum of 
Actions, they are utterly infenfible. They 
are fagacious and learned in all the Qrati-* 
fications of Senfe ; but if you talk to them 
of the public Affections, of Gencrofity, 
Kindnefs, Friendfhip. Good-willj you tajk* 
in a Language they underftand not. They 
feem, in a Manner, unconnected with the 
reft of their Kindj they view the Praifes, 
Cenfures, Enjoyments, and Sufferings of 
others, with an Eye of per fe<5t Indifference. 
,To Men thus formed, how can Virtue gain 
Admittance ? Do you appeal to their Trajle 
of Beauty? They have none. To their 
acknowledged Perceptions of Right and 
Wrong ? Thefe they meafure by their pri- 
vate Interejl. To the Force of the public 
JffeSliomI They never felt them. Thus 

N" every 



i^S Oft fke. Motives t9 Vi rtu^} 

Ers A T ^fwy/Awiwe jb fystcloMs by which Vktiffr 
^^ Jboukt catCT% ' r 

Thb Bext remarkable :Pecultarity i^;' 
*^.wJbcfenottheSenfeSy but iipf ia^';?^ Ai9#[ i» 
^^ the predoixuaant Source of Pleafai!^''' 
Here the Tafte alw^s runs into the dbgant 
Refioengiente of polite Arts and, AcquiDe^ 
ments; of Painting, Mufic, Architecture, 
Poetry, Sculpture : Or> in Defed of this 
truer Tafte, on the falfe Delicacies ofrPrefs, 
Furniture, and Equipage. Yet Experience 
tf^Us US) that this Charader is wic)i% di& 
ferent f«oni the virtuous one : lluttidlitiie 
Powers 6f Imagination m^ fubiift icr .^ir 
full Energy, while the fublic j^tBims arid 
moral Senfe are weak or utterly inadtivc;^ 
Nor can there be any neceffary Connection 
between thefe different Feelings ; becauic? 
we iee Numbers immerfed in all the finer 
Pleafures of Imagination, who never onoe 
coniider them as the Means of giving Pk^^ 
Jure to others J but merely as a^f^^ Gratifica- 
tion. This the noble Writer feems to have 
been aware of; and, not without great Ad^ 
drefs, endeavours to convert the FaA iota M 
Proof of his main Theory, though, i&Rea-f 
lity, it affords the flrongeil Evidence againft: 
him. " The Venuftum^ the Hmejium^ the 

" Decorum 



OHfhe Motives id^Vi i&*\>^^ i>^5^ 

^rbec^um of Thiflg§, tn1l -foW^' it^WSy;* « « ^^ 
"They, who reflife to give it Setfpa }h'thft\ 
•5'?tiofekt Stthjefts of * ritSonaF ^cf trioral 
^•Mifidv wilififtdits Ptet^leficy df«^»*6rc;' 
**' i# ah infer br Order of Th}rt|^*-^$ ekhief 
*^-itt tfec Study of common j^fSy' ot^'ktt^ 
"'Confer and Cuhwrd' of - mere* tWethahitf 
" BA7»aV^.— The -S^e^re&iiH vAWbaanf us; 
**^ vAjhme' Sbape cr other ; add When driven^ 
^^frdrh our tool Thoughts, antf frighuedi 
*^ ft(Mn* the C7^/, will nicet «us evftri^atf 
** €k)urti, attdfill oar Headsf with Dreams of 
*^ 'Granden^, Titles, ' Honours, and a fklic 
^^ iMfegnifieencfc aiid Beauty \'' All this is 
ihgehfOBs alj'd pkbfibte:' And the very ele- 
gWMf Allufibni of ^ the Spedre ftifl haunt- 
** iilg tts in ' fomd Shd«pg or other,'* feems at 
iirft Vidw to imply, that even- the moft ot)- 
fHnate Endeavoui^s to get rid of the Force 
of moKiKfleauty, are ineflfedtial and vain. 
Biit*^ MtttW Examination will convince us; 
ttear *e hobic Writer applies here x,oEt(H 
quetue^ rather than Argument ; and puts us^ 
aSTvAt^ a Metaphor inftead of a Reafdn. 
Fo!^«hd'Pleafete& of Imagination, '♦vhether 
theyVtftt in the Channel of polite Arts, Fur- 
niture/ PlfBiring, Building, or Equipage, are 

*•' * N 2 indeed 



E^5 A YiiKi^cd no SpeSreSy but, independent J?f<a4f*- ,* 
J tf^i fairly exifting in the Mind: . They hiaye' 
no ininiedi^e pr neceflary ,Connexioji. w 
the Hajppinefs of Mankind,, which is* oftaii^> 
and ^i^^w^//)^ violated in order tq gain the ' 
Pofleffioj^ of theiix.* 'Tis true, the Pleafures', 
of Imagination and Virti^ are ofteii2^»//^^in 
the fable Mind; but *tis equally true, that 
they are often feparqte j that they who arc 
moil fenfible to the one^ are entire Straiigers 
to the other > that one Man, to purcbafe a 
fine PiSure^ will opprefs bis Tenajji^j that 
anotlj^er, to relieve his diftrefled Tenant, 
will fell his Statues or his Pidtqres. The 
Reafon is evident : The one draws his chief 
PJeafure from Imagination j the other from 
AffeSlion only. 'Tis clear therefore, that 
". where Imagination is naturally the pre- 
*' dominant Source ofPleafure," the Mo- 
tives to Virtue muft be very partial and 
weaky fince the chief Happinefs arifeth from 
a. Source entirely diftind: from the benevolerit, 
AffeSliom. 

Another, and very different Tempera- 
ture of the Heart of Man is that " wherein 
**. neither Senfe nor Imagination, but the 
'* Passions are the chief Sources of Plei-. 

ft 

f * fure and Pain/' This often forms the 



Oft we Motwes fo Vi r ru e . i 8 1 

he/iox the 'worji of Chara<5«rs. ^ As it ruiis^ "^ <= t 
either, Firft, Into " the Extreme of Selfifh- ^"' 
ncfsj, Jealoufy, Pride, Hatred, Bnvy, ana, 
Revenge 3 or, 2dly^ Into the amiable. A^- 
fe<£tions of Hope, Faith, Candour, Pity, 
Generofity, and Good-will 3 or, ^dly^ Into 
ia various Mixture or Combination of thefe j 
which is undoubtedly . the moft commoii 
Temperature of human 'Rind. 

Now to the firft of thefe Temj:iers,^ how 
can we affirm witli Truth, that ther^is a 
natura,! Motive to Virti^c ?, 'On the* contrary^ 
it fhould feeflb; ; tH^t,V if there be any Mo- 
tive, it miift be to J^icel For 'tis plain, 
thiat from the'tLon^Vtoifappbintments, and 
Milferies of Marikmd, fuch vile Tempers 
draw their chief Felicity. The noble Wri- 
ter indeed, in his Zeal for Virtue, confiders 
thefe black Pamons as unnatural^ and brands 
th^m as a Source of conjlant Mifery K And 
fure it wlpuld be matter of Joy to all good 
Men, to find his Proofs convincing. But 
if indeed this be not a true Reprefentation 
of the Cafe, I fee not what Service can be 
done to the Intercfls of Virtue ^ by difguifing 
"Truth. 'Tis not the Part of a Philofopher 
to writQ, Panegyrics, but to invejiigate the 

\ Enquiry. 
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isAT itsi Sftte of innianNslmr; asdiiieoblj 
Way taf dtcixg Tife tr set good Ptapalb/- is 
tD do k iwJmJis Sr : Far ^th re g ard to 
Irirm a 'n Nxtcrc, 2S wzll 25 Lsdrndmla, 
^ Ftttscrr is n O niic no ic& tsss Siandfar. 
Whex Acrcfirr tbc uabt Writer cilk 
&C& AzffgiSiDJLg iTczz/zfsTii^ Is dcAb not ibf- 
fiiiitij fl l ' i CTjflitTn ^rmTHf, Ifmncedb^ lihdr 
hdng xcminml. be Tnr.aTtf>j that "* tiicj»e 
•^ feA in djcj Decrees tr (Krncds j$ to 



bcIluu) ucffprirtcL xhcr acre laaiBisnL 'But 

Bu: if, br tb^tr bsrr r irscrzrj::.;, he would 

** >Lftrr T? tbe A:::;rj:,'" i5a? frccss a Pro- 
priSii?:: noc ?r5r rr be d^cgr^'.nrd in the 
A5Er!rtx!!rrr. 

Frx ibe rr^ir:: Frc^rc Tir!::5rh hr lMl ! g;s in 



5iipT>?a of d::^ AiKrtira 5?^ "^ibat the 
** Me:2 of grs^^^ I>yy':tiJ:jXi\ ard &iF 5^ 
*' ^rm^7y bsrt air fri^je mzr^e re arhrr been 
« foaScOTdv «:q:Hm»5 whh chcK Diftnr- 
** hascts, which, at 31 Krcr?. rrcjj fimll 
•* OccaSt^ss are apt to rar^ Frrm dbcfe 
^' i!er!irr Expcricoce? of HaHhoefs and iQ 

-'' Humoor^ 



On, theMotmsu\y.im\^ji. i Z^ 

*5, J^umour, thqr,iuljy know.and will: CQOr S e c i 
*t itS^ . the ill Moments which- . are paflc^ ^' 






wj^ca the Temper is ever &y . little galled 
*i^d : fretted. How muft it. fare therefor* 
^^ ^jijth jthofe, who hardlyknow aay better 
^S $io\ns iq Life ; and who> for . the greateft 
**t Jfart of it, are agitated by a thorow a£lrue 
^\ Spleen J a clofe and fettled MalignrQr and 
VtRancour '^ ?" .i 

Now, this Inftance. is by no means fuf* 
ficient to fiipport.tk^p Affirmation., Far 
'tis plain, that iathc 9^^ of the '^ Men of 
V gentleftDifpoOtioniUflndbeftofTempers^ 
",oecafionally agitated by ill Humour,'* 
there muft be a iirong Oppoittioa and Di£^ 
cordaAce, a violent CqoS^ between theha«» 
bitual Affe^oos of BeiKirolence, and thefe 
ajccidental Eruptbns of Spleen and Rancour 
which rjife to obftmd their Courfe. A 
Warfare of this Kind muft indeed be a State 
of cooq^cte Mileryi. when all is Uproar 
within,. »and tl^ diftra^t^d Heart .fet at Va# 
riaiK:a Wih itiielf. But the Cafe is widely 
different^ where " a thorow aftive Spleen 
'^ prarail^s, a clofe andy^//Zfi/ Malignly and 
'* BancQur/' Ftjr in this Temper, there 
is no parallel Oppofttion of contending Paf< 

,., ; \ N4 fions: 



'^ Y7^om : ''Nor dtenfoie^aiiyr N&iiilar^BitfN^^ 




txi dwn td&vrhere;* ' . <5;Is there ttfaat fordiid/' 
%6re9ta9e/oo:£3rtb/: whordoes .tidt pdder^ 
fiihls^vmi Ebjoytsciit i^^^Is iiet Ma&ix ^^aidl 

tactile Piirpofe : ^^ Jiad}we 6cafe, w& fiwiiUL 
itt^eoDiideiv '^ in Reality tbd ^boron^Bto&i^ 

^^ ifone, -wiioxao^^uiyAraij;^ Ao/ for Happing 
f^:with:'theh(jkiefbManoi> Troe Intereifc is 
<^<who41y baithcone 'Sidc( or>tl»»otbm 
^^. All bet\sreen is looo^i^nffirf; Irreiblutic»;i 
^^^^Remocfi^ Vexation, » arat aii^ Ague-^fit ."^/^ 
Neither is diis Aokiiovrlfldgcme At peculisMr 
toihitnfelf : ^^To be owg^^iJW^ elthep in Viii^ 
«|f|a[». XX in Vice,*' :wai ithc^ iattheft thM; 
&isk iof the^snoft penetrating' among thie 
Ancients could carry the Point nfiMor^/i "i. 
Thu& where the Jelfifh.ac makvoknf A^ 
feftioQS happen to prevail^ there atti bei no 
internal Motive to Virtue. '' ' . - 

: On the contrary, where the anuable- Af- 
fedtiona of Hope, Candonrv Ceneiofityy and 
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' Moralifts^ Part i. " PTtt and Hum. Part ?v. § i . 

•See Axi\tb,\Efiif: lib. iii. V.^irs.' -^; ' ' 
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h^fipidft of Tedipersi l^irtueifaacb-iodoed •tt 
tbcTfkrce and Efictgy/^ wbtdi Ifae doU* 
Wtiter vattributeB -to her GharxM. 'For 
where the Ci^:'of Scnfe/mre weak» the 
Iteaginstdbli a&ive ^and t^efined, ! the public 
Afibdions prisdoitiina&t i there the mci^ai 
Se^ftmvSk nabirdi^Tetgii mrith uhcontroiifedf 
Auihorhy > ^ moft ^produce all th&t Self«« 
Satisfa<5tion, ^ that O>nfcioafne& of mcgrited 
iCihdnefsand BfleenEl^<in wl^h^^hfls Lofd^ 
ihip affirms, ' th^ veiy* EdSsBcc fif our Mo^ 
lives to Virtai doth^cohfift* -This flfial! 
with PIcafore be acknowledged, nay a& 
Psrted, as^^'the happieft of aiUTemp^-' 
^ ments,*' ^v^iteverircuy/W^/^i/'orti^-- 
ifuired.' To a Mind 'thQs^^f6rfaled, ^Virtufe 
doth -indeM briBg an inmiSiate ixiAMmph 
Ri^ard'of^rfe&Beacc and'fincere-Happi- 
fiefs in all' the bommon Sitnatiexns of iMtu 
It nv^ thencfofe be: widi Truth affirmed, 
tfiat a. Teniper thuti Iratned-muft indeed be 
namratfy" and ' internally moFved to the un^- 
form PraSice of Virtue,^ 
V * TkBRE are, beiides thefe,» an endlefs Va- 
riety of GharaClers formed from the vari:^ 
ous Combinations of thefe eflential Ihgre-- 
Stents i which are not defigned as a full 

Ex^ejjion 
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^^iA'^'Ei^^fi^.q^^ of Mankiacl^ 

more than tti»% ievej-a^ species of ^pkCi^ 

^^(t^ich^ yv^ ajfl(?ciatcd,>)jt 

tfee ^^aad of ai^«xperi?4¥:fl4 MaftqPr Mrpi^lci 
ij»4©?d;call for^th prery.^fikJiflig Usf^m^lMicf^ 
^yiery changeM JPeaturc of the £l^tfr/ , q^^ 

.,Now, am<^gaU.tl>if^ij3g?iteyaristy^^ 
Tempers which is fpun4;ia. Nature,^ we, f^ 
there cannot be any uniform Motive to Vir- 
tue, fave only " ^yhe^e the Senfes are weak, 
the Imagination refined, and the public 
Affedlipps ftrongly predpqaii^ant/' For 
in eyery othep Chafai^^ where cither ti^. 
Senfes, grofs Imagination, . or felfiih Pafliopf. 
pjceyd^l, a najtural Oppoi^an or Difcordapce 
mujO: arife, aivd defboy the uniform Motive 
to Virtue, by throwing th? Happineis of 
the Agent into ^a different ChanneL How 
feldom this fublime Temper is to be.foiind^ 
is hard to fay : But this may be affirmed 
with Truths that every lyjan is not really 
f9Sk0kd of it in the Condud of Life, who 
eifj^s it in Lnaginationy ovjidmiresit in his 
Clpfet» as it lies in the J^uiry concermng^ 

Virtue. 
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Virtue. A Charaacr of tlik iupreme Ex:^ ^ VB ^ 

crflcnce muft needs be apprmed by lAoft \ L, 

And idle JS&ttr/ of Man being an uncxhauft-*' 
cd Fountain of Self-Deceit ^ Mrhatit approves^ 
k forward to tbink itfelf jpofleiTed of. Tfani 
a lively Imagination and unperceived Seip- 
Xovr/ fetter the Heart in certain iJealBonis 
of their own creating: 'nil at length fomc 
turbulent and furious PaiBon arifing in its 
Strength, breaks thefe fantaflic Shackle* 
which Fancy had impoied, and leaps to it) 
Prey like a ^yger chained by Cobwebs. 

SECTION VIII. 

FROM thefe different Views of hu^ S^^J^- 

man Nature, Jet us now bring this Argu- 1^ 

xnent to a Conclufion. 

The noble Writer's Scheme of Mcftahf 
therefore, being grounded on a SuppojBtion; 
which runs through the whole Courfe of 
his Argument, that ^^ all Mankind are na* 
*' turally capable of attaining a T*q/le or Ite- 

lijh for Virtue^ fufficient for every Piir- 

pofe of fpcial Life,*' feemis eflentially de- 
fedtive. For, from the Enquiry already 
imade into die real and various Conftitution 
of Man^ it appears^ that a great Part of the 

Species 






l«8 OtiWeMuves to Virtue?' 

E s'jA T species are lUrtiiratty JfiCaifaMe of this J^^ 
, tied- ETCcellenoe. That the various Mix^ 

ture and Predominancy of Senfey Im^^ 
ftatitm, and P^^Ew/, give a cfiSercnt Caf^'aqd: , 
Coniplexidn of Mind to* eveiylndiviSaaLl:/ 
That the Feeiing^ or ProJpeSf of Happihefs ; 
can only infe from tlir^^ That/ 

c6«feqfucntly;"^^e^^ ' the benevolent Af- ' 
fdftions arid moral Senfe are weak, the ^ 
fclfifli Paflions and Perceptions hcadffrbn^, 
e can be no internal Motive to the cbh" 



Jiftent PraAice of Virtue. 

The mofl plaufible l^retence I could ever, 
meet with, amidil ajl the Pomp of Decla^ 
mation thrown out in Support of this Ml- 
Sufficiency of a ^ajle in Morals, is this : 
** That although the Force and Energy of 
•' this Tafte for Virtue appears riot in every 
•* Individual, yet the Power lies dormant ia 
every human Brcaft ; and needs only be 
called forth by a voluntary Self-Difcipline^ 
in order to be brought to its juft Per- 
fection. That the Improvement in our 
*' Tafte in Morals is parallel to the Progrefs 
*' of the Mind in every other Art and Ex- 
•' ccUence, in Paintings MufiCy Archite^ur^y 
" Poetry : In which, a true Tafte, how- 
** ever natural to Man, is not born with 

!' him. 
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Oh, the Mpt'ms m ,V|^^ ?^,%C^ i ft 9t 

*« hiin> but fprijicd j^r«lJ^j^J^t,f9dj»^^?^jPT.: 
** A^ion by a proper ; i5/«^^a(l Jl^f^ca- "* 
" iien." ' "'".,. . ., 

The noble Writer hath innumerable' 
Pafiages of this Kind : So many indeed, 
that it wer<^ Labour loft to transcribe them ^.^ 

And one of his Followers jbath affirmed in . 

• ■-J ii .. » .J'.. 

ftill more emphatiq^l. Expreffions, ifpoffi*. 
ble, than his Matter, that V, the Height of 
''^mofojhiphyt^^^ ... ,.^. ., 

Now this State of the Cafq, .thqugh^at^ 
firft View it carries fome Degree of Plaufl-> 
bility, yet, on a.clofer Examination, ^eftrqys- 
the whole Syftem. For if, as it certainly 
is, the Capacity for a Tafte in Morals ^ be 
iimilar to a Capacity for 4 Tafte in Artsy 
'tis clear, th^t the moft afliduous Culture or 
Self-Difcipline can never make it even ge^. 
Turaly much Icik univerfaL One Man, we-. 
fee, hath a Capacity or. Genius for Painting, 
another for^Mufic, a third for ArchitedlurQ, 
a fourth for Poetry. Torture each of them 
as you pleafe^ you cannot infufe a Tafte for 
any, but his own congenial ^^t. . If you at- 
tempt to make the Poet an Architeft, or the 
Painter a Mufician, you may make a pre- . 

« CA#rtf/?. pafilm. ^ Letttrs 9/ Hjdpfpestd'^li^ 

. . .' : ...tending 



. ':_ J Mb/?^, 'Tis thd fime 61 Morali^. Whafre^ 
the benevolent Affediorie are n««ts3!y 
ilrorig, /*^r«» * ^€dpacityitt a h^h %f^W 
Virtue: Wfc«*thcfeare'a;ft?>l'Of^i7A^^ 
iliefe is in die fame Propbrtion, liflJe latW( 
Capacity ioT ^L^afie in Virtdfe. To harahgtete^i- 
tlterefore, on the fuperior Hi^piiiefi^atteiAii' 
mg the Exercife of the publie MtS^titA^ \^ 
qttite foreign to the Purpofe/ This fi»p«»idr^ 
Happincfs is allowed, whert? the {rtSblte Af^^ 
fWtions can htfoundy or ;»tf^, predotoihaAn^ 
But how can any Confequence bte^ Ap^H 
fiPbm hence, fo^as to infliichce' thb^ %Iit]^ 
never felt the Im^puKe of public Affe^akfti* 
Are not the Pleafures of Poetry, Paitttingi^ 
V Mufic, fublime, pure, and lafting, to thofe 
who tajie them ? Doth it therefbre fdlfow, 
that all Mankind, or any of theWi, fcaitt^bc? 
harangued into a Tajle and Lc^e of- th^ 
elegant Arts, while the very Capacity oif 're- 
ceiving Pleafure from them is ^aritifi^f 
Thus in Morals, where a fimilar Incapacity 
takes Place through the natural Want cf a 
lively Benevolence, no. Progrefs can evfir be 
ittade in the 9^^ or Reli/h for virtuous En- 
. jpyment. Though therefore you fhould 
prove, as indeed one of Lord Shaftes-* 
I bury's 



0^ the. MotsmsU ViRt^xxft> vi^\ 

^vje^S FoUpwcrs hath done, ** that Virtue^ * « f* 
**, iSraccommpdate to all Places and Timeg^ \ 

** -is dur able yfelf -derived^ and indeprivable %^r 
whet^e he concludes, it has the bcft Title 
to the Chara<3:er of the fovertign Good jf 
yet all the while, the main Point in Debate. 
is taken for granted, that is^ ** whether thcj: 
*' Pofleffion of it be any Good at all/' No>/r; 
to thofe who receive no Increafe oi internal 
Happinefs from it, it cannot be a Good:. 
And where there ia a natural DefeSt of bflH 
nevolent AfFedion, it can give no itUernal^. 
Happinefs: Confequently, though it hav© 
all the other Characters of the Summup^ 
Bonumy though it be durable^ filf^derivedy 
and indeprivable y it can nevjcr; by fuch, be 
regarded as the fdvereign Good.. 

'Tis pleifant enough to obferve the Ar- 
gumentation of the Writer laft mentioned* 
After defcribing "• the faireft and moft ami^i 
*^ able of Objeds, the true and perfcdl Man, 
" that OmaOicnt of Humanity, -that god- 
** like Being, without Regard either to Plea- 
^ fure or Fain, uninfluenced either by Prpf- 
*i perity or Adver fity, fuperior to the World, 
*' aod its beft and worft Events" — He then 
raifeth aiv Obje^ion — " Does not this 

; tThree Tle»t. by J. H. Treat 3*. On Happlnifs. 

« Syftem 
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E • 8 A y cc Syftem border a little upon the ChimcrU 
«gal?*^>^Qn my Word, a flirewd Que-* 
ftion, and well worth a good Anfwer } and 
thus he dears it up. — ** It fcems to require, 
*' faid I, a Perfe<3ion to which no Indivi- 
*' dual ever arrived. That, very Tranfcen- 
** dence, faid he, is an Argument on its be- 
'* half; ' Were it of a Rahk inferior, it 
•^ would not be that Perfedion which we 
" feck. Would you have it, faid I, beyond 
•* Nature ? If you mean, replied he, bqrond 
any particular or individual Nature, mofl. 
undoubtedly I would'.'* 'Tis not thercr 
fore to be yvondered at, that this Gentleman^, 
wrapped up in Ftfions of ideal Perfedlion, 
diould exprefs ** his Contempt of thofe fu* 
perficial Cenfurers, who profefs to refute, 
what they want even Capacities to com- 
prehend*.*' Doubtlefs he means thofe 
groveling Obfervers, who draw their Ideas 
of Mankind ^' from particular or individual 
Natures," and have not yet rifen to " the 
beatific Vifion^ of the perfed Man.'* 
Indeed, the Gentleman frankly owns, " that 
** Pradlice too often creeps^ where Theory. 

•Three Treat by J. H. Treat. 3*. On Happinefs^ 
p. 215. \ Ibid. p. 108. ! Ibid. 
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"^^ t^Xifiar V' And this I take to be a true Sect, 
Account of the Matter^ ^^"' 

Thus, as according to theie Moraliftsy 
%he ReUJh or T'a/le for Virtue is iimilar to a 
Tafte for Arts j fo what is faid of the Poet, 
the Painter, the Mufician, ^lay in this Re- 
gard with equal Truth be faid oi the Man 
of Virtue — Nafcitury nonjU. Hence it is 
evident, that the noble Writer's Syftem, 
which fuppofeth all Men capable of this 
exalted Tafle, is chimerical and groundlefs. 
But even fuppofing all Men capable of 
this high Tafte in Morals, there would 
arife an unanfwerable Objection againft the 
Efficacy of this refined Theory. Though it 
were allowed, that all Mankind have the 
fame delicate Perception of morale as fome 
few have of natural Beauty, yet the Parallel 
would by no means hold, that ^\ as the Vir^ 
** tuofo always purfues his Tafte in Arts 
*' con/iftently^ fo the Man of Virtue muft be 
** equally cmjtftent in ASlion and Beha^ 
" viour'' For the Vir tuofo h^xng only en- 
gaged in mere SpecuJatioriy hath no oppo- 
fite Affedions to counterad: his Tafte : He 
meets with no Obftrudlions in his Adraira- 

» Three Treat, by J. H. Treat. 3^ On Happinefs^ 
p. 108. 

O tion 



EftSATtion 6f Bdbity: HkEfithuiiafm 'tiftdi^^idl 
^' imboimded Flight, not retarded l*f 4flf Ifai- 
pediments of a difcordant Nature. Boi ^ 
Man ofVJrfMehath a difierent an^^tebre 
difficnlt Tafk to perform : Hebfltbofi£fi4 
sramerocrs Train of Paffions, and ehelb^pet^ 
haps themdl violefit to oppofc: HeHhiuft 
bboar through the Ibrrbunding Demands 
and Allurements of k\&Q\ Appetite*: -Mtift 
fubdue the SoUicitations of every ^ Ih^oSft 
natural Afiedion, when it oppofe^ the-Dit^ 
fates of a pure Benevolence, He^c<^^i4ctt 
foppofing the moft refined Tafte fbi»yji»tte 
common to all, it muft ever lie t^^ta^dtid ih 
itsPrpgrefs, often bafBed and ovei^b^ 
amidft the Struggle of contending f^Jjms. 

This feems to be a full and fiiffid^t 
Reply to all that can be urged in Supjxbkt of 
this fentaftic Syftem from a View of' liiM/uin 
feature. But as the noble Writer hatfi at- 
tempted to confirm his Thecwry by ibtiue 
collateral Arguments of another Kkid, it 
tnay be proper here to confider th^ *wl 
Weight. 

' • He urges, therefore, the Probability- at 

leaft, if not the Certain Truth of his Hypo- 

'thcfis from hence, " That it would be an 

" Imputation on the Wifdom of the Deity 

«'to 
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J>^3^;ppd Qyeflicp, die A(^rtiQX\fistruc;.^u( 
the^ C^equence be dqaws ihoi?* i£» -*!; t^ 

:^^< chei^ore bumaa Happine^ mu0:^lv}^yp 
^^coniift la the Uamediate F6elii^x)£vir;:a^ 
fy MS Efi^yment^''. : i^ , utterljic gcouadlciL 

^Tbis InfGrence ^eeiu« to have been .drawn 
/torn a View of the.; £ritf^ Creation J. ia 
which vraAnAy. Jr^inS^Jx immediate Fedr 

i>i^iare tjhea^iyMotiFe^^ta^^A and in 

;Which^:we^d;oo^ rti^t thefe iounedlate 
Pipop^niities are \fi^cunt. ibr all ;(bc Pur^ 
p(>i!^43f thdc Being. ^ . I^ tbi$ Coiiftituti^ . 

;of Things the Creator's Wifiiom is cmi- 
nwdy difplayod^^l beraui^^ through a Defed: 

x^iJSieqfen^QivMifii^ Kind of 

Pru^iple. could; ppi&bljf have. taken Place* 

.But tbp Conckiilon (drawn from thence, 

«^^ tbat;MaGhClAuil: have a^fimilar Strength of 

;^5 Jnilini^ iqfiplanted in binx, in order to di- 
** re6t him to bis fupreme Happinefs/' 

•vthi& : is^ without Foundation : fiecaufe the 
Deitf bath given him not only prefent Per- 

^ceptioa%^hut Reaftmy Reflexion^ and ^lEdt^'^ 

::::•: y:l :>..'.• "^ Enquiry.. . 

O 2 J%i&/ 



v^ Qtt the:. Moiive^ M.^.y R.t iJ ^e? 

E 8 s A v/jjj&/t oifutune .Good ai^d Evil, tpgethfo^.^Ji^ 

^...l^afuffioic^ Power to ojl^Mii .the oneyo^infl 

avoids ithe other. Asi . therefore M^v ^^ 

Aifficient Notices of the. fnoml Qt/^erntfipJf 

e£.O(^05 /which will at length prpd^i^^a 

perfed CoiDcideQce between ih^.^virtifous 

Cbndu<3:^ and the Happinefi of cvery^ Ixi<^vi<* 

dual, it implies no efl^ijtial Defed of ^Y^^ 

dom in the Creator, to fuppofe that h^ h^th 

not given this univerfal zi\d wierrjflg,^^^i^ 

towards Virtue to the whole huovtn^^pff ies. 

Man is enabled to purfueand Qbtaii>,hi|S^pf;Qr 

fsser: Happinefs by i?^^ j Brutc^^y,^-^/^. 

: / Again, the noble ^Writpr often \^^fpgifs 

io ftrcngthen his Argiuncnt, by *- repp^sfoit- 

.*^ ing the external Good which natumUy 

* * Jl^ws from Virtue^ and the ^xtana^ Evils 

\^ which jjaturally attend on Vice *>[ ',..., JBut 

fure this is rather dfferting than confiriapiing 

his part icjidarThtory.', which, is, to pfpy^e 

that Happinefs is ^ential to Virtue^ .and 

infeparable fronx it^: ," That Miiery, is 

'^^ ejfential to Vice^ and infeparable jfyom 

** it/> — Now, in bringing his Proofs fjjqnx 

Happinefs or Mifery of the externaiKm^^ 

he clearly deferts his original Intentipa:. B?- 

'Caufe thefe Externals ase not immediate^ but 

"^ Enquiry^ B. ii. P» i. §,j. : :,i 

: . con^ 




,TRcy"li* l^^cifyy of tfie Ndm^e^fRmpardJ^^ 
iM^ PM^^/»/ f Mct-thereft^* can'have na 

ieMBrdhYf to ^ tfiac Hfipfirnefy orMiCery 
'**''&ti'Rng"^orti- the' imi^dfd'^tat©' idf'itkp 
^'Mkd'.^AffeBiom, m^mfdl' Seinji fdniht 
** CoteniJflidW of ¥iefe; or di© Pra«aice of 
'*^'Vir'typ^' ' Afld' this hith be«i1 -already 
W^feaifred M«gfe. > \ - •. .^' 

■ HxiWEvfetti^that'ftbthingmaylse omitted 
wluch dah'«Veii''i'fed4dtely affedb the TraiK.; 
we may bbfiiWifj' in tiaffirig, thatafter iall tJ«B 
fabdtiitid tth3wi!r'-Wi;«f' Declamation on this, 
Stttjjda, 'tis' mtfeh'ieafiep W ptmti< «-thjit 
^' TrVp is the Fii:eiSt#f*«*^^r/ Mifery,. than 
" ii^J7tfu'e is the Parent of extifhailUp- 
**^^inefs.'' ' '*Tis plaiw, that no Man ean be 
vidiWik Mi any coftfidefftble D^|t^^, but he 
■ nttift ftiffef either in his Healtb, his F<»«?<r, or 
FbrtnU'e. - NoW th6 Generality of Moralifts, 
aft^-fi'i^virig' bi" illuftrating this, have tak«i 
It fcr ^i^tdi, te a Certain ConfcqacnGe, that 
flie'eiteWaa Gbods of Life are, by the Law 
df Cidhtrki-ffes, in a ' finiilar Manner annexM 
tio thk5^H^taS<!e'- of. '^Virtue. But in Reality 
thePWibfeto teaefe^no^ further thaii; to fliew 
the happy Confcquendes oilrmocence, which 

O 3 is 



198 Onl^e l^omeito'^^^ 

E s B K Y is" a veiy al^rent tiding' from Viriu^f'^ibi 
Tnn()rfince \^ ovAy the abji dining froctl &W; 
P'trtii^, the aduji Prot^Aibn of Gdii/. 'WSw 
'tis^eyiclecyt indeed/ that by tf/^/^i^ 
Efl)U; i^\i^t\^\fy Innocence) Vft^mtj^^ 
clea^ pif jhe Miferies to which \v6* eitiDft^ 
oiir felves hf the CommiJJwn 6t it : AAfd ' tfiis 
«; as fat- as the Argiiaient will go. Sttt if 
y/e rigoroufly examine the external |C^6rffei^ 
quences of an ^/J?/^^ Virtue, in iticll V WlnHld 
as this 5 we fliall find, itmuft^ ^'8ff^n^ 
maintained at the Expence bbth.^y ^^^^ 
Eafe^ and Fortune -, often thfe Lofs diPI^2TO^ 
and Increafe of Enemies ; not f$^ jaSiejaj^ 
the unwearied Diligence of Ew'Uj?,' wiiich^ is 
ever watchful and prepared to blafl: diftin- 
guiflied Merit. In the mean timd, the /»- 
ndxionsyi^n fits unmolefted and tr^riqu^l ; 
loves Virtue, and praifeth it ; avdlds the 
Miferies oiFice^ and the Fatigue of d0ive 
Virtue ; offends no Man, and thetejfbrfc is 
beloved by all; and for the reft, naakfS it 
up by fair Words and civil DepoftqiSnt. 
** Thus Innocence^ and riot Virtue \, j^ 
^^Jlinence from Evily not the ProiiuSJIjonof 
'' Good, is the furtheft Point' 16 Whlcti 
•^ Mankind in general caa be carriic4>-irom 



«^3^Rcg^4^to i^p^fx^er^ Con%aHences f^^.y^^^''' 

"At^op/". "■ ; '. /.^^\i'y '■' ■ 

But whenever Appearances grow t6ff 
ftrong againil the noble Writer's ^yrtenj,' 
he takes Refuge in zn-^aj)age Vut^s.!—^ 
As he had before allowed, that " ^ Vufr 
" gar may fwallow any fordid Jeft or.Bul-' 
" fponry," fo here he frequently fuggefts,' 
that among the fame Ranks, " any Idnd of 
** fordid Pleafure will go down," But " as 
" jt muft be a finer Kind of Wit that lakis 
"with the Men of Breeding," fo in Morals 
"^;^e Relijh or 7'ajle for Virtue, is what rii- 
^* tafally prevails in the higher Stages of 
" Life ; That the liberal and polijhei Part of 
"Majikind are difpofed to treat every other 
" Principle of Adlion as groundlefs and ima- 
"■giaary : But that among .tbefc,, the Te^e 
"in IVIorals, if properly cultivated, mult 
*• ^eds be fufficient for aU the PurpofeS.of 

.i Jn I reply to this, which is perhaps the 
weakeft Pretence of all diat the noble Wri- 
ter hath alledged, wc need only obierve, 
that thofe who are born to H)7W«rj, Power^ 
9Jld ^ortunej come jbtp the World \vith the 

' ' 'Sec fe)na,>3*. «; 3. uid many other dfttadieil'Taf- 

O 4 fame 



Senfe^ Imdgtmtiony zxAAffeBioHs^ vMktm 
/^g/?Rnik8-t>F Mankind. Sd that if tkl^ 
really cnjof better O^portiihiries of iMiteg 
cotojA^ely Virtuotis, thfefc muft arifei fiD| 
fiWto thor ihlcrnal l^^ but &d» 

ttixxhiX Situation in^Life. Let us examine 
aibW ftr this may give-a Biafs either? towtrife 
Vice or Virtue. : •:--7r:-^1 

»^ Now 'tis plain thisit, wkh /rc^rfd^? the 

• -^inps or bodily Jppitites.^Ait pSafe^Jdk^fef 
Tower iind Fortune muft be' ratHer^llifrtftd 

• 'ihan favourable to Virtue. * W^th ghrjes 
•'Opportunity of^IriAilgence, "ittS IndlilgBfite 

naturally '/;7/fc//i^J?j/' Hence the HftbitrW 

y?;//r/^/Inclination muft in general be ftrbnger 

in the Lord than the Peafant : Therefor^, 

as ' nothing tends fo mlich to imbrUW Aie 

'Man, and fink every nobler Affedtion of iflie 

Mind, as a fervile Attendance on ^rifaal 

Pieafure; fo in this Regard, the Pofleffion 

of Power and Fortune li X2xhtv' dangerous 

than ' favourable to Virtue. i '; ' - 

TfiE fame may be affirmed in refpeA to 
the Pdjfions or Affeditom. Can any thing 
tend jfb much to render any Pdffion' ungo- 
vernable, as to know that we ^i^</)Kfl#; go- 
vern it ? That oir Power, Riches, and Au- 
thority, 



I 

On- the Mct'tves /o V ir t t^t^ ' to * 

tihority, - raife us abme Qmtrtmlt That we Si^^'^r 
can hate, opprefs^ revcivgej with Impunity ? >" 
Arc not the Greats of alJ others, moft ob- 
noxious to Flattery ? Does not this tend to 
produde ^nd noun{han^^r^i;>^3?ii/;^ Opinioa 
of tbemfehes^ an unjuft C^/ef»^/ of other sf 
And is not /rw^ Virtue more likely to be loji 
than improved, atnidfl all thefe furrounding 
Temptations ? 

The Imagination indeed is often refined, 
and Reafon improved, in the higher Ranks 
of Life, beyond the Heach of the mere Vtd-- 
gar. But they are little , acquainted with 
human Nature, who think that Reajhn and 
Imagination^ among the Bulk of Mankind, 
are any thing more than the Minifiers of the 
ruling Appetites 2ind Pajfions: Efpecially 
where the Appetites and Paffions are in- 
: flamed by the early and habitual Pofleflion 
of Honours, Power, and Riches. 

But ftill it will be urged, that the Great 
are under the Dominion of a powerful Prin- 
ciple, which is almoft unknown among^the 
Vulgar :^ThQ Principle of Honour — 
which is a perfect Balance againft all thefe 
- furrounding Difficulties, and a full Security 
to Virtue, - 

With 



2^9 1 Onstba Aft^k)iel^Vik'R^\^^ 

% jy^9ayv ii^ibmetkqes .nttanti. 'San\^^ 

^*. tp :die£ri£tice:X>f .what is rigfat^ wtthovifct 
<Viaoy Depcndance on.otlKr.M^ 
^*moiiii/'ir Now.. this is; but thtiinormi" 
Senfe^ imder a; new Appellations, it larifcdD 
tod, not^Jfom a&y ;j^6ciiht\Situatim^0f(^^ 
Jafci Imt f^Qia the x^utzkCof^tutioftoiiihc) 
Jf^aL Accordingly?, it is :OoC Coofited ton 
ain^r oncRank of Men^ hut is feeajMf^i&sti;^ 
citily. among the iS»/7/ and Fulgar^ /Tiat 
thi^relbce entirely, beyond the;pfdientQ|Ha»<j 
fticnv- which only relates tov &ioh .Ckcttm^J 
ftances as arc peculiar to high Ldfe* .; ■ . ,. ,t 
The olh^r, and more common Atx:e|^: 
tation of the Word Honour ^ and in . which! 
alone it belongs peculiarly.to the^Grei^ijift? 
^* an Affciflion of the Mind deteiminingjdo^ 
'* Agent to fuch a Condud, as may jgaiii: 
him the j^lm^e or EJieem of thofe wbofe 
good Opinion he is. fond of," Now 
this Love of Fjisif, and Fear of Di^act^ 
tbougfa> as nficondary Motive to A<^0% . )£ 
be. often of the higheft Confequence ia 
Life ; though it often., i^mnitrfeiUt -fooi^ 
timea^ven nWi Benevolence itfelf s yet as 

a prin-' 
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tdke^iit^p^itiguda GolRipleKk>if!:i)rCtnsi^3^ 
aiK3n£iuft:-ayWayfiito/5friw l^lui^^ 

't]8^<^Matt€r of mere ^jiicidnayiwh^ithnikS^ 
Cbnrequdbces be ii^fi:'i}nv^J!j;i w6sk/o7f^.^ 

f oocided in ^rj^ti^tMi/is^tb^^ wilL ifial 

far Ibad ^xx».¥irtne ti If 4ify ' ^fce .fo'unddd 2iS 

leaS to /%^>^ AAnd, N^vn^outiai^j' defigdbsb 
Sot^ ontHlhr{Ori^/ii» it imiiV^^e ownedi tb^ 
lattedr:oOth0fie^ kdtkjMJec b^eo the j9wias8^^l 
nant Char^i^r ;p£ Homuv^j^^t ; were fidiel 
indeed to uffirm; thor ther Princtpl& badi no 
Mixturei of J^;zm/r»jfi Intenkicxf j yotc'tis: 
€qu^}r deary that its: ^^&gf E^efign is not fa 
mts<^ to^ fecdt^ the Ifl^^^ td 

mw^taifttthe Stipmority^^Gi:^few r :ADd 
hence tits Pfinripfoiath^ipwr;!^ Yota- 
ries to abbbe the Commifiion^: not fajm^rh 
of what is u^uftj as^ef vdmtts cmtempliblL 
Thoti^ it is dear^v ; that |iie Fra\dple ol^ jcfi;^ 
Muff^^L. ^iftiiiguilhedH from bemvslat Af4 
fe(ftion and the jvsw^ ^w/^, can jiever be a 
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i^4 ^» J^e'Mo^hmb'\^t4\jlSi9 

E s ft A i fiifiisfeh^ Fd^ftdatidft- !for ''^d'uniforfW^B^c:- 

'- TUitsE iniifcijmab ArfSitients b^^'W^ 
flieiwble WnWh*«h ijttefaijjt^ t6'!fif|ibii¥' 
this 'imagmed'^A/i^ty^n^p of llihe 'M^or 

. 2*4^<? in Mr4/j. ■ ■ ma hamah'Nartttf d 'bfcen 
indeed that ««7y«im 'aihd >tWJ/<* Thing ? "ivR^K 
he feems tbhs^'tkot^kii^ he^hiQ'BMj 
bifefr right' in fibdftg the J14»//W/ ihVlfhue^ 
oh to' gcnef cms and ' amiable a ' hffit^R? 
Bbt' as'bh Examination it ^Jifjdar^P.^'tMli^ 

- hkth ail along Tuppofed tliife Humafil^riH'i 
to be what it is ftot\ 'hfe Syfteii %k0fi^kry 
and groundtefsi ahd'^his ' ipplkAdedThi6ry 
only fit t6 find a Place With' tiie 'BSaftcd 
Power of the great old Geometer, when' he 
iaid — io; "zra^u, koci rlui ylui xivrifa*. " 

Most full indeed and clear to thils Ftir- 
pofe are the Words of the noble Writer 
himfelf : Who, in his mifceUitneous CapJl- 
city, and in a merry Mood, fecrtis to -ba\^ 
Ipoken more of Truth, than I belie w he 
would care to ftahd to. — ** Such has "been 
" of late our dry Tafk. No wonder if it 
"carries, indeed, a meagre ind raw Aip- 
" pcarance. It may be looked on in Philo- 

• 

• Give me but a Place to fet my Foot on, and I will 
xnove the wbolc Earth. 

y fophy. 



** Impofition. For to make Bjfick withpu^ ; J^ 
'AM'^'V.: CM": Stubble, isr P^b^ ^ -fffier 

" W^P^ y and eftablifli e Condudl of: Uf^i 
*.'^.J^if4thQ^t; ,thie $uppqfitipn of any Thixjg 
P^^ivlag or jextant befides our^ immedf^ 

.;^,TH¥Sf> ^4lies^_niightppffib|jf l^ji|vc,fecj9^ 
ai^4iffip4t ta,?v^ Ijadpottbftiw^ 

^jp :^f iter himfelf faypd. : i?s ^^? LaboWiPl" 

Y 3jl ioui^ ^6^f,dn(i^ J^dfX)k2ition is Entj^u-? 
IJ/. si45Mi r :T^^c Tranfpo^s of Poets, Qf^g 
f ^ . rators, MuficianSj^V'^tuofi ;. . the Spiril; ^ 
", TrarVellers amd '^4MPP^Ii"'f?s r. G^sillaiUryi 
" War, Hproiffp; aH> all Enthufiafm! Tf5 
'^.fifQUgh: s I am CQpteotto be this ne^v JEn- 
5;,iXifpsj[ As,T ^7rrp-And thu§,in another Place 
he.^efcribes the Effefts qf this jhigh Paflioi;!; 
XJ^t ^^ Entbu/iafm. is^wxi^nderfully powerful 
*J:and ,extenfivp;-r-For when the Miud .is 
^}..t^aken up, ip Ft^on,-^it& Horj:orj Deligh):, 
u Conftifion, Fear, Admiration^ or siokatefver 
V, Pa(^7i belongs J^. it, ^ or. i^. AxppeFnjiQft.oa 
'-^ ithi? Occafion, ,wUl h^.^e Jjbmethirig; i;^-, 
" immane^ and, as Painters fay, beyond 

* ikfr/f. iv. c. i. ^ Motfll^A^ futi'fin. 

XrlFE. 
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/ ^ to the Name of Fanaticifm^ as it waatrfjft 



-r i7 ui/p:; \c ^'V^^-v^\^\ d).hVh to Ji-JJifi:i?l yd 

thofcigh cwio«is> 0oQttnctijatr o£ljheie:l3ijtw^ 
Specuktbns j^ in -Jhc -GMfisf-^ jh^fOt^nxsW 
TdBture abroad jntatWfWidtbbolettdtttfpf^ 
ceed to fotbethmg.appIibftUtfjtcjiJife^Mli 
Manners j and iX)tifideiri?w)iat oifoitbei?ffiid 
Motives^ by which Mankind may be<fegi))s!^ 
to the uniform PraSicc of Virtue. a t ^ j i T 

And firft, in Minds of a genik arid=|frjfWf 
r^ttj Difpofition, where the fenfual ApfMftitisi 
are weak, the Imagination refined^-^and^hi^ 
benevolent Affe<adons naturally pcedoedify 
ttant ; thefe very Aifeaions, . and the tfKnml 
Senje arifing from theni^ will in all the vm^ 
mon Occurrences of Life fecure the Ffftft^ 
tice of Virtue. Ta thefe fine T6mjJQP$ 
thus happily formed, the toward Satigj[a4tiOii 
df a virtuous Condud: exceeds that erf every 
butward Acquifition ; andaffotds toitS.Pc^ 
(efibr a. more true and lafting Happinefs» 

iLettnr onEAthuftafitu : 

■ than 
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Otf^ the Mbme\t^^t.4^ t^ ^©7 

dnMi^ Wealth, or Fame, <t Po^cr obi He- * »« ^^ 
ftcw. '' '^^ ' 

3' '?SEcoNDLYi Whefc the'ftttne Degrees of 
puWtc AiFeaion fbbfift^^ bat Aatid ojipofed 
by fenfual or felfifh Paffions of equal Vio- 
lence, eve© here the Ageijt n^ajrrife to very 
high Degrees of Virtue, but not without 
tbfc Aids of Difciptint and -Cukure. - Yet 
*ti9 obfervaMe^ that the Virtiws of fuch i 
Temper are rather c6^kuout than m^iftent^ 
Without fomcftrttgtheoing Afliftance,' the 
Progitrs of the Min4 towards Perfedion is 
aften iA^oke by" the Sallies of diforderM 
Faflion. ' ^'' *' -u-':'^^- '-y- - ^ ^ 

There is yet another Character, eflbx-^ 
tially different froiti' tbefe/ but feldora diftin- 
guilhed, becaufe geoerally * taken ^^fdi^ the 
fifjt^ Miny efteem themfelves, and are 
eftdehied by others^ as having Arrived at the 
moft t^fummaU Virtue^ whofe Condud 
never therks a higher Name than that of 
being iiMosoms: This is generally thi Ca& 
of thofc^'who loveHWr^i/ zndCmtemplatim; 
of thdfe wbbfe Padions^ are naturally ^weak^ 
or cardfutly 'guafd^dhy What the W^add calls 
l^rkdinee^ Nbw; '«s intbelaft mentiotted 
Charai^i^^ $(^r^* from ^rtgtdarhywzs^it^ 
quifite^ fo here a Spur to :4&%on is equally 
r neceflary 
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loS On the Motives to VirtItk. 

Essay ncccflary for the Support and Security o( 
■ Virtue • 

As we defcend through more common 
and inferior Characters, the internal Motives 
to virtuous Actions grow lefs and leis ef* 
feduah H^eak or no Benevolence, a moral 
Senfe proportionably dully ftrong fenfual^^^* 
petit eSy a clamorous Train oi felfijh Af-: 
fedions, thefe mixed and varied in endlefs 
Combinations, form the realCharader of 
the Bulk of Mankind : Not only in Cottages, 
but in Cities y CburcheSy CampSy and Court s^ 
So that fome ftronger Ties, fome Motives 
more efficacious are neceflary, not only for 
the Perfedlion of Firtuey but the Welfare, 
nay, the very Being of Society. 

'Tis not denied, nay, 'tis meant and in- 
fifted on, that among all thefe various Cha- 
racters and Tempers, the Culture of the be- 
nevolent AfFedtions ought to be affiduoufly 
regarded. For though we have feen that 
the Defign of introducing an univerfal high. 
Reli^j or Ta/le for Virtue be vijionary and 
vain, yet ftill a lower, or a lower Degree 
mzypojibly be inftilled. We have only at- 
tempted to prove, that the Capacity for this 
high Tafte in Morals is not univerfally cm: 
e&ntialiy xntervoven with the human 

Ffame, 
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Frame^ but difpcnfed in various Degrees, i^ ^ f^ ^* 
the fame Manner as the Capacity for aTaftse ^ 

in inferior Beauties, in ArcbiteBure^ Points 
ing^ Poetry^ and Mujic. 

To remedy this Defe^ of unerring In- 
ftin£t in Man> by which he becomes a Crea- 
ture fo much lefs coniaflent than the Brute . 
Kinds, Providence hath a£forded him not- 
only a Senfe oiprefentj but a Forefight of 
future Good and Evil. 

Hence the Force of human Laws; 
which being eflabliihed by common Con- 
fent, for the Good of all, endeavour, fo far 
as their Power can reach, by the Inili&ion 
of Puniihment on Offenders, to eftablifh the 
general Happinefs of Society, by making 
the acknowledged Jntereji of every Individual 
to coincide and unite with the public Wel- 
fare. 

But as human Laws cannot reach the 
Heart of Man ; as they can only inflidt 
PuniJIjment on Offenders, but cannot beilow 
Rewards on the Obedient j as there are 
many Duties of imperfeSi Obligation which 
they cannot recognize \ as Force will fbme^ . 
times defy^ and Cunning often elude their « 
Power \ fo without fome further Aids, fopfie 
IVJotives to Adion more univerf&lly intereft- 

P mg. 



iio Ontbe Motives H Virtue;* 

Ess A V ing. Virtue muft fiiU be left betrayed audi 

^^ deferted. 7 

Now a& it is clear from the Courfe of 
thefe ObfervationSy that nothing can workr 
this great Effed:^ but what can produce 
^^ an entire and univerfal Coincidence be-^ 
<' tween private and public Happinefs^*' Sb 
18 it equally evident, that nothing can ef-^ 
fe£tually convince Mankind, that their own 
Happinefs univerfally depends onpr$curing^ 
qr at leaft not violating the Happineis of 
others, lave only " the lively and active Be*~ 
** lief of an all-feeing and all-powerful God>^ 
*^ wjbo will hereafter make them happy or. 
** miferable, according as they defigoedlys 
" promote or violate the Happinefs of their, 
" Fellow-Creatures/' And this is the Ef- 
fence of Religion. 

This, at firft View, (hould feem a Mo- 
tive or Principle of AAion, fufficicnt for all 
the Purpofes of Happinefs and Virtue. In- 
deed the Bulk of Mankind feem agreed in 
this Truth. Yet refining Tempers, who 
love to quit the common Tracks of Opi^ 
nion, have been bold enough to call even 
this in Queftion. Among thefe, the noblQ 
Writer hath been one of the moil diligent: 

It 
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Om the Mother to Vi ax ce, x i i 

It will therefore be necefiarv to cconder the- » A^- 
Weight of his Objections. ^ 

To prevent Miiinterpretadcn, it may be 
proper to oblerve, that Lord SHA?TE>BiraY 
fometimes talks in earneil of the Nchiersefs 
and Dignity of Religion. But when he ex- 
plains himfelf, it appears, he confines his 
Idea of it to that Part which confifts folely 
in Gratitude to, and Adoration of the fu- 
preme Being, without any Profped of fu- 
ture Happinefs or Mifery. Now, though 
indeed this be the nobleft Part, yet it is be- 
yond the Reach of all, fave only thofe who 
are capable of the moft exalted Degrees of 
Virtue. His Theory of Religion therefore 
is precifely of a Piece, with his Theory of 
the moral Senfe ; not calculated for Ufe, but 
Admiration ; and only exifting in the Place 
where they had their Birth ; that is, as the 
noble Writer well exprefleth it, in a Mind 
taken up in Vijion. 

He fometimes talks, or feems to talk, in 
earned too, on the Ufefulnefs of Religion^ in 
the common Acceptation of the Word. 
With Regard to which 'tis only neceffary to 
obferve, that whatever he hath faid on this 
Subjedl I readily ailent to : But this is no 
Reafon why it may not be neceffary to ob- 

P 2 viatt 
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E s s A Y viate every thing he hath thrown out to the 
contrary, to prejudice common Readers 
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again ft Religion, through the Vanity of be- 
ing thought Original. To invent what is 
* jufi or t{feful, is the Charader of Genius : 
'Tis a far different thing, to broach ji6^ 
furdities. 

First, therefore, he often aflerts, that 
" the Hope of future Reward and Fear of 
" future Puni(hment is utterly unworthy 
" of the free Spirit of a Man, and only fit 
" for thofe who are deftitute of the very 
** firft Principles of common Honefty: He 
calls it niiferabky vile, mercenary : And 
compares thofe who allow it any Weight, 
to Monkies under the Difcipline of the 
*' WhipV 

In Anfwer to thefe general Cavils (pro- 
bably aimed chiefly at Revelation) which 
are only difficult to confute, as they are 
vague and fugitive, let it be obferved, firft ; 
that whatever can be objedted againft religi^ 
Qus Fear, holds good againft the Fear of bus- 
man Lzv/s. They iotb threaten the De- 
linquent with the Inflidtion of Punifliment, 
nor is the Fear of the one more unworthy, 
than of the other. Yet the noble Writer 

^ IFit and HumoHt'^Enquiry^-^c. 

5 himfelf 



On the Motives to Virtue. 113 

himfelf often fpeaks with the higheft Re- Sect. 

fpeft of LegtJlatorSy of the Founders of ;_ 

Society and Empire^ who, by the Eftablifh- 
ment of wife and wholefbme Laws, drew 
Mankind from their State of natural Bar- 
barity, to that of cultivated Life and focial 
Happinefs : Unlefs indeed he fuppofes that 
Orpheus and the reft of them did their 
Bufinefs literally by T^ajle and a Fiddle. If 
therefore the juft Fear of human Power 
might be inforced without infulting or vio- 
lating the Generojity of our Nature, whence 
comes it, that a juft Fear of the Creator 
ftiould fo miferably degrade the Species ? 
The religious Principle holds forth the fame 
Motive to AiStion, and only differs from the 
other, as the Evil it threatens is infinitely 
greater and more lafting. 

Further : If we confider the religious 
Principle in its true Light, there is nothing 
in it either meafiyjlavijhj or unworthy. To 
be in a Fright indeed, to live under the Sug- 
geftions of perpetual Terror (in which, the 
noble Writer would perfuade us, the religi- 
ous Principle confifts) is far from a;i amia- 
ble Condition. But this belongs only to 
the Superjlitious or the Guilty. The firft of 
ih^k^Vtfalfely religioilsj and to the laft, I 

P 3 imagine 
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E « • A Y imagine the noble Writcr^s moft zealous 
^ Admirers \yill acknowledge, it ought to be- 
long. But to the reft of Mankind, the r^- 
Ugious Principle or Fear of God is of a quite 
different Nature. It only implies a lively 
and habitual Belief, that we fhall be here- 
after miferable, if we difobey his Laws. 
Thus every wife Man, nay, every Man of 
common Underftanding, hath a like Fear of 
twtxy poffible Evil-, of the deftrudlive Power 
of natural Agents, of Fire, Water, Serpents^ 
Poifon : Yet none of thefe Fears, niore than 
the religious one, imply a State of perpett^al 
Mifery and Apprehenfion : None of them 
are inconfiftent with the moft generous 
Temper of Mind, or trueft Courage. None 
of them imply more than a rational Senfe of 
thefe feveral Kinds of Evil; and from that 
Senfe, a Determination to avoid them. Thus 
the noble Writer himfelf, when it anfwers 
a different Purpofe, acknowledges that " a 
** Man of Courage may be cautious without 
*' real Fear \" Now the Word Caution, in 
its very Nature, implies a Scnfe of a Poffi- 
bility of Evil, and fronj that Senfe a Deter- 
mination to avoid it : Which is the very 

• Enquiry, B. ii. Part ii. § 3. 

Eflence 
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, Eflence of the religious Principle or the Sect 
Fear of God. ^ 

And as to the other Branch of religious 
Principle, " the Hope and Profpeft of 
?* higher Degrees of future Happinefs and 
** Perfedion:*'— What is there of mean^ 
Jlavijhy or unworthy in it ? Are all Mankind 
to be blown up into the Mock-majejiy of the 
kingly Stoic, feated on the Throne of -/fr- 
rogance^ and lording it in an empty Region 
of Chim^Ha's? Is not the Profpeft of 
Happinefs the great univerfal Hinge of hu^ 
man Adion? Do not all the Powers of the 
Soul centre in this one Point ? Doth not the 
noble Writer himfelf elfewhere acknow- 
ledge this ^? And that our Obligations to 
Virtue itfelf can only arife from this one 
Principle, that it gives us real Happinefs ? 
Why then (hould the Hope of a happy Im- 
mortality be branded as bafe and Jlavijh^ 
while the Confcioufnefs or Profped: of a 
happy Life on Earth is regarded as a juft 
and honourable Motive ? 

The noble Writer indeed confefleth, that 
" if by the Hope of Reward, be underftood 
^* the Love and Defire (he ought to have 
" faid, the Hope) of virtuous Enjoyment ^ it 

* See above, Sc6l. VI. of this EJfay, 
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E 3 : A 7 c« «^^ dercgsrcrr to Vlrtac"' Bat tkat n 
sry ether Senfe, the kiiulged Hcpc o£ 






RiWird Is net ocly mean and ruicrc^^carj, 
tut evri: c&irrraJ to Virtiie acii ccmoiocL fifr- 
WLSzity : " Fzr In this reiigicus Sett or Dtf- 
■^ cipLIne, the Principle cf S^ij-LdTZdj which 
•^ is ru^z^ra^.y fc ^^r^izi-lng in us (iTtdded?} 
*•' bexg no wij mccericcd cr reitriuEcd, 
•' but rather in::Drz7ed and nuvic srcaser 
'^ cverv DaT. bv che F.Terciie « the Pia£- 
•*- £cns in i 5 -c-ect li mere ex^msied Sell^ 
Inter^r: ^ there maj be reaicri n appce* 
hend leit rhe Tenz^er oi chis kicc ihculd 
•* extend iiiclf in sieceril thrcu^ w esc 
«Pir:5i:?Lif^/' 

Pr^frrv cf VLrr^^. R^-l-C-in cr:cciech 
trje Happhieii « :iie End inc C: mec ucnce 
cf vjmcci Acn:n : This is ;-in::^c. It 

rcpciC*^ I, ^j *-cn .---'^'w^- -i^ niw^-, ui- 

givcii :he bcf: }'[^ni :: prcc-r n^ .:. Yec, 

- . ^ -, . _ ^ . - 

^i^J^ T --^ .•«•« ^"ia Li-»«- -* ■•^' ■ r— • ■• - -,j. • 

•a •rr.r'^ trr- ^ r-^\ :r." .•"■ T i- - -. - • 
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Tedions, it will certainly tnfiame the private S b c t« 
ofte$ 5 by alTuring us, that if we would be - 

happy hereafter, we muft be virtuous and 
bmevoknty it will beyond Queflion rendei: 
113 vile and void of Benevolence. But this 
Mode of Reafoning is common with the 
noble Writer. 

However, at other Times his Lordfhip 
can defcend to the Level of common Senfe ; 
and profecute his Argument by Proo& dia- 
metrically oppofite to what he here ad-« 
vanceth. For in difplaying the Motives to 
Virtue, after having modelled the inward 
State of the human Mind accordbg to hia 
own Imagination, he proceeds to coniider 
the Pajfions which regard our/elves^ and 
draws another, and indeed a ftronger Proof 
from thefe. — ^He there proves « the Folly of 
a vicious Love of Life, *' becaufe Life itfelf 
" may often prove a Misfortune." So of 
Cowardice^ ** becaufe it often robs u^ of 
** the Means of Safety/' — Exceflivs Re^ 
fentmenty " becaufe the Gratification is no 
*^ more than an Alleviation of a racking 
" Pain/' — The Vice of Luxury " creates 
'* a Naufeating, andDiftafte, Direafes,.and 
" conftant Craving/' He urges the fame 

» Enquiry^ B. ii. Part ii. % 3. 

Objections 
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E « 8 A y Objedions againft intemperate Pleafure of 
the amorous kind. He obferves that Am- 
bition is ever '^ fufpicious^ jealous^ captious, 
and uncapable of bearing the leaft Dis- 
appointment/' He then proceeds thro' 
a Variety of other Faiiions^ proving them all 
to be the Sources of fome internal or ex- 
ternal Mifery. Thus he awakens the fame 
Paflions of Uhpe and Fear^ which, in a reli- 
gious View, he fo bitterly inveighs againft. 
Thus he exhibits a Pi(3iire of future iir- 
svards and Punijbments^ even of the mod: 
Jel^ Kind: He recommends the Confor- 
mity to Virtue, On the Score both of prc- 
fent and future Advantage : He defers his 
Reader from theCommiffion of Vice, by 
reprefenting the Mifery it will produce. 
And thefe too, fuch Advatitages and fuch 
MiferieSj as are entirely diftindt from the 
mere Feeling of virtuous AiFedtion or its 
contrary : From the Confiderations of Safe- 
ty, Alleviation of bodily Pain, the Avoid- 
ance of Dijiajle^ and Difeafes. Now doth 
not his own Cavil here recoil upon him ? 
" That in this Sort of Difcipline, and by 
** exhibiting fuch Motives as thefe, the Prin- 
ze ciple of Self- Love muftbemade flronger, 
** by the Exercife of the Paffions in a Sub- 

'' jea 
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*' jeft of more extended Self-Intereft : And S e c t, 

** fo there maybe Reafon to apprehend, left 1^ 

.** the Temper of this Kind ihould extend 
.*-^ itfeif in general through all the Parts of 
** Life." Thus the Objection proves equal- 
ly againft both: In Reality, againft neither. 
For, as we have feen, the Senfe, or Pro- 
fpeSl of Happinefs, is the only poflible 
JMotive to Adion; and if we are taught to 
Relieve that virtuous AffeBitm will produce 
Happinefs^ whether the expedlcd Happinefs 
lies in this Life, or another ^ it will tend^ and 
equally tend, to produce virtuous AfFeftion* 
The noble Writer, therefore, and his Ad- 
mirers, might as well attempt to remove 
Mountains, as to prove that the Hope and 
Profpe£t of a happy Immortality, can juftly 
be accounted more fervile, mercenary, or 
burtfuly than the View of thofe tranfient and 
earthly Advantages, which his Lordfhip 
hath fo rhetorically and honeftly difplay*d, 
for the Intereft and Security of Virtue. In 
Truth, they are precifely of the fame Na- 
ture, and only differ in Time, Duration, and 
Degree. They are both eftablifhed by our 
Creator for the fame great End of Happi- 
nefs. And what God hath thus conneSted^ 

• 

It 



no Oft the Motives to ViKTVE,' 

» 

E s s A Y It were abfurd^ as well as impious^ to attempt 
* tofeparate^. 

There is yet another Circumftance ob* 
fcrvable in human Nature, which ftill fur-^ 
ther proves, that the Hope of a! hiappy Im-- . 
mortality hath no Tendency to produce 
fclfifli AfFedion, but its contrary. For let 
the jloical Tribe draw what Pictures they 
pleafe of the human Species, this is an un- 
doubted Truth, " that Ihpe is the moft uni- 
** verfal Source of human Happinefs : And 

^ Hence we may fee the Weaknefs and Miftake oJF 
thok falfjy religious J who fall into an Extremi direSdy 
§ppoJite to this of the noble Writer ; who ?je fcandaltT^d 
at our being determined tothePurfuit of Virtue through 
any Degree of Regard to its happy Confequences in this 
Life 5 which Regard they call worldly^ carnal^ profane.. 
For it is evident, that the religious Motive is precifely 
of the fame Kind; ovXy ftronger^ as the Happinefs ex- 
pected is greater and more lajling. While therefore W© 
fet the proper and proportioned Value upon each, it is 
impoffible we can a£l irrationally, or offend that God 
who eftabliftied both. 

This naturally leads to a further Obfervation, which 
(hews the Danger, as well as Folly, of groveling in 
Syftetns. Virtue, we fee, comes recommended and en- 
forced on three Principles. It is attended with natural 
and immediate Pleafure or Advantage : — It is com- 
nianded by human Laws : — It is enjoined by Religion. 
— Yet the Religionijls have often decry'd the firft of 
thefe San<3ions : TUq fanatical Moralijls^ the laji : And 
even the fecond hath not efcaped the Madnefs of an «f- 
thufvijlic Party ; which, however, never grew confidera- 
Ue enough in this Kingdom^ to merit Confutation. 

"that 
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•^ that Man is never fo fincerely and heartily S * ^ 
** benevolent^ as when he is truly happy in 
"himfelf." Thus the high Confcioulhefs 
of his being numbered among the Children 
of GoD^ and that his Lot is among the 
Saints ; that he is deftined to an endlefs Pro- 
greffion of Happinefs^ and to riiefrom high 
to higher Degrees of Perfections muft needs 
infpire him with that Tranquillity and Joy^ 
which will naturally difiufe itfelf in Adts of 
iincere Benevolence to all his Fellow- 
Creatures, whom he looks upon as his Com- 
panions in this Race of Glory. Thus will 
eVery noble Paffion of the Soul be awakened 
into Adion : While the joylefs Infidel, 
pofiefied with the gloomy Dread of Anni- 
hilation^ too naturally contradls his Affec- 
tions as his Hopes of Happinefs decreafe ;. 
while he confiders and defpifeth himfelf, and 
his Fellow-Creatures, as no more than the 
Beafls that perifh. 

The noble Writer indeed infinuates, that 
there is *^ a certain Narrownefs of Spirit^, 
occafioned by this Regard to a future 
Life» peculiarly obfervable in the devout 
*^ Perfons and Zeabts of almoft every reli- 
gious Perfuafion'/' In reply to which, 

; ^npv/T, B. i. Part iii. $ 3. 

•tis^ 
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E 8 8 A y 'tis only neceffary to affirm^ what may btf ' 
^^* affirmed >yith Truth, that with Regard fo^ 
devout Perfonsdie Infinuation is a Falfehood.^ 
It was prudently done indeed^ to join th6 • 
Zealots (or Bigots) in the fame Sentence ^^ 
becaufe it is true, that tbefcy being under thtf ^ 
Dominion oi SuperJUtion^ forget the true- 
Nature and End of Religion ; and are there- - 
fore fcrupuloufly exaft in the Obfervation 
of outward Ceremonies^ while they negledt 
the fuperior and eJfentialM^ttevs oi the Law, 
of Ju/iicey Benevolence^ and Mercy. 

And as to the Notion of confining thtf 
Hope of future Reward to '* that of virtu- 
*' ous Enjoyment only :" This is a Refine-^ 
ment parallel to the reft of the noble Wri- 
ter's Syftem 5 and, like all Refinements, 
contraiSts inftead of enlarging our Views. 
'Tis allowed indeed, that the Pleafares of 
Virtue are the higheft we know of in our 
prefent State ; and 'tis therefore commonlj^ 
fuppofed, they may conftitute our chief Fe- 
licity in another. But doth it hence follow, 
that no other Sources of Happinefs may bcf 
difpenfed, which as yet are utterly unknown 
to us? Can our narrow and partial Imagi- 
nations iet Bounds to the Omnipot^ce of 
God ? And may not our Creator vouchfafe 

'us 
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U8 fuch Springs of yet untafted Blifs, as ihall ^ ^^ t. 
exceed even the known Joys of Virtue, as 1^ 



foe as tbffe exceed the Gratifications of 
Senfe ? Nay, if we confider, what is gene- 
rally believed, that our Happinefs will arife . 
firom an Addition of new and higher Facul* 
des i that in the prefent Life, die Exercife 
of Virtue itfelfarifeth often from the Imper-' 
feBim of our State > if we confider thefc 
Things, itfhould feem highly probable, that 
our future Happinefs will confift in fome- 
diing quite beyond our prefent Compre* 
henfion: Will be " fuch as Eye hath not 
*^ feen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it en* 
•* tered into the Heart of Man to conceive/'. 

S E C T I O N X. 

BUT beyond thefe Objeftions, the no- S e c t. 
ble Writer hath more than once touched 
upon another, which merits a particular 
Confideration. For he affirms, that *^ after 
all, *tis not merely what we call Princi* 
fie^ but a Tajie^ which governs Men.'* 
even Confcience, fuch as is owing 
to religious Difcipline, will make but a^ 
flight Figure, where this Tafte is fet 

•• amifs V 
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%IA On the Motives Sq:yij^1^jf^ 

EtsikT The Notipn here a4yanccd is fiG$r{WH9ta 
jj' liar to lumiclf. Hefeems to have d^^gf^ 
it jGrom a much more cooiiderable \^^g|i 
who hath endeavoured to fuppwt. ^liCi £upa% 
Propofition by a great Variety of Eafamplei^s 
Several Authors of inferior RaijJc Jbai^ ^o^ 
rowed the fiune Topic» for^pofmlarPccta- 
mation. Nay, one hath gone fp far afto 
aflert, '* that Man is fp unaccountal^te a 
** Creature, as to adtmoft commontyag^uoft 
« his Principle"'." ■ ^ 

The Objedion, indeed, carries an Ap-^ 
pearance of Force : Yet on a^iear Exami-^ 
nation it entirely vaniiheth. 

It muft be owned, that in moft Coun-^ 
tries, a confiderabic Part of what is ^lled 
Religion J deferves no other. Name than that 
- of Abjurdity made facred. And it were 
ft range indeed, fliould Bigotry ^j:idfaIfeRfit 
ligion produce that Uprightnefs of H^t^ 
that Perfection of Morals, which i&,thc get 
nuine EiFedl of Truth. , . . i 

It muft be owned, that with Rcgafd tf^ 

religious Principle, as well as mor^rPrapf 

dee, every Man has the Power of being, a 

Mypocrite. That Knaves, in order, to be 
^ , ^*. -.*'..., ,, . - . ^ 

_ »■ ' . j , 

; ^Bayle^ Pi»f. fur wtf 0^m^9* TFatUofille 

Sas. 

accounted 
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acodunted bonejl^ may appear ^/h^ottf. And.^ y^ '^^ 
wc ttlay reafonably fuppofe, if wc confider -. 

the innumerable Artifices of Villainy, that 
the outward Profeflion of Religion becomes - 
a frequent Difguife to an atbeiftical and cor^^ 
rttfaeJHtzTt. 

But though thefe Circumftances may 
fufliciently account for the Appearance in . 
many particular Cafes> yet, with Regard to 
the general Fadl, here feems to lie the pro* 
per Solution of the Difficulty. " That even 
'* where true Religion is known, profefled, 
*^ and in Speculation ajfented to^ it is feldom 
*^ fo thoroughly inadcated as to become a 
•• Principle of Adion." Wc have fecn 
that Imagination is the univerfal Inftrument 
of human Adtion; that no Pailion can be 
flrongly excited in the Soul by mere Know-- 
ledge or Ai&nt, till the Imagination hath 
formed to itfelf fome kind of Pidure or 
Reprefentation of the Good or Evil appre^- 
hended". Now the Senfes and their attends 
ant PaiHons are continually urging their 
Demands, through the immediate Prefence 
of their refpedtive Objedts : So that nothing 
but the vivid Image of fome greater Good 
or Evil in Futurity can poliibly reiift and 

fSee above, Ejpy 1- § J* 



tnuitbe Arongl3r impr^ed lon.ilwifep^ 

M0ifrt of Repxiofi is ielAbni: ptaj^esfy £ibd 
Isy £iMtat$mi in&ikAi for t^wit of i)a pn> 
|itrliniprefflcHii, >f^Teli^(ite>FtiteupleJis iH^ 

tafke^ pl&ce^ wbete th^ Mlddi S^ <e€a$qapicdd 
of the 'Being:of^Ob0$^it)ia«!h&^^^ 
Rewa¥dir of ^heni fihift' ditigentkn Seki brni^ 
wkere£ tlie Imi^natm htith gaihedlt itsfalt 
of conncdting this great rtruth-ioWdrtVerj^ 
Thought, VVbrd,^ and: Adiort jothere it/may 
be juJUy affirmed; that PietJ^ ^Dd Vittne^atit 
noihwt prevaiL /T<*fat,' ia a)edfedFilihk. 
Nature, -that JV'knwiM: not adrkrtiordii^k^ 
his Principle, is to xoi)tradi(3: thd Ailkfii^ 
dence of known Facts.: .'Wc^ibS how:trae 
Mankind commonly ar&ta their Ptindpib 
of Pride y'X^t miflak^n^HonoiKt; llQW(<:pv3e 
to' their Principle t^i Jbsaricei ortnifhlken 
Ibtpreft^ /faow true^ their^-Pipiiikci^ /oPSi 
Rc^rd; itD* biManlJBMt^ r-W&y^ite-e thay 
fo? Becaufe;^iey have ^^ftroogly and habi«- 
•iiVi^ J;^' tually 



Ijtpflndi. noThote^Qjxw^ 

paweifukdaAn^iaoy^t^ ;. bqfcaufc ihc <S^ 
it promifeth^ and the Evil it threat en%v arc 

xofibit<^gt^atefiai^!jnore:laiHo^^. lidncc 
k;:&ppear3, ^bthfc Strrupiitm of M^nkiadi 
^yci iirhcire(lh« .j»irf ft rR>Ugion;/ ia. jffr0j^4 
.ai>di[l i*t3FhdCffiyij4/&«tolfj t^ndoth -iio(j.; arlle 

boblhoiiSf^rijfiiatfiltjj.c;.;^ .- .1: '.:;;>:.. .ii. 1.^ 

//>riAif 1^ iiadeed:on.>0thCTr, Qcciftoijs^ jand' fc) 
&n9e;jdirfi)9li'6mL Biu^fe«;j the Mioble . Writd: 
add^hiajBdj)t]0ans (;au:aUdw andjgivije E^^m"- 
id^tfiaUjrfiit istiicmr contenrdcd io^. , N^r 
tikM^ij^ fo{tC36iiii»(M3v anK)ng theieQentlei- 
'iirai;;/\/ttI ts^dcckim ag^infttli^^.terribk £& 
^^B^^fpri^fy Brmet. : i(-Tw;tbj^tnj&vourJi^ 
Slifiptc^ Ad ^ QCfMreii grq^pif^ 

iiDiiftifrf^ of ihfn/a^ie4:JD.rd<n. 

jsut- *6ilic(F^ce fiE/t^iigioofi. Principe Jflfti- 

l',proj)cdy/dinei(abdil^ciIC;J^ hp 

llhh. 0^2 fwayed 
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EisSAYfiYayeciby^religious Hope and Fear, to v'e-' 
*^ i|fi^^ their I^afiiunp and tntererts to the Arff- 

J^f, or Advantage of the Pricfl, why not iq 
^iC^^eiieJit of Mankind? 'Tis only impreU, 
fipg a. ditfqrent Idea of Z)//^)' ; The Motiv^* 
tOiAtfllon is in boihC'ates the fame, and" 
Cqilfcquently mufl be of equal Efficacy, 
"Jfl^ius ir religious Principle were void ot 
'^grce, the Pricllhood muft be void of 
Ppni-er. The Influence therefore .of Hre 
Priefthgod, however di(honcftIy applied, "■is 
i Dernonfiration of the Force of relij^ibus 

,,This therefore fccms to 'be the TrutTi. 
Although, by timely and continued Cul- 
ture, the religious Principle might be made 
more univei'lally predominant ; yet even as 
it is, though not fo thoroughly inculcatetJ 
as, to become generally a confident Princi- 
ple of .A(!t";onj ill Fail it hath a frequent 
and con jider able, though partial and imper- 
feift Influence. None hut tJic thoroughly 
Good and Bad at5t on continued or con- , 
iaftent Principles ; all the intermediate De- 
grees of Good and Bad atft at different 
Times on various and inconfiftent Princi- 
ples; that is, their hnagijiatiom are by turns 
J3y5nj. }jp, .fe) ^mpr^niot^'^'diFerent, or 
4' " ' , 1 " ' "* " ""' ' even 



ewa contrary Nature. This explains "tFc'Stt'i^ 
whole Myftery ; Fo", hence it appears f^''**' n , 
the coiilirtent or inconiillent Conduit 'of, 
J^Qti .depends not an the Nature of their 
Principles, but on having their Priiicipki',^ 
whatever they are, ccunt^raif^J by opp61i6;? 
-Oneg. Although therefore, throir^h a Faiv 
lure of timely Diftipline, NumbCT.b of Meft 
appear to be of that capricious Temper aa 
not to be Ileddy to any Principle, yet ftiil 
uie religious one will ;/;/a' with the rcrt, snci 
naturally /rcw;/7in its I'lir/;. This is t(:r-i 
ta^nly.a comnjon Circumildnce among thi 
Imj'er and more i}fi:o/i4crale Kanks of Men; 
■who, although by ijo Means uniformly 
fwayed by the Precepts oi' Religion, are 
yet' frequently rtrqck. with Horror at the 
TIiQugiit of Adtjons peiuliarly vile, and 
deterred by tlie Ap|.vehenfion of an alii 
fceiil^CoD from the ComniJfTion of Crimefc 
uiicoj/!Mo?if( afrofit/us. 

Hpiie theii lies the efiential DilTerencc 
.tetwecn the Eliicacy oi'tajic, arid rdigtous 
Print:iple: That the fifil, being a Feciirig 
or P^r.ceptijii difperifed iii various Degrees', 
and in very weak ones to the Bulk of Mlm- 
Kuid,^ is^Jij capable, ev,en through the mofl: 
aiBQuousNeuiiure, of bceomlntt^aiiitiiuVcrfai 
^'^'- ■ CL3 ' or 
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E . i A y or conSftcr.t MoUvc to Virtue : But the t€* 
; '" ligicus Principls, arinng ircm fucn Pa|Sons 
as arc ccmaica to the whDic SpKies^'inuft, 
:f properl;.- inculcstsd, i :;v:?;^^'i5r prevail. i 

'T:s evident therefore, that in the very 
firil Diwui ot Reafc^n, religious Prjndples 
ought to be impreued on the Minds of Chil- 
dren; and this earlv Cultare continued 
through the l*ueceedii:g Stages of Life. 
But as tiie noble Writer hath' ftranget^ 'at- 
tempted to ridicule a;jd diilionour Rclljnon 
in every Siiape; \o here, he hath" enaea- 
voured to throw ar. Odiuni on this Method 
of religious Dit'cipiine, by reprefenting ^as 
the Ene:ny to true Mcrilsand practical JPhi- 
loluphy, as it fet-ers the Mind with earl^ 
Prejudices. " Whatever Manner in Phi- 
*' lofophj happens to bear the leaft Reiem- 
** blance to that of Catcchifrriy cannot, I aiii 
** perfuaded, of itlelf feem very inviting. 
** Such a fmart Way of queftioning our* 
" fetves in our Youth, has made our Man- 
" hood more averfe to the expojlulatory Dif- 
" cipline : And though the metaphylical 
** Points of our Belief, are by this Method 
*' with admirable Care and Caution inftilled 
* into tender Minds; yet the Manner of 
' this anticipated Ivhilofophy may make 

'' the 
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«* haviijg'^y; i^ inahy'^rtlhtritftitch'^i* 
*^ ioruk ^^nd ~ dfecifi^e ^^ti\tiii^^ ' -aecfered 

*^ 'iii ahotliCT,' to^ifl^cdrti' cewoemiftgbtrt' 'jbri?/ 
":Si^iand j?«ii "tfa(i' Jtidgiiifent' Wfe art tb 
'•'inakc o^^/rg/^; 'Wd the X)pimoh VA 

*'* Wliicn is'what friuft necefl^rily 

r lis xcioiifCohdtiSi^ and pro^te the' leading 

i< i^rinciple of oar iJivfesV" ^ "^ •'' ^ 




religi6us Pfincijpk is hbtto te iriftilfed in a 
0^W^^ki^.4K\ ^^^^^ordl View: Therefore 

- '•' ^T T%-' ' ' ' 'V.'- « ■ * Ti > ^J^ ' • : ' <% • .• . a 



•withr Regard io Prance ^ nothing 'tan be 
mpre fit . and rational than to iriiprefs ac- 
knov^HedgedTr^^/Siat aii Age when the J?^- 
cipieniji incapj^bie ' of 'incif Demcmjfraitohs ; 

in tlie {ame Marines ' a$ we teadl the Aft- 

"■>'■. ■'. ;•: .* '-'i . .' ■ • ■' -^j- .'' . .. ■ 

' ■ - ■ ' . i i . 

t. 



-Wi'04f«rtj«j^^' 'Bii-ttitr-i'l Tfc^hfitHii Mind 

yifi'M^'-'PreJudicHi^ ojP-*Hc kaid^ofcoBiiiee* a 
^'fclVHd''WnfI'4riM^*bY/ ^dAtf^o^iltjiii the 
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^''y^lwtbaiwayste^ z%ta.l Omen to free Statci,", 
— -■■ — ]sjnr. if we may credit Experietjce, caD we 
pntt^rtainany jiift Hope, that this fantauic 
SBleme, this boafted Relijb for Beauty ancT 
Vlftue, can e\-er give Security to Enipiro, * 
V^lthout the more folid Supports of reltgioiMi 
Belief. For it is remwkable, that in the* 
Decline of both the Greek and Roman States^' 
after Religion had lofl its Credit arid Ef- 
ficacy, this very Ta/ie, t)\\i pfvereha Phi^^^ 
fopby ufurped its Place, and became the com-. 
ipon Study and Aipufement (as it is now 
among ourfelves) toth of -the/^/if and yui-, 
gar. The Fadt, with Regard to Greece^.ik 
iufficiently notorious; with Regard to Raqta, 
ifihay feem tp demjind a Proof. And wnd 
- would think, thatQu^JNTiLiAN in tlie iqIt^ 
fowling paflage was not describing. our ovrti^ 
Agcand^atiQn? '""Nudc autcni quae veU^ 
'*;Ut pfopfia^philofpphiae aflenifitqr," p%^ 
** iraSaimus piprifs) , Quis enira iijod'p'dc' 
«jusT0,\'AE(yjb,."''ac BONO," non ct v'ik 
" PEssi'MUs loqujtur^ V'^^^^-U^t'was'Jj^^ 
p^rljjrd^e T^il^^b^slTrirjiTice enl^ 'iii'hc^ 
ijp6die'd%^ 'aW:" T^ ^d'everj wicked' am 
wor^Vjy Feilcih^ fn YB^elDayi'y "^f'^PS'^'PS 
tfA^'ixu^^^ BeautV i and Good',** ' Whiu: 

1 J ' ^ttint. 'Pnarmium. 

this 



0^ ,tkej\^f fives jjf^V;^^^^^*:, iS7^ 

thh Leprojy oifalfe Knowledge, may end in»S f^-T.^ 

I am~ unwilling to fay : But this may be faJ d., a\ _ 

wtii Truth, becaufe it is jufllfied by E;fpe- " 

r^nce; that along with the Circumftanc©) 

now remarked, every other Symptom is rlfipgr 

atnorig lis, that hath generally attended ^Hfi 

<Iai;Ic and troubled Evenirtg of a Commonrt 
"m'. > —a 

tveattb. ^ 

'^^TJouBTLEES^ many will treat thefc Aprfc 
pri?1iecfioiis with Derifion : But this Z)?-. 
rJ/TOK is fat from being an Evidence of theiB 
FaUehood. For no People ever fell a Sa- 
crifice to thetnfelveSi till lulkd^nd infatuated 
by'their ownPailions. Blind Security is aa 
efential Charaderiftic of a People deuotedr 
tb'Peftrudion. The Fad is equally un^ 
a<^h)at)le, whether it arifeth from the mor4 
Appointment of Providence, or the Con-^ 
nexion of natural Caufes. Though this is 
iecn and acknowledged by thofe who arc, 
converfarit with the Hiftory of Mankindj 
yet 'tis hard to convey this Evidence to thofe 
wh^ felrfoni extend their Views beyond their 
own fhort Period of Exiftence ; becaufe they 
lee 4ie Prevalence of the Caufe afligned. 
While yet the pretended Confequcnce appaarf 
not. , But they who look back into ancient 
Time are convinced, that the public Effe£ti 



may be, intemperate for twenty Y^ti^s^^ 
^rd4(e ^k ^•W6&»k>(Aik€tt«^dmi^ oa 
Ibis Gokliitiition. Thi' Sun «lidi Alb^AiiaSlfii 
^ie^fl)i)ki . vy6Cifli^/ri4e8' tlS» iMfiV Ii!b .^^^h* 

iHfigllt, i^hA cdnftderable>^fiie<«ftbl^ tkb 
t^mi \ 'dseie&ro' >}ui{ly i<^l(k<i tci^PSi^ 

fcrc'a mtidh biBfK): HSpifemtt'^^ Atp&iy^S^ii^ 
foch, as' ought tO'iMake every* Mkn %nt(»jg 
U«, that regards Pofterity, tremble'- foPiat 
Pofterity while he wskda thtfrn^ *:' « :ii:id::. 
' For this is but too juft an Epitome of the 
Story of Manlcind. That Tyranny and 
Superstition have ever gone Hand in 
Hand ; mutually fupporting and fupported i 
taking their Progrefs, and fixing their Do- 
minion' over all the Kingdoms of the Earthy 
overwhelming it in one general Deluge, as 
the Waters tcover the Sea. Here and there 
jB .happy Nation emergeti breathes for a 
svhile in the enlightened Region of KNoWr 

%• • 3 ■ LEDGE, 



e£o]^i}jd»i»qnis q£ ;the JF^akric,, AtSk fink >( Ja 

l^£S8I£>>rj^ /;■:;/;»:;,■! „:(nij'.'..:jJai .>i ram. 

ev^ (MwJif i6 every Statfon,, Xo. eooiqlbirft 

bli ^k)Simi^Ah6\ffQ^/m: .mwi/iderabky ,M^^^ 

<pippp6agvjh«;:mfl5le;Wntec's:J6Hi^ . 

Aeov; > whidi jby, «xi>ibHang: a\ feUe. iPii^wCr 
c^riiiitowNature,\i|a»iirt\IUsKty ^x^^InletM 

/»< f , . AiHi I while / it j px-^v^^i itQicbe- dmwa 
/ffOnx the i.B.fpthf;iiiy£hil(^i^ix\%^M ,tU 
others, mofilAmphiloPt^al,'^ ;:!■; v^.i;/* 

- r f • « • . . r 
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O N T H E 



Chara^eriftics^ ete 



ESSAY HI. 

On Revealed Religion, and 
Christianity. 



SECTION I. 

IN the Courfc of the preceding Bfayy s b c t. 
we have feen the^noble Writer aiTutn- I. 
ing the Chara^er of the profefled Dog-' "■ 

ptatijiy the Reafiner in Form. In whit it* 
mains to be confidered, concerning Reveakd 
Religion and CHUisTiAKiTYy we fhall.find 
him chiefly afieding the mifceUaneous Capa- 

. R cityj 






I ^ ^^,.^ |city J the Way of Cbat^ Raillery^ Innuendo^ pt 
' 4SiorV'teUtn2: :. Iii a word, that very iS'pecies 



^ -telling :. In a word, that very ,Speci 
of the prelent n^odflh eompofition, )vhich 
he fo con temptuoufly J rii^icules j * * wHere, as 

J^ he tells us, . Jufinels and Accuracy pf 
•* .TliQifgnt are fet §.fide as toOjConftraiping ; 

,!*' where Grounds and Foundations Vrc of 
** no iV^omeht ^ apd^ wliich. hath properly 



IS not quite (o muchi to, blame as might Jbe 
imagined. In his Critical Progrefs, he had 
treated this difkahille ofCompoution, as the 
Man in the Fable did his Pears :* uncdh- 

vfcious he fhould be ever afterwards reduqpd 
to diet on theni'himffelf. The Truth of 
the Matter is, that the broken Hints, the 
ambiguous Expreffion^ and the ^jLudicro- 
ferious of the gentle Effayift, perfeftly 
iecure him from the rough IJandlihg of the 
Logical-Difputer. 
' Indeed the noble Author has a double 

., Advantage from this C/W, Jn wliich the 

'Graces fo frequently fecure their Vayourite. 
He not only eludes the Force of every Ar- 

^ gumentthe Defenders of Chriftianity alledgc 

in if s Support, but even pleads the Privilege of 

' - I. 

Sec ^bpve, EJ/ay i. § 2. , 

being 
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i«^ Christ I A 

t)fem| rahked in tke Nuitib^ %tjincere Chrljf- S ^^c t. 

tia^9. He takes frequent Dccafiohs of (exprcfl^_J: 
"^ing'hiS Abhorrence of /W/? Sce^ticks aiid 
. Wi:i5^C^/;/^^//>y^i in Religion : He declares 

Iiinifelf4)f a more refignea Unaeritandiiie, a 
* diiSile" Faith, ready to be nipuWed into 
"any Shape that hi? fpiritual Superiors "(hall 

prefcribe. At other Times, . and in innv- 
- meratile Plaices, he fcatters fucn Ipunuations 
'^Mtm^Cb-ifliahttyy and that too with all the 
i;' Biit'd^nefs of Sarcafm and InveStivel as mUft 
%;eds.beWe efreaualin promoting ^-r.^ 

f' '*hn, tfeaii' a^ formal and avowed Accufatioh. 
6r In the Way of open War, there is fair 
Warning gjven io put Reafon upon Guard, 
that no pretending Argument beTutfqred to 
pafg witliout Examination. * On the coh- 
itrary, the noble Writer's concealed Method 
of Raillery y&^z]s infenfibly on his Reader; 
fills him with endlefs Prejudice and Sufpi- 
fiiqn 5 and, without paffing thro* the yuJg'^ 
" *menfy fixeth fuch Impreffions on the^ Imagi^ . 
^'fiation; as Reafon^ with all its Effedts, will 
be hardly jable afterwards to efface. 
/ These inconfiftent Circumftances in his ' 
li'oirdfliip's Conduft, have made it a Quef- 
tion aimohg fome, what his real Sentiments 
were concerning Religion and Chrijlianity. 

R 2 If 
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TIL ^ It .bejneceflary to. ,<JcQiQe this Q^mpn,^ 
r '^we to»y obferve, tti^i a di^i^^feii ^nbc4 
li?yer;tnajr Ij^vQ his Xeafbhs for igg^a^^ a* 
foijmal Dfcla|rafion of his Aflcnt to tljip Rc^ 
lig|ip0.otfus (Country: But it will |>e J?^j^ 
to find wh^f^t fhould tempi a real Chrtjiian 
iQ:iodj(ifikrt/iiamty with Scorn and JGj^^^ 
Ij?dee4ihc nolile Writer^to doJhim JuijHcej, 
ijever. defigned to leave us at a Lofs^pn this, 
Subjeft. For he hath been fo gocKL jfrc- 
quently to remind his Reader^ to mk eut 
for the true Drift of his Ironyy left his real 
Meianingihould be niiftaken or diiregarded. 
• Heke thealies the Force of his Lordijhjp's 
Attack on Cbrifiianity ; *' In exciting Con-. 
!' tempt by Ridicule/' A Method which, as 
we have already fcen\ tho' devoid of all ra- 
tional Foundation, is yet moft powerful and 
efficacious in working upon vulgar Minds. 
Thus the Way of Irony, and falfc Enco- 
mium, which he fo often employs againft 
the bleffed Founder of our Religion, ferves 
him for all Weapons 5 the deeper he ftrikes 
the Wound, the better he fhields himfelf. 
; We are not therefore to be furprized, if 
we find the noble Writer frequently affeft- 
inga Mixture of folemn Pbrafe and low 

Buffbonry j 



^»i^CHRlSTJANIJPY.^ 24 f 

Buffoonry^y not only in the fame Tr^a^J?, bqt Sec tV 
in tih'e l^qie Paragraph. In tWvCkptdil ^' ^ 
he itieiiibles the faqetious Drole I have " 
fomeW jiere hear^ bf^ Vli<) wore a t^-an/pa-- 
rent Mafque : Wfilch ai a Di^ancei ekhi-; 
bite^ a Cbiinteftance wrap*d tip in profound 
Soleixinity •' but tlipfe who canf)e neafer,' 
ana cqtild "fee to the Bottom, fotind the 
native IrOok diftorted into all the ridiculous 
Griipace, which Spleen and Vanity cotild. 
imprmt. ,., 



. f 






,?1,JE C Tip N IL 

B U T as //j/^i?/ fteligion is ' the only S e c x- 
Fbund^iOn of revealed*, it'will bb ncccflary^ ' , 
ere wfe proceed to the laft, to obviate any 
Iniintia^ions which the ' noble Writer may 
have tl^owij out iagainft the Former. 

As^^O the l^xpedation of future Happinefs 
confidercd^ as the natural Confequence of 
virtuous JkOkon ; his Lordftiip hath not, 
that i kiib.W^of, either affirmed, or insinuated 
ahy thin^ a^dnft its Reafonablenefs. But 
with Rl^^ard to the other Btranch of Reli- 
gion,, " tl^c Belief of a future State of Mifery 
" or f^uriiflinaept, confidered as the ap- 
*' pointed Confequence of Vice," this he . 

R 3 hath 



^ *ifi^ ^hirthf ilfqucntly jjendcavopred tQ 4ij(cr^dttrin 
Iic|ij«r^aq|)eir- as wdul^tbp^ no fma|l P6« 
grgfeo/^fiwjfe t» ^r4i>fcri|)e, were it ncjt , j;o 
fhow .At 9pc$ the Impiety and Faireh5x>d ofo 
1^|8 Affifmatipjjs. _ ...bl,"' 

>;lBi bis jLf^ter oik^Evibfifiqfiniht hath, ob- 
liged us jKfitb feveral Paiges of this Kiio^. 
Thefe^ it mui| <be owped^ tvc £o ohrcure^:* 
that we muft be coptent, to refer ^^m 
raider to the Reader's equit^ble.C^onftr^i^'^gy;. 
tb9n urge them as diredl Proofs. nbL^'^ i 
The Apprchenfion and Fear of fome- 
ihingfupernatural^ fo uijiyerfal among Man*- 
kind, he feems all along to deride, as a 
vifionary and groundlefs Panic\ He adds 
that, *^ while fome Sects, fuch as the Py- 
" thagorean and latter Platonicky joined in 
'* with the Superftition and Enthufiafm of 
** the Times j the Epicurean y the Academic 
*' and others, were allowed to ufe all the 
'* Force of Wit and Raillery againft it K'* 
To convince us how much he approves the 
Conduct of thefe libertine Seds, he boldly 
follows their Example. He aflures us that 
*' fuch is the Nature of the liberal, po- 
•/ liftied and refin'd Part of Mankind \ fo 
" far are they from the mere Simplicity of 

' Lett, on Enibuf. paffim. * lb. 

"Babes 



■ «* af^iiflflg the Not!6tf«f ^ f^re kewftrdi^ilL. 
•«<'br'Puniflitadnt,''td thtif MimediitV Be^ 
•^'havidter in Socieif j' tliey krd'^a^t^finucM^ 
" rather, thro* the whole Gouiftrnd^tth^i 
" Liytt?,''t6 fliew evWiitly, that^it^^ lobk 
** oh the'^piowS P&rrattoh8-'to-be^'hicteed 1io= 
"'liiettri:' t^iF ChiRTfim's T^, 4ind the 
*<^' Ariiufemerit of lihe miere Vulgar '.** - Hft^ 
conj^rh*^ thefe Opiriions by aiBgAi'njg thfe^ 
Reafon why 'Men of Senfe fiiduM ftandJ 
clear 6f 'ihe Fea^ of a Futurity i " Ooo 
" lis % goody as to eifceed the very befV of us 
iiiGdodriifi : And aft6r thfe Manner we 
^hsi. liave no Dread or Stiffficion fo render 
us lineafy j for it is' Malice wz^/ and mf 
Goednejst'vrhicli can "intake us afraid ^" 
Is this the Pj&Zib/^^i&fr and P<K^r/o/, the 
Lbver of hfe Country and Mankind 1 72»« 
tKfe Admirer of andent Wifdom, of venera- 
ble Sagfe, who founded ^ Laws, Conftitu- 
*' tions^, tivil and religious RiteSj whatever 
'* dviliites or polifties Mankind «/* 

Tu Pater et Rerum inventor f Tii patria nobis 
Supj>editas pr^cepta ! 

Thjs, fure, is untiipgipg Society to the 

! iW?/; iii. c, 2. ^ LiLon-Mntbuf. \MoraUfis^V.u^i. 

• . ^^ R 4 utmoll 
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M A y Utm^ of hi^ Pow^r If Fpr the Forqt ^ 

j^t^^gia49S0j0m$ (i^pwd«ifts fnuok on their 

being: bdiieyed, as,(he Jporcjppf /^^w^ir I«ww 

dfipcttd^on,thwr;beipg.exQCu^ To^&t 

^i9f:tbcL5^/ig^.i)f tlhe d«^ therefore, is cqui^ 

«l0ieut to fafpeodiog the ^A^. t : 

b--Bm?^/fls.^p prefect D^bat^ i:ooccrns not 

chiefly iowgibent on tt% tQ il^pw, Jtbat the 
Bpbk^Writfir's Opinion «a4 JR^oning^ 6|i 
this SuhjeiS, ajre vlpidl.of.^H Foiwdatjoju ^. 

; 'Tjs obfervabUj thiw;efore, Fifft, that bis 
LottUhip, jn othex, Ehice§, allQiv§,that " If 
f ^;there Ifel^turaUy iuch $i Pajflionas iEfithu^ 
** fiafm> ^tis wident, that Religion jtfelf kof 
* \ the Kind> a&d muft be; therefore natural to 
<* Ma^^•' And.ip his L^ter on Entbtffiafwty 
even while he derid?s the Pronenefs of 
]VIankind to the cmfcientious Fear^ ][ie adds^ 
*^ thattho' Epicurus thought thefe Apprc- 
5^hen(iQn$ were 'uaiuy yet he was forced tp 
allpw them ip.j^ Manqcr innafe :*''^ 
From which Cpnc^flion, ^Di.vine, roe- 
thinks, might raife a good Argument 
y againft him, for the Truth as well as 
V W^f^^^^fi ^^ Religion.'* . Now as fome 
may poffibly be at a Lofs to determine here, 

. ^ Mifc. ii. c. i* . '. 

: I whether 
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wh«thef the noble Writer be in yefi4it^^cT. 
Earneft^ the Argument he hints at ict plainiy 
this: That if we look round the Works of 
Nature, we (hall find an* Analogy eftabliih- 
ed, which fi^^ims a Proof, that this natQral 
Fear which prejfitb io univerfally on l^ 
human Mind, hadi a real and proportiohed 
Objea, The Argument hath been urged 
by many of great Nanae, in Favour of the 
Hope of future Good ; and 'tis furely of 
equal Fcftrce, whatever that Force may be; 
when apply *d to the Fear of future III. 
For we fee thro* the whole Creation, every 
Animal of whatever Species, directed by its 
Nature or the Hand of Providence, to fear 
and (him its proper and appointed Enemy« 
We find thefc Apprehenfions univerfally 
fuited to the Nature and Prefervation of 
every Species among Birds, Beads, Filhes, 
Infe^. Nor is there one Fear^ tho' fome- 
times excejpve in its Degpee^ that is erroneous 
with regard to its ObjeSi. The religious 
Fear^ therefore, which yir^^/i& itfelf io vxi\^ 
verfally on the human Mind, in every Age 
and Nation, ignorant or knowing, civilized 
or barbarous; \i2}^ probably zn Obje(5t fuited 
to its Nature, ordained for the Welfare of 
the human Species. At l^aft, this Ar^- 

• ment 
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frtMW die Bi/lfriSbimfer, ^&EiiJ^0aM^^ 

of the ht<main M ind. ' ^ -' ^ni^jj 

-t!n>Eifi,^<ih theftofefe WHISF ri^iiiJaq 

Schema oP^Monls, on ifvlii^' the natiWdl^ 

alt-fuffident fb^ the Pui^p6fes-*iaf htimfi*^ 
Happineis, this Argument muft lofe itsF 
• Force ; t)ecaafe, oa this St^pGfi6bn/*«h<f *rfe. 
ligious Fear is fapermntti^ ixAi^dsfi^ 
Bat then this (hewsrdieSuppofitktfitifctf to 
be mri/lrous, abfurdy i^ <36fatf*Liy to thtf^ 
eftablifhed Courie of "Natur^^ 'be«eiafe l4^ 
tare gives no Power or Paffion; l>at td^ftfmg' 
proper and appointed End : The very Ex-^- 
j^r^ of the Paffion, therefore, is a Proof 
of 'its NecefBty. 

Now, if indeed the religious Fear be^^ 
nedtjifiryy as, we prefume, hath been fuffi* 
ciently proved iff the preceding Effay j ■ 
then, from hence will arife a fhroiigand 
convincing Procrfi that the Objeft of ftli*. 
gious Fear is reaU For we find thro* A* 
whole Extent of created Being, that the 
Author of Nature hath annexed to all his 
Defigns and Purpofes, thfr proper Means o^^ 
Objefts^ by which they may be fulfilled.- 

As 



a^Jilutefy .fi^sf^a^^^^^^ ^ 

jedt muft be real-, becauljbjt ( W^n^^ y^^^^p^y 
pofi? the Crea^ »tQ(J^yeKgjV9f^a fj?§§|8^. 
RY PaJfion^rWil^ffi^t^it^ipr^^ appMf^d> 

the univerfal:si^i/Jtn(^fi QmJikutim:\Qi: 

Things, ^ .. TV J n - •' ■' . - , •. : - . •?. ' ' . ii-H 
On ^his,<)cca^pn, , we may .obfefve th^ 
Wneaknefs of the MpUur^if^^yiitm^ concgf «- i 
ing Providence For that Sc6t hath cvfifi 
deny'di tl^^t^theJOleity concerns himfelf 
with t\i^ moral CoiidiVi/SiQSMsj^. But froiji 
the wife and ,benevpl^nt Confti^tion of; the 
natural World itfelf^ aftrongProof arifetk; 
in Support of Gop'smorai OovernmcDt;of ^ 
it, and of the Truth of the Fears and Ex^ 
peBations of the human Mind* For if we 
allow that h?! regards . and preferveg ^e*, 
natural Order ,an(| Symmetry of the Qre9^» 
tion 5 that^ hg hath fi>rmed this imYnoEife 
Syftem of Being, ^ and fecor'd tits Contiptt-> 
ance and Welfare, by certain X^wfi, \ Hecef- 
fary to the Happine^ of hia<i^rea^e$ j ^heft 
we muft 01) the feme J^^indadOtt toncludcf 
that he^hath^ lik^ wife eftaljlifhed fuch JW?*- : 
tives dXi^Lam^ ql^ A^fm^ as^aaay det^wrtlaCv 

Man 
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lefs wqrlby of bis Kjsgard, tbaii Matter zm. 
Motion,^ * ^ ^ .^^ 

Bu,T ftili flic riobfe Writer t>rocee(kW 
tbe Spirit of Derifion, to cxpbfe tbe Ab*. 
furdities^d Mifcbiefs this mifguideq ri^li-^ 



furious. Zeal which nave bad their Source 
in this Trinciple i \and thence,. in' the Way 
of Infinuation, concludes \i irrational and 
groundlefs. , : ^, 

The Fads, it muft be owned, are iib- 
torious and undeniable : But the Confe-* 
quence is no leis evidently chimerical and 
vain. Lord Shaftesbury himfelf hat|i 
obferved, that in Failure of a jii/i PrShce 
or Magijiratey Mankind are ready to fiib- 
mit themfelves even to a T'yrant : ^^ Like 
** new-born Qeatures, who have never 
** fcen their Dam^ they will fancy one for 
** themfelves, and apply (as by Nature 
"prompted) to fome like Fornxfcr Favour, 
" and Protedion. In the Room of a true 
" fojier 'Father and Chief y they will take 

'^' after 
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jifter a /i?/^ ^w :, »anaan the Rcbm 6f x^ BiCfT. 

legal Government and mft rrince, obey -*^— 
*' even a Tyrants % Apo hence m draw?, 
a ftrong Proof of the Fo^ oithtjocial or* 
herding Principle, even from defpotic Powe? 
itfelf. Aeain he hath remarjkfd/ ttjiat 
^^ Heroifth znd Phi la?itbrf^9nJ^^ 
** and the farabj yet by a uri^l.MUguidaji^tt* 
^* of the Affeftion, a Lover of MankiniT' 
*' becomes a Ravager ; a'Hcrp^ and Ddi- ' 
*' verer becomes an Opprefibr and Deftroy- 
« erK" 'Tis thefapit? in Religion.^ .Wh^rc ^ 
the human Min4 (ever reftfeis in It's S«rcl^ 
for the great Center of created Being, on 
which alone it can pcrfe<aiy repofe itfelf) '"^ 
leeks, but cannot find ilk true God, it 
naturally fcts pp a Jai/e one in his Place : 
Here too> ]V4'ankind, " like new- bom^ 
^^ Creatures^ who have never feen thtir Dam, 
*^ will fancy one for themfclves, and apply 
*« (as by Nature prompted) to fome like 
•* Form for Favdur and Protedlion. In the. 

« 

" Room of a true Ft^er^Fatberj they will . 

^' take after /?yi^ ?«^ J aiid in the Room 

" of an aU^perfeSl GoD, worftiip even ar^ - ' 

*' Idoiy^ ^ The* religious Principle, thus, 

miiguided^ breaks fort|^ indeed^ ih^o Enor- 

f^/.Wi/.P.iii.Si. Mb.' §2. "^ 

mities 




2L-Hei«* indeecife '^'^.k fmall'MrgoiiS^I of 
'** the Affedidn, ti^lJirber'of MaMklSst- 
<*,cbmefe a Rdvager'i A[&Mt,- snh^efpr 
<*-9ndDeJf(ijyer." Btft'fe t^pm the A&fe 
bf the foaiilftmcp^leiUd here/' !ii that of 
die f^h^fimmtPt nooiS&r ^ohleqaefrce' c^ 
.biejiiftiy- drtwtf, bui^diat i^Ss'iitf/«m aijd 

Jtrmg. - : ^ 

But* farther, the nbbl^ Wrifc 
•Notion of fbtnte Pdhi&meftt^'^'^iifw^^r 
Vrith his lAti, oi dii)ineOoodkeJsi''t^^' 
%8 he, « We caii 'have nab/i^dif V^t^^ 
** picioh to make us uneaiy : FtJr ft ^ii 
*• Malice only, and not Goodnefsy wmCft* caa 
** make us afraid ^" ^" ^ 

Yet, on another Occafion, his Lbrd^iip 
can affirm, and juftly, that, " a Man of 7^;^- 
^*< per mzy refift or puntjh without Anger^^* 
And if fo, why may not divine Goodnefi 
make us afraid f^ For as divine Goodnefs 
regards the greateft Happinefs of all, it's 
Creatures; fo, if Punifhmentbe //fr^ry 
to that End, divine Goodnefs will therefore^ 
ORDAIN Punishment. To this Purpofe, 
a Writer of diftinguiftied Rank and Pene- 
tration: " In Reality, Goodnefs is the hatu- 

] Enq. B. ii. Part ii. § 2, 

ral 
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". Tja^n4.i^ft Object <^^ap,^fl,au!illM9fl.-^ ^^ T- 

"^,28 a ^xcd, ftcady in*rflx>y^^ J^ipcfple 

'/* the. Sword of Juflice,,. there is plainly 
''VGrouodipr thegrcatfi|^ofpripiepto hope 
"^jfOT.Jmpunity.^i^^mJf i^ be;.Good^ieft, 
*' there can be no poffible Hope, wfeiljEt 
"^thpRe^ns/oif.^Ti'bij^s, tf^thsEn^of 
" GoverntneW.-^a^/p^EjlftiJJipe^ 
■' every pne |i;es hj^w^^i^h greater Cljftacc 
V of Impwp^y an iy^^-i^uija^ in apvtial 
'^ Adpalniftratipp^ t^fin jijj^^^ juft and.,Mp- ■ 
' nght one. It.«jf4id. I^iftt the Iptercft oc 
^'^ Good of the \^hoIe, miift t^ t^ Intereft 
*' of the univerfal Being ; and that hq can 
" have no other. Be it lb. Thi* Ah^^PF 
.''^(Ld. S.) has [jrov-;! that Vice is t^tyjf^^Uy,' 
."the Mifery of Aluikind in this World: 
'" Confequently it -.vas for the Goodof.,tjhp 
'" Whole, that it fliould be fo, ,, W^t 
.** Shadow of Reafon then is there to aflfift, - 
" that this may not be the Cafe hereafter ? 
** Danger of future Punifliment (and if 
" there be Danger, there is Ground of Eear) 
** no more fuppofes Malice, than the pre-r 
" fent Feeling of PuniftimeJit does ^" 
"Dr. B*r/w'i Sermons, Preface, p.ai. 

Thus 
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Ess AT Thus thenoUe Writer's Derifion and 
Argumentation arc equally rliim<»ytf^l and 
impious; as it appears, that the natural 
Fears and Expectations of die human Miqd 
are at lead founded in ProbahtliQr. 

SECTION m. 

Sect. His Lordfhip's Opinions being Co little 
m favourable to natural Religioa^ we cannot 
wonder, if we find him, on every poflihie 
Occafion, throwing out Infionations and 
▼irulent Remarks, in Order to difgr)u% re* 
waled. The firft that will deftrve our 
Notice, are fuch as tend to invalidate the 
Credibility of Scripture Hiftary. 

He tells us, " He who fays he believes 
^^for certain^ or is ajfured of what he be- 
•• lieves, either fpeaks ri^culoufy^ or fays in 
** EfFed, he believes flrongly, but ii mt fure : 
" So that whoever is not confcious of Reve- 
lation, nor has certain Knowledge of any 
Miracle or Sign, can be no more than fcep^ 
tick in the Cafe : And the belt Chriflian in 
the World, who being defHtute of the Means 
" of Certainty, depends only on Hiflory and 
" Tradition for his Belief of thefe particu- 
** lars, is at beft but ^fceptick Chriflian ■.*' 

■ Mifc. ii. c. 2. 

' Now 
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. Now it (hould feem, that the Dexterity S 1 c Ti 
of this Paflage lies in a new Application of 
two or three Words. For, by " certain and 
" ajfured'' he means mbre^ ty ** Scepticifnf\, 
he means much kfsy than it is ever uied to 
fignijfy. And thus (as in Dr. Mandeville^s 
Philofophy already ° criticized) wherever 
we have not Demon/iration, 'tis plain we 
muft needs be Sceptics. 

But if indeed we muft be Sceptics in 
Revealed Re JigiofT, on this Account; the 
fame Confcquence wiU follow, with Regard 
to every other Kind of Knowledge that de- 
pends on human T'ejiimony. Wemuft bciSr^^ 
tics too, in our Bdief of every paji Tranf-^ 
action J nay of every thing tranfadled in our 
own Times, except only of what falls with-^ 
in the narrow Circle of our proper Obfer^ 
fuation. The Manners of Metiy the Site of 
Countries^ the Varieties of Nature^ the Traths 
of Philofophy, the very Food we eat, and 
Liquids we drink, are all received on the 
folc Evidence of human Teftimony. But 
what Name would he merit among Men, 
who in thefe Inftances {hould fay, ^^ he does 
'^ not believe for certain, or is not afiured 
V of what he believes," till in every Cafe he 

°See above, Ejp^ it. 

S ihould 




2)8 Om Rgveakd RwLtdtxrs 

^«^^*ihDdife% impcH^ by thfc Force DfJDfliw^^ 

7 AN0iSmie^s on other<)cca£b^ where 
Cbn^iianity is: not' concemed/ the noble 
Wti& jefaBu fpeak ill a ' veiy differefi^ and 
xmicb^uftfer Manoen For tfans he ^pcals 
td NdluhB> Tin Proof of titt Wiidoin and 
Gbodndk of the Cretton ^' Thus^'toOy in 
*!lhfrSyftem of the i^;g:Rr Worii Seetbere 
'hth^miituall^ixmlency of things: The 
^^:Rdafion of one to another ) of the Sun to 
^V this* inhabited Eardi$ And oflAierBartb 
^^mdofber Planets to iht Sun / Th^Ofder^ 
^^Unirn^ znd'Coberenceof the nubok! ^^And 
*^ know, my ingenious Friend, thdCby this 
*^ Survey you will be obliged to own the 
** untverfal Syfienty and coherent Scheme of 
*^ things ; to be eJlabHJhed on abundant 
*1 Proof, capable of convincing any feir 
". and juft Contcmplator of the Works of 
** Nature p/' His Lordlhip's Argument is 
furely juft« Yet, is there one to be found 
among £ve Hundred of thofe, who are thus 
convinced of the wife Strudture of the Uni- 
verfe; who have ever taken a Survey of diis 
immenfe Syftem, except only in the Books 
and Diagrams of experienced Pbihfofdxrs f 

vMn^alifii P. ii. § 4. 

How 






(^ttie^t^jteriii»^ fiftsUi£bed; or 

raxfeivin^toniaiijQaaiifasr Proof ttfa^n^^that of 
humanit^isimyi;3thc IRsh^iotiiof^K Earth 
^ ^oAi^^bdr-Fhmtsko ihcMfiy l3at Order^ 
'' Unkmi ianrf/O^rtor^.of ^c nvbok #* ' It 
cannot be iu[rppofcd;olhat r ereni the noble 
Writer liimfiir^¥vcn wttit thro* the tediooa 
Pi:t)Gefs o^lSit^/ta^o/^ah^ 
abnGLcaa^^ffe f^skAMt^^Xkntmity in this ex^- 
tenfiv6 SubjoS:. briYejtrttK Jnd, be is not in 
aiiy DegniSL^ •'isdpt&alna theCa&;'' but 
veqr radoindfy (ktelinffler^ J^ the Wifdom 
of thic Bteity/ in. fHthi&iaauverfal Syftem, 
^^vs; efiai^Jhed <xag^r'itdmnd^ capable 

"of wxtohicif^'iAvsy ^^ir . 9X)AJuJt Contem- 
" platorofithe^W^odija^ Nature*'' 

It appe$(ts\theti$cth^ a Confidence in the 
VeraciDjp W ^j&etQ k^t^nqt peculiar^ to the 
BaV^tsii^^aU^^sligionT The fame takes 
Fhce In:^ ifoiko&^wxy Siibjed. More par^ 
tkaofarfyi frb?fa^thatin.the jEZj/f^ ofNd'^ 
turt^^z%iei th^^olRmelatim^ the Evidence 



ofiiiim^nr^S^ft^fW^i is the only Sort of 
PpDofthat can 'he:^rvcn to Mankind : And 
whoe^ allo'ivs this Proof, as being " aiun-- 
** Jant and convincing'' in the onCy and diC- 

S 2 allows 
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Essay allows or dcfpKeth it in' flie t>ther^ how fellf 

, . ^ ' firisfied ^ttr he may be in his own Imagi-^ 

nation^ \% neither ^fair nor ^i'jnft C(Hitem- 

plator of the? Works^ and the Way* ofPm- 

vidence. =* ; • 

If therefore any Obje6kion lies agamft 
the Cf edibility of the Scripture Hyi^ry, it 
muft confift in maintaining, not'^^that 
V hnman Teftimony is infufficienf to'fup- 
" port it/' but ".thatm >Faia,itis'not fuffi- 
" ciently fupported by the Evidence' of 
" human Teftimony/' If fo^r diis Dcfea 
muft arife, either from a VIznthiEocternal 
Evidence : Or Secondly, becaufei^the Fad:s; 
Doctrines, and Compofition of tbe^Biblcy are 
fuch, that no Teftimony whatever can con- 
vince us that it is a divine Revelation. 

With Regard to the firft of thefe, ^' the 
Teftimony on which the Authenticity of 
the Gofpel Hiftory is founded:'' - This 
the noble Writer hath attacked by a long 
Chain of Infinuations, in his laft MifceUimy\ 
Where, in the Way of Dialogue^ he hath 
indeed amply repaid the Treatment, which 
in the preceding Chapter he charges* upon 
the Clergy. For here he hath introduced 
two of that Order^ who, to ufe his own Ex- 

^ Mifc. V. c. 3. 

preffion. 
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and Christianitt^ ^6l 

preffion, ''are indeed fab vtnr Icgjiimatrjod ^ ^ ,^ ^ 

** ob^uioos Pi^ptts^yKtho to^^pcnic intfae ^ 

<^ moft officious Mmaar with tbe Ai:t2KC, 
'^ towards the Difplay erf* his owa proptr 
''Witi and the KftaHiflimfitr of \M 
'' private Opinioa and Manm^'' ^ Wkt^c 
'' after the poor Phaolom ckt Sfaadoir cf ^^ 
^' Adver£uy, has £ud at littic iioc htt Ca«& 
s can be imagined, aad gifcn at many 
)peos and AdvaatsigBi » could be de- 
'' fired, he liesdamifiir ^Dodandaa; ai>l 
'' paffivcly fubmils to tbe lulHiig bmka <A 
'^ his unmcrcifai Coiiqfrar ^T 

To thefe Gendemoi ffae noUe Writer 
affignsthe Heradfon lahcnr^ cf proring the 
Ncceffity of an Mlalutc Um/frmity m Oy^ 
nion. A bopeftd PnjeB tndeed! as hh 
Lordfhip calls it dicwhcre* No Wonct; 
he comes off Gmquer^^ in 6icfa a Dtbztc. 
Bat here lies die Pecoliaritjrof ImCondod: : 
That while he pcctoids only to pror^ that 
the Scripture cannot be a Foundatioo for 
Uniformity of Opinion m aU tkmgs ; he 
hath thrown out foch Infinnations, as evi-- 
dently imply, diat there can be no Foonda^ 
tion for believing the Troth of any thing 
the Gofpcl Hiftory contains. He ^ys, he 

'Ib.c. 2. 'lb. 

S3 b 



i6t On keveaUd^ztidi'dm 

£«sATb^aa1p£^.„4$SiriQg^ t}i$ni "to explain the 
• J ** y/ozd.Scr^ptiite* . and by enqairing^ into 
" the Qrigiiwl pf .tlii^'polleSion of antient- 
*'«r Wi4.4i^cr,.Xw^. which in general 
"they ^im^r^Jbeadf^ under that Title: 
" wlwf^cr.lt TO^e UK apocryphal Scripture^ 
" OX. ike more can&pcal ? the fuU or ba^ 
**.ataborized? X^zSt^'Julor the certain? 
" the cmiroverted or uncont reverted ? the 
*^fa'ib ^^* - **■ tb?*-.of various Reading ? 
"the Teps .oi . tJ>f/( Manufcripts or^of 
" tbofe ? die Ti^nfcfipts,' 9o|)^^Tim 
*' Catalogues, of 7&j Ch^irch ind'N^fa, 
**taof tikU ottfT I pf-this Se^Taji^^^rte, 
** or of another ? of thofc m one A^jcaflEl 
" Orthodox, and in PoiOeflian of Pawer, or 
" of thofe who, in aiiothcr, oveithreHr .tiwir 
" Prcdcceffijr'fi Authority} and, ^^ 'their 
*' Turn alio, aflumed the Guardlanfh^'ahd 
•' Powrer of holy Things ? For;Ji6w,'tbtife 
" iacred Records were guarded la tbo^ 
"Ages, might eafily (he faid) hc'tta^fned 
*'bjr any one who had the lea^Iodght 
" into the Hiftory of ihofe Times,^wlHeh 
" we called Primitive^ and thofe CKai^c- 
'* terg of Men, whom we %led Fatben of 
" the Church '." 

\Mi/c. V. c. 3. 

Here^ 



and Ch^jtianity. ,: i^^ 

Here^ as hi$ Lordfhip drags us into the S s c t< 
keaten Track of Conifovetjy, lAiehtft Cika^ "f' 
plimentthat can be paid the Reader/ is to 
carry him thro* jjt by Ae ijK^^ 
ftale Ol^e^ons here, raked together by the 
noble Author have been /b often, and io 
fully refuted, by a Vaiitty of catcellent 
Writers, that, to many, it mfly feem a 
needlefs Taik, even tp touch upon the 
Subje^V ; • 

However, fQr^ the Saii^&dtion of thofe 
who may think it neceilary, a fumqiaiy 
View of the Evidence is here fubjoined. 

The Authenticity,* therefore, of the 
Books of the new T^atnent^ appears to be 
founded , on the i^lroogeft moral Evidence, 
becauie ^om the earlieft Ages, we find them 
afcribed to the Apof^es . and ^vangeKils, 
whofe Names they bear. Thus.^t; Paul's 
Epiftka are mentioned, by S^ JPeteit,' jmd 
cited by Clemens Rom anus, ^hiiTlvt^ m 
the Reign of Claudius, e%cd^ befOTt?- St 
Paui. was carried Prifoner ^Koa^^-T^o- 
ltcarp andlRENiEus werp fot iS^nnef^me 
conteoiporarywith Sf John ; tlieybdtfi-cite 






UpBmJist &c. and very lately Mr, 7tfJ{>«iBbisJleaf|»* 
ed Reason EccUfiaftical Hiftvrj, ^ "-^ ^•■••'' 

: S 4 ' " the 



Ess A Y- the four Ooibcll/^ and affimi'diey were^ all 

Til* ^^ " 

, writtcnby the Apoftles fiidEvangdifts^Whofb 

Names dir(rt)car. JnoriTiti MiiATYS^'ahd 
Glbmens ABEXANi»xNrirs, cojxfircdi' tbdr 
Accounts in fhd*fol!6wkig Century* :«>An^^ 
the ^reat ORrcfeNy^tridi whdm^'fbail clofe 
the Catalogue, . and whb livediin'^tbeiReign 
6f Severits, in bis Book agaifift Celscts 
hath cited allth^ Oofpelsi andiy;^^ if ik>t ^ 
. the Epijiles yundcv the Names they now bear :• 
And the Words of the ieveral Ckatioiis per- 
fedly agreef with thofe of theNcwTeftament; 
now in Ufe. Such a full * Prnof-* of - th* 
Genuinenefs of-thef&facred Reoordft^^ as is 
not to be paralleled, concerning >any other 
Book, of e^al or even of much lefs Anti-- 
quity. 

The internal Froof of their Genuinenefs, 
arifing from their ^tyle and Compofition^ is 
no le^ eminent and particular. The Genius 
of every Book, is fo perfedlly agreeable to 
the Gharadter and Education of it's refpec- 
tive Author 5 every Cuftom defcribed or 
alluded to, either Jenjoijh^ Greeks or Roman^ 
fo entirely fuited to the ^imes ; every: Inci-* 
dent fo natural y fo occaJionaU fo particular^ 
fo perfe(ftly indentifyd^ that it were the very. 

Extreme 



Extreme of ■ Ignoratnce and Folly, to rtife a S « c t. 
Doubt on this Subjea. ■" "' 

^ That Ac06fpel-H2ftory=hath been tranf- 
matted tools, fure ^ndi^uncmrupfed^ we have 
rto kfs Reafon *o bcHcvfc ' 'li:h well known 
how zealods tfie primitive Chri(Hans were 
in the Prefervation of' the Scriptures : We 
knoWj thej regarded them as their chief 
and deareft Treafore ; and often laid down 
their Lives, rather than deliver the facred 
Records to their Enemies, who ufed every 
Art of Terror,- to fcize and deftroy/them. 
Again, the* 6fcri{*ures were not then locked 
up from the Laity, as now in the Roman 
Church : But Copies were taken, difpcrfed, 
and became immcnfely numerous. They 
were univerfally read at the Times of pub- 
lic Worihip, in different Nations of the 
World. To this we niay add, that as n&Wj 
fo tben,^ di^rent Seds and Parties fubfifted; 
who all appealed to Scripture for Proof of 
their feveral Opinions 5 and thefe, 'tis evi- . 
dent, mufk have been fo many Checks uppn 
each other, to the general Exclufion of 
Miflakc and Fraud \ 

*The Jews and Samaritans were Checks upoii 
each Qther in the fame Manner, for the Prefervation of 
^e Purity of the Pentdteueb, The Samaritan Finta- 



1^ OffJi^^ff^Mjiy^^m' 

,usnowcqn£ulertlMDobkWcUeF*aQ^e;i^iV^ 
He aik$» whether by Scripture, he^ pojji^ 
ftood <' the apocryphal or more canpQiq^^ 
*' the full or half>aiithoriaed ? tibc. ^QUbtlil 
^^ or the certain? . tqe cootriO^r^Of: ^q^ 
'^ controverted ?** Thefe s Q!!c||^f]|^g afg 
(learly fynonymous, and ^Vf^sf^^^j^lj^ 
wiU clear them aU. Tijffp^jaj^,,!^ 
Books, concerning which 4ii^(ne^^^|{ri4l 
^jf Z)(»^^/. There are iCwo^^ J^ept^aiff^ 
which the Doubts have becA.,^]|j.£^i^^ 
1^. There are others oopcenii|gg yfh^ 
the Doubts have been cm^rmedy\ .^jG^^bfii 
firft Kind are 4fi7 the Gqff^^ and^ Mf^ /of 
the £/^Z?i : Of the iecond, are the £pi{Uc 
to the Hebrewsy the fectmd of Prf^, j&r 
€ond^ind third of J^ift^, that Qfy^de^ and 
the Jfocdypfe : Of the third Kind* are 
th^ apocryphal Books ; therefore indcc^d fo 
called. 

The noble Author goes on* *^ The 
^^ Jingle read, or that of various Reading ?*' 

inuh was printed in the laft Century : Aiut,' <* aTter 
«• ?«;« iboufand Tears Difoord between die Twp Na* 
*^ tions, varies as little from the other, as any Qajfic 
«< Author in lefs Trad of Time has di&greed from it* 
^< felf, by the unav9idabli Miftaka of fo qiany Tran^ 
^^ fcribm:' Sec Pbil. Linfienf. 

My 



ih' Wicf tiicffef We no "raridos Rcadin^i 
dicf(i' are ijOTli jfijtjf & y'Aft/ ? 'Ndf^ probaHyi 
w^ ttie^^cv8^*aiiyBb()k//!{jf-f rW, that 
.^l^thro^iiiore'tfatti^iij Edition : at Icaft, 
befbrfe A« "teWflfaph; of Printing. And as 
thd $cHt»tiit)6^ere ofiiener tranfcribed than 
ftiy «ither''tofe^i(bira greater Variety of 
Readlng^^niUft^haturaily take Place. But 
I tiiiift' ihfdrm'y^ttt^ Lordihip, from die 
]esi]:tiedPbrii.Ei«ibi1i£Rt;s L^psiEN8is,that 
this ik th^' iaoA Hlitfentb Of all Cavils : For 
that^Ih Fa^, Wfaave the'Sfl»/J of thbfe anr- 
ddit'AuthWl^ndft«!tf/rtf/ where the varf- 
ous Keadit%s afl^- xhoft ' ntimefous : ^ A% of 
thbfc Audiot^1?teci^^^ znfew^ 

e%^ tfiel^nfc is fiibft tiititilated or obfcure^ 
Brit if ^^»jfi5f i^w^,^ jtoui* L^^^ means 
suit' afiltHettti6 Text itx)ltet£ted asd eompofed 
out of^A^vaHotir Readings, * i 'Ecg^ leaver XA 
inform you, there is no fuch in the Protdl^ 
intChWcHds. ^Bhey have been too mo- 
deft to atftimpt any ^f^ ^Nor-does 

the T^rtitk ftiflfer by it :. Fqt as the Ic^^rnei 
Cride^juft 'before quofied, ob&tve^^ the nidft 

faulty; ^opy, of the. ttew^Tcftament now in 

■ .-• ' ■ •■ • ' • • 

Tor a tull View of.^Argumea^ See P^^ X/>* 

being, 



i6Z Oft Revealed KtLiGtoH 

E ss A Tbeing, does not obicure one mocal Doc-^ 



trrne or one Article of Faith. 



. • A 



Again the nobla Writer goesoU)- in ^ 
ProfafioQ of fynonymous Terms : • ** TW 
^' Tranfcripts, Copies, Titles, Catalogues/ 
^of this Church or that? ofdiisSed: or- 
^^ F^rtfy or another ? of thofein-^iyBe Age^ 
^* called orthodox, or thofe who in another- 
•* Age overthrew them ?" What unexperi^ 
enced Perfon would not imagine feom heiKCr 
that different Churches, Se£ts, or Parties^ ba^. 
each of them a Bible different from thST 
reft ? Yet 'tis certain, that however - thefe 
Parties differed in Opinions, we -find' from; 
their Writings now fubfifting, that th^ all 
appealed to one common Scripture for their 
Support. 

The noble Writer takes his Leave by 
paying a Compliment to thefe primitive 
Writers called the Fathers of the Church. 
" How thefe facred Records were guarded 
" in thofe Ages, might be ea^y imagined j\ 
&c. — But to imagine^ is a much eafier 
Tafk than to prove j efpecially when Ima*' 
gination is helped forward by Inclination* 
Giutrded indeed they were, as we have feen, 
from Interpolation and Falfehood. But if 
he means to infmuate, that they were guardr 

ed 
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ed from If^eifiorT ind Criticijmy he does Sec t. 
great Injv^ice >io Ghriftiahity; Fdf what*' ^\ 
ever Marfcs/^f fecukr Views rtiay be difco- 
v*red in the-Gonduft of thc^ ancient Chrif- 
tian^ in the fiicceeding Agesj' • we miay fafe^ 
ly bid Defiance tatbc riobte Writer's Ati- 
mirers, tO'fhew any thing tsf this Kind in 
the Chafafters of thbfe to* whofe Tcftittio- 
ny we have here appealed; and on whbfe 
Teftimony, jbined to that df ^their tiunie- 
rous ^nd ingenuous Conliem'poi'afiesi the 
Authenticity of the Gofpel-Hiftory depiinds; ' 
They were far frdm a<ftiiig or writing with 
a View to temporal Advantage; they were 
ftruggling under the Weight of heavy Per-- 
fecutiofts; had no Motives to preach or 
write, butthe great Expe<9:ation of Happi- 
nefs hereafter, founded on a firm Belief of 
tfedt holy Reiigiori,- which they propagated 
with ' an EfFeft almojiy if not indeed^ niira^ 
Odious. ' 

' On this Occafion I cannot but obferve a 
ftrang6 Infinmation thrown out elfewhere 
by the noble .Writer ; which, however, is 
fo glaring a Falfehood, that he finds himfelf 
obliged to difavow it, even while he labours^ 
to imprefs it on his 'Reader's Imagiha'- 
tion, in all the Colours of Eloquence. ** If, 

** fays 



i7« Oh Reveikd Rf j^ieroiir 

8 8 AT «< &ys he, iliexoUcKarit^l^ 

^"' ^< ancicDt Recoidi «reit deft^«^, 'linie 
'< would be left Ai^nieiit of PlmlMttfiiis^ 
<« ing againft that nttiirti Sofpieisiaiiclf dMffi^ 
<<who are called Steptical, thflciite^lk^ 
^^ Records themfelves Were no other -llMn 
'^ the pure inventiofif xtf artifickd Coorpile^ 
'< ment of an interefted Fatty, i» Behalf of 
^* the richeft (hrporation^ and' ^moSifn^M'^ 
^^ hie Monopofy in the World \^rM Now if 
his Lordihip be indeed in earneft-in ufging 
this Infinoadon, he muft beliet^^ diar>Me 
Set of Mcnfreadfed^ and ttirt^, mdf di^ 
dured Bmds unA htprifonment^i^^fi^^ 
and D^/ift ; to th«[ End that amtbiar ifttf of 
Men, feme three ot four Hundrid f^ars 
after, might enjoy the neb Corporations and 
profitable Monolopy of Church Prefertnents. 
How far this may be a Proof of the noble 
Writer's Sagacity^ I (hall leave others to de« 
termine. But if he believes not the infinu- 
ation, as indeed he feems to dijbeliew it, 
then we cannot furely hefitate a Moment 
concerning, the Meafure of his Since^ 
rity. 

The Gentleman therefore who nmkei 
fo ridiculous a Figure in the fuppofed Con* 

verfation> 



veri&ti<fe ^^w4 he flbt becrf^^odr oifi^4ui Sect; 



M^^fffj. ^ip^bfi have-frturned <«ie ^general 

aod ij@^iMF«€k6ty i/Uifwer tO: all the^e extraor- 
dwwtfflQjgfftiiWS-c Hemi^have defircd 
hi$rl>08^ipi-* " torchufe which he fhould 
".like 4^^or few^-^tmpng ali thefe contro- 
" veftcd'Cdpies, various Readings, Manu- 
*^ Scripts, and Catategucs. adopted by what- 
" ever Churchy SeS, or Party/' Nay, fee' 
might have defired him to chufe any bf the 
aknoft infinite • Number ' of ^ TranflatibttS: 
made of thefe Bbok^ in diftant Countries 
and Ages : And taking tbiil: to be th^ Scrip- 
ture he dippeafcd to,- nwght fiifely have re- 
lied on it; as amply ftif%ient for all the . 
great Purpofes of Religkn znd CbriJUanity^ 
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. , SJE C T I O N IV. 

SINGE therefore the iS'm>/»r^ Hijkry Sect* 
appears to be Supported by higher Decrees ' . 
of humdn Teftimony, than any other anci- 
ent Writings Ihe only Objections of real 
Weight; againft it, mult be drawn from its 
internal StruSlure : from the Fads it relates^ 
the Dodxines it inculcates^ or the Form of 
ixvGmfofitim. 

■T'St-FaBs related^ being as it were the 
Foundation of aU, will naturally come firft 

under 
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Essay under Confideration. " Now thefe, fay 
' " the Enemies of Chriftianity, are miracu- 
/* bus or out of Nature^ and therefore ab- 
** furd : For as they can prcFoe nothings fo it 
'^ is impoflible that Accounts of this Kind 
^^ could be fo efientially mingled with a 
** Religion that ihould come from God." 

On this Foundation the noble Writer 
hath taken frequent Occafion to deride what 
, he calls the "Mockery of Mifacles*;** par- 
ticularly thofe of our Saviour **. Here we 
(hall find him ftriking at the very Bafis of 
all revealed Religion^ while he aflerts, that, 
even fuppofing the Truth of the FadSj 
^' Miracles cannot witnefs either for God or 
" Men, nor are any Proof either of Divi- 
*' nity or Revelation ^" But that his Ar- 
gument may be fairly reprefented, let it 
appear in his own Words. ** The Con- 
" templation of the Univerfe, its Laws 
*^ and Government, was (I aver'd) the 
" only Means which could eftablifli the 
" found Belief of a Deity. For what tho' 
" innumerable Miracles from every Part 
*^ aflailed the Senfe, and gave the trembling 
" Soul no Refpite ? What tho' the Sky 
'^ fhould fuddenly open, and all kinds of 

» Mifc. ii. c. 2. ^ lb. c. 3. « Mar.alijii^ 

Part ii. §5. paiSm. 

I '' Prodi- 



and Ce2I5t:ix;tt. i^tj 

« Prodigies appear, Vcicrs be beanS, cr 5xr t 

" Charaders rcai ? Wbar w^sak: da grrag 
^' more, than ihat d:crc was cesssfs Fcvm 
*' couid &o all cbii : B^ vhs Pcw-n ; 
^^ whether one or mere ; wbetfacr ia p crc r 
** or fubaltem ; motul cr 
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'^ foolifh ; jutl or onjuft ; ffxid or bad: TL3 
'^ would ilili remain a Myficry^ ai wcuid 
^' the /n^ hdattioiL, the t^MbiBtj or Cor« 
*^ /^/ttjjf of whatever /Ae^ Pffoers afertid^:* 
'Tis remarkable, tbat the coble Wriler 
pretends here only xofbcw^ tfaatMndes 
are no Proof of the Exiflface cX CcAi Tet 
in the Conclufion of his Argomccr, be 
brings it home to the Caie c£ Rndatim : 
To " the true Litentim^ the Lrfallibititj or 
Certainty of wbatcrer rf^ Pcmers as^ 
serted/' This is dea^ the Scope of 
his Argument : And fo indeed badi it been 
underftood by his Tlnder^ts^crhmen in htfUt-^ 
lityy who have with great Indaftry retailed 
this Objedion. As it is a Circumftance of 
the lafl Importance in Regard to die Truth 
oiCbriJitanityy it cannot be an unieaibnable 
Tafk, to ihew in the fuUeil Manner the 
Vanity and Error of this trite Cavil. 

But, inftead of confidering ^;af^ilf A^s 
of fupematural or miracukus Power ^ as be- 

ing 
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274 ^^ Revtakil^ELiGioit^ 

E ?s"aV iagperfiMrawedih Attention (jfihypartMi'- 
^^^' — Jar Doartne, (which' hath been Ihc'gefiS^ 
Way of treatmg this Queaion) 'tis my Defigffr 
to confider as one Olgcd, ** that Wft iSiMfiW) 
*' and Cmcatmatkn of tmvzaAiiw^ - $^Sp 
' ' recorded in the Old and New Tdiafttftti^^ 
*^ wrought thro' a long SuccefGon of Ag^;^ 
'* for the Carrying m^ Support^ otdiCbmpk^^ 
tiOM of the Ori/Han Dt^fmfafimJ" ' . - -q 
With this View thereifore let' a& -firft^ 
confider the means by "v^ch'MiiJtJ^ yir€^ 
juftly convinced (^ the Being oH€od^ !l*o^ 
this Cbnviaion, 'tis allowed by^ 4diS^ 
from a Vhim of Power, mfdm/'iO^ 
nefs, ^fplayed in the vifible Creatic^.- J^^tfttf 
^is XJnion alone arifes the Idea of an aU^ferfe9 
Being : fo that a Failure in any of thefe three 
eiTential Circumftances would deftray ^Sab 
Idea of a God. The Goodnefs of the Deity 
is fecn in the defigned End or Purpofe of the 
Creation, which is, " The Happineft of all 
** his Creatures •/* His Wifdom is feen, ki the 
proper Means employed for the Accomplifh* 
mcnt of this great End: His P^^ovT' ftrifitls 
what Goodnefs had intended, and Wifdom 
contrived, by putting thefe Means in Ex^ 
mention. Hence then alone we obtain the 
Idea of a Divinity y from a Union of perfed 
'"Goodnefs^ Wifdom^ and Fower. 

'Tis 



nM^eij^s^ that, as tothejc^iyine l^owcr, it 
iTk^W0rk it$ Inteations^euher. by. a; con- 
tinued ind uninterrupti^d SuperintendeQcy, . 
or A^eacy on Matter, .^ .pr, by imprefliqg * 
certai^i original and permanent ^Qua^l^s 
uppo/ir^ Which of thefe two Kinds of*. 
Operation may , r«ally prevail in Naftnre, h 
perhaps beyond tJa^ |^e^ch of hi^tp^ Kno w-^ 
ledge, -clearly to x^e^i^miine. JTh^ Newtch- 
man Pl^Uofophy iiule^ renders it highly 
probably, that xhQ^^ntmued Agency oi God: 
prevails. 'JBut ei Peteifmioation inthis^Sub*^ 
je<a is , inde^ ^ of vna ^orrfequence ; fince^ 
which foeverof'thef^MiPlhpds.be^pcda^ 
thc^divifff Fmffenis ^gusdly difplay'di^whil^ 
it n1inlAer^^tQ the £a(jU of X?^^^^ and 

\-- '^Tis ^equally plainythat* if .the ^divine 
Goodnefs fhould :d6|ernMQe to^aiijb Man^^ 
kind Hji Jfigb^ Degrees oS Knofmledge^ zvA 
Virtue^ii^Mn what fhey- could attain; to. by 
the pre-eftabliftied Laws <>f Nafiire; - or 
to free thetn fcom Defeiii . and Mijerm^ 
occaafiofded by a£iy inipi49.ntal and wluntfi^y 
C(AvnpUQnsipoJieri9r 40 their Creatian ^> 'tis 
equally \plain, I f^, that an Exertion of 
jupernatural Power forthe Accompliihment 

T 2 . of 
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E s 8 A y of tbis End^ wduld be a Dtfpldy^ Proofs ot 

^^^' Revektim of the Divinity entirely J&oailir 

to that which arifes from the Works iiif 

Nature. For both bere, and in the Work* 

of Nature, the Proof of the Divinity arifeth, 

not from raerc uniform Ads of Power, but 

from, the Subferviency of divine Ppwer 

to this one great £nd> the Pr)oduBim of 

human Happinefs. Here then, the noble 

Writer's Objection is cflentially defei3ive: 

What he affirms is t\ihufaIJe,QS foreign to 

the Queftion. For if we fuppofe (and the 

prefent Queftion is put upon this Footing 

only) that the mhaculous or fupenaatural 

Effects are evidently fubfervient to fin^kur 

Ends of Wijdotn and Goodnefs^ as appear in 

the Works of the Creation ; then fure» We 

have equal Reafon to conclude, and he 

; convinced, that they are the EfFedts of one 

Power ; — of one fuperiof and immortal 

Power ; — of one Power, wifey jujl^ and 

good ; i.*^ In a word, of that Power which 

firft brought Nature into Being, eftabliihed 

Laws for the Welfare of his Creatures ; 

and when the Happiiiefs of his Creatures 

requires an Interpofition, gives ftill further 

Evidences of his Goodnef^^ Wifdom^ and 0;w- 

. nipottnce^ 
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ntpamoej by controuimg thofe Laws v^rhkrh Sec 
feimfelf had eftablkfaed. J^ 

•» LiiT us now apply tbefe ftinciples to 
the Cbrifiian Difpenfatiori- " This, we 
fay, was a Scheine of Providencft, \(rhich 
^ill continues operating; whereby the 
Deity determined to raife fallen and cor- 
rupted Man to higher Degrees of Know-- 
ledger Virtue^ and Happinefsy than what 
by Niture he could have attained/' In 
this Defign, the divine Goodness is emi-* 
Mntly difplayedv 

Tkte Means, wheretfy this great Defign 
«ras accomplifhed, was, " by feparating a 
^' ^uliar People feom the reft of Man- 
<• kind I not for >tbeilf own Saktis, but for 
*^ the Sake of all ; by preferving them 
** amidftthdr Enemies^ by leadhig them 
^* fordb inta a diftant Country 5 by eftaWifh- 
mg there the Worfhip of the ^»? God, in 
Gppofition to the idolatries of furround- * 
ing Nations : 'Till, when the Fulnefs cf 
^* Tin;xe (hould come, at^d Mankind be ca- 
** pabie'of receiving a more perfect Reve- 
^^latk>ii, a" Saviour' jEStJS Christ (houldbe 
.'* idM, 'to free iVItfnkind from the Power of 
•* Ignorance and Sin ; to bring Life and Im- 
l^ mortality to Lights and communicate to 
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i' s 8 A Y u all ^^e^ the jiioa,pcrfea praftical Know* 

" kdge of the. true God, and of every ttioiil, 

** Duty." In this Difpenfation is ho leis 

eminently, difplayed th? diyine \\rispoW."' 

But .what lefs than Oinhfcbtenctf iit0 

could fecure the perfe<% Execiitiph oflst Plan 

fb mighty .and extenjhe ? . Which ^reichirig 

thro' the Compafs of many, ipd'^^iSffiOit 

Ages, muft combat the .Piwer\ cbhtr^ul 

the Prejudices^ and work its Wajj^qK^^ pc 

difcardant Manners and Opiiiions*^ iifi'me 

Kingdoms of the Earthy .' Oh dii^ A'ceopfnt 

the iflamediate Extrtloii . of diVtne'J^Wcr 

was nefeflary for its Proofs ^upp^^ 'iiid 

Completion. Accordingly, we^ find Itt ^- 

nipotent Author, carrying on this ScherWj^of 

Wifdom and Goodnefs^ with a mighty ^Wmd^ 

wd an Qut-jlretched uirm. " He'^/jfeplf a 

5* Man before his People, even jf6sfe?H, 

^* who was fold to be a Bond-Semfit-'^Jle 

" increafcd his People exceedingly, \ ^^d 

*^ made them ftronger than their Ehetnies^ 

*' He fcnt Moses his Servant, 'and AAlfON: 

" And thefe (hewed hisT^okem amon^lJi^m ; 

•* and JVonders in the Land oi Hani, He 

" fent Darkqefs, and it was darjc } anatiinied 

" their Waters into Blood. TKcir Land 

V brought forth Frogs, yea, even in '^leir 

" King's 
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**.King;f Chambers. ,Hc gave them 'Hail- S '^^c *.^ 
"iftones for Rajn, and flames' of ^>re'fn„_Iiii- 
*'. their Lapd. He fpajte' the Word, 'and' 
" the Xocufts came 'innumerable, arid di- 
** voured the Fruit of "their Grounii. He ' 
*' fmotc all the Firft-born in iheir Land, 
". even the chief of sU theii* Stt-cngth. He 
" brought forth his People from ktftbng' 
** them : He fpread out a Cloud to be a' 
'1 Covering, and Fire to give theni' Light in 
"the Night-Seafon. He rebuked' the Red-- 
'*. Sea alio, anci it was dried up ; io'heled' 
V them thro' the Deep^astW a WHder'- 
" nefs. At their Defire he.broughfQbails," 
" ^dfiUed them with theBreadof Hfe'awirf: 
■^*'He opened the Rock of "^(one','fo%1ili 
*'. Rivers ran in dry Placei.-V^'^vSithin'a 
^ while fhey for^gat his WotU^, 'ahd ^fei^i' 
'r ed .God , in^ the' rfel^^: ;f iieri'th^; £^ 
** openfed, arid fwillowed up i)^tbah,'^r\<L 
'* covered the Congregation Qf 'j^H^km. 
"They Joined themfelves xihto'Saa/-Pedr^ 
" and provoked him with their own InVeri- 
_**, tions _j fo the Plague was ' great arWbrig 
*: itheqi : Then, being chaftifed, they ttirn- 
" ed.to theirOod. He led them over'^^r- 
." J^ i the. Waters divided tolet,them'pafti 
.'• H« diicomfited tfeei^Bniifliiea^i ''At^lm 
'\ .,".'" ' 'TV ■ ' '"''"' '^"Wbrd, 
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tt ATi« Word tibe S<m abode ia the midft of 
III ' ^^ 

i* Heaven ; and the Moon flood ftill, and 

^ haftod not to go down for a whole Dzfm 
^. So he gave the Kingdoms of Canaan . to 
^^ be an Heritage unto his People ; that aU 
'^ the Nations o£ the Wcx-ld might know 
^' that the Hand of the Lord is. migh^^ 
<( and that they ought fear the^ Losd ran-* 
^^ tinually/' 

Here then we ^, that this vw^ty St -^ 

ries of miraculous Adls recorded in: the Old 

^isj^ament^ being the yeryMedns s>f pr^findng 

zndfeparatirig thclsKA£LiTis,s froqiitiK;/^ 

of Mankind, and at the fame time defigned 

to imprefs them with a lajiing Idea oi the 

uncontroulable 2Lnd immediate Fowerof God', 

were generaHy awakening Inftances of 0/w- 

nipft^nce^ often oLJuftice and Terror,\n the 

Punjfhment of cruel Egyptians, rebelliom 

Jews, and idolatrous JNations. 

In purfuing this vaft Concatenation of 
divine Power thro' the Series of Miracles 
recorded in the New Tejiamenty and wrought 
for the fame End, the Completion of Qfrifir-^ 
dnityy we fhall find them of a very different 
Nature and Con^lexm • Yet flill, adpak*- 
Ijily fuited to accomplifh the fame defigned 
^^nd^,of Prwidetife. For now %ht:F§iln^i 

of 



cf:l*ime^^ come, in wkicfe-die Wiffldin ot^^'^^^ 



the Ddty ordaiiied the immediate EflabyOi-^i^' 



mcnt; of a Religion of : petfeS: Turity and 
boundleis Xm^. According! j, ^e Series^olT 
xmrsicaloiis Ai^&wrought for this great End, 
v^ere fucb as muft natuftUyr/sr^a^r Mankind 
to a fawurabk Reception i>{ Cbrijiianify ; 
were the vtty Image and Tranfcript, exprejQf- 
ed the very Genius of that moft amiable Re« 
ligion they were brought tofiipport and ejla^ 
blijh \ in a word^ were continued Inftances 
of 0/^w^/^;2^f* joined with unbounded C3)a^ 
rityy divine Compajfion^ and Benevolence. 

The Birth of Jesus was proclaimed by 

a glorious Apparition of furperior Bchigti, 

who declared the End of hi^ coming in th^t 

divine Soijg of Triumpb; *^ Glory to God^ 

^' in the higheft, and on- Earth Peace, Gtx)^ 

" Wili ^towards Men!'' His Life was one 

continued Scene of divtw Power,* WifiiimJv* 

and Beneficence. He gave Eyes to ".the 

Blind;- Ears to the Deafy and Feet to.tbif 

Lame i\ • He raifed the Bead to/ Life*; re-?. 

btiked the raging Elements, -and' madd the 

WiiHle and Sea^ obey him. When, tai^tf-f 

fill the Ddtr^es of Heaven ,v and coriipletl^ 

the^ftt:Work of Marl's Redemptiikr^^ ^ 

luhfniiMidl lor ah ^nominbtis Bea;^' ilhn 
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^^genenil Darknffs Mtolvfdi aod fui iEart|h-i{ 
quake ibook, the Ckfi The iaine .Qmoin & 
pbtence byrwhick^he wroiight hisMtrR/Cle^:^ 
raifed hifii' firotn the Grave ^ aivJl'aA^;.arri 
ihort flay oa i BaOh^ diiriog ^ .^iifhfch hff i 
ilrengdiened and cdn^rmiid Ms dd({«n4JPg 
Followers^ tranflatedhim to Heay^p.^ jAmI.. 
novir, a new and unexpeihi Scene ^of^ldiyinft 
and xnicaculous Power ^^f^edjw J^^k|ik^4»>< 

f^ the fuU £ftabli£bm«Pt ipf v<^^ 

Spirit of God came down,^]^ cjwelfo 

the Apoftlesr.lhey^wre.-aljsgygd wift.^ 
the Holy . Gho%r and: ipake - vn^/pxksii 
Tongues, as the Sjpirh: gate then^ UttQEi^ncQi; 
They were invefted with fiipcSrnatuf al Power^ 
tO(hexi>Difeafes ; were Jmpow^red %o jEhrike 
dead 'the deceitful Ananias and.SAppHi* 
R A ; Mid when: imprifoned. wcr^ deliveted 
by the immediate Pland of God. Byrthefe. 
Means> Chriftianity gained a nnmerous 
Train of Profelytes among the JeWs; but 
the great Work of converting the Gc^es 
w<aanot yet begun. To this End the Apoftle 
Paul was deftined ; and converted to 
Ghriftianity by an amazing Ad of fuper« 
natural and divine Power. . In this import 
taat Miiuftry he was frequendy preferved 

by 



ir^ ' Mu$«!t«iiba>'igfiSOiig ^) dhi^:) <S«nttlbs^ . and' 

atid p61id«rd l^atibns of ikH Barth*' . i •■ . 4: 

^ To 'thiV ' irt efiftaste ; €teuft- of Mvidencxy i 

aliiihg frdiH' '^e*- miridialou& Exertioa.ofr 

<^i4iY^ P^eti^ tiri tftiay,^d another ro^Wtr- 

an^tipm of ditm^t#k»^f>4i»M»/(^^^' reodcdedi 
ia 4h)3> Bt^e^'and' delivered ^ in PiRQ^Eci^ 
thro* a Serie^ ^ Agasj < all tienterfngin iiksm 
fatnie Pokiti the l|3reieUingt^V(^i»i^/fl^^ 
of this immemre i^ ofyETi^toiajtd^^^m^. 

the Advti^t, Lifd^'DcBth). aod^iRsfitiireaiba! 
oi^^i^^vim' i ^^»vih«> -himftl£':fiaretpld idtt 
^cdsll>f bi^>Apoftk6^^aini>i^dw GeotHos^ 
aUd'ifbe^lBn^ DiOblutioiiiof !«he|em{kiP<:(e' 
)Mf. ' >'^?%is cattle ter^pafeib>t&e£!bfti;udtHM 
6# the '^i^pU r- Ahd^A»hett,tt:bitieriEiKiny 
f<S^C3i^f^iarih}E'amanptedtdiiiAW vedc^tber 

(^ef )^ly'CiFcu^anc& df tJoioiftbat coulS 

vei^i^Ofyidatibns were' iencmPkoeai^jaa 

-•■:■■ .--*^>.if; v!n:jjj-.:.: :cv; -rl ,pacdi^ak«^ 
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i84 On Revealed KitiGitu 

E 5 ^ A r £apthquakc, and the mad Affidkiits agtidft' 
' OmnipQtence bwied in flic Rttin$. 

From thb mighty XMott^ tfaeMfikiB^ 
ariieth a Proof fimilar to that which we db^ 
tain from the WorJ» of Nitbrcw Form 
in ihefe we fee the Mappiods of the Cretf^ 
tbon intended^ pUmrfd^ isAfroductdj and 
Iron) hence difcover the Agenciy of tb6 
Deitf } fo in the Frogreft and Compkl^Gtai 
of Gbrijiiamty we find a p^valle} Dtfpl^ of 
the divine Attributes : WefeetheAdfonce^ 
ment of Man's Happinefs determined bj^ 
divine Goodness, fldnn^d by drrine Wl^^* 
boM, foretold by divine RNowir£]>6]ft> * m^ 
compHJbed hy divine Power: and henee, ifd 
in Nature^ obtain a full ManifeJlationyPre^fy 
ot Hevelaticft of the De it y. • 

As this feems to be the true Light, in 
which the Evidence arifing from the Scrip- 
tore-Miraclcs onght to be placed, it may 
be proper now to add a few Obfervations on 
what hath been offered on this Subject, 
both by the Defenders and the Adverfaries 
of Cbrtfiianity. 

I. As to the Degree of Proof or Evi- 
dence arifing firom a fngle Mracle in Sup- 
port of any particular Do&rine ; whatever 
Force it may carry, 'tis a Point, which wc 
I are 
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are by no Means at prcfent concerned to de- ^ ^^ '^[ 
termine r Betaufe, as we have Ifees/ in ^^ 
Progrefs of the Chriftkn DiipenfatidQy — 
there is a vail Series 6t Cbain^ all uniting in 
one comoKip Bnd. ' If might be coniidereds 
in the fame Manner, by thofe who write iii 
Proof of the Being of a God, " What Evi- 
^^ dence oi his Being would arife firom t 
'^ fingle Veg^able or Animal^ unconneded 
*^ with the reft of the Creation." But how*. 
ever f^ti&fying a fingle Fad of this Kind 
may be to impartial Minds, it were furel^ 
weak to argue on this Foundation tmJy^ 
while we can appeal to that mighty Unitm 
of Dejignvffhxch appears in the Works of 
Nature. It fhpuld therefore feem, that the 
Defenders pf Chriftianity have generally 
fet this Evidence in too detached and par^ 
ticukr a Light : For tho' the Proof arifing 
from a fingle Miracle, in Support of a par- 
ticular Do(^ine may be of fufficient Force 
to convince an eqiiltable Mind ; yet fare, 
'tis infinitely ftronger and more fatisfaftory, 
if we view at $nce the vrftole Chain of Mira- 
cles, by which the great Schertie of C&r^i- 
anityw^s propagated, as t*(? vaft O^VtS? : 
Becaufe in this VieWj We difeover innumi^* 
raWe Cir?umftances of mutual Relation awl 

jlgreentiff" 



i%6:. Oh iRasfeaki^MiEa^^Um 

Ess A y J^r^hUMt^^^tmlir to tfioftr wiikfarv«^ Vroo& 
"^' o£/inal Caufes in the natural World i 'tht^'* 
wordi^ "we difconrer ^t&at^2i^/a^ ^ iDf^^irr^ 
that Concurrenos of ,&nfiirfta G^;^it/if^l; 
^j97) and Pmoery 'whkb is the ftire Indict* ' 
tion oi the DivmitfJ •' ■ - - ^ rr : - 
II. If in a Difpenfatton thus ' proved: to ' 
be from God by dl tluxfe concnrriilg Sig- ^ 
natures of Divinity; ahy ifiitidektaiCihcum^ 
T^ifw^ • (hould- be focmd^: whkh wsnimM^ 
countable to Imman Rtafm^ -ds the- But 6f 
human Reaibn ta acfuiefct ift thisr ^ftiyfkAwi 
and unknown Part, from :whatiis-:r/M^ and ■ 
known. Becaufe in a Syftem wDHpeaCt^ 
tion plarihed by infinite Wifikim/lrithere > 
nmfi of Neceffity be fomethirig which j&rrVf ^ 
Wifdom cannot comprehend* - This die 
noble Writer allows with Regard* to the 
Works of Nature. " If, faith he/ in. this 
^^ mighty Union, there be fuch Relations of 
•* Parts one to another as arc not eafifiy dif- 
" covered ; if on this Account, the End and 
Ufe of Things does not every Jwdiercap* 
pear, there is w ^W^rr ; fince ^s^indeed 
** no more than ^what niujl happen of 
" Nicejfity, Nor :coulji iliprcme Wifdom 
" have otherwife ordered it. For in an In- 
** finity of things thus relative^ a Mind 

** which 
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i^P^l^tNGE V. tbetelbrQ ^may -be^ evinced^ 

"be prdvediabe a; divine Rcvdi^tionwhichV> 
*Ms not difcoverable b)t httiilanvReafbn ;.* 
**fince whatever is rrcafonablg needs rio Mi- 
" racle to : confirm i^ add whatever is be-^Ji 
^^ yondtlieReackof Reafoncaaiiibt benuden 
** to appear rfc«foimhle by any Miracle vvhat-»v. 
*' focveHJ^ He9cei .Ifay, the Vanity cfi 
this Gayil i^ evident* . Becaufe, as in Nature^ri 
fo in Revelationi v.the fdil Evidence of Dim, 
vinity 13' founded, not. on iingle ^detachedx 
Qrcumflancesy but on. a. mighty Unicn ont 
Concatenation of Fads^i imp^ying>tfa&i^B:x{^t 
perfect: ff^fdomi F&wer^ rtnd Gewkefs, i v ThlA/ 
Foundatkm j^ekiQ once laid^ (if aivjr thing in-n : 
cidental in either Cafe appears utiaocoiAitaAf 
He :aa toit$ End or Uftj^t is naturally ^md ' 
property? involved, or tatoenr in as a Part of" 
this inulimfi Dejign^ which, thr;o!/ it^raA^ 
E^tent;^ muiS: needsi be inemf^^enfibkyXo 
hunu»R€afon^ ■• -.'■.*' u^-.! jr^r .jirn: •• 

IV./^:tQ theObje6tii)n^:"ihat;lV^ 
** dcsitfiay be : WJJoiJ^i)y ihferior: 6rXUb- * 

•Morafijis] P. ii. Uy^ ''"^AnM^ii^Pgiil^by' 

** altern 
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E s « A T cc gjj^j^ Beings :'' This vanKhcs a< once 
_ with Regard to the Cbrifiian Difpenfatidn, 

on the Evidence as here ftated. ^ F6r as the 
miraculous A£ts of Power recorded in the 
Bible were wrought for the Support and 
Accomplifhment of a Difpenfation full of 
Goodnefs and Wifdom^ we have the £ime 
Proof that they were the Work of the^- 
preme God, as we have, that ifafure is fo. 
*Ti8 true, that in either Cafe, for aught 
.we know; inferior orfubaltem Beings may- 
have been commiffioned by the Siipremt^ 
as immediate Agents. But this Poffibility, 
in either Cafe, can be a Matter of no Cori- 
fequcnce to us, while it is mariifeft that the 
delegated Beings, whatever they might be, 
adled in full Subferviency to die Goodnefs^ 
Wifdom, and Omnipotence of the one eter^ 
nal God. 

V. To the noble Writer's Objeftion, 
" that, while we labour to unhinge Nature, 
we bring Confufion on* the World, and 
deftroy that Order from whence the one 
" infinite and perfed: Principle is known ^j** 
—the Reply is eafy and convincing. For 
while the fupernatural Power is dircdlcd to 
' advance the Happinefs of Mankind, ' 'tis fo 

5 Moral, P. ii. § 5. 

far 
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iv. Sfovpk dpftroying any Pnoisiple from ^ « c t. 
whence the one perfeift Being is known 5 ,,„,^..^ 
t&»t|^ on the contrary, it fives us flill 'dearer 
tsA, jsjkor^ facisfyii^ Notices pf the divine 
Providence. 'Tis ailowi^ oo all Handfl^ 
ihat .diero are Imperfc(3uons in jthe Crea- 
ijiW ; And tbo' there may be, aij^ doubtlefe 
iftre, good Rjei^ons ttnknofirn to us« why 
theie iQ)Ottki ott ia e^ery In^nc^ be M>- 
xnoved hy a {mrtiguiac £icefti(M c^ iv^w^ 
tural ^ower ; yet when tibe 4ivin« WifdoMi 
i^% ji^ thus to i»ti^pc^, for ^hp forther AdU 
vancement qf his CFtiatipre's Hafpincfi^ 
ran ai;^ thing he nunre irratioRal thuo to 
fay, dMit '' this is hfS^ing C^nfufiw m ihr 
« WerWr: Thie.<>»jy<Qi£fla<^ 
'' Mappin^^ ih*U b^.-iioilfK^ ibr the iftke 
^^ of a prerfeftabli/hed Lmov orn pre-^ciAia^ 
^^ bli(hed Law be fu^nded for the fake of 
'' B^nefsT* . lo ocher Words, whether 
Pt?«i?r.ihall be fub&cijieqt ta G$odnefs, or 
.Gcpdn^sykidtoPimer? A Queftion which 
no found "Theij/i can be left at a Lois to 
•anfwer. As therefore the EKertion of dfr* 
viiJl Power, in Nature, is for the Prp- 
dudtipQ of Happpu^^ the miraculous Exer^. 
tion of Power, for the further jidv^ncfmetft 
of Man's Happinefs, is fo far from " bring-, 



U 



c( : 



ing. 



^ '^' " Chaos and Atoms of the Atheiftst OK:Ufi^. 

v-^Vi. WathWTj this. cipparefitSiaWb^ 
eacy {e^thefl>&%i» of : Wifdom aikk O^oi^ 
nfi[^,.aIl)AfKX)»nts>cf:miraci)lou8 FadUfngtQft 
Ijj^ feig^hly' inttpr<j>bftbltt ;. JSewwfe.ve^rl^ 
no Rfaifon to i believe ;that Ktbe Dfil^r ^mli 
cy^r counfceetdb th« rtofy^ifhed :UnpsA:.q£ 
Nature ; unlefs . fot > the! Sake of v od^fHlatig- 
dl^ Happvae^ of. bi&.'Cileattires. ■• o^{ /J 

. Vn. <)it thb.Atxottnjt,:iti6ftof tbep]^^ 
tended Mkacle^racocded in the.i£2MA&/E^. 
Story, are. liighly improbabk. For it doth: 
not appear^ they, were ever faid to have 
been wrought in iny Series or Chain : they 
never were directed to the AccompIi(hment 
of any one End^ thro* different Periods of 
Time: Were frequently far from being 
beneficent : Seldom accommodated even to 
any rational Purpofc^ but generally, mere 
pretended Afts of arbitrary and tdnmeaning 
Power. Thus they are effentially diftin* 
guiibed from theScupture Miracles j and 
are utterly deftitute of that internal 

Evidence 



Eviihnt^'^v/hldh itU^fiik feom 'mVnion of Sb c r. 

^ VIII/ Uekce wd may ileirly diicover 
tfi^jRialibd^ why the wifer ifeathens ridi- 
culed the yif^x, -eveA ' to^a Proverb^ for 
tiMfj^ti4\^g^nt llegaixl t^ They 

k^iivrOt^ir ouiiti.WBe4^$^i/ 'and irratio^ 
rial V this^^ k c^m^ :>pT8V^))ted them frclm ejo- 
quking' mcB^din^'&al Nature of the ^vijb 
Mirdcl^/4ifld^a(^tlle &me Time, led them 

aSib^itlgfttd tetwb^hlirr their own. " " 

IX. BuTotiithrEvidbtiCea^he^^ifatedy 
thr/$(^Ip^i^^Mirdde6 becomlsr even /ro^^;- 
^;3^ iroki ^'fhe C^r<ii»l^ance$ ilndef' which^ 
th4y^a* re&rded^o -A<[^thfty arfe^bfehefkscnti^ 
Ai^&i€if ^^ Pm)\j^^AY^4}i'^^J^ p^ 

f tAI dffll(^(^^ ft ishfghif 

impl?feteb'& Isthat^ihi^^ ' ^ifpeoikudn could 
hfiV^i)cm^mpBte^^ 'M^\^ i» inrymehfe J^ari^ 
ety o9'Cik^m^mi^smihoi}^{uGh aA {muie-^ 
dmelnl^P^vn of 'divine P^er. ' • ' 
> X^^ And 'W^w: w6 :fl^Il ipliiiftly^^^^^^f^ the 
Realbh why "wep r«je<fV the : -Aocourils of 
Miracleipgiven^ by Heaifieft'Wfkm, white 
we bdliieve the bthcf Parts of their Story 1 
and y^' cannot reje<5t the Jewijh and G6r//^ 

U z tian 



1S.^%A Ttian IVI^raqles^ withouit receding at the fame 
^' Time the whxyle Hiftpry m \i«rhich they arc 
"contained.. For in the fir/i Cafe, as ihe 
T^ir^es^l^tffekjsy unmeaning^ zn^ uncm^ 
n0edyWAh the reft df the FadSi k appears 
thj5y are jn^erdy poUtical. But the Jewijb 
9Qd>Cj&rsil?//^ Miracles an eiSentia] 

Part;j9f ;thc revef:al Events related; they 
^ %ongly cpnneded wjth ^s great His- 
tory-^/ Provxpence, and arp indeed /ib 
wry Means by wlpch Prtmdenft. cooppleted 
its gracipus Pi^/;^, /* the EflbabliflMncnt 
*^of Chriftianity/* We cann9t ,there^re 
rejeft thejtc'J97/r47ar/(?ia Accounts without re- 
jci^ng aH the tuttural Events with whtdi 
they arc thus intiniately interwoven : And 
dih we cannot do, without dcftroying evecy 
received Principle of Afient, and fhaking 
the Faith of all ancient Hiftory • 

I cannot conclude this Argument with- 
out tranfcriblng a noble Paflage from the 
Book of Wifdom^ where feveral of thefe 
Truths are finely illuftrated : And which 
may convince us, how juft an Idea the 
Jews eatertained of miraculous Interpoftion^ 
beyond what their Enemies have induftri- 
oufly reprefented. The Writer, after re- 
counting the ftupendous Chain of Miracles 

wrought 



and CnieiiTtANi^ri"^ ^^j 

wrought for the I>cliveraiice of the thoien S b ,c t*- 
People, concludes thus. ' " In all things, 
*^ O Lord, thou haft niagnified and glori* 
** fied thy People, and haft not defpifed to 
^' affift them in' every Time and Place, -^ 
*^ For cvefy Creature in its KXrsdt was fii*^ 
^* ihictaed a-new, and ferved in their avm 
y Offices enjoined tbem^ that thy' Childrei^ 
•* might be kept without Hurt.-^For the 
" things of the Eaarth wcr6 changed into 
^^^ things of the Water, and Ae thiiJgthat 
** did fwim went upon the C^c^hd. The 
^ Firrf' had Power in the 'Water, contrary 
** to hk own Virtue;, -afnd the Water fergat 
^ his own Kind to quench.^ Thas th^ 
*** Elements were cbanged'^mon^ thicmielveij 
<^'by iKind of Han^iHo^yj as when one ^un^ 
^^ is changed xv^n ixi It^rume^ of- Mufic, 
" and /i>^ Mekdy fiilT remaineth^ ^^ 
' THtfs he nobly exprciHeth xht Subprvi^ 
'ency of the Elemetatw the dhohie Wilt : 
And under the Image of a mufid^ Inftru- 
nient, which the £kilfuiMafter>x^^, 'cbaHg^i^ 
'\ndi direSis to the (Ste^ Purpofe ^^r*&w, 
'^he aptly and teau^iully ''ftJpjfcJSim 
Vfhole Creation as min/irument iii th^ Hai^ds 
of Gop, which he or dersy variety' m^cot^ 
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E CT. His VI'NG viritotfe^ Ac- Scriptife 
V Mrdtffs irbtK the ' iibbfe .^r'rtfer V-Obfecp. 




denced vK>xaccottiJ>ti/hed vMM^^"--^^ 
have deftroyed the ehicf ¥M(fefte^o}i 
which hlsXbrdflilp hath^^ati?f^pfa3%^ 



naturally offers itfclf next to ouir Cbhfi^eta- 
tion- As this is the noble Writer's favo\iriifc 
Topic, we may reafonably exjieft to fee 
him fhinc in it : And in one Refpex^ iricfced 
he does. He never touches oh the Siibje<9:, 
but he rifeth above himfelf^ His Im&gi* 
nation kindles; he catches ih6 Fire he de- 
fcribess and his Page glows with all the 
Ardors of this high Paffion. 

It will, I prefume, be unhecefl&ry to 
make any Remarks on the large and emi- 
nent Lift of Enthufiafts, Poets, Orators, 
Heroes, Lcgiflators, Muficians, and Philo- 

fophers, 



PlATo. He nMV^qJl them A&Siffifif VV 
it feem good to him ; and may juilly ranK" ' 
himfelf in the Number toOj if by that 
Name be andet-ilood lio'more/- than a Man 
pi uncosimon Strength or V^acmt]^ 9^ Ima- 
gination} for -this,,, iodeed is,t^e ,r^'qiiifite -' " 

ji^O^ndation of Elj^^t^J^^ce,, in; any of .th? 

CjhaiaiaKP )»erejB|jlMne^lcd. , 

. , .Tfi^.,0DlyCircmn|Va9<;^ we are concern- 
^ calmly to exaaM;i,e^, is that of religious En- 
fhttfiafin.i Cbiflfly,,^ point out the effential 
^^jifiss „ jmd. C)i«r»aeriftics which dif- 
tmeiiff' ll»!(x<mdi,Vf/l4lifQiiration : Hence 
jto.pr^ve^.that ouf Sirfimr S""* ^ ■'^flfth 
\yfre -|^9t reUgims Enth^u^!,, as the nptils 
.^Krute^juthfuffiefted. ;,^^, .,; ^ 

*Xi' i*ndced» "»jf „ his. ^ X^rdpiip obferyes, 

" .i» greiit Work to judge (>f Spirits^ wfeemes 
',' they be, of God.,", We fliail wm^gjx 
join \im')s\ this Priiiciple,;^^, ^'.',that^i^,oi^ 
■^der tR,i)s,Eiid, .^,j!.,ipuCf(n?«ei6nUy 
"judge Qur own,|pifjt^wK|t|5r it,|§;,|| 
" Reafon or fo^lid .Sfe^^ff^ . ,^rep ^pf 'eKe^ 
" ^yil^ipg Paffioq, every,^icldy Vappur^'o^ 
•.' qselifflfholy Fmn^j .JThis, is'i^^^ft 

•MtSWlefee^ ante,vioH« J»j'sffiS°%?' ■ 
i^wdes%n4. ,(^r/^Se,,,,^(J,,|ppw w^ , 
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Ltl^ratk:? Tber both fc^TC the 
X?^-7 :V cfcer Otn^cr : acd colifeqiieiitly 
iR:r^ bcth Ere iKcsAd irith a cicFoat Turn 
of MincL Ttcj auil bc«> be I'objed to 
ftrorg led ocoioal Imprcffioo^ ; the one 
Jupematurai\ tbci>*hcr fr^^matwat^ that 
is, beyond the ordicaFV Efibrts cf Nature, 
iho' really produced by Nature j /A^ , thro* 
Aek oncommoD Force, will often r^femUe, 
tnd not eafily be djftiiigui|hed-4rom /ii^ 

which 



wfakb^re ^ teak EfkA ^ fi^^emti^ 
Power, tim Ckcmqilancc dd[ecves ^au^paiw 



ticul V AttM^tkxi : £or thcfe^ two jQuaUties 
ip^faid^ $rf^ common, to- bolby have ipdoced 
VMLfsyAo f€^9St the YVfy'^^^tkjn-Qf jdiviiie 
Infpiratioii, as mere Endiii^iaiii^:^ .Whorcas 
we kty ihat^ f»ppo&^ foch a thing as di* 
vine Infphfatkrh^ it cannot but nimble £;•- 
thujiafm ^ theft two Charadrears. - 
- 6urt:th<>' ft were4|Faoge, 1!^ Cowtttrfeits 
did not hit ofif fonie F^ture^of their genuine 
Origifkds^ fet it weic more ilrac^ i£ 
they (houtd be able to adopt them aU, bj 
tfuch a per fedi Imitati0n a%^ prevent their 
being detected. 

T%[EK£ are, therefore, iecpndlyy other 
Circum^nces in whicb Entbufia^ hath 
^ene^aUy attempted a farther ReTemblance 
of divine Infpiratim^ but ia theie hath al- 
'j»9iy% betrayed itidi fpw^m^s. 
r The fifft of this Kbd is, '' A Pretence 
^^ to, and Perfnafion of the Power of work* 
^^ ing Mhack^y- This Pc^rfuafioa ^av^ 
s^eds \k natural feo Jl>e£nthufiaft ^ rj^^?^^ 
he inaagines himfelf in is^L tbings-higl^y 
fai^ouMl^ of Hwven : The Notion of- a 
ComsaiinicfttioB oidwiw Power will there* 
ibre be Antopg the diief of ImD^iiri^t. 
J In 



fTimifc QC'iOtfacr iJbfiCII iifttfid lit hg JBnAnli 

'• wHi iiwf X f wf? * F ™ nil k ™ o fflfffff JWi^ i w WiS^ 

&ftlvk the* Ei&^'-i>£iaJiefltcidJuBMnMidonL 
That they have alwajrs fiulc4 in U|f^:^ 

of Religion, that wc ntxd.m,pjM^sf^ 
tbeoi. , On the coptrary^w^h^vft fe^^^ 
Miracjes of tbj; Gofpcl, jairc K0iffi^)^^^^ 
ficefif^ united in one ,grca| £|»jf^ lfflf#>38r 
ed \xioxtNuml«rSr befoc^ Evmies^ ^Wf^ 
ed by Eye-fFii/iefes, . Hi$ ;I^i#»ip^iff^^ 
obje^ oi: infinuale^ . th^ ^pT^f^i)a^>/Q{f 
even of. %e-Witpe0es cann9(>i|i tyf^^^J^jip 
be a foundation, for A£ent, xtv^ t^ ^RW 
th^m to bayf hceo , " frei? h9U»,>%jlft/^y 
*^ partlipuJ^r Enth,a0afqi, an4^ g^nj^^j^m 

I^^fl^ef.of theQoip?!^ ^^,lH»^.4|iBwy 
were converted by th^, from their ior(ner 

Prgujlices ; 



J . ' j# 



mfftin>' lifd'attehoFp aM"^n«Wfiafmriiaft 
fi^er prbdbciP^c^iiliftfefte 'Viflbns/ "Rir'a 
i»h)bf tfia^^%a^!i)tuWrMffdeles artf hot of 

thisT?JaVfi?4 ^e ' apl^f t^' "^^^^ **^' ^^** 
d1r6kdy^faia'oik'th?^Bbbje<»irt^pi*eceddiS^ 

BuT'/tfiche is "tf»(#-;f*iiraduto\Js Gift* '/i5? 
G//if of'tdn^uies, WKicKhal^'thbi'e generally 

rafioh.^ '* Wt^hi^e iff ftcedulft <^ this Kitttl 
l-i^dVd^a^B'hbfy Will*. ^ -l^hU tfes Accottrtt 
tE^"?W6fe WHtefhath thought it es^pedfeni 
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ftaWl^^oT^ J0^«ci8^, arid naturar» 
Mi^//# T<^*tKI^Pd?|61^/ 'Kavli^ (Jbfefi»VHd 
ffbtil* BCr/MbfeE-r^tfi^ '-^''tlife^T^biir^'aHi 
''^FuW«' of MblaHchaiyJiiai^ake bf the-mi 
\Sjfc4''6PWinh'r' ^'ll^te, »"Ontf"rtti^ht 
^eol^ea!tk=fe*tifii'^iferfie; 'tKk th'if irikficlbus 

' ' ' '"^ "verfcd 






jtjo On Revise J R* t-it row 

£ s s A T <« vcrfcd in this PHilofojp!*^ • whdi tlity &:i; 
' " phlflically objeded a^^iaft the ia^^xireht 
Faroe bf the divine SpHiit i^caking^ Ui i}i* 
vers Languages, and attrilnited k/'to rM 

iinuated Ch^e, he tells iis of '' A ^^ 
** tleman who has^^t latdy m'Befe^ce oi^ 
*• revived Prophecy, and :hag^ fince falleti 
" hinifelf into die propbMfcEcfbtfes:^^ Thcf 
noble Writer adds, •* I favr biiii hitelj^ti^ 
der an Jgitation (as diey call it) titti^hig 
Prophecy in a pompous £tBfhf StyU^ ci 
^' which, out ofhis Ecflafy, It/fe^ 
*^ li wJboIIy incapabU^.^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^^ '' 

Here we inay fee, how ready lf<M^ 
People are to ftrain at a Gnat^ and yet fvMl« 
low a Camel. The noble Writer ridiculies 
the Gift of Tongues from divine 'Jbifpir4r 
tiofiy as abfurd and impoffible : "Yet he be-» 
lieves, you fee, or affeSis' to believe, that 
this Man could fpeak Latin by the fole Forge 
of Imagination and Entbufiafm. A com- 
pendious Method this, of learning Langua<» 
ges! I have fome where met with 4 very ra«^ 
tional Remark, That whereas it Was charge 
ed by Festus upon St. Paui^, ** that 
*^ Learning had made him mad^** this No» 

^ Mifc. ii. § 2. f Let. on Entbu. § 6. 

txoa 
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^ <?HRI«T.l/V»fT,T.. .0 301. 

tloij inserts the Charge j ilaf .tho^ *y^^ ^ V^ T' 
.$5ut Wiping Iw 



€^{)ff of iV)ff;jgli06 . froiH (s!a^ pr-jLQiftof 
Tongaes ifroto Mekifcbo^ ; .,^|i^ oar Part to 
^pnr rbp efknu^a 0ianu^r^(^ Piftindioii 
I^etw^ea the Reaiitf pf (7/2e»iii4 thf Pretences 
of the ^/i(«rjy ^aw -^his irill ajppeat jnoft 
evident^ if ^^ p^^a^iafe ttiepa^ b^- n their 
Manner ^ and tjicif j&ii/. As to ^ Marnier 
of this zifze; pr^e fling Se&^ : the noble Wri- 
ter hicoifelf tdU ««, It wa$.tbat of Ecjiafy 
and Convuifim ; and that':be,(aw this Gen- 
tljeman under ^ Agitffion when he had the 
G//? ^ ^ofjgues. As to &c:Bnd pretended 
in this (niracu1/tM]$ G^ ; k appears there 
was really none ; For die fompous Latin 
Style was uttcrod aijoiong a People who, in 
^enend, underftood the Englijh Langnage 
only ;, It could ^erefore ferve to no mtimal 
iFurpofji:. On the contararjs it appears that 
e miricttloos Gift of Tories conferred on 
eApofttes, w^ rational both in it> Man- 
ner and it's £W, Thcrf is not the leaft 
.Hipt of it's having been attended with Ecf- 
i(^s<^ Convul/ionsi iiay^ it appears from 

the 
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30*1 Oh Rev&akd^iBiA 6wk 

£ s s A T the Accotitf^ tbat it t^d no? haVe bebar A. 

^" attended; Arid ifp6to the Octi^ it ijppietiiir' 

how pro^r it Wiw; with Regard to it's ':£«</;' 

The Recital is noble and mtkif^l :"'• Let ' 

itanfwer for itfelf.. ^ Aiid'ihei«6r^^»itf« 

• 

^« dwelling iat Jcreftlemi JiM^i' ^v6«rt' 
'^ Menout oieve^Natitm under HeSvien^*^ 
^ And they were all aoiiKEled, ^diri9SVeUted» 
'f faying one to SLndth^r; ;Beboldi-'ire *£l€it' 
''all thefe which' rpeak,:Gtf^^^ig-Afl^ 
' how hear \9t€very MoftlviMf^hi^^^m^^' 

wherein we Were bom ?' Parfbidnii" itid 
' Mtdes, and Elamitet, the I>vi^It^rt^^i^;Mr^ 

fipotamid^ and m JWi^tf , iU>d (itiMiiiddcfa^ - 

'* in P^»/»i and j^tf, Phrygia iA^< t^iiin 

' phylia^ in £^^//, and in the Parts btLii^a' 

^ about Cyrene : And Striangers ^f Rame^^ 

'* y^wj and Profelytes, Crefes and yir/ibmns', ' 

* we do ^^^r /^;;/ J^<?^i^ ^^ ^^ Tongues 

^ the wonderful Works of God /** How juft 

an Effort of divine Power! whidi fhould 

at once give InJiru5lion ttf thofc who mofi 

wanted it 5 and be the natural Means of 

conveying and dtfperfmg the glad^ydings ^ 

of the Go/pely to every Nat ton imdtr Heaven! ^^^ 

It fliould feem probable, therefore, that the- 

Men who ^' mocked and faid, thefe Men are 

*• full of new Wine/' were the h'^^'ives of 
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v^( t)^ Afi^^s u^jiefeear^vil^ Imagine 

w||^^t^ftfib<»^it| feayfi,Qft«8| pfptcnded'to- 
rejfesn^^lblp .i^vinelyairipir^ is " the Gift 
** ojf j^oplieCf ^" ' Whi^hi-indeedjisriomore 
tl)9t>atH>th^iKlnd* of; Miracle.- 'In this top,' 
£n|iiup$a£[}i ' ^KKh-' • always betrayed itfelf. 
Fvik, <ajD^ {M^iQcipaUy, with regard to the 
Event. The fiseqaent Attempts of thi$ Kind, 
aod. theii; jperpecual Failure, need not here 
be enumer^t^ : They are known fufficiently. 
This cannot \^ charged on the Apojiles with 
the leafli Appearance of Reafon : For it is 
a Gift they hardly ever pretended to. Our 
Saviour indeed foretold many and great 
Events — the Defcdion of Peter j his own 
SufieringSy Death, Refurre<5tion, and Afcen- 
fion i the Defcent of the Holy Spirit, the 
; Perfccution 



3o6 On Revealed Keli 6 loi^ 

E s s A V for in Reality, this pretended RefemWance 
^ ' is utterly fidtitious. There is not the Icajft 
Hint in Scripture, that any of the Perfons 
mentioned as true Prophets, were ever fiib* 
jcdt to thefe Ecjiafic, amvulfhe Motidds, 
which the enthufiaflic Gentleman and his 
Tribe were always feized with. As to the 
Regulation made^ by» the Apoftk Paui ; 
whoever confults the Place ^ will find, there 
is no Mention made oi EcJiafieSiConvu^&ns^ 
or extraordinary bedily Motiem. And 'tis 
clear, that our Saviour always deU/vered his 
Propha:ies on 6very incidental Oecafioft^ 
under all the common Carcumfiances of Im- 
man Life; calm^ ferene^ aiid wiUti uHaffe&eJ 
Deliberation. So that the whole Charge is 
ahold, continued Falfehood, void of Truth, 
and even the Appearance of it. 

Indeed^ from the Inftances which the 
noble Writer cites from Virgil and Livy, 
'tis evident that the old heathen Pretenders 
to Prophefy were afFedicd in the fame con- 
vulfive Manner, as the modern Chfijlian En- 
thufiafts. His Lordfhip might hive cited 
twenty more from ancient Writers. And 
what can be rationally inferred frorh them ? 
What but this — " That this convuljhe 

** I Corinth, ch. xiv. 

" Agitation 



and Christianity! -3x37 

S^ Agitation of the bodily. Organs is a Glf- S^^ ^ T- 
*' cumftance that tS^&MsWy .betrays Enthu- ' , 
^^Jfaf^s and diilinguitheth it from the real 
;* Infpirations recorded ifi i&e?/)^ Tf^it*'* » 

Thess are the Circumftances in whick 
Enthufiaftn will gcnQislly feemtorefexnik 
real Inifpiratton : tho* on » nearer Scrutiny, 
thefe very Circunaftances will always ^lete^ 
it. We Qome now to .enumerate thofe other 
Qoalities peculiar to Enthofiafin, in which 
it bears no Refemblance to divine Infpirar 
tion, and in which they are, at firft 
View, dearly diftingHiflied from each 
other* And here it is remarkable^ 'that, as 
the noble Writer dwells on the firmer ^ fy 
be icarce evei: t^ucheiow the& following 
Charaders of clear Sfiit0jii^f •: This pecu- 
liar Gondu(ft^can hardly be judged accidenr 
tal : For a Man of Wit can eafily improve 
a partial Refemblance into a 4icmpUte one : 
But to have added other FeatureSy oi al^fo- 
lute Dijfimihrityy would have weakened the 
Ukenefsy and confequently have di%raced 
the intended Reprefentation. 

The chief Qualities, which clearly, and 
at firft View, diftinguifli Enthufiafm from 
divine Injpiration^ I find enumerated by the 

X 2 fine 
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E 8 8 A y fine Writer of the Letter on St. PauPs Cott' 

in 

' verRm. Thcfe arc, " Heat of Temper, Aft- 
" lancbolyy Credulity ^ Sfslf -Conceit^ and 7^- 
^^ norance'' So far as thcfe relate to St. 

« * • * • < ■ ■ 

Paul, the Reader is referred to the excf L- 
lent Work here cited. 'Tis our Part to 
confider them as they may zSt(X our Soi- 
viour, and the reft of his Apoftles. And a 
brief Confideration may fuffice : For all 
(except the laft) are fo repugnant to their 
ehara(flers,.that the very Menttpn of then[i 
refutes the Imputation. 

With Regard to the firft of thefc Qua- 
lities^ ** uncommon Heat of Temper,'* *tis 
of all others mod abhorrent from otjir Sn-^ 
mour*s Charadler. He is every where fedate, 
cool, and unmoved^ even under the moft bit- 
ter Circumftapces of i?rovocation'; He 
.every where appears a perfedt Model ^f 
Benevolence, Mecknefs, and mild Majefty. 
The fame Temper generally prevails amoqg 
hi$ Apoftles : More particularly we may 
- pbferve of the Evangelifts^ who arc the //»- 
^ mediate Evidences^ that in their Writings 
. ; diey difeover the mofi perfe<5t Coolnefs. Had 
they been of a fiery Difpofition, they had 

; 'Sec Dr. Law's Uk of Chrj^: Where his Charaaer 
is defcribcd at large. 

hot 
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norfailedP to load the Enemies o/theiif^'E^tfT: 
crucified Lord; with the bittereft fj^rr^fj^^ 
'With as little Reafon can Mebtncholy be 
charged' on the Founders of Chriftianity. 
Our Saviour came, '* eating arid drinking ?* 
So entirely open^ unreferved, mdjhcialy that 
he was branded by his EneniTcs, as iz JPnV/w/ 
vf Publicans a/id Sinkers. Another <?ir- 
cumftance, fefelides the Paffioh for Solitnde^ 
hath ever diftinguilhed Afrib^rjfoi^ That 
is, '* an Over^Fondnefs and Dejire tojiiffer 
" in the apprehended Caufc of Truth, bc- 
" yond the jiift and rational Ends of Suffer^- 
** ing" Now this is diairietfically oppbfitc 
to the Charader of' 6ur Saviour and his 
Apoftles: For even fksi^s himfcif was^^in 
an Agony at the Apprchenfibn of his -ap- 
proaching Sufferings, Scr fer wefe^ his DiA 
ciples from being tainted with this Mdah-^ 
clioly, that they difcovcred umkaiiiy F^r-, 
:for fbey all forjook himand jkd Tis^ee, 
they afterwards endured Ac fevereft"T[Vkls 
with unfliaken Coriftancy ; yet ftiH^" with 
• the refigned Spirit of Martyrs ; nottheB^i^- 
nefs ^nd /anatic Vaitnts oi i\\\nwfn'Bn^ 
ihufiafls\^ •• •- ■'-- • 

'For a-rcmarJcable laflance of this, fco-aStory re- 
lating to Savanorol a. CharaSf. Mifc.n,,^..ip in the 
Notes. 

X 3 The 
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Essay The Charge of CreduBty hath no better 
' Foundation, To our Saviour hknielf it is 
in it's very Nature utterly hurppticaUe. His 
Difciples have been often charged with Cre^ 
duhty. But on impartial Examinodcn it Will 
appear, that the Charge is groondlefs.' Fdr 
this is an unvarying Circumftance in the 
Credulity of an Enthufiaft ^* diat k nevrr 
*^ admits a Doubt/' But it k evident fh>m 
the united Accounts of the GdCpd^Hiitory 
that they often, nay always dotdtei of our 
Saviour's De^tb^ tbo* him&lf foretold it. 
'Tis equally evident, they not only doubted 
of, hot almoft difbeheved his Refhrrediod, 
tin overcome by irrcfiftiblc Evidence. Thcfe 
Circumftanccs afford another collateralProof, 
that the Apoftles were not Enthufiafts : Bc- 
caufc it is effentially of the Nature of En- 
thufiafm, " to run on headlong in the open 
•^ Channel of the Firji ccuceiied Opinion.'* 
^ow 'tis evident, they changed their ji&^ 
Opinion concerning the temporal Dominion 
of Christ, into the firm Belief of his Death ^ 
RefiirreStiony and fpiritual Kingdom : Wc 
cannot therefore juilly charge them widi 
that Credulity^ which is the Charad:eriflic 
of Entbu/iafm\ 

f Sc9 this Poiiit treated with great Particularity of 

The 
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The next Circumilance, Sejf'Qmcftt^ Sect. 
which hath ever been one of the iDoft dif- 
tioguiilung Qualities of Enthuiiafrn^ is io 
diftant from the Cbarader of Jesus and 
his Apa^Sy that it hath never^ I belie ve, 
been laid to* their Charge. The Enthufiaft 
is perpetually boaAing of immediate Can-^ 
verfe and Communication with the Deity ; 
and overflows with a Contempt of all» who 
are iiot of his own Syftem. In our Saviour 
we difcover the mofl unfeigned Ifi//;?////^ and 
Compa^Qnitowsa:ds all Men. When urged 
to.ibew his Pretenjions to a divine Miflii>n, 
£b far is he from refolving them into in^ 
ward Feeljjigii Lnpulfes^ or Notices from 
God (the conftant Pradice of every Entbu* 
fiaA) that, on the contrary, he calmly ap- 
peals to his Works and Dofh'ines ^ ; adding, 
in a Strain the Reverfe of all Entbujiafm^ 
that V in what we bear Witnefs only xb 
*.' .ourfekes, our Wimefs cannot be efla- 
r^ bliihed as a Truth ^'' The fame Turn of 
Mind. appears in the Apoflles. They affedt 
no Superiority themfelves^ nor exprefs or 

Proof, in a Pamphlet intitled, *' A Difceurfe ftovhg 
« thtttthttApofiles were m Enthufiafts:' By ACum^^ 
S T. P. 

'MaU vii. 1 5. "John v. 31. 

X 4 difcover 
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H ; A xdifqpycj: any Contempt ox fpirititalPritld 



^ with Regard to . others. 



, The laft QgsJity opmmon to Enthnfisftsy 
i^x!l(i2XQi Ignorance. This hath Veen £>me*' 
tiipes icrharged on pur Saviour himfelf t oftea 
on bis Apofiles with an Air of Triumphi 
But io it is^ ihzX feeming Otje^itms^^vA 
Truth become ofb^n ihQ.Jlrongeft BvfJencf 
in 3upport of it* This will eoainQntly ap>!^ 
pear in the^.prefent Cafe^ if we. coniidcr 
*' that Ignorance w Wa^t of Letters, v^bea 
^' joined with Enthufiaim, muflbi always 
^\ produce the moit inct^Jient yifions, 
*\wbimfical ConduQiy ^d pernicious Docr 
V trines." Thefe Ejgefts, Ignorance zxA Sn^ 
thujiafm have wrought wherever they ajp- 
peared, in every Age and Nation. Nor cttQ 
it indeed be other wife: For a lettered En- 
thufiafl may be fuppofed to have an /n/a^- 
.nal Balance^ which mufl in fome Degree 
counter a^ ahd regulate his Vifions ; while 
the unlettered is fubjedl to no Controul, but 
muft becqrne the Sport and Prey to the ^- 
/ir/W Flights of an unreined Imagination. 

Now, that the Apoftlea and Evangelifts 
were unlearned^ mufts needs be granted: 
And tho' the noble Writer hath taken upon 
him to deride them on this Account ; yet 

this 



ir^a^GHft^VtiANiT*.^" 313 

tbisVeryGifcumftance, dothpafred^^ ^ t* 

Condud: and Writing^, clears thciii at once ' . 
fi!Ot» '^ the Change of Enthufiafm. So for 
were the3^ from tb* Jfc^'wV?^ bf this Paffion, 
ccxamon to all igntn'ant Enthufiafts, that we 
may drfy the Enemies of ChHJHanity to 
produce any Iiiftance either of Speech or 
Praftice, that hath the fmalleft Tinfture of 
Extrak)agawe. Their Condud was regu- 
lar attd exeinplary ; their Words were the 
Words vfTrutbaiulSobernefs. 

As to the Gfea^ of Ignorance againft 
otir^ Savictof , \%ht Enemies of Chriftianity 
have been more cduticmt Yet it hath been 
infinuated. And indeed; that he had not 
the common Aids of human Learnings is 
not only ackncwkdgedy but inftjied on. Could 
ignorant and bthid Enthufiafm then have 
produced th^ fublinae r^ilr^g-Z^tt^ jD(7^r/>^i and 
imral Precipts which the Evangelifts have 
recorded from his Mouth ? With as much 
^Truth it might be affirmed that the Crea^ 
Hon i% fhe'Ptoduce of Chance. With Reafon 
then may we aflc the noble Writer this 
"Qoeftion) "Whence then had this Man 
^^facbJFifdoni, fteing he fpake as never Man 
.'•^■^ £pakeT' And the Anfwcr fure is one only, 
*" That ^as' it was ndt from Man^ it muft 
J ) , « have 
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£« 5 A r<< have bern from God/' Fotctbi the Ei 

mief oi Chnttiaokv hive faom Witncft to 



it's ExcelLeooe, even when they mtcndcd Id 
difgrtice it: While with tfraitk& Lafaodr 
they have attempted to proie, ^ that ihe 
'^ moft exalted Truths and Precepts c£ the 
^' Gcfpel may be iaaiA fcatiered aoicngthe 
^^ Writmgs of the beatbeu Sages.^' 

From thefe concurrait CirciimflanGCSy 
therefore, we obtain a foil mUnml Prxmfj 
that the Founders of Cbriftiaoity . woe not 
Enti^aftsj as the noble Writer hadi^ hy 
the moft laboured and repeated . Tafimmti o n s, 

attempted to reprefent ^icm. .^ U'^i^ 

J ■» -. - 

SECTION VI. 

Sbct. since therefore we have appealed 
to the religious and Moral Dorarines oi 
Cbrijiianity^ as a concurrent Proof of it's 
divine Original; it will be nece£&ry now to 
examine what the noble Writer hath '■ al- 
ledged or luggeftcd againft this mofti^^- 
iial Part of our Religion* 

And firft, it appears from the genoral 
Torn of the CbaraBeriJlicSj that the noble 
Author regards religious Efiablijhments as 
being quite at a diftance from Pbilofopby 

and 










^^ fltfTv^r and Fmrwr^xtt^ z£ ^ ^" naar iKse 
''iDlentDd bjr Ac Aainaa ^ at, a. sk 
other Stic, VkZoic^tj hsd s& tot 2 
Courfe, and wtt prsoi^'gg 2^ ^ 
^' againft SmpaSkooKL^-^Tk^iissta 
'' haj^nly Iniafioed ; &cj£s sdC far K4. ^ 
^ Learning and Sckocc isaahed. W^ 
^' derfiil was tiic Hanaecr J&i Ti 
^^ which arafe fenm ail ihffr fiprrywraigag* j^ 
Such therefore faeiag kb Lfintbap'^ Haca ^ 
a ^i:^/rV Relighn, whkh he cszr frryc;^ l& 
prii:ate O^MHfm asd Kbikibpayr^ 'tti^ scr 
Wonder he iboikd ^T^rmra^ uxtV^£^T dt 
Chriftiamqr^ wludi proBateci t^^ aZi kr^P!c>- 
£dyiee, ^^thatthej ibscIlkDcw t^ i>a^ 
'' md the Tr«fa fiisbl imke &a&//»/' 
1 But Qotwididaiidifi{[ tiae r>^.Me \Vntc?^;i 
Partialife^ to theSy ftem c£ aacact P^giaai ^ 
which he had deejdy irohBbcd ^om hisfi^ 
miliar Convcrle with azuitnt Wrireis ; no 
unprqudioed Mind can he»ate a Moment 
in detemiining die fopcrior Excefience of 
theGhn^/4Bf I^tgicn^ compared with dieie 

"Let $KEntk9f. 
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E s $ A "i well^meanty but dcfe<ftivc Schemes oibeathe$ 
, ' Policy. For, as grofs Error, and Mifap^ 
prchcnfion of the divine Nature and AxXxU 
butes, was deeply interwoven with ancieq( 
Paganifm; fo, 'tis y/ell known^ that inFa£t| 
the mod: horrid Enormities were committed 
upon Principle^ under the Authoiity and 
Example of their, pretended Qods. Lord 
Shaftesbury himfelf owns, what indeed 
it were Folly to deny, that the Imitafifin of 
the Deity is a /cw^r/if/Principleof Aftipn*. 
If fo, it follows, that to communicate a jui$ 
Idea pf the divine Perfcftions to all Man- 
kind, muft tend to fecure their Virtj^e^ aiid 
promote their Happinefs. 'Tis therefore 
equally ungenerous and impolitic^ to ixxf^a 
Mankind to live in Ignorance and Idolatry. 
Hence *tis evident, that Reformations in Re- 
ligion are not the ridiculous Things his 
Lordfhip would reprefent them; and that 
Cbrijiianity^ if indeed it reveals the Ttruth^ 
is a Religion in it's Tendency much more 
beneficial to Mankind than ancient Pa^ 
ganifm. 

'Tis no difficult Taik to affign the ori- 
ginal Caufe of this fo different and even op^ 
pofite Genius oi tht pagan Syftems from that 

* Enq. on Virtue. 
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of Cbrijiianity: In elrly and ignorant Sect 
Ages, the Neceffity 6^ religious Belief arid _ 
religious Eftabliihments: was k^n by the 
Leaders of Mankind : Dri ' this Account 
they inftituted the m6{i Jamary Forms sind 
Dodtrines, which their unexperienced Reafori 
could fuggeft. As Nations gi^ewwifer and 
fnore polijfhed, they faw the Weaknefs and[ 
Abfurdity of thele cftablifhed Syftems 5 but 
thro* a ilegkrd, and perhaps a mifiaken one, 
to the public Good^^ were unwilling to dis- 
cover thefe Pefecfts and Abfiirdities to the 
people. Hence prbbkbly the Rife of w^ 
Qteric and^ejbteric ll)odirines. For the fori 
theft that human Policy dared to go, was 
to reveal the TrukK lo a^k^ initiated: 
While the Bulk of Mankind; even in tht 
wijeft khd p'oliteft^d^x, continued the Dupes 
to the l^rejudices "^inA Superjiitions of the 
moft ignorant ones. On the contrary, it 
was a main Pefign of the Chriftian Dif- 
penfation, to difpel this Cloud of Ignorance, 
/which excluded Mankind from all Pardci- 
pation of divine ^ruth-^ to reveal thpfe juft 
and fublinie Ideas of the Divinity^ which 
are the i)obIeft, as they are the fureft Foun- 
dation, not only o^ Piety but of Morals': 
4nd which; fo far &S they can afFe6t either 

• ' Tiety 
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Essay pi^y or Morals (fuch is the Triumph tf 
Cbrtjiiimity over the laboured Refearches 
oifalfe Wifdom) are no lefs intelligible to the 
Peafant than the Pbilojipber. On this Ac- 
count, Chriftianity was perfect (relatively 
perfed) in it*8 iirft Delineation : • Al! At- 
tempts to change or add to its Dodrines^ 
have hot difcovered their own Abfurdity : 
And Experience every Day more and more 
convinceth us, that the only Method of ob- 
taining a pure and uncorrupt Syftem of 
pra(5Hcal Religion and moral Precepts, is te> 
fearch for them in the uncommented Pagos 
of the Gofpel. p 

Thus, what was the EfFeft of Neeeffity 
among the Heathens^ the noble Writer very 
partially attributes to Choice : He miflakes 
a DefeB for an Excellence : And blindly 
prefers the Weaknefs of Man^ to the Wif- 
dom of God. 

Another Cavil frequently urged or in- 
finuated by his Lordfhipagainft Chrijlianityy 
feems to have been the natural Confequence 
of the laft-mentioned. He much admires the 
Pagan Religions, as having been fociabley 
and mutually incorporated into each other: 
And often reprefents ChriJUanity^ as of an 
unfociabky furly^ and folitary Complexion, 

tending 



«W CHRiSTIANITY, 319 

tending to dejit'oy every other but itfelf. The S £ c t. 
Confequence of this, he tells us, hath been ' 
** a new Sort of Policy, which extends it- 
** felf to another World, and hath made us 
" kap the Bounds of natural Humanity; 
** and out of a fupernatural Charity y has 
" taught us the Way of plaguing one an^ 
" other moft devoutly y." Now with Regard 
to this pretended unfociable Temper of 
Cbriftianity y it muft be owned indeed, that 
our Religion tends to fwallow up and de-^ 
ftroy every other, in the fame Manner as 
^ruth in every Subjedt tends to deftroy 
Falfehood: That is, by rational Convidiion. 
The fame Objedtion might be urged againft 
the Newtonian Pbilofophyy which deftroycd 
the Cartefian Fables : Or again ft the Coper -^ 
nican Syftem^ becaufe the clumfy Vijions of 
Ptolemy and lycbo*Bra&e vaniflied before it. 
The fame may be urged againft the Ufe-» 
fulnefs, of the great Source of Day^ becaufe 
it dims and extif^uifies every inferior Luftre: 
For the glimmering Lampsof humanKnow- 
ledge, lighted up by the Philofopbcrsj 
fetved indeed to conduct them as a Light 
Jhining in a dark Place; but thefc muft 
naturally be Ainlc in a fuperior Luftre, when 

iLetU en Emhuf. 
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E s 8 A T ^ Sun rf Itigbteoufnefs Jbaidi arife. The 
' Gofpcl therefore is fo for unfociabk^ as to 
difcredit Error; and is incompatible widi 
tbisy as Light with Darknefs : But not £0 
unfociabky as to ro^Ti^/ the erroneous. As to 
the religious Debates, then, .which Chrifti- 
anity hath occafioned, and the Wars and 
Maflacres confequent upon them, which the 
noble Writer fo juftly detefts ; Chriftianity 
ftands clear of the Charge, till it can be 
(hewn that it countenanceth the inhuman 
Principle of Intolerance: And this, its 
bittereft Enemies can never do. -Tis true, 
that if we be fo irrational as to take our Idea 
of Chriftianity from the Reprefentations of 
Enthuiiafts and Bigots, nothing can ap- 
pear more abfurd and mifchievous : As, in 
like Manner, if we coniider the Heavens 
under the perplexed Revolutions and ma^ 
lignant Afpeds of the old Aftronomers and 
Aflrologers, nothing can be more unworthy 
either of divine Wifdom or Goodnefs. But 
how can thefe falfe Images afieA the noble 
Simplicity y and Benignity of the Qofpely or 
the Solar Sy/lem ? To the Wmrks and the 
Word of God, we muft repair, for a true 
Idea of their undifguifed Perfedioa : And 
there we fhall read their divine Author, in 

4^c 
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the brighteft CharaiScnr of Wifdbm and S b c t. 
Goodncfs. So far therefore is Chriftianity - 

-firom encouraging Wars and Maflacrcs, on 
Account of a Difference in Opinion, that 
its divine Founder hath expreflly warned 
his Folbwers againft the Suggeftions of this 
horrid Temper * : Nor can thefe fatal Con- 
fequences ever arife among ChriJiianSy till 
they have diveftcd themfelves of Chrijiian 
Charity y and * miftaken the very Principles 
of their Profeffion. 

But the noble Writer proceeds to Hill 
more bitter Invedives, if poflible, againft 
Cifrijiuimty. For he often infinuates, that 
the Profpe6t of Happtnefs and Mifery in 
another Life, revealed in the Gofpel, tends 
to the Deftrudion of all true Virtue *l ' In- 
deed we cannot much wonder that his 
Lordfliip ihould treat Chriftianity in this 
Manner^ > when we confider what he hath 
thrown out againft Religion in general, in 
this refpedl. Thefe Cavils have already 
been coniidercd at large : Whatever there 
fore he hath infinuated againft our Religion 
ui particular y will naturally be refer'd to, 
and effedually be refuted by thefe rnore 
^^'/ifriz/Obfervations^ However, there are 

above, EJ*, ii. § 9. 
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Essay ^q q^ three Paflkges on this Subjc^ fo «?• 
markahle^ that they may fcem to ddfenre a 
fepariate Confideration. 

After having ridiculed and branded 
Chriftianity, as deftroymg the dijinterefied 
Part of Virtue, he tells us " The Jews as 
" well as Heathens were left to'thdr Philo- 
'* fophy to be inftrufted in the fublin^e Part 
*' of Virtue, and induced by Reafmto that 
*^ which was never enjoined them by Com- 
** mand. No Premium or Pebalty beii^ 
•* inforced in thcfe Cafes, the difintercfted 
" Part fubfifted, the Virtue was a free. 
" Choice, and the Magnanimity of the Aft 
** was left intire \'' 

Here, again, the noble Writer hath got 
to his Peculiarities. What other Title this 
PafTage may deferve, we fhall foon difcover. 
For, firft, fuppofing his Aflertion true, 
what he notes in the Jewijh and Heathen 
Religions as an Excellencey had certainly been 
a DefeSl. For are not HottentotSy wild jfo- 
. diansy and Arabs ^ ^* left to their Philofo- 
" phy, to be induced by Rcafon to that 
** which was never enjoined them by 
" Conmiand ? No Premium or Penalty 

* Wit arid H. p. ii. § 3. 
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•' bdng inforccd in thefe Cafes, the difin- Sect. 
" tercfted Part fubfifts, the Virtue is a free ' ^ 
*^ Choice, and the Magnanimity of the Aft 
^' is left entire/* Thus the noble Writer 
would again dcbafe us into Savages * j and, 
rather than not difgrace Chriftianity, would 
put the State oi Pakjiiney Greece y and/2^/w^, 
on a Level with that df the Cape of Good 
Hope : Blindly (or fhall we fay, knowingly f) 
difparaging, what he elfe where fo juftly ap- 
plauds, ^^ Laws, ConAitutions, civil and 
" RELIGIOUS Rites, whatever civilizes or 
^^ polijhes Tud^Mztikind^.'* ' ^ 

But in Fadt, neither the J^ws nor 
civilized Heathens were ever tainted with 
this Phrenzy. They faw the Neceflity of 
religious Belief 3 and as they faw its Ne- 
ceflity, fo they inforced it. With regard 
to the Jews, the noble Writer contradidts 
himfelf within the Compafs of ten Lines : 
For there he fays, " their Religion taught 
" no future State, nor exhibited any Rewards 
** or Punifhments, bejidesfucb as were tenv^ 
• * porair This is the very Truth. Here 
then he owns a temporal SanStiori of Pre- 
mium and Penalty, Reward and Punijh^ 
ment: Yet in the Paflage above cited, and 

• Sec above, EJay ii. § lo. ' Mralijls^ Part i. § 3. 
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Essay which ftands clofe by the other iii the Of i- 
' ginal. he fays, ** there was no Prbmium 
" or Penalty inforced, no Reward or Pii- 
** nifhment ! " His Lordfliip deals asjdirly 
and ccnfijiently by the civHized Heathens : 
For, could he indeed have forgot the dif- 
tinguifhed Rank^ which, in the Elyfian 
Fields^ was affigned to thofe who fell to 
fave their Country ? 

Hie Manus oiP at ki am pugnandovuburapa^^r* 
Omnibus bis nivea cinguntur tempora vitta^. 

And now let the Impartial determine^ 
whether the noble Writer's Obienration 
hath more of Sagacity or of Truth in it. 

But the Chriftian Do<9xines relating to 
an hereafter y are to undergo a yet fevercr 
Inquiftion from the noble Writer : They 
are to be tortured and mangled on the Rack^ 
of JVit fhall I fay, or of Buffoonry ? « The 
" Misfortune is, we are feidom taught to 
*' comprehend this Self, by placing it in 
a diftindt View from its Reprefentative 
or Counterfeit. In our hofy Religion, 
" which, for the greateft Part, is adapted to 
the very meaneft Capacities, 'tis not to 
be expeded that a Speculation of this 
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** Kind (hould be openly advanced. *Tis Sect, 
** enough that we have Hints given us of a 
** w^/?r Self, than that which is commonly 
** fuppofed the Bafis and Foundation of our 
5* Addons. Self-Intereli is there taken as it 
** is vulgarly conceived — In the fameMan- 
'^ ner as the celeftial Phaenomena are in 
** the facred Volumes generally treated ac- 
" cording to common Imagination, and the 
** then current Syftem of Aftronomy and 
** natural Science*; fo the moral Appear- 
•^ ances are in many Places preferved 
without Alteration, according to Vulgar 






Prejudice. — Our real and genuine Self 
" is fometimes fuppofed that ambitious one, 
" which is fond of Power and Glory ; fome- 
" times that fhi Idijh onc^ which is taken 
" with vain SheWy and is to be invited to 
*^ Obedience by Promife oi finer Habitations^ 
•' precious Stones^ and Metals^ (hining Gar* 
^* mentSy Crowns ^ and other fuch dazling 
** Beauties^ by which another Earth, or 
" material City is reprefented^.'* 

This Paflagc contains two infinuatcd 
Charges of a very different Nature. The 
one is true^ but no ObjeBion :. The other 
would indeed be an ObjeBion, but that it is 

* 5(^//7. Part ill. § i. 

' Y 3 abfolutcly 
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Essay abfolutely grotmdkfs. Tis true *' that duf 
^^^' " Religion is fbr the grcatcft Part adapted 
" to the very mcaneft Capacities; and that 
^' the celeftial PhsDnomena are in the &cred 
** Volumes generally treated accordiit^ to 
*^ commtm Imagination^^* See. And would 
the noble Writer indeed have had it other- 
wife ? Would he indeed have had them 
fpoken of, according to the Philofophical 
Conftru(3ion of the Univerfe, rather than 
the received Notions of Mankind ? With 
how little Rcafon, we may foon be con- 
vinced, if we confider, Firft, that Ac. End 
of Revelation was not to make Mankind 
Proficients in Philofophy, fince the Sitoa-^ 
tion of the Generality can never admit it : 
And had the Scriptures fuppofed this, (as 
indeed fuch a Condudt would have fuppofed 
it) this very Circumftance had been an 
Argument of their Falfehood. Secondly, 
even Philofophers themfelves, tho' inti- 
mately acquainted with the Conftrudion of 
the Univerfe, do ftill defcend to the Level 
of Mankind^ when they fpeak of the Phae- 
nomena of Nature : The Sunfets and rifes^ 
as it did three thoufand Years ago : The 
Moon changes J wains y is new, and old : 
JThe Stars are in the Firmament^ the Sun 

ftill 



ftill rfiies the Dayy and t^^. ^(W2j th^ Height. Sect. 
The Reafoft is CMident : Becaujfe ajirmomi^ 
cql LllfcQveriei have not the leafl; Influence 
on the PraBice of Mankmd: Bec$iu^. 
^tho* the natural Appearances of things are 
merely relative to the Imagination only^ yet 
^hcy ^re, for that very Reafon, neceffary to 
}^ r^ferr^ to^ as the Imagination is the great 
miverfal, Injlrument of Life and human 
Action. 

An Objedion therefore to the Scriptures 
on this A^ccount, betrays either a grof^ 
Mifapprebenfion of human Nature^ or the 
piofi: unpardonable Infincerity 3 yet we iin4 
ObjeiStion^ of this kind frequently urged : ^ 
as if^ becaufethe facred Penmen were im-; 
powered by God to reveal to us a ce^iQ 
^eafure of religious and moral Tru^h, (uite4 
to our prefent Stat^^ they muil ther^fqr^ 
be endued with Omnifcience s in order to 
ipake all Men nqt only good Suije^s, bu( 
good Ajlronomers too I 

But tho' it were Folly to objeft againft 
ihfi facred PfnmeUy because they appear not; 
to have beqn onmifcient ; yet I cannot con* 
elude this Argifoient, ^ithoift producing a 
* remarkable Inftance, wherein tbeir very j^- 
norancf of thefe fpeculative and un^eceffary 

Y 4 Truths * 
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Essay ^rutbs becomes a convincing Proof of thefr 
, Veracity : A Circumftancc which nradi 

more nearly concerns us. We read in the 
Book of Jo/huay '* And he (aid in the Sight 
" of Ifrael^ Sun, ftay thou in Gibetm^ and 
" thou Moon, in the Valley of Ajaltm : 
" And the Sun abode^ and the Moon 
** STOOD STILL, — and hafted ntoit to go 
"** down for a whole Day V Here, the 
fianding fiill of thefe Luminaries is related 
in fuch a Manner as concurs with the com- 
mon Appearances of things ; and yet cofl- 
fifts with the beft Difcoveries in Aftronmny, 
tho' unknown to the Writer. For we aremA^ 
aflured that, if the Sunjioodjlilly it muft have 
been by fufpending the diurnal Rotatiorf of 
the Earth : The Jiandingjiill of the Mom 
was therefore the necejfary Confequence. This 
the Writer appears not to have known: 
Yet he relates the FaSfy tho' it was of no 
Importance with Regard to that Event for 
which the Miracle was wrought. It is 
therefore of lingular Force in proving the 
Veracity of the Writer ^ becaufe, had it not 
been true in Faft, it is a Circumjldnce 'whi^h 
could never have occurred to him. 

The noble Writer's other Charge re- 
lating to the moral Reprefentations of the 

' Jojhua X. 

Scriptures, 



Scrfpturcsv- would indeed be of Weight, if S k c r. 
it were founded, in Truth : But fo far from 
thisi :that he hath utterly reverfed the FadL 
i?pr' in Reality, thefe fenfible Reprefcntar 
Aions of mjible Beauty and Glory, *arc 
only occajmally or accidental^ hinted ; 
^while the whole Weight and Energy of 
-the Gofpel is employed in inforcing the 

* Idea of moral FerfeSHon^ of our wbkr 

• SEiri of Self-Intereji in the higher Senfe, 
of the Neccffity of extirpating every meaner 
Pafiion, and cherifhing the great one of un-- 

/bounded^ Love y as the neceflkry and only 

vDifciplinc that can qualify us for future 

-Happincfe. 'Tis evident that the noble 

- Writer lays the principal Strefs of his 

: Charge, on the Apocalypfe ; a Work in 

it's whole Turn JlriSlly allegorical^ and 

therefore neceflkrily converfant in Imagery 

' and vijihle Reprefentation. To this he hath 

moft perverfely added a figvirative Expreffion 

of St, Paul, who writing to a People 

among whom the Prize-R'aces prevailed, 

reprefents the ChviHizn Progrejs m a Conte^ 

of this^ Kind ; and fhews it's Superiority 

over the Former, - ** becaufe, faith he, 

** dicy labour to obtain a corruptible^ but 

•^ we an inc^rruptiile Crown '\ In the mean 

Time 
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s A s T Time he bath omitted thctn^^yDifi^Mpfm 
^^ Parablesy Maxims^ of our Saviour, in which 
he perpetually exhorts his Difciples to en*' 
deavour after unfeigned Virtue and uoivcir* 
ial Benevolence, as the only Means that oaqi 
bring them to future Perfe3im. He hatH 
ibrgot too the repeated Exhortations o£ St. 
Paul, who fets Charity fo lugh s^bov^ 
every other Gift or Pofleflion, and adds^ 
the Reafon of it's Preheminence^ ^' becaufe 
'^ it fhall never fail." 'Tis true indeed, a$ 
the noble Writer obferves (with what Inat- 
tention, 'tis no difficult Matter to determine) 
that our holy Religion is for^he great^flk 
Part adapted to the very meanefl Capa«- 
** cities :" We may add, " and to the very 
*' worft of Difpofitions too.'* And 'tis one 
of it's chief Glories, that it is fo. There- 
fore we find it inforcing every Motive that 
can work on every Mind : Which muft 
furely be acknowledged as the Charaifler of 
the Religion that fhould come from him 
who knew what was in Man. But if the 
noble Writer would further infinuate, that 
the Idea of future Happinefs ought to b^ 
confined to that of virtuous Enjoyment, 
whereas the Chrijlian Religion doth not fo 
confine it : we have already feen, th^t, from 

the 
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the Nature of things, this RefincmcnV is S b c t, 

^ We now come to the Examination of ia 
PajQ&ge mott extraordinary and original ^nscti 
iby yet produced. The noble Writer tells 
us, ** I could be almoft tempted to thinks 
** that the true Reafon why fome of the moft 
*^ hefoic Virtues hiave fo little Notice taken 
** of them in our holy Religion^ is, becaufe 
" there would have been no Room left for 
** Dijihffreftednefs^ had they been entitled 
<* to a Share of Uiat infinite Reward, which 
" Prowdence has by Revelation affigned to 
'* other Duties. Private Friendjhip^ and 
" Zeal for the Public and our Country^ arc 
" Virtues purely voluntary in a Cbrijtian: 

* * They are no eflcntial Parts of his Charity. 
** He is not fo tied to the Affairs of this 

* * Life ; nor is he obliged to enter into fuch 
•* Engagements with this lower Worlds as 
** are oino Help to him in acquiring a better. 
*' His Converfation is in Heaven. Nor has 
'* he Occafion-fbr {\ic\ifupernumerary Cares 
'* and Embarraffments here on Earth, as 
^ may obfiruSi bis Way thither, or retard 
'** him in the careful Talk of working out 
** his own Salvation ^" 

-^ See above, Bpy \u § 9. > ^/ and H\ Part li. § 3. 

We 
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E-f s A T ^£ have already feen, that the xeal 
Nature of Virtue confifts " in procuring or 
^ promoting the greateft puhlic I|appl- 
^' nefs:" And that this Truth is pften^ 
tccafkmally^ acknowledged by Lord Sbaftef* 
bury himfelf. Confequently, the bigbeji oc 
mcA berac Virtue^ is that whi<;jh tends to 
MCompUJh this great End : Nor can any 
pretended Virtue be either great or bert^c 
that tends to obJiruSi or dejlroy it. 

On this plain Principle, felf-^vident to 
unbyafled Reajhn^ let us examuiothe Paflage 
now before us. And firft, as to private 
Friendjhipy which the noble Writer Ikys, 
•* is a Virtue purely voluntary in a Chrif^ 
*^ tian :" — Let us confider how far it may 
be regarded as a Virtue at all. — ^Now, on 
ftrift Enquiry we fhall find, that the ex- 
treme Degree of Friendship recommended 
and applauded by the Ancients, and here pa- 
tronized by the noble Author, is effentially 
repugnant to true Virtue : In Friendftnp they 
placed the Chief Happinefi : — And if this 
confifts in the fupreme Love of one^ it mull 
jieeds diminijh^ if not extinguijhy the Love 
of alii becaufe our chief or whole -/4^/^;z- 
tJon muft be employed, our every Fiew and 
Dejign centered \v\ giving Pleafure orprocuring 

Happinefs 
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mppimfs. to bntlndMdual. And thteisa«^cT; 

the very faircft Light it can bfe viewed in. •. 

For we fhall further fee, how^ little it 

generally partakes of tht Nature .of true 

Virtue, if we confider whence it hath it> 

Rife. This is univerfally allowed to be 

"a Similarity of Dsjpafition^ JViil^ zxA 

" Manners.'* This Circuinftance dem<m<i^ 

ftrates, that in general it muft be contrary 

to Virtue : For hence, the general Good 

mufl: be often facrificed to gratify the Will 

oione. Of this dreadful £fFe£t, Inftances 

lijight be produced almofl innumerable. 

Let one fiiffice. " Between Tiberius 

Gracchus and C. Blosius, a dear and 

petfeB Friendjhip fubfifted ; The latter 

being feized for aiding the former in hi» 

Confpiracy, was brought before the Con^ 

^^fuh. He pleaded his Friendfhip to Grac- 

" CHUs in Exoife for his Crime/' He was 

then afked, " What, fuppofe he had bid 

" you Jire the Capitol^ would you have done 

'' it ? •' To this he boldly replied, " He 

•* never would have laid me tinderifuch a 

" Ncceffity ; but if he had, Iwmld have 

** obeyed him «/ * A thorough Friend fure : 

But a vile Citi7sen\ notwithftanding the 

artful 
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E s s A r artful Glofs of an ingenious Modern, who 
J.. hath attempted to niake out the Innocence 

of his Intentions V 

'Tis trae, the Advocates for iMs Attach^ 
ment fometimes aflert, that it cannot confift 
but with Virtue. That it ought mt^ is cer^^ 
tain : That it cannot^ or dotb not^ is a ground- 
kfe Conceit ; unlefs they chufe to make this 
Circumftance a Part of the Definition, 
indiich were idle Sophiftry . But if by Fricnd- 
fhip be meant, what indeed is always meant, 
'^ a violent Liove and Attachment to another 
** on Account of a Similarity of Manners 5'' 
this, 'tis certain, hath often, nay mof): com*^ 
monly fubfifted without Virtue : Among 
SavageSy Robbers^ Heroes^ and Banditti. In 
Lucian's Trad: on Friendfliip we find, 
that out of Twelve notable Inftanccs al- 
ledged, near half the Number were fup- 
ported at the Expence of Jujiice or Huma- 
nity ; either by the Commiffion of Rapine, 
Adultery, or Murder, or by aiding the Ef- 
cape of thofe who ought to have fufFered 
for thefe enormous Crimes^ Will any one 
al ledge the Emperor Tiberius or his Fa- 
vourite Sejanus as Patterns of Virtue > 
Yet their Friendfliip was fo remarkable, 

'See Montaigne*s EJfay on this SubjeA. 

that, 
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^i^faHoncmr of k. Altars were drfi^ 

to FSnendfttp hj ^fenatnrud Decree. Nay, 

ibme of the apphoded Tnftances appealed 
to, by thenc^e Author in liis Comment on 
this Paffiige, are even notorioos in this Ro- 
fped. Sudi were Tveseus and Piri*. 
THouSy equally remarkabk for Friem^brp^ 
Ra^s^ and Plunder. And iiich Inftances 
may ftill be found in every facage Gountiy ; 
where the ifarongeft Friendfhips are com- 
monly formed : Where Men thus haguei^ 
go upon bold Adventures; and hazard 
luMk for each other without Reludance, 
while they nFmJb their Nei^bours Wives^ 
and carry 13^ their Cattle. 

WiifH as little Reafon can it be utged» 
diat Fri&ndfhips in general are dtfinterefted^ 
fb as to afpire to the Name of Merit. For 
Merits if it exifb, can only arife from Vir-^ 
tue : And Virtue, we have feen, doth not 
eflentially belong to Friendihip. Nay, in 
Lucian's Tra(9:, 'tis warmly debated ihc* 
tween the contending Parties, whether .^ 
feSion or private Advantage bath' a more 
confiderable Share in this applauded Unim* 
Indeed the civilized and haughty Greek 
flands upon the Punctilio of Hmoury and 
piques himfelf on the Notion of Dijinterejl : 

But 
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Essay But the undifguifed Sytbian infifts that nm- 

tual Advantage and Support arc the ruliog 

Motives. Howeyer, in Condufioa they 

£urly agree, in comparing a Set qF £ift. 

^^Friends to Ger yon with tbree Heads and 

^ ffdnds^ enablqd thro* this Increafc of 

^Strengdi, to overturn all Oppofition \ But 

/iuppofc ji^eSim . the ruling JHriociplc, as 

unqueftionably it often is^ where is the 

Merits while confined to one Perfon ? Nay, 

jt muft rather lean towards Demerity be- 

(cauTe it appears, 'tis rather dangerous than 

^avouraile to puilic jiffe£Hon and Virtue. 

/Tis evident then, i^^ friendly 4ffeaim 

is no more meritorious than the cofyugaJ^ 

paternal^ oxjilial JiffeSiion j which being of 

a contrasted Nature, are often coniiftcnt 

with great Bafenefs of Mind, and deftrudive 

of a more enlarged Benevolence p. And 

* Luciant Toxaris, 

' Thus a Writer of diftinguiflied Abilities : •* Many 
^* Inftances occur in Hiftory and daily Experience, ^of 
*^ Men, not aOiamed to commit bafe'and lelfifli Enor- 
'' mines, who have retained a Tendemefi for their 
*' Pofterity by the ftrong and generous Inftin^t of Na- 
*' ture. The Stdry of Licinius Macer^ who was Father 
*• to Cahus the great Orator, is very remairkable, as 
^' related by a Roman Annallft. Having gone thro* 
*^ the Office of Praetor, and governed a Province, he 
^^ was accufedi upon returning Home, of Extqrtion 

what 
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ytt^Mt Degree of M^f or Dijmterejl thcreSBCT* 
li in Regards of this Nature, when fepa- 
nrte from more eztenfive ones, we may 
kam from the noble Writer himfelf, who 
&Y9y *^ there is a Se^bnefs in the Love that 
js-paid to a fFife^ and in the Attendance 
on a Famifyy and all the little Afiairs of 
^^ it, which, had I my full Scope of Adion 
^* in the Public, I fliould hardly have fub« 
**mittcdtoV' 

So far then is clear, That Friendjbipj or 
^' a violent Afiedtion fbimded on a Similar 
" rity of Difpofition and Manners," is 
mtore likely to produce Vice than Virtue ; as 
it tends tx> fix fuch Habits of Mind as muft 
lei&n our Concern foe the general Good.* 
And in Faft, every one's Experience will 
point out to him Numbers of Men, natu- 
rally benevolent to ally but fo ftrongly by- 
afled and drawn in by particular Attach- 

** and Abute of his Power. The very Morning of 
^ his Trial he ftrangled himfelf, after having fent 
^^ Word to Cicer$y who was preparing to plead againft 
*^ him, that, being determined to put an End to his 
^* Life before Sentence (tho' the Penalty did not extend 
** to taking it away) the Profecution could not go on, 
f ' and his Fortune would be faved to the Benefit of his 
•* Son.'* — ConfuUratisns en the Law ef Forftitun^ 

P- 3^- 

^Li. S's Leu to Mr. MoUfworthy Let. ix. 

Z mentSj 



3 3 8 On Revealed R e l i g.i on 

Essay ments, that their Regards and Beneficence 
' are centered wholly on zfeleit Few-, while 
the reft of Mankind pafs unheeded and uo*. 
ailifted» and have no Share in their .Bene*^ 
volencei further tlian what Self- Deceit 
throws out, in unmeaning Wijbe^ for. their 
Welfare* . 

'Tis no kfe evident, that, thro? thenatu- 
xaX Advantages of this partial .Allian£e> 
Mankind muft ever be prone to embrace it, 
in Exclufion of more extenfive AfFedlions, 
where no fuch Advantages can follow*. • It 
would therefore have been a DefeB in the 
Curijiian Religion, to have enjoined or 
even recommended it in this Extreme. Ac- 
cordingly we find, in the Gofpel, every At-i 
tachment of this Kind, however natural 
and alluring it may be, fet very little above 
tlie hiVtji Scljijlmefiy and juftly reprefented 
as .entirely confident with it. ^' If ye do 
*' good to them which do good to you, what 
*' thank have ye? Do not the Publicans 
^' even the fame' ?" 

Bh SIDES; there is fomething fo extraor- 
dinary in the noble Writer's Sclieme of 
*' enjoining Friendftiip," as fufficiently ex- 
pofeth its ov^'n Weakncfs. Friendfliip, his 

' 2,lat, V. 

Lordfhip 
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Lordfhip allows, can only arife ** from a S £ c t, 
" Confcnt and Harmony of Minds »•" How " ^ 
then could Chriflianity have enjoined us the 
Practice of xhAsfuppofed Virtue ? What mud 
it have enjoined us ? Why, to go in queji of 
a Mind refembling our own. It might 
with equal Propriety have enjoined us to 
go in quefl: of a Face refembling our own : 
And with as much Reafon, for all the Pur* . 
pofcs of true Virtue. 

But if by Friendjhip be meant, what 
indeed is not generally meant, ** A parti- 
** cular Love and Efleem for the virtuous 
" or worthy," in which Senfe alone it can 
have any Tendency to produce true Virtue ; 
then we may juftly affirm, that it is recom- 
mended in the Gofpel, both by Example znd 
by Precept. It is naturally involved in that 
all-comprehenfive Command of univerfal 
Charity : For tho* many have been zealous 
in their Friendftiips, while they were in- 
fenfible to publick AfFedlion s yet, fuch is 
the Temperament of human Nature, that 
no Inftance was ever known, of a Man 
zealous for the Happinefs of ally yet remiis 
in or incapable of a true Friend/hip for the 
worthy. It is recommended by St. Paul, 

• In the Note. 
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E% s A'y who fays; ^^at^^.pdradirteAturii ^ fof '^ a j^owi 

itcomfliMded byusor Sasficmr^if Exaniffle/ 
who (ekaed ibdk>ve!d 0ffdple%& his bofbim 
P3^/>«i, wbofc Wfitidgsiire the Otcrflowii 
iti^t>f tfffeftrt^fiUed^^th the pureftan^ 
tftoflv tiftboanded Ltnrd^V'- :Abbf^ ^, it S 
itcodioibfeded by^ Saviour 'in H^iak tuMt 
and dit^inc Paffage ; ** Who^iiinrf'^li^bt^ 
or my Brethren \ Even he that doth thd 
Will of i/if leather -^^^ n inHeiyen»,hc 
IS m^Bhtker^ ztj^Styier^ and J^ 
So miich (m the fpiirio^ 
vate Friendjkip : Let us next confidcr the 
noble Wdter'^ Ctecrge agabft Chriftiumi^r 
x>n Account of its not enjoining ,^ Vac Z^ 
^^ ibr ihc Pft^V and our Coitntry :"^ Kir 
tba* tody it iceMs, ** is a Virtue pwrfy ttte- 
if^Juntaryi in a Cbrifitah.'* Now adl the Abi- 
!fbrdities "which load his Charge with Ro^ 
^gs^ loFriendfrifLi fall with equaV Weight 
oil. this ; groundlefs Imputation*. Far if by 
^^Zeal for the Public and our Country," 
foe meant)' a Zeal that is inconfiftcttt with 
the Rights and common Welfare of Man-^ 
kind, 'tis fo far from being a Virtue j thdt, 
AS in the cgi(ec£ FrreTuiJbipy it is reaJJy a 

!St. Jthn.: rM^tf^w. 

Crime^ 
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fitwif^^-becauffr it tend* to produce tjhftlnaoftA^C; *■ 
§gesA. Confequences. And «nr>Arni^/<'pf 
fifixnkmd Warriors rebiri^g:jfrijyu»[dMat 
on JiMi jrilePriocipte, Jbowev^f gnfissli'with^ 

ofi^Qfef^ioate -in Trutfalido'-feelti^iS: th»^^« 
Band.ii£ f<M$k BoNiersi bat^iA&tiHttf g^eat 

fa^MHJDcpreileth.lf/' ■'• .■igclk'! arivii- l-),„t 

odjLissaH •L. , ...oiii"' T^fv:? y?!}, \o \vA\ ' 
^Meh conJj>trtng to Jfffeld tBeffSf^tCy 

S£^'^ibaH 'hoftiU %id/i ^Jte^^i^ We tn'ds 

•"&PyM^&'our Cottnt'^^'ammp'ieai^. 

Mie^'Siilhi^.'wben imr NSaviouif appeared/ this 

d^firuSJvd PiirW4iir/y;> this airdwcd Canfpi- 

«ucy[agan[ift' thef cotmtionJLi^ts of jMai^- 

Icibd^ r^ WiK$ Bniverfalijis prpiraiieD t ai^^tongA the 

'^ftflJiciviH^ed Nations. This^ljEWs smdc 

: liGp'^enipted' from this curam^n Eim^. 

X** JntiT'i^QS Fiiks eiftinaiih adverfut alhs 

^t^hjHie Odium ^' was. their Gharader among 

A«he fiekhens; The Grr^^ and: J29j»Mli 

- cdbimktcdi knd^ boafisd ; of the txipftl aitel 

e iEitsorinitiedi ^onqufccdb i and^ t inflan^d dam)* 

£C^ Natioiis^'\>^WdeffedoCiUe5y i Jand^ ^d 

j^iv O Z 3 wallc 
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IssA Y wafte Kingdoms, thro* this abfurd and im- ' 
. ^ . ' pious Love of their Country 5 a Principle no 
better in many of its Confequences, thah 
the moft horrid and accurfed Bigotry. It 
had therefore been an eflcntial Defed, nay 
rather a mifcHevous Abfurdity, in the 
Chriflian ReHgiofa, to have enjoined, en- 
couraged, or countenanced a Partiality un- 
juft in itfelf ; to which, from Views ef 
private Advantage, Mankind muft ever be 
prone; and which, at the Time when 
Chriftianity began to fpread, was indeed 
the reigning and predominant Error. 

But if by " Zeal for the Publick and 
** Love of our Country" be meant, fuch a 
Regard to its Welfare as (hall induce us to 
facrifice every View of private Intereft for 
its AccompliQiment, yet ftill in Subordi^ 
nation to the greater Law of univerfcl 
yujlice^ this is naturally, nay neceflarily in- 
volved in the Law of univerfal Charity. The 
noble Writer indeed affirms, " it is no eflert- 
'' tial Part of the Chriftian's Charity." On 
the contrary it is a chief Part of the Chrif- 
tian's Charity. It comes nobly recommend- 
ed by the Examples of Jesus and St. Paul : 
The one wept over the approaching Defb- 
lation of his Country : The other declared 
4 bis 
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his Willingnefs to be cut off from the Chrif- S e c i»; 
tkn Community, if by this Means he might ' 
favc his Countrymen. And that it necefla- 
rily arifeth from the Principle of univerfal 
Love will be evident, if we confider the 
Nature and Situation of Man. His Nature 
is fuch, that he inevitably contrails the 
Jirongeji AfTedioji for thofe with, whom he 
converfeth moft intimately j and whofe Man^ 
mrszndRelations^ civil znd religious^ zrt mo A 
nearly connefted \yith his own. His Situ-^^ 
ation is fuch, that he feldom hath an Oppor- 
tunity of doing good Offices to any Society 
of Men, fave only thofe oilmcwn Country i^ 
all others being naturally rempved beyond 
the narrow Sphere of privajte Beneficence. 
Hence the great Precept of univerfal Charity 
doth efTentially involve ** a Zeal for the 
** Publick and Love of our Country :" At 
once it curh the Exorbitafice of this natu- 
ral Partiality, and carries it to it's full Per-- 
feSiion. 

The. Neceffity of this great Regulating 
Principle will further appear, if we confi- 
der, that with Regard to the Condud: of 
feparate States and Kingdoms towards each 
other, no Sanations, of human Law can 
ever take place. In this refpedt all Nations 
muft ever be in a State of Nature. There was 

Z 4 therefore 
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twa i^ i p|i M <atop>|g £.>3:>aJrvo J3 Aomls bfid ** 
BKi iftqr.ahcvli^Vjilii^iiil^ bttbfibbli 

iadie.ilJafBlAimexfid to tb^^v&^-^fi^^^ 

ferUtoi. InahotberPkce^.facLC^i^^.^tbi 
^' Frioctplc ciliove^nibp grisateft Bnncajidb 
f^'of0\ir ReH^onV; Ja a fiaJEpwiiiqg -IHui& 
gntph he calt^it *.^iiiat4iT{4ioL€S|9e jiid^ 
f« cucReUgtop toadies^/-,. JB^ti^ 
dl 199^ rimarkabk,^,ht &t8. it,. jnidGFtH^ 
new and wliimficd EkpGm&ackais\o£G8i0^^ 

frivatt ¥MQ^^^hda6MD^i}mfil4' 
T^t tfac^Paflagc$.rjxkjche^7lie&ip dwiB'oldct 

■^iSiraJ^i^ P«r| ifc.§ 3. . {Ikl 

J.-v.- "■ ••••••■• - u^ 
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^ as that towards Mniifntirxyrs pmtkaim ^ ^^-^ 
¥ Firiendillip V9»li fiibfift, without -fu^h^iff. 
^ealargedAffedk)!^ ?"- Again; f' S2ia¥^ 
^' had almoft convinced mc^ 4uittqrbe:.'ft 
H Ftknd tq imy one in parlicularv 'twas 
^^Bttceflsoy firft to be a Frkfsd to MaiU 
^f' iind \'*1 Laftly> and above all. :f M And 
^^ €aa.youc€biai#rf^ and what k:i0ora^'^xaiiRr 
f ^ KiMSt^vTCqmre ief$. Kindnefs^jfeom |pMi( 
f^ OF d^bnre lefs to be xonfider'dy dian ne^ven 
f ^ me of Jtheie €ikmce-€lriatures f^i^ OFifh- 
< f /of/rx^^ hcHRT little do 3rou knowiltfacfisteift 

f^ and Pdwef of Go^-^Noturty ard to 9dxat 

» - 

?^ an heroic Fitch a Soul mayr//^, whfck 
?f know9 die thorow Forceidf it y Md difinr 
^Shuth^k rightly^ frames in itfplf an^i^ 
^yjuft^ wdwiiver/aiFrien4/hip:y?'' v Hc« 
th^i-^icre jfee the former l^ragrafdxotm'Iy 
Ecverfcd. For ** umverfalpfmk jiaw^t\it 
l?/only Aer^VPrinciplpt*' And -^/^msnSf 
f ^ Friendjhifi and thp Love of ^pMrXkieiftify 
?Vareionly cornmepdablci as? theyv. mafct 
iifihatMnateF/irUQixt^* :• •i' ^^ L :: vvsn 
• / To -^ thil aftenifliing '^aod: i^l&ik Pervd^ 
iion of the lSi(h)ral.IVihdpleS:Of ilJ^;^^^ 
we may add the ; fubfeqaeiitHPiart of^dfe 
£nne inyenomcd Paragraph. .7 For hc^pHS^ 

ceed^ 
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E s A s y cecds to injinuate^ as if Cbrijlian Charity 
^ were no a£lhe Principle ; but fuch as leads 

it's Profelytes to a State of mere Contempla- 
tion and Ina^ioUy without RiCgard to foetal 
Life, and the Affairs of this lower World. 
We may defy the npble Writer's moft zealous 
Admirers to find any other rational Con- 
ftrudion for the following PaiTage. " The 
** ChrifHan, he fays, is not obliged to en- 
f * ter into fuch Engagements with this lower 
" Worldy as are of no Help, to him in ac- 
** quiring a better. His Converjation is in 
** Heaven. Nor has he Occaiion for fuch 
fupernumerary CareSy zndEmbarraJfments 
here on Earth, as may obftruSl his Way 
" thithisr, or retard him in xho^ carefulT'ajPk 
"of working oxii his own Salvaf ion.*' Un- 
exampled Prevarication ! thrown out Zr 
gainft that Religion which enjoins an a^ive 
Virtue, a Regard to \htprefent Happinefs 
of Man in every po/Jtble Relation^ as the on* 
ly Way to obtain Felicity hereafter : Againfl 
that Religion, whofe Founder did not idly 
harangue in a Clofet upon Beauty y Virtue^ 
and Decorum, amidfl the Indolence and Pride 
of Life; but praBifed the Divine I'rutbs he 
t aught y and ^^ went about doing Goody' a- 

mongft 
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mongft the meaneft and moft defpifed of S e c t. 
his Fellow Citizens. ' , ^ 

To be unmoved on this Occafion were 
Stupidity ; not to confefs it, Cowardice. Er^ 
ror fliould be expofed with Calmnefs j but 
Dijhonejly merits our Abhorrence. 

Yet from thefe Cavils tho' groundlefs, 
and Mifreprefentations tho' voluntary y we 
may draw an Obfervation which highly re-^- 
commends Chrijiianity. We may hence 
fee the fuperior Excellence and Dignity of 
it's moral Precepts, above the moft applaud^ 
ed among the Heathen : And how nobly, 
by one great Principle, it rcdtifies every lit- 
tle Partiality to which the human Heart is 
fubjeft. For this is clear ; that in oiie Age 
or Nation, Friendjhip hath been idolized as 
the fupreme Virtue ; in another, Ho/pita/i-- 
ty ; <^ in a Third, the Love of our Country-, 

* Indeed the noble Writer purfuing the fame kind 
Intention to Chriftianity, pretends tliat the Law of 
Hofpitality^ or Regard to Strangers^ among the anci^ 
ent Heathens^ was iqnivalent (nay he gives a very dif- 
ingenuous Suggeflion, as if it was far fuptri$r) to 
Chriftian Charity* ** Such, fays he, was ancient Hea- 
** then Charity^ and pious Duty towards the whole of 
*' Mankind; both thofe of different Nations tf;?/////^- 
*« rent IVorJhips.** ( Mifc iii. c. I. in the Notes.) For 
Inftances of this, he is forced to go back as far as Ho- 
mer^ who indeed has given us fome fine Piftures of 
awcient Manners of this kind, in his Odyjfey. The 

if 
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ts'^r i^tiVc^rik^itBihuGsiQatC^ fill 

*^' Yi&t^ /Ait jIu/^^ 

^^Sts^: the *exUrnal. i?to^S&rx)f dRdigbhli) 
is Scytnih) ifvhicb lisl th&^2g|Krbj0^ 
canity f- of MT ^^i^ XimeS}'' Mc^^cnai \Ji&^ 
q£^ . Hllmaoit)r^ and :: Co^npa^a^ i\ivMe(ilie 

&ocntcr:tiC'negkffedtMiwciisdltridKLi vHoair 
c|»&rQat> lKit¥ fupedor». is tiib\grefliCfaii[^ 
tiia Pnncipl^i.of umvnfolfjom:if.\ WkUk 
lifiog graduaUyi by'a.Ptio^efe^' t^ «I|0 

Mb)c Writ^ mMt I^y^ found oAriWi in^nOyl^lilpQS 
inferior, in the Old. T«fbiinQQt^^f]p<[Qrded^k^^ 
inifbitfat X^hiiriiy Was ever- thdugtit drf, ih dkpStories 
pf .ArtfitfJii aAd L^tr The Tnill Is^MM^Gi^cir 
Stranger was held famd^ becaii(ip be ^e^^ -undef, (ihp 
ProteSfton of his //«// ; It was therefore deemed^ rriW- 
nal^ to violate a Tri^ thus npofed. But it hkppcria 
unfortunately for his £ordfhip*s Argument, that in thefe 
Old Times Rapine and Plunder were as much in 
Vogue as either FriendJUp or HiffpitaUty^ and equally 
creditable. Thefe phantom Appearances of Virtue are 
■ ftill to be feen in the ArMhian DeferlstkB frtqUtnlfy as 
ever. If a Traveller comes to the Door of a wiU 
Arab's Tent at Night, he is received iyith fo bound- 
Icfi an Hefpbality^ (hat the £/0^'Woiild<xpi]<b himfeif, 
bis Wife, and Children tp certain jb^ftni£|ion>to (ave 
the Life of his Gmji, Had this hoJjpitfibU Savape met 
tiie Traveller in the DeJTertt at Nooft,^^ MAtld hare 
^rip'd i^xm to the Skm^ and on th^ leaft R^fiftante 
laid him dead at his Feet. And this was the triif 
Extent of the noble Writer's bci^fted' HeatHeriVta- 
rit/» ■ .■ ■.'-■..... ::iA lji-.:.v«^ 

Icfs 

» ' • - 



kft enfarged Affe^brtetdtllwcb^ Points, S bg r;^ 
Children^^ Friends, Coctatry, and fpreadirig 
till it embraceth all' Manicind, and breryi 
Crtature thariiath Lif^ ' fbhns that p^fiS 
KrtueuLvrlnicYi fatinian Wexknefs is: m^ 
]prt>ne : to be drfe^iwy^ and r which' imfdier 
aad'iifclndes'e^eiynior^ PerfedSoir. Ofrifi^ 
tfomty aloAe^hadi kinJkd'in the Heart o£ 
Man this. ;s;ffii/Princq^; ^lucti Jfeaming 
there 46 from a Center, hkttlx great ^Fw/jk? 
i^m o£ Light and Ufe that fuftainspand 
chears the attendant Planets, renders it's 
ji^ielytes indeed ^^ burning and Jhining 
^^Ligbts^' fhcdding ihtit kindly Infii^n^^^^ 
on 9)1 around them, in xh^K'yj&Proportiong 
which their rejj^i'oeVifi^ces ftiijr de^ 
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;. THE" preceding Remarks may^fiffibr-' S b c r< 
c^lfjiy obviate every Cjivil of the obl^'^jEljh , 
^"i^ainft the efintial Parts of (Ssfr^imi^i 




iw csonfeife^a reeeivethtft als 'thfef ' 
tt^ a^af,^ fmMril^cy.^t;^ pl^.l;ha| ai^joxn,te4 
Kind as to be incapable of Connedtion. ^ 
- IM 
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Essay In a marginal Note, he gives an Account 
^. of the Migration of the Ifraelites from 

Egypt ^ under the Condudt of Moses. He 
thinks proper * to rejed: the «lear Account 
which the Jewifh Legijldtor himfelf gives, 
^^ That they departed, in order to worfhip 
** thfe true God ;** and prepofteroufly pre- 
fers what Tacitus and Justin have faid 
on that Subjdcft ; who affirm indeed, but 
without Proof, " that iht Jews were driven 
*" out of Egypt on Account of their Lepro^ 
^^ fy^'' This Partiality might of itfelf appear 
myjierious enough, when we confider the 
particular and confiftent Account given us 
by the very Leader of the Expedition : Fori 
what fhould we think of the Man, who 
fhould prefer the random Conjedures of an 
ignorant Modern, to Xenophon*s Retreat 
or C-ffi:sAR's Commentaries ? But the noble 
Writer's Partiality will appear ft ill more un- 
accountable, if we confider the following 
Paflage of Strabo ; a Writer as much be- 
yond Tacitus in Candour, as beyond 
Justin (if indeed Justin and not Trogus 
PoMPEius, be anfwerable for this Slan- 
der) in true Judgement. This Author, 
Strabo, fecond to none in Antiquity, 

tMifc. il. c. I. Notes. 

fpeaks 
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(peaks thus: ** Moses ^^n Egyptian Prieft, Sect. 
?* rett-eated along with a Number oi religious ' ^ 
^^- Followers^ For he affirmed and taught, 
** that the Egyptians were miftaken, who 
*' imaged the Deity under the Forms of the 
** Brute-Creation ; as likewife the Libyam 
and GreekSy who reprefented the Gods 
under the human Shape ^ He held that 
** alone to be God^ which comprehends eve-» 
** ty living Creature, the Earth, and Sea 1 
*' which iSjCalled Heaven^ the Worlds or the 
ttniverfal Nature ; whofe Image ^ who 
that is in his right Mind, would dare to 
** form out of any earthly Materials ? . jR^- 
^^ jeEling therefore all cife of Images ^ he de- 
** termined to dedicate to him a Teipplc 
** worthy of his Nature, and worfliip him 
•^ without Images. — On this Principle he 
^* perfuaded and brought over many welU 
^^ difpofed Mciiy and led them forth into 
M that Country where now Jerufalem. ix 
built %" A noble Teftimony, fure, from 
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79 SffOir* yj* Ot AlCvff. »X fV ^i ni* 01 E?iK(u/S( «V$^M- 

f if;^6y i;^a(; U7roty!it£ Kott y>iv xai fi^Aa^Tlavi o xoAy/Aiir 

a Heathen 
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^ a » A r a Hedthen Writer : Lefi he could not (kfi 
if he was well informed} and» imleis he had 
embraced the Jewi/b Religion^ he Could 
not have faid more. 

There iS another Pai&ge (Mxjc. r. c. i.) 
which difcovers fomewhat of un£ur dealing 
in the noble Writer. In the M^gib» he 
prettily ehou^ critici:tes the Preface to St^ 
^ Luke's Gofpel But in th£ Text he hath 
puraphrafed thcf Evangelifl's Expreffibn, in 
a Manner fo dtfhmtfrom anything St^LuKe 
either wrotd or meant ^ as muft not a Httle 
aftonidi every candid Readef . St* LukK 
fays; " Bfeemedgood to him to write in Of* 
" dcr the Things that he knew." To Which 
the noble Writer adds, •' As there wefe 
•^ many, it feems^ long afterwards, who did } 
*^ and undertook accordingly, to write in 
•* Order and ai feemed gtad to them^ ®*r.*'— 
What fhall we fay of the noble Writer on 
dds Occafion ? Why, this only ^ *' Thil 

ov(«vov SUM ncfpwf^ nM$ mtf mv %ilm ^ivif» IVm 
it TIC uif Mcoytf %K$niHTf t«((i|#iif fvf f^f^ ^y^^NP^ 

;^«(ic.**-E3M«vo^ jucv wt r^itiSttit Af^<#v iwH^vt fyytm* 

Ttfloy, ova VUtf ffl TO Vf TOi; U(QC9KUflQig KrirfMk 

Strabo, L xvi, 

"in- 
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** inafmuch as it feemedgood to him to inter- ^ ^^'^ 
pret this Preface of St. Lvkz, ht tijeretV^ 
thought himfelf at Libercy to itkUxtrt^. At 
" tf^ itfi^Viedgo(d to him.'' 

There are three i3ir>rc Sur>;caij, ^A*ch 
bis Liordifhip hath thougrit n: tu r^jfut'^t^.i: 
jn th( Manner w^ich Ji^med f/A^ t^ iofkm. 
Thcfc are, firll, the divine f oreicv^wiert^^ 
communicated to JoszrH su tLc Ici^juys^ 
tation of Pharaoh ,» Lf^^ix:^^^ ^^^Vjfwt^, 
^the Rife oi Bigiitrj, or :t..'i/Aj^ UtJA^mk^y^ 
^A rPerfecutim. Tr.i;»i. /, i.v^ >r.fv^*- 
pally, The Relatir.:^ w;^c.'. :».e />«',/> k^- 
ftitutions bear to diC L^^ti^-^ . la 'fi» 
thefe, the nocic v^';,r^ r.aflv *.mo^*v^ 
ev.ery Art cf Ir^nu^ir^n ii:*^^ Ai-s^^i-r, '.^^ 
he^might thro*^ a:; fxi.JMr* w -M .\^U^^a*^ 
piipcnlatioiL T>^i ?V45*:^.% x^'^ ^-^'^ 
merit a parricu^ Ov.line*wfrir>n a44 T 
.npt been happuy srevcr^M .7 nw .^weV 
learned Fricr.vi^ -who X^itr. .". / ^/ ,rA'A 
yliieir WcakaeLs m fi-;sii? .^v^Ki^^^ '7'-*-f. 
nfare of art frae %rr.^^An/^\ T^ ^;'?ii^ 
'•f.^^/^» c/*^to '>.?/>. T/.itJfie- lie /fr:4Ae^ 
^isxcferr'd i w^je^rc m. "41 Ar-H i*^^. /"nfg^ 
. tions traced wirj» liii,^ k^^>f ^A >4^0ff 
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Ess A K fo peculiar, to the Autlaor <rf that great 

•- l_Work^- . ..y , ;. 

, It may now be neceflary to ejcainin^ tbe^ 
third Chapter of the noble Wrker'B ibcond 
Mifcc^lany^ where he makes it hisPrelence^. 
*'. to prove the Force of jffiwwwwr in Religion.'.V 
Of ivhich it may be faid, that it is the truei^ 
Piece of Randcan-fPork^ the moft gctfiuiiie^ 
Farccy that i$ perhaps to be met witlk in anf r 
^Writer of whatever Age or Nation.: - H»» 
divides it (as j:very Farce ought to be^ dlvii^' 
-edj into three ASls. .In its-Progrefe^Wc at* 
carried into a very Fairy* Land oi Thiit^kti 
if not more properly a eonfufed Gbaos. , Fafh 
fy&^ he jfets about with great Solemokjt^ 
to prove, '* that Wit and Humour, ^ftflj; 
' ^ corroborative of Religion, and promotimi 
" of true Faith :" To prove this, a Stoqri 
U told, by which it 'appeais> that not WH. 
and Humour^ but godd Humour or Fajinefs^ 
^£mper is thus corroborative and profmti^e ? 
Then, in Conclufion, Wit and Humour cofae 
in again, to overturn all that hath bmti 
done, and fhew that good Humour hath fuf- 
fered itfelf to be ridiculoufly impofedupon. • 

8 With Relation to the firft of thefe Points, fee the' 
Div. Leg. Vol. ii. p. i6^. For the fecond, fee/^. Book 
iv § 6.^ For the third, fee Book iv. § 6. pafiim. 

Tho* 
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' Tho* If doth not 'dpjp^lr rfiat our iho- S fe g r; 
dem Advocates for Wit and Humour arc fo — -' , 
rieat^i^^ejed in their Fatle astheyfcem 
tb think thcmfelves ; yet it muft be owned 
thdf Gencrofity is fo much the more to be 
applauded, in thus pieading the Caufe of 
Clhtitt Whb fiever employed 'them. How- 
ever, taking for granted what feems to be 
Ae real Ftjuftdation of their Writihgs on 
thy Subjedt, ' '' that talking in Praife of Wit 
^^ and Humour is a Proof of their being 
^^pojfefed of them, and that confequently 
^^'they ire Parties in the Caufe /' I fhall 
tltft^envy the noble Writer any Man's Ad-- 
ffHrationy who may think proper to eftcem 
hfiln a Wit^ on account of the grotefque Ap- 
pctfi^artee^ he aflumes throughout this pre- 
ftftt 'Mifcelkny. 'T\% my Intention only to^ 
i^hVihce the plaki Reader, that this fuppofed 
ff^t is' by no means PbilofophicaL 

. ThB' firft Head therefore, he tells us, is 
t6 make it appear, that Wit and Humour 
are corroborative of Religion and promo- 
tive of true F^th." To this Purpofe he 
tires us with a Stdry, not the moft eieganf- 
ly plann'd, ip my Apprehenfion, of a **Club 
•* of >w^/-ry. Gentlemen, who in a travelling 
•^ Expedition meeting with forry Roads «nd 

A a 2 ** worfe 
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E s s A y <« worfe^ Fare, laugh'd themfelvcs into H 
' ^^ Belief, that both Roads, Accommodation^, 
** and Cookery, were perfedtly good. '• 
What follows is the Moral or Application 
of this curious Conceit. *^ Had. L to deal 
" with a malicious Reader, he might per^ 
" haps pretend tQ infer from this Story of 
•* my travelling. Friends, that I intended 
*^ to reprefent it as an eafy Matter iosl^^^^ 
pie to p^^rfuade themfelves into yfhUH 
Opinion or Belief they fdeajfed." < >... iit 
Now without troubling purfclyci^tOif In- 
quire how far this Sfory is a Proof jC^r.Uie 
noble Writer's fundamental Maxim, " Tjh^t 
." Ridicule is a Teft.of Truths". let us: pro- 
ceed to the intended Moral-, which ieemis 
evidently calculated to throw a fal^ Light 
on religious Belief-, by reprefenting it as,t)|e 
mere EiFeft of Prejudice, Self-Impq/itiM, 
and Deceit, To refcue it, . therefore, froqi 
this infinuated Calumny, we need not deny, 
but in^, that the Paflions, falfe Interefb, 
and Prejudices of Mankind mufl indeed for 
ever hang as a Byafs upon their Opinions. 
But it muft be further obferved too, that 
thefe Paflions and falfe Interefls will at leafl 
as often prejudice them again/i Religion, as 
in its Favour. 'Tis true, there arc Prej\i- 
$ dices 
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dices in Favour of Religioo, sifing from ^£.^^' 
EdueslHmi bat there arc Pirc^acyoes ag^unft _J^ 
it foo, arifing from ^nckm Pafiom. Some 
are Jmigmne in tfack ^Hsfes^ and hoice, 
whOe their CoodoA is ▼istuoos, isnjb^ and 
therefore be&ne Rei^^ to be true : O- 
thers ^rcJSmpuMt in their Hcfes^ but aiumr 
dmed in thdr Coodud, and tbeiefore live 
tbemiehres iolD a Belief that Religion i&falfe. 
Settle, thro' a Dread of Annihilation, per- 
ibade them^ves beyond the Strength of 
Evidence: Others, thro' the Prevalence of 
a fufpicioos Caft of Mind, rged: even what 
is probable. Thus Faffions and Prgudiees 
work powerfully indeed ; but they work 
b6th fir and againfi Religion. It flioukl 
•{cem then, that the noble Writer's Moral, 
Hilrhich he aims at Religion^ may with equal 
Force be apply'd to Infidelity : For it is but 
Ttippofing a Man given up to Vanity or Vice^ 
ittid we (hall foon ** fee him enter into fuch 
^* a Plot as this againfl: his own Under- 
*^* ikiidihg, and endeavour by all poflible 
^ MeaW to perftiade both himfelf and d- 
^'^ thcrt' of what he thinks rtwy^fei^/ and 
•^ ufiful t6 DISBELIEVE;" 'Tis idfe there- 
€ofb to mfift on the Prejudices^iAer]/ir or 
^^^/iaf^Rcligtdnr^'th^ will both naturally 

A a 3 arife j 
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Essay arifc : and it is the Part of Rcafon to con- 

[II 
^ troul them. But we may fafely leave it to 

apy one's Determination, which Temper or 
Mind is the moft amiahky that which en- 
tertains prejudices in Favour of Rebgion, or 
a^ainfl it. 

The noble Writer proceeds to his fecond 
jiead \ but feems at the fame time confci- 
ous how little it was to any good Purpofc, 
However,' in Failure of Truth ^nd Method^ 
he again hath r^courfe to what he feems 
to think HVit and Humour ; and which, for 
^ aught I know, may pafs for fucb among 
his Admirers. ^* However, fays hej iefl I 
** fhould be charged for being worfe than 
^* my Word, I {hall endeavour to fatisfy my 
** Reader, by purfuing my Method pro- 
^* pofed i if peradventurc he can caH to 
^^ Mind what that Method was. Or if he 

cannot, the Matter is not fo very impor-. 

tant, but that he may fafely purfue his 
*' Reading, without further Trouble." 

But tho' it was prudently done in tho» 
noble Writer, to throw the Subjedt of his 
fecond Head into Shades 5 yet for the Sake 
of Truth, we muft drag it into Light. It 
was therefore to prove '* That Wit and Hu- 
** mour are ufed as the proper Means of 

" pro- 



re 
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'^ prom^tipg true Faith,, by the holy Foun-* Sect, 

*^ ders of Religion/* But when we come 

>to the Point, for Wit and Ifymwr, by Vir- 

tiii^ of a certain De^^rity of Hand, the 

Reader is again unexpededly presented 

with good Humour in their Stead. This, 

. it will bf laid, is nimble deling s but what 

of that^ fb long aa it may tend to diigrace 

QhriftiMtty and its Founder? The noble 

Writer's Application therefore, is flill more 

.: J^traprdinary. ^' The Afiedtion and Love 

wjbich procures a true Adherence to the 

n$w religious Foundation, muft depend 

? *f either on a real or counterfeit Goodnefs in 

j^ the religious Founder : Whatever ambitious 

** Sfiirft naay infpire bim ; whatever yJivjjra 

fie^l or perfecuting Principle may lie in 

J^eferve^ ready tp difclofe itfelf when Au* 

(hority and Power is once obtained ; the 

^^Jkfi ^^^^^ ^^ DoSirine^ however fails not 
to piefent us with the agreeable Views 
*' of Jcy^ Lovey Meeknefs^ Gentlenefs^ and 
w y Moderation.*' ^r-T^o fpeak my inmoftSen-r 
^ ., lunents of this Faifage, it is of too black a 
»|*JatuFe to deferve a Reply. There are 
r certain ipegree? of Calumny fo flagrant ^ as 
. figured Truth difdains to anfwer ; and this 
• is of the Kind. On this Occafion, there* 

A a4 fore. 
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^6ef On Revealed Re l ig ion 

E f s A T fofm ^e {hall leave the noble Writer to ther^ 

Til 

Rcfleflions of every bofie/i Man ; in Con-- 
fiDTmity to the Example of that blefied Per- 
fon, ♦* wbo when be was reviled^ reviled not 
''again^r 

The next Gircumftance in holy Writ, 
that falls under his Lord(hip's Animadver- 
fion, is what he calls ^^ The famous Entry 
** or bigb Dance performed by David in 
*' the Procefljon of the facred Coffer.** In 
vrhich he hath again reprefented Things as 
it feemed good to him* Here, by cx>nfound- 
ing ancient^ with modem Manners (in fuch 
a Way as is quite unworthy of his Char^- 
ter, and fuited only to the Genius of a 
Cb^^H&oi^ Freethinker) he hath endeavour-- 
cd to bring down the folemn ProceJJion of a 
grand religious FefiivaU to a Level with the 
Merriments of an Api(h Danctng-Mafier. 
Tliis Reprefentation may very^ probably 
pafs current among many of his Admirers 5 
fo that it had been necei&ry to fet the Mat- 
ter in its true Light; but that here too, I 
am happily prevented by a judicious Wri- 
ter, who hath done all imaginable Juflicc 
to the Argument; and efFedlually ex- 



*Sec above, § 3. of this Efay, p. 269, 



pofed 



tfin/CHRKTiANn%. ^ y&t: 



pofcd the noble Writer's Weikncfs and In- ^^f^ 
finccrity*. • 

His Lordihip now proceeds to the Story 
of the Prophet Jonah, which he hath bur-* 
lefqued and turned to Farce with that De- 
licacy, fo peculiar to himfelf. The Story 
itielf is indeed authenticated by our SAvr^^ 
our'^ naention of it, as emblematical of his 
own Death and Refurredion. Its Moral is 
cXcell^t ; being an illuftrious Difplay of the 
divine Mercy to penitent and returning Sin- 
ners, exemplified in God's remitting the 
.Punishment denounced, and fparing a de- 
voted Gity on its fincere Repentance ; as alfo 
♦of the Frailty and Imperfediion of the beft 
of Men, fet forth in the Prophet's Behaviour 
. on the Occafion. To this we may add 
** the Propriety of the Miracle recorded,** 
which was itfelf an extraordinary and moft 
^ awaken ing * ' Inftance of Puniflimen t infliSf- 
** ^dim Difobedience^ and remitted on Repen- 
^^iance\' and therefore bearing zJlrongRe- 
\ Arf/Wto the E-D^/ for which it was wrought; 
being peculiarly adapted^ when made known 

• to the Ninevitesy to induce them to hearken 

• to the Prophet's Preaching, to Mieve what 

' Sec Dr. Ldand's Anfwtr t$ thg Moral Philofopher^ 

p. 29 T , &C. 

he 
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E s » A yJic denounced and promifed^ tad rgcuze them 
at once into a Fear of God's yuftice^ 3Hd a 
Reliance on his iM5?rjcy *". 

Such then being the real Nature erf the 
Fjd; the Secret of the noble Writer's po- 
iitie ReprefentaticHi lies iq his burlefqiuing 
the Circumflances of tht fuppofed Diflagne 
hetiveen Gob and the Prophet i ao eafy 
Tafk for any one who is di^ngenuous 
or ignorant enough to reprefent as flridly 
Utter aly what is evidently parabolical ; |u:* 
oording to the frequent and known Mannei: 
qf Compofition in the earlieft Ages'. This 
his Lord (hip feems to have been aware of ; 
** Whatfoevcr of this Kind may be aUegih^ 
** gorically underftood, or in the Way of Pa^ 
*^ rable or Fable^ &c/* Now had he treat- 
ed the Scripture Story with the fanae Can- 
dour which he affords to other ancient 
Writers, he would not have abufed this 
Paflage in fo unworthy a Manner. A Writer 
pf no Abilities, if provided only with a fuf^ 
fident Quantity of Spleen and falfe Con- 

* In the xith Chapter of St. Luke^ oqr Savioyr lays, 
that *' Jonas was a Sign unto the NInevites/* This 
evidently implies, that he confidered this Miracle, and 
the Fate of Jonas^ as an ExartipU of learning to that 
Pedple ; in the Manner here reprefented. 

^ See the Div. Leg. Vol ii. where ^ full Account is 
given of the Origin aiidProgrefs of this kind of Writing. 

ceit. 
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-ceitj might eafily ridicule his favourite Piece, ^ ^.^ ** 
*' The Judgment of Hercules :" And <^^ 
a raw Imagination, difgrace that inftru£Uye 
Fable, by burlefquing the fuppofcd Confe- 
rence between the Goddejfes and the Uerce^ 
YiRQiL hath In Faft been fo ferved. Aa4 
if Works of misre Invention, and of the he** 
roic Kind, ftudioufly contrived to avoid 
every thing low, obfcure, or equivocal, ace 
ibbjeft to this Abufes can we wonder, : if 
the fuccindt E(iftory of an anciept Fad^ - 
recording the Difpenfations of Providence^ 
a Matter very obfcure in itfelf, and relative 
to ancient Manners fo diftant from our owe, 
ihould be liable to the falfe and dijGioneft 
Lights of BufFoonry ? We may further ol> 
ferve that the noble Writer's Ridicule fom6- 
times falls on divine Providence itfelf: ** His 
** i'utor bad good Eyes^ and a long Reach j^ 
" he overtook xht Renegade at Sea, &c/'-^ 
Could an Epicurean have ufed more indcr 
cent Language ? 

His Lordfbip goes on, to ridicule " the 
** pefcriptiwiSy Narrations^ ExpreJfionSj and 
y Pbrafcs* qf holy Scripture: But thefe wc 
fhall pais over at preCent, as they will der 
ferve a feparate Confideration. He touches 
once more on the Fatriarcb Abraham : 

and 
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£ s s A r jmd they who are curious enough to look 
for the Objedion, may find a full Anfwer 
to it, in the Plate here referred to «". 

The next, and only remaining Circuto- 
ibuice worthy of Notice in this Mifcellatiy, 
» a fret ended Tranfiatim from Plutarch : 
In which the noble Writer deals as honour^ 
ably by that Author, as before by Ctor^ias 
or Arijstotle*. But here toa, laiii^re- 
vented by the learned PHiLtLEU'rHE*u8 
LiPsiENSis: However^ as his Lofd(bJ|p*s 
Condud: is remarkable on this Occafionix it 
may not be improper to exhibit a View 
of it in the great Critic's Words 5 who, it 
jnuft be owned, hath chaftifed thfe nbble 
Writer fomewhat roughly ^ and jlrifiarchus'' 
like. 

\ ** He (Mr. Collins) quotes the Place 
^^ as it is tranflated forfooth in the C6j- 
^ raSlerifiics^ a Book writ by an anohy- 
•* mous, but, whoever he is, a very whim- 
** fical and conceited Author. O wretched 
•* Grecians (fo that Author renders Plu- 
tarch) who bring into Religion that 
^Jrightful Mien ^ of fordid and vilifying 
^*' Devotion, ill-favoured Humiliation and 

T 

■ Dlv. Leg, .Vol. ii p. 620. " See s^bovc, 

^pyl § ix. • 

• ''Con- 






and CntLi^tiMnvtT^^ ^Bf 

•* Ointritiofh (ibje& L^ks and Countenances f S k c rZ 
^* CoTiftemationSy . Trtfiratkm^ J^^fiffira-i.^^^^^^^Ji^ 
** tiom^ andy in the AStofWbtJhip^ DiftoTfi. 
^^ tim$^ conffrained and painful Pofturei of 
\^:tbe Bodyy ^ry Faces ^ beggarly Tmei; 
^^.Mumpings^ Grimaces^ Cringings^ and the 
V reft of this Kind. ^-^Thvis far that name^ 
t^. Jefc Ofiniatre : And our worthy WritttP 
!^:,(Mr4CoLi,iNs} Jbtroduces it widi agravo 
|VAir, ./Ao/. Pi^uTARCH thus fatirizes tbi 
i* pubHc Forms of Devotion i which yet ark 
Vifucby as, inalmoft all Countries, pcfsfop 
^l the true Worjhip of God. — This would 
f* partly be true, if thofe were really the 
?' Words , of Plutarch : But as not one 
V, .Syllable i of them is found there, what 
*' muft we think of this Couple of Corrupt 
fyter;S and Forgers ? There is nothing in all 
f'.rjhis, but their own Disfigurations and 
^\ Dijiortions of the Original; their owA 
^\Mumpings^ and beggarly T!ones, white 
l-^they pretend to fpeak in Plutarch's 

y^ice. v.— Plutarch having obfervftd; 

that Supcrilition alpne allows no Eafb 
^^ nor Intenpi^on, even in Sleep; their 
r Dreamis,. ^dds he, do. as i;nuch tormeAt 
" them then, as their waking Thoughts did 

before j they feek for Expiations of tbojc 

Vijions 
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1:**AY<* yiJcMs no&urtiitti Charms y Sulfttraitinii; 
^JIL-" Dipping in tU Sea, Sitf^h^s; all Day in, 
^^iheGrtmnd. , " * 

( "I ... • ■ . . T > . ■ 4 I 1. J ■ -i 

^^ O Qtccks^ Inven(crs ^Barbarkn Sky* 

• 

^^bofe Superftitkn has dH)iJei RowHngs 
•* in the Mire and in the Kenneis; Jyifpi^gs 
^^ in the Seay GroveEngs ^md I'Atothings 
** ttpon the Face, deformed Sittings m the ^ 
^ Earthy obfurd and uncouth AdDratims. 
^ This is a verbal Intfcrpnetation- of iJbit 
*^ Place — and now I dare afk the Rcadcri 
•* if he has feen a more fkgraiitlnftancc?6f 
** Unfaitbftihnfs zpd Fi^^j"^, than lhis\of 
^* our two Writers ? HumHatitm and Cbiir- 
** trition^ known Words in your EngHJb 
^ Liturgy^ are to be tradticed here tinder 
^* Plutarch's Name, Where do thofe ' 
^* and their other Phrafes appear in the 
^' Original? or where do the Rites, -He ' 
** really fpeaks of, appear in your Forttt of 
Worfhip ? who among you row I tbeni'^ 
fehes in Mire^ or walhw in Kemwh ? a 
Ceremony fit only to he enjoined to fuch 
'* crackbrained and fcandahus Writers ♦/ ' 

The remaining Paft of this randoni 
Eflay, is fo completely vague and unintel- 
ligible, that although it be evidently de- 

^PhiL Lipftenf, p. 210, ^c, 

figned^ 
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fignedj as % contintied Sneer kt Cbrtfiia^ ^^n^ 

nityy 'tfe hnpojlfibfe to pick fo much « an L 

ObjeBkn^ or ewn an /^sfe/? out t>l it. *Tis 
therefore below Criticifm, To conclude; 
whefi I fee the noble Writer debafc Itimfelf 
in this ftrange Manner, exercifing at once 
the lowefl Tkrijimy and Infliding the Sedd^ 
Ueft Wo$mds on Religim \tftd Chrijfianrty ; ' I 
tnoft own, the Appear ftnte he makes, calls 
up totny Imagination a Remark of his own, 
" That tl>ere cannot beaSight more fliock- 
*' iog and corttcmptifele, thati that oF a 
^* Man afting at once the Part of a Merrf^ 
" Andrew y and an Executitmer^ !' 

It may be neceflary, finally, to obviatd 
hsk Lordfhip's perpetual Sneer at the Mjf^ 
teries of our Religion. Thefe, when parti*, 
cular Topics fail him, are the ftandihgOb^ 
jefls ^ of bis Raillery. To cite particular 
Pafiflges of this Kind, were needlefi, bbi 
catiie they are innumerable. The plain Imi 
plication of all his grofs Banter, is, " Thak 
•' becaufe in the Cbrijiian Difpenfatiodi 
** there are fome things, which furpaft hu^ 

man CJompriehenfion, Cbrt/Hamty is there-s^ 

fott oAfur J find ridkulous.'* 

With Regard to this Cavil, therefore; ; 

P «P7f and H Pittt i. § iii. ' '" ' 

I 'tis 
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3^8 On Revealed Reliciok 

1^ 8 s A y 'tis not my Intention to infift on proviftg tht 
^^ Difference between Things being ahve 
*^ Reafon and Things being contrary to Rea-* 
^' fon ; or that Propofitions may be true, 
** though they are aiave our Reafon, fo 
** long as they are not contrary to it/' Full 
enough has been faid on this Subjed, and 
by no body better than by the excellent 
Mr. Boyle. 'Tis a Queftion of mcM^ Im- 
portance to decide, " Why any thing nyf-- 
*^^ terious fhould be admitted into a Religion, 
<< revealed for the IJf^ of Man ?" And in 
Anfwer to this, we need only obferve, that 
Revealed Religion being deiigned for Man's 
Ufey its effential Dodtrines are plain, intelligi- 
ble to all, accommodated to the Nature and 
Faculties of the bmman Kind. But as this 
Syflem not only reveals to us our Duty^ but 
all Motives too which may induce us to 
pradife it 5 fo, in Order to inforce tbefe^ and 
convince us of the Truth of their divine Ori- 
ginal, it was neceffary that a Hijiory of Pro^ 
vidence^ or God's Difpenfation^ fliould be 
revealed along with them. Hence fbme- 
thing myjierious muft needs arife 5 unlefs you 
fuppofe Man infinite in Knowledge. For as 
this Syftem reveals to us feveral Particulars 
(fo far as they ftand connected with Piety 

and 



ik&S;Mmtl$) which rdate ta the Nature of S e c f < 
^|3(02>, the State of other^ and AipeFior fie- 
logfct the Qctginal Condition of Mins the Ip^ 
Jief portion of Providence for hi& Redeqrif 
-ption, the Change of his Nature and Facul*^ 
lics« through the future Periods of his Exif 
ifience^ itif^l ivhich (pireumilance^, his p^e^ 
•&n£ Risuch of Thought could gi^e him no 
Ijifermation ; 'tis evident that in thefe Ac« 
iOMiRts, many SubjeAs niuft h^ touched upon^ 
jaad jA^r iyfitms o£ Bting occasionally 
'{^mcid'at^ the full Knowledge of whlch» 
'Hijpft Jbc far beyond hia prefent Cotppre*- 
Jieii^fion. Now £>^ far as thefe Truths and 
JFtiSte^ though imperfeSiiy reve^kd^ have 
fSffy Tendwcy to enligbten \m Mind^ as tp 
jthc gfcncnal P/nn ef Prcwden^^ef (>r ftand 
i^onriei^ed in any other Manner wkh Heii^ 
'^an and Virtue y fo as to enewrage and /r^f* 
moie thenx, tfa^ oiuift ihrely be admittdd as 
Ckcumftiinces of great Pr^iety and Uft. 
Or even, (i^ppo^g fonie of them to be of 
nmey. yet if lihey ftan4 &>^ eilentially eonne^^ 
id With others ^tobkb sre^ fo th^ the one 
cafinQt be deftroyied without the other} 
this very Circumftance oi effential UnioH, 
cfFeftually deftroys every Objettion againft 
their being of divine Original. 

B b Thers 
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fe^VAV ' THEkEiTiayi)fe,iikeWift, an5 tlndoifal^* 

^ediy afe Ibrhe few Myfterics of anbthcr 

Kind in the Mofaic Difpettfation i 6uchi-I 

irieao, as may'feenl, to fbme Appirehen- 

^iibns, hot To ealily recoftcileable to ihti'mo- 

WAttribufek of Go»: Of whith Kind 

4 

there are fome too, in the Conftitution of 

the natural World. 1^6^ here tvilieve^ 

*. " • ■ ■ ' 

taiion. as in Nature^^hiht Part of Kumdn 
KesLfon to acquiefce ih * this m^erioUs «id 
Urikhowti Pirt, from what is ckar znAhtoiWi'^. 
Of this Kind, perhaps,' is the Ejqpuffiwi'of 
iht Cariaanitei un&tr ycjhuay which? ' »dlc 
noble Writer hath taken fuch Pains to *vilf- 
'iy^ He might with as* much Reafchin- 
'fult the Creator, for the Admiflion of Storm, 
Famine^ dr Pejiiknce. For as in-NatUife, 
fo in revealed Religion, we are not to judge 
of the whole Conftitution or Dilpenfation of 
Things, bom f mall ^ndifeeming Exceptions :. 
On the contrary, 'tis the Part of Wifdom 
to determine concerning thefe feeming Ex- 
ceptions from a full View of the 'whole Dif. 
•penfation. \i thii evidently tend to Good, 
the unprejudiced Inquirer into Nature and 
Re'uelation attributes the Doubt and Dark- 

*! Sec above, § iv, of tiu$ EjJ^i^*^ - ' Adj'ice^ P. iii. 

nefs. 
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which may jpvolye any p^ttlmhr,^^ 

]A^. juftly ; for as the poble Wfiter haA "^ ' 

.tol4 us Qri this vety Qccafion^ ** In an ^- 
jy-finity of 'Thifngs thus r^A?//w, a MincJ, 
V** '^hich Ices not infinitely^ can fee nqthihg 

Let us therefoit, while a$ yet We fee but 
»g; through a Glqfsand darkly^ contemplate 

•^.the Works of God with Reverence and Sub- 
:inij3ioni Let . us wait the happier Hobri 

y,^hcsi'%i^ fiall inmv tveti as we are ^knownt 

./jij^hch we fhall be raifed to a more enlarged 
Gomprehenfion of our Creator's immenfe 

. Jpefigns i and the whole intelligent Crea- 
,tjon (hall joyn^ iteconfeding and adoring 
the unerring Retftitude of all his Difpenia-- 

ttions. 

■ ' • • . . . 

; S E G T ION VIII. 

I * . 

r - • , ■ . • ■ ' 

;ti I T H E R T Q we have feen the S e c t. 
ibbbie . Writer buffooning and difgracing , 

fibrijiianity^ from 9 falfe Reprefentation of 
its material T^LTt: we (hall now cbnfidir 
what he hath throv^a out again(t the Cdm^ 

pojitiony Style ^ and Manner of the facred 

^ M^, Partii. §iv, 

B b 2 ^ Scriptures y 
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J7t 0;!/ Revealed KeliqioH 

E s 5 A r Scriptures j for on thistoe> he has thougH 

^ it cxpcdien t tp fH>int his Raiilery: 

■ 'He fells us, m the irmkal T^one^ *^ that 

"th«- Scriptural Defcriptions, Narrations^ 

Ex:pre(nori3, aqd Phrafes, are in thcnv* 

felves mwy Times exceedingly plealanti 

entertaining, and facetious.— ^That cur 

Saviour's Style, -—his Parables^ Sifrii- 

** lies, Comp^rifons, — his Exhortations to 

-* his Difciples, the Images under which 

" he often couches his Morals and pniden*^ 

^' tial Rutee — - carry with th^m a ccrtaia 

** Feflhityi Alacrity^ and good Humoi^ 

:f ' fb remarkable, that I ihouLd look upon 

'* it as imptiflible not to be ttiov'd iti zpleot^ 

*^ fant Manner at their Recitals" Tp 

•thefe general Gavils he hath added a SimHc 

in another Mifcellany, which, as is ufu^l 

with all fanciful Writers, is to ftand for an 

'Argument; He %s ^ 'tis no otherwifc 

** in the grammatical Art of Char after s, and 

" fainted Speech ^ than in the Art o^Pdint^ 

** ing itfelf I have feen, in certain Chrif- 

" tian Churches, an antient Piece or two, 

^* affirmed on the folemn Faith of prieftly 

" Tradition, to have been angelically and 

*' divinely wrought, by a fupernatural 

* M'tfc, ii. c. 3. 

'' Hand 



and Christianity. ^>) 

«* Haad and 6crcd PenciL Had Ac Pie<» \?^^- 

** happen'd to be of a Hand like Rapha- — -, 

^* ^iJ^ I could have found nothing C€r^ 

•* /tfrff to oppofe to this Tra<^iion. But 

^* having obfcrved the whole Styte ainl 

f * Manner of the pretended heavenly Work- 

f^ manfliip to be fo indifierent, as to vary 

f^ in m^y Particulars from the Truth of 

** Art, I prefum'd within myfelf to beg 

** Pardon of the Tradition, and aiiert con* 

?* fidently, that, if the Pencil had been 

f f Ueaven-guided^ it could never have been 

f • fo lame in it's Performance-'/* This in- 

*genious Conceit, in die foblequent Para-r 

graph, he very clearly^ iSao' Jlyly^ applies t6 

the holy Scriptures. 

'T IS the Province of Wtt to form Com*^ 
farijom ; of Pbilofipby to deteSi their Weak^ 
nefsy when they are obtruded on us as t 
^e/i of Truth. On Examination therefor* 
I will venture to fay, the noble Writer'^ 
Parallel will be found highly irregular and 
defedHve. 

For there Js m ejfcntial Difference be^ 
tween Paintings and Wriiing^ both in their 
jB;2^and Exectdion. Paintings, with Re- 
gard to thek End, are things of mere A^ 

y Mifc. ▼. c. I. 
B b 3 mufemcnt 



^^^'^ymttfemeef ^fi faje :' C6ntequent\y ail Aeii? 

^ ' , Valiia lies in the Exquifiienejs ai the\(?r^,^ 
aq?l; t^e J^ HrtK// of the Mafter.' ' Tis^ 
li^ewife % Species of Art, that lies chicffy' 

ir^;:the,npy(; Writer's more elegant Ptraufci 
t^.Mire f^^fffj ,l?eiRg. ^fCaP^k,„t^^o' a 
^aflt; of J^ffirf^ qf gaining ^siy Prp^cicn-- 
<gf io thi?7i2^p; or of acquiring th^t curious 
©ifserpment.if O^do^nance, Drawtngj^zn^ 
Colourings which is at pnce the f^rlde antl 
Pic^furc of thfj y^irtuofprl'ribe, .^ " 

..: Bqx with Refpefl: to J^anguage the Af- 
^r is ptherwifp : It'^ Ends arc vari(>^ 
f rqm the Four different Kinds of literary 
Cmnpofition, as explained above "j.therf 
ipuft arife a cprrefppndpnt Yariety of Style, 
the "^I^oetif^l, the Oratorial, the Hijloricalf 
jBifd Hitk^ic. Thp Firft of thefe Kinds 
miotic partake^.of the Natiire of Figure, ani 
iberefore can alone bp properly compare^ 
>vith it; as they are bpth referr'd to the 
Ijnagtnation, for the End of Pleajitre : Thp 
other three Species of Cpmpqfitipn, tend- 
ing chiefly p Uiilify, by the Means qf 
J^erjuafion or InjiruSlion, draw their prin[^e 
.yajue from Plainnefs, Clearne/s, and P«* 

iSeeS^yii. §3. 

fj/J'on; 



WCHRrST^^NlTYy I '%7y 

**,, From being ^adapted, not to "^e**^*- 
of iht'fafiidioui-CriJicl hk''^'m^i^^!^^ 
facfties of thofe who are tficMntertdcd'Ofe^^' - ' ■■■■—* 
jel^s jof Perfuafion or" Infif^EiMt. -'HtSg^ 
rfep^' the noble Wri;er*s Fa'ralfif rtctaiiJ^ 
^^'Ijr (Jf feaive : Since it Was the lriiihli6"r?6P 
trmdence, in the iacred ' ^^npttirts,' ''^S' 
condeTceiiul to whathis'totdQiip'S Q£^i|4^ 
and' refin^ Wifdcim intitle him^ difdaiii/^ 
even io inftru0 tie '^ere; Vulgar : Where^S^ 
^e End of Fainiivgtlk brilv ibe'AmuJme^ 
^ the Few. , ^ ' ,.".'' .'■■■'^-■^'J 

In Regard to, tliej6xpfK//KB, we- fh^ff 
jSnd as wide a piffereiVcfe. '•ThtJfc'-isi' in 
Philofophical ftritSnefs, but one ■ rnivary'^ 
^a^uage or St^k in Fainting; whicfi li 
*'*,fuch a Modification of Light or Colours ai 
*' may imitate whatever ObjeiSs we find in 
^Nature." This qonfifts not in th^ ,,^ 
plication of arbitrary Signs j buthath it's 
foundation in the Senjes and Reaf(m iX. 
Mankind ; and is therefore the fame ine<^ 
ry Age and Nation. But in the literaiy'iSij^ 
or Lan^iiage^ the Matter is far ofherwTf^. 
For Language being the voluntary Ap^- 
^cation of arbitrary Signs,' according to^llfe 
-tbnfent of different Mtri &hd NatiotBj*- tljcfe 
i& no ^ngle uniform Model of Nature*"^ 'be 
B b 4 ' follow- 



J^!^/ j^odef i^ Speech »t«'Ml«^ 

w&b, to fit th« S({»0cl|'^iic^^^^^ 

lire mvf reaibnai^ ifop^fe, fbi^ j^ 

tj locals feculiar^ zad^f^rptefy^^ 

ijul convey it uotocfMipfl^'ft vjl/^^^^^^ 

the. more mivdrjgi X^^if^ 

every Tongue. ^ . -"^ --^t: 

The noble Writer, then, tnight wit!^ 
fome jffiew of Reafon have objedcd to tho. 
Style of Scripture, had the Writers bo^ft- 
ed it's Elegante, as Mahomet did that oF 
his Koran, and defy '4 all his OppOfcrs t* 
Write any thing approachiing it ib this Rc- 
fpeft. But the facfed Writers difcover no 

X)efign or JDefire of excelling asj^«f Writ- 
eJrs; On the cofitfafyj St. Paul &ys, 

" they came not with the Power of htimaft 

** Speech," and gives a Rcafon for it ^hicfti 

does Hotiour to his Miflion. 
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^Fwo* this Scrut^iiy aloHe ttiidat Isfetciffi- ^ e e W 
^fenit K)*dtt!e<5t ahd<difcredit the Wantonnefe '-7 
^^c tK^Wc Writer's Compatifon J yet it ^ 
will farther lead u^ to a faH Difclofbrc of the 
Truth ; by Shewing fbat to be the peculisur. 
i2harai9!eriftic of the Scripture Compojttim^ 
which hath ever held the firft R-ank among 
the Qualities of hutnan Writings ^ I mean, 

^ftt of |WfJ^«i?if SlMPLiCITTt 

A3 much hath been faid by many 'Writ- 
ers on the SitbjeiS: of Simplicity^ with very 
^ttje PrecHion; and particulsp-ly by the 
noble Writer j^ who feems to feparate the 
Jimple Manner from the SuMime, as if they 
were incompatibie ^ ; and indeed in his o wq 
Compofitjons prepoftcroufly deferts the one^ 
when* ever he attempts thp other ^ : It may 
be neceflary here to fix the Idea of a Ju^ 
Simplicity, This may be faid to confift 
•* in ^rutb and Weight of SENTiMfiNT, 
*' doathed in fuch Images and SxYLfi, as 
** may mofteffeftually rd?««i;(?y it to the Readr 
^* er*6 Mihd." If any of thefeCircumfiani 
<:es be wanting; if the Sentiment bej^^ 
br triflings if the Images or Style b^ 
ftxch as tend rather to fix tber Atteiitidn on 

^ AJvice^ Partii: § 2* fSe£ the Morallfts^ 

|>aftim. 

thenur 



ajf iS ; On Bev^d^d S,^m ^91^^ 

; ft 9 A "^tbifjfffhpesg^- tba^ ojpt ^c S^ntimnt they arc 
' ^' cmployc4 to cmve^ the ^'^ J^i^lifity i% . 
asArayed. This^ . i^ might be proved^ <^. 
I3fgc In4u4^Wn of ^^articul^A i^th^Qfj;, 
cxxxD&zacp in whif^ithe beft Criikf of .A^j^ 
Q!^^ pl^Cfd the^ fvpreme Excellence ojj^ 
\|f siting. ; An4i ^ in. this Ufe of the Tcrnv 
H appears, th^ ppt pniythxf/amliar, tfec 
narrative^ the ^'^i^/V,]but t]^ jfv?j^/Ar^ ^^ 
fuhUm A^anner toQ^ .af£ fo far .£r9C9 being. 
iBconfiflept with Sifpplifity^ tl^tthey arif 
then Of^ly in their Fp:fa9don, when 

. 'Tis tfrue indeed, that the f2(;Ted Re-; 
oords are. as the noble Writer calls them. 
** multifarious y and of diflfcrent Characters, 
** varying according to the Sitiwtion^ Inten? 
** tion, and natural Cap^ity of the IVritefs •/' 
Yet amidft all this Variety of Manner, the 
reigning Quality of Simplicity is fo uniforni 
juid confpicuous^ that the boldeft Enemy of 
Chrifiianity will pot be forward tp hazard 
<be Credit of his "Tafie^ by caljing it iii 
Queftion. 

. If we examine them in this Light, we 
^all find, that, according to the Divifion 
made above \ . they cpnfifl of Four diife- 
jent Kinds, xhc^ poetic^ pratorialy bijiorical^ 

iMJc. V. c. X. ^.EJfoyi *• ^3- 

and 




^M SiiaBi^ Fbrms, The poetTc lies dilfe^ S *«• je t\ 
j^'iA the Book of PfiSmsy <>f Jok, and feve^ J^^"' 
ril aitached Paflages in th^ Propb^is^ pardr- 
fulWy of J^aiaB. They conkin manj^- 
n^^Soniofumixk ox pure Imtr- 

tdiioni ytt tBefCy Being 4H centered in dne^"" 
MJMlm] ihzi of extolling th^ ^orks^ aA^' 
d&Iebrating'the PbvTer, WHtlom, and Gbodr' ■ 

lids of the 13^1^^ generally partake ^sr 
}^z^Hii&tv6^Ehjttbiceyh^^^ chiefly of'. 
m /^r/'fc^Kaia^ Ttf ail thefe, the grea^' 

piinant, that every Attempt to embellijh theiq^ 
hy 'ad4fe^ the fa^em^ 
Qff^/^Ie m^ranJI^fion^ hath ever been foun4' 
to "vdeaken and ic/!f^/7/f them.' 
; As \o the oratorial of^pathAic Pvts, innu- 
jnerable mignt be prddoced, equal if not 
ibperipr to iny recordc^^ by prophane Atir 
tiquity: In thefe, the leading Chara(5ter of 
SinipUcity is no lefs remarkable. Our SAr 
yfotm^s Parables arid Exhortations are gei 
flerally- admirable in this Quality; Filte^ 
with unfeigned Compaffion for the Weafc-^ 
pefs and Mifaics of Man^^ they breathe hor 
jhing but' the p^p-eft Benevolence. St;- 
PAtJt's laft Converfatioh with his Frien^i 

•Sec Bjfayu §3, " 



3 to Oft Revealed R e i i g i o W 

?s 8 A Yat ZphefuSy on his Departure for jfer^fart. 
lem^; his Difcourfes on the Refurreffzm znd 
on Charity ', his .Reproofs, his Cpmmfnda- 
Uons, his 4poIogfes> efpccially that before 
Xgrippa% arf wrote in the noblc:ft Strain 
pf Simplicity. . And as ^ perfe(3: Model of 
this Kind, we may givp the Story of Jo-r 
^EPH and his Bretf^ren, which for Tender^ 
p^efs, true Pathos^ and unmixed Simpiicityj 
IS beyond Comparp fupenqr to apy thing 
that appears in ancient Story. 
. But as the moft important Part of Scrip? 
ture lies in the hijloricalzn^ preceptive Part j 
^fpecially in the new "HefiamenU whence 
chiefly our Idea oi Duty muft be drawn? 
fo we find this uniform Vind Jingle Manner 
ieminentlj^ prevailing throughout, in cveiy 
Precept and Narration. The Hiilory is 
i^onveyed in that artlefs Strain w:hich alone 
could adapt it to the Capacities of all Marir 
^nd\ the Precepts deKvered by our Savi- 
our are drawn from the Principles of com-', 
tifon Senfe^ improved by the moft exalted 
Love of God and Man\ and either expref-^ 
Ted in clear and dired Terms, or couched 
Under fuch Images ^nd Allu/ions^2iS are every 
where to be found in Nature^ fuch as are, 

^Mfs^ c. XX. . !/t. c. xxvi. 

and 
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ijW CiiiiistiANLty, , i8,i 

ftijd Mfjiever he univerfilly known ^ . andyi-^^^ t# 

iwOy^zr to ill Minkind^; in which we majr^ 

fiirther obferv^, hisMannQf qF teaching wa& 

igrcatly fupcribr even to the notlc Writer'l 

juftlv applauded Socrates, who for thg 

eaolz; part drew his Ittia^e^ . and AllufionS 

irom; the tefs kntywn Arts and Manner,!^ 

of ^ the City K Through all this Variety of 

ftrycing AUufioh and moral Precept, the Styfe 

ever continues the^ feme, umadormd^ J^^^^ph^ 

}iXii^ even by the noble Writer's own Con4 

feffioni '^ i)ebemeHt and imjejliir*^' yet hevei; 

drawing the Jieider^s Attention on itjfeli^ 

bat on the divine Sentiments'it conv^^. ^ ^ 

To this we may forthec add, that thej&t 

feveral Kinds of Compofitioxi ar^ mixed and 

limted with fuch Propriety and Force, ^§ x^ 

fcarce to be equalled in any other Writings^ 

Tlie poetical Parts are heightened by th« 

•gteat Stroked of Bhquetice ind Precept ; tin! 

fdihetlcy by the liobleflr Imager j., and jufU 

t.^MQrtds\^vA^^precepU^e\%£iadx^^v^ 

fSo: Ncwtpn pn Daniel ; — Mt. Joi^tCi SHf- 

' 'vjNot indeed witho'ut Reaton ; flnce bit Dbfign ma^lij/i 
4ictenfput^ as he aimed not at the Inifra^lion of atlMaflM 

kind^ but of the more^ literate Piut of faU Felbtlr<43r* 

titens. 

^ Mifc. u. c. 3^ 



t <S i dm Revealed B^iiioj^^ 

^qffimi and' command the. iSriT/^/bf]^^^ 

i' .'T*is true, this m^dt^iniA,$itinplmfj^ Cp 
|jonfpic\;oas : in the ScHpture Compofition> 
if^tlt often giyen Qffthcf: to puerile Gritics; 
Tjbe,B<)ble Writer hath but revived thci 
0b}?6kioD^; it Wis Weakly ufg^d hS: Q^J^ 
|FS in the Infahcy pf the Chriftiah ReJigif 
bn\ At th6 Period when Letters reviv- 
e4 ixEufope, the ^nV Tafte yas fo .prei^ 
yarlent in 7/^/)^, under the Pontificate gf.LEci 
tile Tenths that the Compofition of . ; the 
Scriptures was on this Account held in ge^ 
heral Contempt j . and one of the fine Gen-^ 
tlemen in Literature ^, of thofe Dayf , i« 
known to have declared, ** that he dared 
** not to read the BH^Ie. left it (honld^n^ 
^ danger bis Style.'*. We may eafily form 
a Judgment of; the Tafte of that Age front 
this one Circumftance^ *^that their mpft 
*' elaborate and celebrated . Camppfition^ 
*f were all wrote in a dead Language ;'' For 
Jibugihey became mere Imitators^ even to a 

* Origen contra Celf, 1. vii. 
r^ ^ Cardinal PiETRO B^mbo* 

4 Decree 



^n^ with' i/, '<^^ o(h^ f i-^at Mddel 'if 

at the above-mentioned Period } while 'tHfc 
'^hertt!'* Ts^fte ^md AtteiMldn Was tilriled 
&dii& Weight tifS^J!^/«Mf; trad Strt!nigth< 6f 
J/y^^ir aMi £ji^f«^<iif?, -^' the' Jbot/and t^i 

«iiir*tls^ fedgw 6f thte faMfe Taftfc ^w'bT 

•flaik^ahittott'; fo' thht fyf^u 'long Tits* 

^f^" tlite'^Gbittpartti^^e' Merk'of' anci<Mi 
^V^iters hath^eieh ivii^ed-in a jufter Sifk!i>? 
f'^ NbWtf^^tf'^Jatritnd tfee* Writcrff ^hoft 
Cfem|feritM 'hith' ftbdd' th^ TefV t)f 'Age^ 
*»ld ^btttlfteti that 'higheft "Honour, ** thi 
««tJe/nfeffrr6rit'A'pprobatiidn of ;diftant T\tMk 
* aWi'^^Stlor*,'^ we Ihall find that theCh^l 
kafer 'Of ^Si>hpHcity Is the ' unvarying^ Cl#i 
«in^aftife,' w4i»ch alone hath been' able fi 
^fitn this 'univerfal Homage from Manltlindl 
ftflibflg 'th* G^-^/t/i whofc Wrltifs In gfthefc 
fel- ftVeof' the>te//^ Kind/the -divineA Poet"; 
il!h^ • ihttft eomnfMrtiding Oratw », the finell 
Hijioriari^ afid deepeft PM/tf/'^Aw',-' i«re^, 
%bove the reft, Confpfctidtffty' '<imin«rtt'^ 
this great Quality. Xhe Roman Wptefg 

• 

? Homer. " DemoiUiniu.o i- ^ iSenpplidiii ' ^ « Arfftotlc. 

*'^ ■ i rife 
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E s t A T rife - towards Perfaftibn adc^or^g to tm$ 
Meafiire of true Simplicity which they miri^ 
gle in their Works» Indeed they are ^ 
inferior to the Greek Models. But who 
will deny, that LucretiOs, Hohacb» 
ViRGiLi LivY, ITerence, TuLtV, ftre 
ht once thtfitnplefi And beji of Roman Wri* 
ters ? Uhlefs we idd the noble Aiinalijt 'i 
Who appeared In after times; who, not- 
Withftanding the poUtital T^urn of his Ge^ 
hius, which Ibraetimes interferes^ is admiral 
ble in this great Quality j aod by k, far fa* 
jperior to his Contemporaries. 'Tis tljji 
one Circumflahce that hath railed the ve-^ 
herable Dante, the Father of p^odfern Popi^ 
try, above the fucceeding Poets of hif 
Country, who could never long maintaia 
the local and temporary Honours bcftowed 
iipon them ; but have fallen under that juft 
Kegle&j which T^ime will ever decree t^ 
tiiofe who defcrt a juft Simplicity for th« 
Jlorid Colourings of Style, contraftcd Phra** 
fes, afFe(Sled Conceits^ the mere 'trappings 
of Compofition, and Gothic MinutJA^* 

P Tacitus. 

^Evcn their moft applauded Poet, the famed ToR- 
<yXATO Tasso, runs fo often into this little Manner^ 
that nothing but the reigning falfc 1 afte of the Age in 
iMiich he livedo if indeed ev^n that^ can plead hii 



^;y^ Christianity.* ♦ 3^5- 

'Tis this hath given to Boils au the moft ^ ■ ^ "^' 
laiting Wreath in Ftance-^ to Shakesp^ar 
and Milton in England-, efpecially to the 
laft, whofe Writings are more unmixed in 
this Refped: ; and who had formed himlelf 
entirely on thcjimpk Model of the hc^ Greek 
Writers, and the facred Scriptures '. 

Excufe. The great Portuguefe Genius, Camoens^ 
to whofe Lufeadi Tasso hath been much obliged* 
was much leis faulty in this Particular, tho* he and the 
Italian were nearly Contemporaries. 

rMr. Dryden foniewhdre obferves ** that Mit- 
«« TON never finks fo far below himfelf, as when he ' 
" falls on form Track §f Scripturs.** 'Tis equally true» 
that he never rifes (6 far above blmfclf^ as when he . 
falls on fome Track of Scripture. 'Tis eafy to guefi 
what was the Drift of Mr. DryD£N*s Remark. But 
the Obfervations made above {Ejfay I. §3.) willeafily 
reconcile thefe feeming Contradiftions. When Mlt- 
T OK adopts the poetical Parts of Scripture, he rifit 
above himfelf :* . But by an injudickvs Application of the 
hi/iorical or didatiic Parts, he oftefifalb indeed. 

This naturally leads us to an C3bfervation on Mr. 
HUM£*8 EJ/ay on Simplicity and Refinement in H^ri* 
ting. He hath attempted to fix a certain Union of 
thefe two Qualities, which, he fays, conftitutes the 
mdft perfect Form of Compofition. It were to be 
wifbea he had given us fome better Reafons in fupporC 
of this Opinion^ which itfelf feems to be a mere Re* 
finement. l^he Progrcfe of his Argument is remarkable. * 
— He draws all his Inflances from Poets \ and having 
given fome Examples of Poets who are hoiCtifimple and 
unpoetical in the Extreme, he arbitrarily throws the 
Cenfui;e on the too great Degree of SimpUcity^ inftead 
ci fixing it where he ou^t, viz. on the too great 

C C As 
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E"*T.' As itappear).frpa]rthcf^jlflllappcs,.^ac 
„ ' , , Simplicity is the oply.ufliypff^l Chara^tf^rl- 
ftjcofjuft Writing t Ip. tbc/Upwioic,KoMr 
nenCe of tin facrcd Seripcmies in this prime 
Qj^lity.hath been. geaenlLy. acknowledgecl« 
O'ue pC th^ greate£t Cribc& in Antiquity*. 
himlelC q9arpJCMQ.u8 in ^tJubUmf ^adfimn. 
pie Mannw, hath born this Tcftimony to the 
Writings, of Moses an^JSt. Pawi*-* .Ao^ 
by, Parity of R^aiba vee muft coDclud|i^,xHat, 
fiad.be been converrant with the ofhct.fa- 
cr&4 Writers, his 'J'fifi,e and Capdow yrould' 
have allowed them the fame Encomium. .. 

Mixtitre of the bi/iorital, wttrialj or ta'ffOMm^ti'Ot, 
Sjpecics, In Proof of (his, we need only allcdgc ^ 

KxjI^pJesof MoMIR, f^NOAR, and CAltlMXCHDS* 

wh^rc Siapiuiiyy .and qltbc iune Tinie SuHiinitj 
attd the (rtie pattic Ffri/it^ ^ in their lafl Berfeilien. 
Thus all he "proves is, " that a Poet ought hot to be 
•* unpeelieai.'* — Next be p«K Virgil and Racins 
tmtXivtl, asliavtngattaiiicd the Maicft, to this ima- 
gintii Xj'nfsn of SimpUtity and Rifinemnd. Here he. 
obliged iR again to c^ his Tzfte in QuefKoa : For 
every page of Racine it futt x)f Tifrsry badxiSPhmft 
and ^•:ntmeiit : Whereas wc fcarce meet with three 
Inftahccs of this liind in aB Virgil's Writings. — He 
theA gives us Us Id en of Simplkily : - *'* Thole Com* ' 
** pofitions whidi have the Recommendation of Sim--: 
*> plicity, haie tiotklng furprizing in the Thought, .' 
" when divcdeil of that Elegance af.Exfnffton, and' 
" Harnany of NumhtTS, with which it iicmthcfk"—. 
From thefe extraordinary Pr««^j,,wc are natural^ 
[prepared to expect his Canclufim, " that Catullui 
«< and PARNELarc liis/itfMr/jf Autbors!** '■ 
* Longinus. 

BtfT 



^-But we heted hot M^e-R^^tre^ td Au- S^ h .4t^ 

tilBi^ieS, for "die'Froaf of ■ the fiiiterror -^ 

Wgif bt and Digiiity oiP the. fad>ed Scri^ 
tiifts,<. in this great Quality. ' "fis evidefit. 
to ■Bfeiii6'nfttati»n jfrpm the ifolioWirf^'CJirr 
ctimttitite. It fiath Seen crft^ri 'oliferved* 
even b^ Writers of no 'ijiean Rank, that 
<*difc Scriptures fuffei- in ^Ijeir Crecfit l^jj 
"the i)ifaihaniage at z Ut(ffil Y^^ri^: 
^"whife othei' ancient' Writings' cryoy tli<^ 
" 'AheMagt af^free ttii emiellified 'tranff, 
^^iiiiimr But in Reality thefe Gentfe-j 
mens'CoAcem is ill-placed and gfoundtels. 
For the Truth is,- " Thathioft other Wri-- 
* * tings are ipdeed impaired by %Uter«l^r<m^, 
*^ hiim \ whereas, giving only a d«ie Re>^ 
" gard to the Ui^tns of 4ifferent Language*,-. 
** the fiicredWritingi whenif/rra/^ trtuif' 
" -httdi arc then in their full Perfcdion.'^ 
Npw this i& an internal Proof, that ia all 
otbcf Writings there is a Mixture of h^^ 
«/, rdaiive, extorter Ornaixienti which is 
often ioft. in the Transfiifion from one Laa*^ 
guage to ahoditr. - But the internal BtiBiVh^' 
tki whkh depend not, on the .particular 
Confliittf^iottof ^iitgu\a iXio Ownge of 9ef^ue 
cdlk^tieftrOf. "Heatcthe Bihle-Compijfitim 
preierves fK^ j^ajiyei fieaoty and Strength^ 

C c 2 alike 
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^ 8 r OA^Rh^m Riri^lG\i)!^ 

J^y- gV'oF'^iJjabrtjed '^lit^V tiateral ImSgWj- 

CfaU, ^v^chj-^ynaef 4h6^ fevcreft TridlS* df 
Hekt; CdM; irtd^tAfttitiB, tetaihs its'origf^ 
i^ffekB aidiS/feiier/witliout either Ixift 
ca**Allo3r}-^?^}lc feafe Msftils afe<:orrupted 
%fmm, mt^^iitfi'l^rt; attd iffitoilnted 

V-THis'Cardimffeinte thfch toaj^fee^ftly 
fcgaWed^^flifficiieint'tb Vindlcitd tfw Cofte 
j)ofitioh* of 'tHe fadted^Sfcripturcsj' te itii M 
oficfc thiiir chief Exctlknce, and greateft ^5^- 
curity. 'TisthtitE^eUencej as it renders 
them intelligible and ufeful to all j 'tis their 
Security; * as it prevents their being <M%tiifbd 
by the falfe and capricious Ornaments df 
ijain or nvedk ftran/latoi^. ■ 

We iiiay fafely appeal tb Experience and 
Faft for the Confirmation of thefe Remarks 
on the fuperior SimpKeity, Utility, and Exf- 
cellence of the Stylb of hi^ Scripture. 
Is there any Book in the World, fo perfed- 
ly adapted to all Capacities^ that contains 
fuch fublime and exalting Pitcepta, conveyed 

in 



in Aich ZT^arikfsv^d^^felhgfHe^t^^ S e c ti 

canvb^ read with fucbrl^aiUre^uEKl Adt^ny 
^g^i % ^^ kttcr^d /S^^4in4^^Knlpttere$i 
Peafant f To whom then would the noblp. 
Writer feRdMai)ldnd'>fiw,xdigi(Ws,^ ;n6- 
ral Inftruftioa? Tatbc-.divincir(P^xa^sit, 
may. b^ iuppoicd j .or^ m^ P^9bi)>iy* tp^ 

oc].B&» Aad.ilird^^ JV1^9ktnd>>mui^ 
xouch Jnftru&ionr»i(LAdv3nt^ fifom^l^ 
pdffiad Epitupbs wd fufiidtL &tyU qi a pbihpf^ 
phical Romance. We may reafonably hop^ 
jndeedt^ foon to fee: (n^y^ ,4a 4yc iiot already 
Jfee ?)i the happy, Eflfe^ of ,thi$ bigl>,Difciip 
plii^e^ ,For . in Isa(9:,o4|ie nebl?. .Writer's 
Cbard&mjiics . are a;iOiW .thci ftanding Or^r 
/•/i^rtnjthc C{^^vthe%5i^ jaay» "«s I am inr 
focmed, foqietimea/eYCfi in the Cobkr's StxiJL 
AVe B^d AOCfWpnder therefore, that iathefe 
jp^W H^bitotiDns >q£ S4ifie'y fiibBnmd Phraje^ 
^nd abjlrufe Philofapky^^^fi^l^ Str^ins.of 
^the Gpipelrare iammd. and. dijfardcdn ^« > /* * 
. Ta. return J tbep^. j6a. the n^bje Writer^ 
Con^parifQUf (if ijfiidjwi ?i^e .ha,w> deputed 
ifepw it)' tb«&(un^dPbfcrv*tion§ may con- 
vince, us, ti|a|^t)ae.»i9^y;!jp|ir in 
;J?ftinliQg^ whfcl^fj^Wj.witb any i?rx3p.riety 

Jk;€»B[iparcd,lpi lijifiwy %^, i* ^th?« of 

Cc3 Coldt/rhg^ 



BvyRMvMw* 

aoiae Fonnt of Grace uaA^ ^f nat ^ ^iOk 

only (uperadded to thtie the temporale Em* 

beUiihme^ o^ii dig^ ^^ ifm^ Co- 

^ ; "^^ liuriil^ t]«RAM gtirk tMHfrdbl4l»»PS^. 



'dined i|[iiikUidr'Jlni:oiAd the«i})eriSMMi 
Eye, which -ittifiteinjikuss the ip^Fldares 
wkh Admf-atio/if - funwyit the iOMibm ivoidi 



.... • -J • 



Indifi^nehce dr'^Gmr/^m^. 

To (include. We-^ there^'ard two 
Rinds of Cekpo/iti^kt «^tiidljr- o^idfigd 
to each oth«'. - ' The 0M* tiirais ?die , Atttn^ 
tion on kjelfy^he itbttfiyen- tbi ^rtOH'if 
ti^oeyt. 'The firft to&j bejnfttfCx&ipMrCid 
toa5^.J^tf«i pkyit^^ Hm Sia^fnF. ^ 
the Water, which attrid^iii^^a»la>lkt 
BiEfbokbr-S 'E>^ by ittpovm ^iS^ SpUSJor, 
laft ffi iike a 7S»«t-J^««t d»^lig tbc^ 

'4 .. -'■■ unobjeraed^ 



... • 

. How far ^Jkfi^ ofrthefe may^Ueji^^^^ 
thai aolaie Writes, let «pthees detarmiii^ 

fti^red Scriptur^i. . • ' - - : ; ' \ - > 

IT ' would have* be^ ftcangj,- 1^ hif S e c t. 
Lordftiip emptied -fo rfnuch of hiis Gallon 
Cinfiitmityy widiiQut-beflx)wi6giirSh»i'ct>ii 
hB\Minijierii Ifc inajr tber^efore bf? cx^ 
pet^edy that fimiethiog fhould \be faid oii 
his Treatrocfii! of the .Etfgl^ CUrgf^ > . - 

80 fiir as bis Spirit; of Satire, e^ay hav^ 
been provoked by the pl^rfequting and ifHo- 
Icrant Principles of jfome of- thc: €lefgy,\% 
his Time, *lis higly commendable. */ It . 
fOiatters not in ^hat Rank, Ordef^ or Pro;^ 
fcfiioili, the Enemies of Freedom may^p* 
pear. What Sbapeor Pretence fo^ver {hey 
may aiEimc, *^srx work of true Charity: %q 
^igmatize and diigrace them, as thp Ener 
inies of Mimkiitd. -^' -v. 

But it appears too evidently, that the 
«oble Writer V Sfieen arofe from another 
Fouoidaticn* *For his; Satire is not fp ofteo 
\ "'- ., Cc4 pointed 



^f^^ ^pointed 4|^ft tfaem^rflt beiog the Emikies 
^ (fFr£eia»^ aa the Frimkj^^ Chdfiiamtf^^ 
WJtbi^lt WW of.d&lgra^g ihemwijirtbis 
16^^^4 1m^ hathiadicuk^amlabiiGKl^keifec 
WriiiMg^ti tbek fr^^ii^i^uami dveOithdr' 
iVr/0»{..>^4t. wU1^3t be ncceilkryiJo icb£k 
) few IndAncesjof. this kind .fconGL^ iafi* 
nit#I Number^ -. i& aU wbidi, . the J^dicacy 

pUix^ntft to. th&TJ^'nit/i^^ 
the Title of '' Candidates for ^Au&ord2i|l 
V. of ijbe , finaifyid Xiiid// :. *' -.Xhefe^" he 
" fays, jaay ,br^ termed a iartoE Bfeudo^ 

^^ either with themfelves or widx-Heaven/^i 
— *- '^ And although the Books of xhis fort, 
<< by a commoo Idiom^ ace called > g$od 
\^ Booksy theiAuthararforxcataia-are a*/or- 
f' ry Race" — " -4 Saint^jfuthor^ qJz^mII 
" iWi?;? /?i^ values PQlitenefs^'^Hc.isabw& 
<' the ConfideratiOQ of jdigt^ which, in k 
** narrow Senie,. we xalL Jl/^/za^i/ , nor is 
*' he apt to examine. any other Faults, thaft 
!* thofc which he. calls. SinsK'\ ... 

«5^//7. Parti. § i. 

Thus 



• 4ntd On iii^Avm^'^ f^ 

th^ are ^b^ qsKitt^ *to writt'^/mioii^'~ori Jrl. 
tbc moil 4fUerefiing Siilye^. But if ao^' 
q£j^ .'Order, liappens lo AM^^iMb^ a p^ 
titi3k: of > Comptffid^, ^^""tl^:. CliS£rge ;' is r^ 
Vfs^ied uoderiftobthei: F^rm^ :f^l^heni ^^;tbtO 
^XJgff-kfyur Qi>dmty -gipows? Mig^iilj j in 
^$ vogue^ and ifacCFy'd^if^ A^iip^rsf t6 Ha^ 
^vterodox QiicQftu:£r8 aroi g^iiefally^f^^ at 
** arc written in Drollery — Ji^i to the Jle-» 
^-^^wrend ^AAltji)Q^SJ whb ^i^; afibrd to be 
M jthus.gayi^. apd^coixMcend tacorre^ ua in 

v> . Tk£ iRi Preaching is anotherilandkg Sub-^ 
J€&\ pfi. Ded&)n*: and ridicdled they muft 
be, : whether they Jm^ theic Dilcoorie^Ndr 
diviJe: it not* > If the firft, theQ the foUbt^M 
ing ftrokc of Raillery i$ prepar-d for them-t 
^oQ^me we now {sa^ovit authentic Rbetcri^ 
tSd(^a»r exprefa them elv^es) to out fmnd 
lU^i^^%S*o > If vthc latter^ than ^'onrijefU- 
M^gious Pi7^i»ricba^ changed their Mahnec 

V of diftrilMitiflgto »s th^ix Spiritual Food 

V -^they hati(e\.fun into the more fa^Ory 
if .vmyiJiS ieanned Ragout and Medley Ths 
*^ elegant Court-4^ivine exhqrt^ an* Mifal^ 

* iW//f. y. p. t. ! :i • *Mifc. ii. c. 3. 



\ 



^94 Off^nHfsifd Bmtidifmf 

^ V and. '5yiir^*i 4)efoRli>a |Mliiopab)fc Aflem'^ 
W' their T^ffl*:0 *^ iFop-Biimf)cr: !•! tf 

V .hercto^o by bvt^i^Hmdk^i^ 

VTiAf.AbuncfiiiioQr JBvay-ont^ tdk^tcsJ^ttity 
** and encouraga his. own Sirfc.'*:-^-^* 9f5&fr 

^' Money t^Well bit m <^ S^i^Agdt^ 
•* a ^W & w*^ U-^-^ftbtre '1^ w#i ^*w» Wrt 
^ bim! — BIm;^ at bim next B$ut i — Boe^ 
f^ eellent Spert!^** 

The fame f am liar Elegmtce of Coup- 
pofition^ joined - with a furprifing Effort 
in the noble Writers wm Sublinky ruiM 
through, the foUowuig Paragrtph ; where 
he compares a Co&tFO?erfy in Dinyinity^ to 
a Match at Fo9t^BalU *^ 80 have I knowa 
" a. cr^/tj Glazier ^ in tipie of Ftoft, pro* 
^* cure a Fooj-Bai^l^ to ^aw into the 
^ Street the emuloui Chiefs qli the . rii^^ 

' Mifcs ii. c. 3. ... * Mifc. U C. 2. 
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•* Casements, the Chajfys, Lantents^^iini 

*f^»iv, beebttlei ^k-^f^ kftridb^s/^ finks 
.^.'tfe' SpiriPbif 'tbt -C&riWncB!^^ Wf ties n^^^ 

iteftdly Bloift^ M th6 Crerg^ f €v6n-li^ IfcS 
thak iruitti% Aeii^^^orturies^'^orig" ^ 
Fair^Sex. And here the iliftefturif Rea- 
der wiUrdaiifiy j^il; fiRit His^ Ridihile 
muft be ri«B^ leVeJf^'at- their FifrfS0i 
H^ mttQ^Hies;^^ ^^iwigi 1h;'^Sfe(?f of 
OTHeLi.o'ftid^@^b«Md{f>A9'r^pft(e6f^'^ 
one as a> jy^yy-za^bi^if 8t(^i«Ue#> tft6^<<!>^ 
as- a • *r^dtoAti*^Hearei^^»^^-He^ *eiP^*^^ 

^ ^ ^' **^unaginc; 



m 
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39/K Oft,^mfMR9immk 

« That the SMfUrAnbor ■. <>fef4l^'W(«ir>M> 
*' values Folitentfs i' . as a Proof bow i^c^r 
faik he was of violating 'hii mion M*^ of 
cxercifing any Degree of *' tha( griofs fott of 
*< Raillery y which is fo a§enjitie in good C9t»r 
^'panfr . . . . ,, - 

, Indeed all iht delicate. Paragraph^ -h^e 
oted are tnucb of the (9x0^ Nature j- and 
^ord an undeniable Proo^ ; bow. ST^t; a 
Mafter his Lordfbip wa$» in th^ . tr>ie rf- 
Jned Manner of, Attic W^t. I;|baU only 
Add> . that if> accqrdmg to. tbf rnoble Yija* 
iss'i projeded Scheniej of ^oofut^a,;jli« 



rakny pataiia 6nes irJ tHc €ifaMer^^zh, 't6 ^ 
the Mafaagws 'of tfiel>-2r^i}^ krlieirt^'ati-' 
lAiraMy 'ftiited' trf the? G^wWbf ^eif ^^?oi/^« ' 
D^RbtEy Whether he {hiWMxhdfe t&fwat- 
ger' in the y^yti-^h^^^^ the B/^/;/. ^ 
< 'Were the<:iergy aifpoftx! to i-eturh thi^fe' 
GbihpKiiienfe /fe'JKr;f^'it'may be queftibtljbd 
whether his Lordfhipl's^^ AdhiiferV Wbiild' 
aequit'theih bfeodrfe Miners. But hoW- 
..efei^ foitie 'of that Body mky Mindly hat By 
and 6fliferi as blindf^ adintre the Author of 
the CbaraStertflics ; yet the beft and wifeft 
of the Profeflion, fo far as I have been able 
to learri from their Converfation, would- 
probably fathfcr chufe to return his Saluta- 
tions in the following Manner : ^ 

* Notwithftanding the fuperior Airs lof 
^^Qwrf^;«^, which oil* all Occafions^ ybur 
^'Lordftiip is pleafed td ajafume, wcc^rtiiBt 

* diink you of ibch Ability, as you fecnt ttj 

* appear in ybur own Eyes t neither can w^ 
*; think tfiis^ ovet^weening Opinion tiry&ttti 

* felf, this EHfdain -of all^^ho tJdbpt ribfr 
*7bur pcctillii^ tenets/ is %l^h)bfdf teat 
\ Wifdomi £ncc yourfelf Jhavc t^ugiit 6s' 

• *to 
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lit. 



I 

td believe^ ^ that as ^e'^^^ 
^JhaUprme\t&'fx^ tlibugh wc 

4(xkn- to 're^He^ ym^ yet 'Wet jttdgc 6ttr« 
.felve* fife^/ f»//V/^tf t6 tellyou ite Trtat 6a 
ewry SirtycQ!. • We regard,' thcreforei a 
^Smtlmi^tfration^ ait extchfive' Knbwtedge^ 
*Wf a- Cbmtriandihg Ja^gmenf, ^i three 
QuifKtfCB indcj)etident of cich '6thcr. In 
^flie-firflr, ive think yon edif^riH ; in the 
%icbha, cx)nfldcrablc J in ihela^, we muft 
Wexcufed, if wc Aink you neither emi^ 
itent nor conjiderabk^ And oti this'Accbdflt 
we can allot you no high Rank, in the Sc^ 
K^f tme Genius. SuitJ^lc to this,' yoiir 
^afte \n jlris is much fupcribr to'your 
Talents for Phihfopby. The ority Cbdih 
of Reafining you have exhibited, is foiiiid 
in your Enquiry concerning Virtue ? hbr i» 
even this fattened to the TbroHe ^f Trutby 
but hangs trembling from a Jhadw>y and 
aeriai Fabric, blown up by a fportiyc 
Imagination. You have indwd: obtained 
die Charader of an original '^rit^r in PHr 
lofophy : how little you deferve this muft 
needs be known to ail who arc irerfed in 
the Greek Schools ; for theiice the ratidndt 
Part of your Syftem is chiefly dra^n'. 
What . you hcrrc'Wj jrott often emhellijh^ 

* fomc- 



* Iftnsws, wljatefeeir they vba4,rJlDft. . in-.JBJi^^ 

* iw.oold haue^^ooefUa^^^i^vaad iSj^t? - 
, * Wi Tift^d IQ ^hlfLBu^b9p(^rs^ which = 

< ii;amty:» in w^ig^^ypu c^tU ," jv»r Rapdm 
" J^a^Si' .. ti^ey afC.jfp tnuch.. below the 

* j^Mcajflter. jpt ./£/., BUhfapber, that it }f > 
*■ xnA^tcr. q(« Si$rpn(^ to u% .that you C9144 ' 

* ^h|ak ^l^5^.f;5^l,.^9o^lB.tb? .iw^ 

* U U .true,, JWjppg d^^ofe i^tKwr? jpp <no^ ' 

i . ,.v . ' * among 
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On .Revealed KELioioTx 

^ ^ among Readers of that Rank '^ who are 

. ^' ready to /wallow attf low Drollery wr 

'' y^j" among thofe whom you have elfe^ 

^ where defcribed, ^* who^ while they pre^ 

tend tofucb a Scrutiny rf other Evidences^ 

are the readieft to take the Evidence of 

*' the greatejl Deceivers in the Worlds their 

V own Paffions*.'* But whatever thefe 

'. Paflages may be in their Con/equences, we 

' cannot but tiiink them^ in their own Na-- 

^ turcj even contemptible. For^ to ufe your 

* own Attic Phrafe, " to twitch, fnap, fiiub 
** up, or banter, to torture Sentences and 
" Phrafes, and turn a few Expreflions into 
*' Ridicule, is not fufficient to con/iitute 
" what is properly ejleemed a Writer ^.'* 
^ On this Account we look upon thefc 

* boafted Paflages in your Book, to be of 

* that Kind which are calculated only ** to 
*' create Diverfion to thofe who looknofur^ 
** ther^'y* and in which, as you elfe where 
^ obferve, " the mofi confufed Head, if 
** fraught with a little Invention, and pro^ 
*' videdwith Common-Place-BookLearning, 
" may exert itfelf to as much Advantage^ 
'* as the mojl orderly and wellfettled Judg^ 
** ment^y We cannot therefore exprefs any 

*Mou P. ii, § I. ' Mlfc. V. c. 2, » Afi/c. i. c- 1. "^ Ihid. 

' Efteengi 



aW Christianity. 401 

^ Efteem. either for the Scufriiities of the^ ^ c t* 

IX 
^^^^ Jester, or t\\t trim Delicacy and 

Self-Admiration of the literary Narcis- 
sus. 

* But, my Lord^ there lieS a heavier 
Charge againft you, thaii that of iadWrit-' 
ing. We mean, the Indecency and Immo- 
ratify oi your GonduSi^ in your Manner of 
attacking Chrijiianity. You would be 
thought a Los^cf; of your Country ; yet 
you pour Contempt upon its L^<zeu and /;z- 
fiitutiim^. ' You allow *the Propriety of a 
religious .Eflablifiment ; yet you take every 
Occaflon to deride it. You contend for a 
public Leading in Religion 5 yet you per-"' 
petually iniinuate^ that Mankind are ledify 
tie Nofi. You. fay, '' ^he Public ought' 
not to he infulted to its Face ;" yet your 
Writings iare one continued Infuli upon its 
Opinions. 'Our excellent and unrivaled 
Cojiflitution allows a perfedt Freedom of 
Enquiry ; had ypu then argued ingenuouf- 
ly znd fairly againft Chrijiianity^ without 
attempting Ridicule *y whatever Opinion 
we might have entertained of your Head^ 
we might at leaft have thought favourably 
of your Heart. But in diredt Oppofition 
to this Rule, you always ridicule^ fcarcc 

D d ' ever 



**;^^!." Befid«,36b», pi^j^^i>m.iim&' 

* ISru^^T^f^, wiui^ .. ypu . owe .^5hfciJfe.««d 
*,to/o»<?;/^^i -fuch^s becomes. not ^Mah, 
'jmuch-leTs a,il^fl whom the PubHoCon^ 

* jbit hath dU^galAitd by the^T^leiof 
*,^i/?ilj Honour ABts. • ; <.*'t,«. .•?. ^ 

' inquiry inta Homer's i//?- arid JVrit'ings, § 6. 

•vo >v''\ ■ ~ * What 
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« beft< knowi ^ThfcHiKJrt^ m^fi^^^i^fr^d- 
•.rw» to this ftta^^e's^ttad^i tlHt'^e csini 
*,affi|^V "«»ft have'bfeefi thfcWiW^ii/ Pir^- 

« ^/>*r '4f Satire rifefiimU t&MMbddi md 
<« a9^^^'^ i^<7^ '^Itf^^i^x dlieafed'^i 
**^tlSir9uw ou^f geiod Hitmotu', /V/)»j^»2^F^t: 
<f^t4%nrint^wif avelj -coafouad, ' ii»nf ^»^ iio- 
«<jrAfeigf5W/ifeM^Excepdoa im</Contr6teif^^^^ 

- »v J^A»" htt itifrGiii u«' to derogate ftoni^ 
*)fO}iX'^i^ef^:t^irHiesY the* we cannot but ^ 

* jg\^(bi:that in y»rt#'Treatihenttif '€6r^>- 
« >*A^,i)yw» 1»d given b«*«e#l>r6ofs>of ^Ifat 

«}»^^ji4Jlr» '^Sl^Ia 3toa ai€^^ /ifet^ 

<^%/»7^<P^h^ >^il6i)fe it Wi&\k f^^:^ 

* 'Ti^^^te^uiothMM^ircMmf^ttce, -ifkt 'M^ ' 
*^the jittfre lAltiicuib 9W( of yocC^^^d^t^s' 
*hmtM ikfiCate ti|>oHS rv^^i^if^'^aif ^-^ 
V,fy«)i^ GoAMi^j&ei (*3^dit 'for 'iHdJfl^^' 
< edPthdM^ ^ti/^4S^.H Y($4^Re|^icliJi£f5 
•liblej^'dem^edih <$(yUi{&ih^yo«f^f»^i^2^' 
« 5j5/?m among thdfeay^ieifl|'>i Mfert" ^df 

;j // " D d 2 « F^/a» 
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404. OniRevealeit'9iX!^h^ itm 

^ vecenccT^th^Woiitt'ofODd^the Bulk cf 
« your RUM^rtatUrtsi'is a proper -Prey to 
^ the iUpp^Tdd -iMufibnfe aad'fl^^ of 
^' tUore,''ii(^hid4!n^ yem brmd as the Encifnies 
^oTMttnkhA!.' Hcmit 4hi» Ce^x^/M^ fiDr the 

* seated Part df yoxxr Spedet^ cten^cOD^ 
♦with true rSfWi/i? w^Charity^ vrdwttvKti 
^ Lofs to comprehend. 'Tis certaia, Gfir/- 
^Jiianity would have taught you othcrwife. 

* Nay, my Lordy a great j&;««tf^ as much 
^ your Superior in Station^ as in GM/n-and 
^(iSNve Virtue y would have told yoq, ^ that 
•*^ true Goodncfs extends itfelf tdkfthe 3&/- 
^' fitudei that Virtue is not dtfidainfiil^ or 
V proud ; but regards all Ranks of Men, 
^* and confults their Welfaire ; which it 
^< could not do, if it defpifed the Vulgar^:' 

* Cbrijlianity hath nobly heightened this 
-Principle ; and recommends the fVeaij the 

* Poofy the Igncrant^ as the proper Objects 
' pot dnly of our Charity, hxOi InftruSion. 
*'And however mortifying it may he to 
^ prbud Minds, we muft fay, thatwefre- 
' queritly meet with Men in the lower Ranks 
*. of Life, fooietimes even in Cities^ pften 

^ Cicero, Lai 



*in 
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* in CoHageSy who i^Imii i^r^ed inr Ac * ",^^7^ 
' Fnociplca of Ui^fibrifiiamfy, ai^^iitpenor 

* « Jawt/ajf ^ . ifir^J^io ^^^ppifig^ to 

* th(rfe wb^ hpld tb?i»«t€QPtwap|. 
^ ' WxTiciRi^^d. tp::^tr/]^^e^^ 

^:;M oQje word^ .Calmnittefrthrowj&.Qe:i^hole 
-j^Bodies q£ Me]i$''.afe:*«;7m$^jor|;f and Jeif* 
\ (mfntfJL , '^ You m^ therefore .procMd 
**. in your Invedives 3 . heftowing as fite 
'S Language- c/;tbAttJCjbd» a^ your C&zrrVjr 
^^ and iuperior BrceJ^ wiU permit. ; You 
may liberally deal ypur court iy Compliments 
and SabdatiwsvoLwhax Dialedt you think 
** £t ; : fince for our own Part, neither the 
Names x£ Bigot Sj Impoftorsi PtdantSy F4r'^ 
putlijfsi Gkdiatfirisn Penmefiy Flaming 
Cbampions of. the Faitb^ Black T^ribiy or 
^ack Ewbanters^y will in the leail^fcan- 
dali:^ us» while the Sentence comes ody 
irom the Enemies oftmrMa^. . On the 
contrary^ we rather Arive with fOurfeltes 
to Xiippreia whatever Vanity might natu- 
rally ari& in us, fsom fuckFai^our be* 
; /lowed* : For whatever may,- inr the Bot- 
fitom^beinteoded us,r byiuchaTnE^ittnen^ 

'^ Names Ueffowcd on the Engiifh Qcrgy throughout 
the Chara£fcri/lics. 

tis 
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4o6 On Rez^gaIe{/KE±lpioK 

E 5 s A Y <c '|.js inipoflible for ^8 to tetm it pther than 
' ** Favour -, . fmce. ther^ are certain E»mitm^ 






" which it will be-Aver^fteenvd a 

' You have, indeed wiiJiBljr tfad jutfidly 

* endeavoured to intimidate m Jfrom'-fxpOf^ 
< ing the Folly of yonr InJidUjcvi^ReUgifm 
^ and Cbrijiianity > hy reprefeatii}g fuctl an 
^ Attenipt as beiog. in itfblf f^imptiik. 

* For thus you are p^eafed toTp^ak; V-Jf 
*^ mu/l be cwned^ that 'whe^^fi Writer trf any 
" Kind is fo confiderablc ; as ri^ defin^ve^be 
" Labour ofid Fains ^ fame fbrcwd H^kk 
^^ to refute kif^^ in Publiff'ke.nuiy^ mitlfe 
^^ ^t^ty of aa Author^ Jk0 fiifilf rfongrsh 
*' tulated an that Occafum. "bUs pspp^ftd 
•* necejfarily^ that he ^mufi b^tve writ ^ith 
•* Jome kind of Ability or Wit^ ♦" - : • . : 

^ To obviate this Remark^ is the oalyjfor^ 
^ ther Trouble we fhall give your Lc^dOlip 

* ontheprefentOccaiion. Andliere^ i^hout 

* any particular Apj^atipn to youLriell'^ we 
' muft beg Leave to offer tfa^i pb^Q* jRe^Toa 

* why we think your Ob&rvationy ; JK^Wever 

* plaufible and commonly received, is yet 

* entirely groundlefs. Indeed, i)intfi regard 

* to Writings of mere speculation (x Criti- 

'. Sec Mi/c. V. c. 3. f Mi/c lea;" 



and CHRisTTANif V. 407 

cifm^ which afFda not tHe Wdppinefs of S e c t- 
Manfcind, '' if Authors '^i-ifa ill they are ^^ 
'dfefpifed" and fbrgbfterf:* iit Waft, as 
the Satirift obferves, tKfey'bught to be fo** : 
And on this Acccmnt, ' mtthy Parts of the 
QbaraSfertjfiki Yi\\\i ptbbably, pafs for ever 
4inc^fared by usi ^ 

* But thfere are other Kinds of bad 
Wrkihg; whith will ever bid fair to live 
and be ddtniredy We mean, fuch as mini" 
fier to the Itm Fnjjions and Vices of Man- 
kind 5 among which, Ridicule on Re- 
XI o ION is of all others the moft favourite 
Topic. And even where thefe AflWHons 
do not prevail, the Generality of Men, thro* 
the Weaknefs of Nature, are cafily milled 
in Matters even of the liearcft Concern- 
ment, by Scphijlry or Buffoonry \ by a 
Mifity a Sdf'eaffn, or an AUufion. Now in 
chib Cafe, 'tis furely a proper and ratiofwl^ 
tho' perhaps no eafy Tafk, to deteB Mi/re- 
^ ptefentati<mi and lead Mankind back again 
to the Paths-of I'rutb and Happinefs. For 
the Effcas of jR/i//«r/^ oh the M/W, re- 

f ^^uel Detnonvauiirritisy isfims pirte a medirr? ■ 
XlnLlvn vous deplatt : ^tiyous force a li lire?, . 
Laijfez TMurir un Fat dans fon ObfcuriU* 
Vn AuUur ne pent f/pourrir en Suretc? • .-, 

Boileau, 5^/. Ix, 

' ' I * femblc 
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JE»A r c iemblc thofebf ^MMf on the Bodf^mVibi ' 
' tfao' ftrack m^^bt Blood by ^jMM^ * 

« Powe^ of.flie jb^t^j^^^^ ^ 

^iUod. ^^.1^5 tiilwr 4^%^ if' 

^BujB^Mttj md Sofbijiry cm dd.lfae Bnfi^'^ 
* Jaefi r *Aiid tint -thiey mi^, we have your 
'•XfOrdfliip's y»i/ i^krimk^kiMf v ^» to ' 
'adopt and conclude with your ovifn Bzf* ' 
'.preffion> .'' £1 tie Jiwie Mmner as a:MA^* 
Licious GensuKe^ /ciiftily warded and' 
pwmmctd wih. A88t7RAMCB>! 11 afi-to' 
^\paf$ mtb Mfmkifid for stfRBtWo.Wii* j 

y& a VIRULENT (^ If VWIOHARY) M AX* ' 

IM9 m bold ExpreffionSy thd without any 
**. Justness of T%ougbt^ is readily received 
**^;true Philosophy ^*' 
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